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Hybrid is competitive with much smaller vehicles. The Tahoe Hybrid offers the same city fuel economy as a standard four-cylinder Toyota Camrytt 


These impressive fuel economy numbers can be attributed to Tahoe’s Hybrid Propulsion Electric System that operates in three ways: electric power, 
engine power, or any combination of electric and engine power. That’s one smart hybrid. For more information, go to chevy.com/FuelSolutions. 
(limited availability.) 
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“About the only thing I’d rather 
do than play basketball is hunt. 
There’s just nothing like 
enjoying the great outdoors 


_ with my friends and family. 


os ; 

Karl “the Mailman” Mi 
Legendary power 
__ and Los Angeles 
~ scorer and Most’ 


Did You Know ...“Intense nationwide demand for youth firearms education and 
safety training is why the NRA works with groups like the Boy Scouts of 
America, American Legion, 4-H and FFA to develop shooting programs 

that reach more than one million young people annually.” 


Wayne LaPierre, NRA Executive Vice President 


NATIONAL PICKS 8 
Mark Richt has his Georgia Bulldogs 
primed to play for the national title. 


PLAYER RATINGS 32 
Outstanding backs and linemen are 
spread out around the country. 
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SCOPING THE NATION U8 
Ladies and gentlemen ... step right up 
to the college football freak show. 


THE NATION 


Dawgs Will Win Despite the Schedule 8 
Ranking all 119 teams 


Lindy’s All-America Team 28 
Moreno joins Tebow on elite offensive 
team 


Ohio State’s “Animal” has the intangibles 


Lindy’s All-America Checklist 32 
Player ratings and features 
Top position groups 


Scoping the Nation 48 
College Football 2008: 

Football freak show under the Big Top. 
Coaching carousel still spinning wildly. 
USC, LSU vie for Team of the Decade. 


Sidelines 61 
National Schedules 68 
Will Tebow Do It Again? 18 


Gator quarterback hopes to join Griffin as 
two-time Heisman winner. 
By Michael DiRocco 


Prestige, Power and Plenty of Money 26 
Nation’s top programs do the coordinator 
turnover. 

By Dennis Dodd 


Keeping the Faith 72 
Jonathan Abel living his faith on and off 
the field. 

By Bill Sorrell 


Anybody Here Like Offense? 98 
Bold coaches, innovative schemes, top QBs 
... the Big 12 is where it’s at. 

By Mark Wangrin 
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Hero Worship 100 
Nebraska fans turn their lonely eyes to 

Bo Pelini. 

By Steve Pivovar 


Slingin’ Sammy 102 
What does Oklahoma sophomore QB Sam 
Bradford do for an encore? 

By Jake Trotter 


Mountain West Preview 200 


BYU all the way to the BCS? 
By Natalie Meisler 
Conference USA Preview 210 


Coaching changes point to more points. 
By Richard Scott 


Tht BiG 12 


Picking the Big 12 84 
Around the Big 12 92 
Rating the Big 12 by Position 94 
Year in Review 96 
2007 Big 12 Leaders 97 
A Look Back 216 
RECRUITING 

National Recruiting 73 


Breaking down the Top 25 
By Rivals.com 


Big 12 Recruiting 81 
The rich get richer ... Sooners, Horns on 
top again. 

By Rivals.com 
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ThE TEAMS 


Air Force 191 
Baylor 104 
Brigham Young 202 
Colorado 112 
Colorado State 204 
Houston : 212 
eee gees 120 
ar Aree Grin Kansas 128 
Kansas State 136 
Missouri 144 
Nebraska 152 
New Mexico 151 
New Mexico State 143 
North Texas 111 
Oklahoma 160 
MONEY MOVES ‘EM 26 Oklahoma State 168 
rs ee mS aes Rie 119 
SMU 127 
TCU 206 
Texas 176 
Texas A&M 184 
Texas Tech 192 
Tulsa 135 
Utah 208 
UTEP 214 
NATIONAL UNIT RATINGS 44 Wyoming 159 


Top contenders boast the best units 
in their quest for the title. 
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Letter from 
the Publisher 


Can Tim Tebow join Archie Griffin as the only two-time Heisman Tro- 
phy winner? Michael DiRocco takes an in-depth look at Florida’s amazing 
quarterback and his chances of making some more history beginning on page 
18. 

Who is No 1? Lindy’ editors give the Georgia Bulldogs the preseason 
burden of carrying that mantle. The Dawgs have the necessary talent — 
led by Lindy’s preseason Offensive Player of the Year Knowshon Moreno — 
but face a daunting schedule. Check out our ratings of all 119 teams begin- 
ning on page 8. 

As always, Lindy’s ranks the best players by position and the best teams 
by position on a national basis. 

Good luck to your favorite team. I hope they are bowling in the new 
year. As always, your comments and suggestions are appreciated. 


Sincerely, 


James Lindy Davis, Jr. 
Publisher 
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NATIGNAL 


Schedule be Damnezd ... 
Dawgs Will Have Their Day 


GEORGIA 


Here’s what you don't want to see when you pick a 
team No. 1 in the country: a schedule that includes 
games at South Carolina, Arizona State, LSU and 
Auburn, home games vs. Alabama, Tennessee and 
Georgia Tech, and the neutral-site cage match 
against Florida. 

That schedule prompted the Lindy’s editors to initially place anoth- 
er team atop our preseason rankings ... but eventually we came around 
to this: Georgia is the best team. The schedule, while not irrelevant, does 
not change the fact that if the Dawgs are good enough, they'll be good 
enough. And they are. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Running back Knowshon Moreno has the 
goods to be the second consecutive sophomore to win the Heisman. Junior 
QB Matthew Stafford has steadily matured, and the offense should fly as it 
did late last season, averaging almost 38 points in the final six games. 


8 Linoy’s Sports| ANNUALS 


The defensive front seven is experienced and one of the best any- 
where. The Bulldogs are particularly stout against the run — always a key 
ingredient for a national champion. 

THE BAD NEWS: The offensive line still has some mix-and- 
matching to do in the fall, depending on whether freshman Ben Jones 
can take over at center. This season will test every bit of Mark Richt's 
coaching dexterity. Half of his regular-season games will come against 
coaches who have won national titles — Dennis Erickson, Steve Spurrier, 
Phillip Fulmer, Nick Saban, Urban Meyer and Les Miles. 

If Richt even gets the Dawgs to the national title game, it could be 
the best coaching job. Not his best coaching job, the best coaching job. 
Like, ever. 

ALL: Georgia is the best program this decade not to win 
a national title. if that doesn’t change this season, it could next year .. 
and never mind that tough 2009 schedule, too. 
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&. USC 


As Usual, Pete’s got a Dragon 

Not sure if this USC team is any better than the 

past two editions, but those guys found a way to 
stub their toe (Stanford ... ouch) and, well, now it just seems as if the 
Trojans are due. Not much else has changed. Pete Carroll is still sitting at 
the table with a stack of poker chips as tall as anyone’s. On defense, he 
has three, perhaps four, potential All-Americans. And exactly how many 
prep All-American running backs has he stockpiled? Shoot, we lost count. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Several years of top-rated recruiting make 
losing key personnel as painless as possible. Led by Rey Maualuga and 
Brian Cushing, nobody has better linebackers. The secondary, one of 
the nation’s best, is experienced and versatile. Basically, the defense 
will be a nightmare. 

THE BAD NEWS: Mark Sanchez won the spring QB battle; he has 
some starting experience but it’s different being the full-time boss. Los- 
ing DT Sedrick Ellis and DE Lawrence Jackson is never easy. Still waiting 
for that soci someone to emerge as the next Reggie Bush. 

: We're supremely confident in calling for continuing- 
record usc’ S seventh consecutive Pac-10 title, and we have a sense that 
an early season home victory over Ohio State will propel the Trojans to 
the title game. 


OHIO STATE 


Big Ten Bullies Want (yet) Another Title Shot 

This started looking like an 11-1 season the mo- 

ment the schedule was released. Figure a loss at 
USC on Sept. 13 and then a romp through the Big Ten. It will be up to 
the pollsters and computers, then, to put the Bucks into a third consecu- 
tive title game. Have we all tired of Ohio State’s championship futility? 
Perhaps, but deal with it. Not many teams have a better quarterback situ- 
ation — the efficient Todd Boeckman mentoring Terrelle Pryor. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Everything. Michigan changed coaches. 
Pryor came to Columbus. Consecutive BCS title game appearances and 
20 returning starters. That's a good place to start. So is Heisman candi- 
date Chris “Beanie” Wells. And Lindy’s preseason Defensive Player of the 
Year James Laurinaitis. 

THE BAD NEWS: An SEC hangover. The Bucks have been spanked 
by Florida and LSU in those title games. Is Ohio State simply good enough 
to win the Big Ten but rank woefully behind the SEC? The major personnel 
issue: who replaces the best pass rusher, DE Vernon Gholston? 

OUR CALL: In the Charmin-soft Big Ten, Jim Tressel is building a 
dynasty. Even if his team loses early to USC, it can run the table and get 
to a third straight title game. 


‘» OKLAHOMA 


BCS Frequent Fliers Seek an Upgrade 

Welcome to another national title chase. Even 

though Bob Stoops has only the one championship 
to his credit (2000), OU has played for two others this decade. He also has 
won five Big 12 titles. In this age of parity, this is one of the most consis- 
tent programs in the country. But, uh, what's the deal with this bowl losing 
streak? The Sooners have lost their last four BCS bowls ... which has over- 
shadowed the fact that OU has gotten to those bowls in the first place. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Quarterback Sam Bradford had a monster 
redshirt freshman season. Tailback DeMarco Murray is back from knee 
surgery. Offensive tackle Phil Loadholt is, well, a load. The defense will 
be nasty again. 

THE BAD NEWS: Oklahoma lost three juniors to the NFL Draft, 
all at key positions — MLB Curtis Lofton, DB Reggie Smith and WR 
Malcolm Kelly. Veteran backup Ryan Reynolds is the key. If he can’t slide 
over from the outside and replace Lofton, the defense won't be whole. 

OUR C : Stoops is closing in on his second national champi- 
onship. If the SEC powers beat up on one another, don’t be surprised if 
Oklahoma makes it all the way to Dolphin Stadium. 
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>. MISSOURI 


Feelin’ at Home Among Nation’s Elite 
The long-struggling Tigers reached No. 1 last sea- 
son and were a win away from the national cham- 
pionship game before faltering. Heisman finalist Chase Daniel returns 
for his senior year with a load of weapons surrounding him. Receiver/ 
returner Jeremy Maclin might be the fastest player in college football. 
The Tigers might lose this season, but they will not be stopped. And they 
don't have to play Oklahoma, at least not until the Big 12 title game. 
THE GOOD NEWS: Not much has changed. Missouri was eighth 
in scoring, ninth in passing, and rushed for 29 touchdowns in ‘07. The 
defense, once a weakness under Gary Pinkel, should be a strength. Nine 
starters return on that side of the ball. Watch safety William Moore. 
THE BAD NEWS: It’s really hard to find any. Two-time 1,000-yard 
tailback Tony Temple is gone but there is plenty of depth. Tight end Mar- 
tin Rucker is off to the pros. All that means is Chase Coffman will catch 
more passes. 
3 Mizzou is a legitimate Big 12 and national champi- 
onship contender. There is a tough opener against Illinois and trips to 
Texas and Nebraska. If Missouri goes 2-1 in those games, an 11-1 regu- 
lar season is possible. 


©. FLORIDA 


Tebow and Harvin, and a Defense that’s Starvin’ 

A four-loss 2007 season wasn't totally unex- 

pected. The Gators had just two defensive starters 
back from their national championship team, and it showed. When last 
seen, Florida was giving up 41 points and 373 passing yards to Michi- 
gan. When next seen, the defense will be fast, experienced and boosted 
by some fresh-faced kids. On offense, the main question is how Florida’s 
two major stars are going to split up the Heisman votes. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Heisman-winning Tim Tebow and do-it-all 
Percy Harvin can’t be stopped, and the Gators might actually have a real 
running game. That could come from several sources, including USC 
transfer Emmanuel Moody, who finished spring better than he started. 

THE BAD NEWS: Everyone knows the opponents’ game plan: 
Hit Tebow. Coach Urban Meyer will keep scheming to make sure that 
doesn't happen as much. Without Tebow, it gets awfully hard to compete 
this season in the SEC. 

) : Everything is in play if the Gators can get past Geor- 
gia, but to do ‘that, they have to stop Knowshon Moreno, who scooted 
for 188 yards last season. That's the deal with Florida: It all gets back to 
how much the defense has improved. 


Way too Low: The Problem is Perrilloux 

The defending national champs would be higher if 

you knew they could count on vexing junior quar- 
terback Ryan Perrilloux, who has more career suspensions (three) than 
starts (two). This is the chance he’s been waiting for, with JaMarcus Rus- 
sell and Matt Flynn now out of the way, but he missed spring ball because 
of his latest suspension. The Tigers have so much else that they can win 
plenty without him, but it’s hard to see them going all way with somebody 
else behind center. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Few teams have a set of lines like the Tigers. 
Ricky Jean-Francois could be the next Glenn Dorsey — right now. Tyson 
Jackson is a first-round end, and end Kirston Pittman is an NFLer, too. The 
Offensive line has All-America candidates Herman Johnson and Ciron Black. 

THE BAD NEWS: The secondary might be a bit green, but let's 
go back to Perrilloux for a moment. His backups are redshirt freshman 
Jarrett Lee and Harvard transfer Andrew Hatch, a sophomore. That kind 
of puts Forunaus s importance into perspective. 

UR CALL: The Tigers have a better chance of repeating as na- 
tional champs than Texas did in 2006 or Florida did last season. This time, 
though, LSU can’t count on having its ticket punched with two losses. 
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TEXAS 


Will Investment in ‘D’ lead to BCS? 

The defense gave up the seventh-most yards in 

Texas history last season. That meant a demotion 
for assistant Duane Akina and the opening of the vaults for new coordi- 
nator Will Muschamp. Mack Brown raided Auburn for the best coordina- 
tor available and paid him $425,000. When Muschamp has the players, 
he will play the same attacking defense that helped LSU win the 2003 
national championship. He doesn’t have all the horses yet. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Seven straight 10-win seasons. A new rock- 
star defensive coordinator. A soon-to-be expanded 93,000-seat stadium. 
NFL prospects all over the place. The only thing missing is another national 
championship. Watch sophomore Vondrell McGee, the next star at tailback. 

THE BAD NEWS: Quarterback Colt McCoy needs to rebound after 
his interceptions were up and touchdown passes were down. The final 
month includes trips to Texas Tech and Kansas. And the Longhorns have 
to play Missoun, Oklahoma doesn't. 

R ¢ It should come down to the Oklahoma game for the 
Big 12 ‘South title. Again. The defense will have to make a quantum leap, 
though, to get the Longhorns back into national contention. 


» CLEMSON 


No really ... we mean it. Tigers are Good. Seriously. 

You've heard it before, but this time we really mean 

it. This could be Tommy Bowden’s best team at 
Clemson. Really. The Tigers have 16 starters back and don’t play a true 
road game until the second week of October. The schedule is friendly 
enough, except for back-to-back roadies at Boston College and Florida 
State in November. But while we're on the subject of possible ACC titles, 
has it really been 17 years since Clemson won the league? 

THE GOOD NEWS: Is there any argument that Cullen Harper is 
the best QB in the league? Tailback James Davis wisely didn’t go to the 
NFL. Aaron Kelly could become the ACC’s all-time receptions leader. 
Clemson is one of two BCS teams to return a 1,000-yard rusher and 
receiver (Tennessee is the other). 

THE BAD NEWS: The offensive line has to be rebuilt ... and this 
is after Harper was sacked 35 times last season. The linebackers are 
an inexperienced group. DE Phillip Merling is gone but monster recruit 
Da’ Quan BORE could become the next star on the line. 

J : The ACC is up for grabs. Clemson should win it. Then 
again, Clemson should have done a lot of things over the years under 
Bowden. This team has 11-win potential, but since it's Clemson call it 9-3. 


). WEST VIRGINIA 


Turning Sour Grapes into Champagne 
New coach Bill Stewart is going to have to prove 
+ he didn’t just marry up. Stewart has the love of 
fans, right now, simply because he isn’t Rich Rodriguez. But he will have 
to recruit and win big to match what Rodriguez established in Morgan- 
town. And he won't be forgiven if his team goes south. For sure, Stewart 
is smart enough to keep the offense pretty much as is. Heck, WE could 
coach the offense this season. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Only Tim Tebow is better in the spread option 
than Heisman candidate Pat White. Tailback Noel Devine is a budding 
superstar if he can hold up physically to the work load. Rich Rodriguez 
left enough scheme and talent to win another Big East title. 

THE BAD NEWS: An ugly lawsuit. Accusations hurled by Rodriguez 
and the administration. The faster the program gets past Rich Rod, the bet- 
ter. On the field, West Virginia will soar or crash depending on whether 
coordinator Jeff Casteel can assemble another top-notch defense. 

R CALL: There’s too much quality on the schedule (Colorado, 
Rutgers, Auburn, Louisville, Pittsburgh) to expect national championship 
contention, especially for a rookie major college head coach. 
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1. WISCONSIN 


‘Old School’ Style Still Leads to New Year's 

Bret Bielema has established himself as a coach, 

winning 21 games in his first two seasons and tak- 
ing the Badgers to consecutive New Year's Day bowls. Wisconsin has 
become one of the country’s most consistent programs and something of 
an anachronism. Look, how cute, the Badgers still use a blocking fullback. 
But there’s really nothing cute about Wisconsin, which grinds and grinds 
... and has won at least nine games in seven of the past 10 years. 

THE GOOD NEWS: The Badgers are back fo pounding the oppo- 
sition with one of the best sets of backs in the country — P.J. Hill, Lance 
Smith and Zach Brown. If the quarterback situation can get settled, the 
defense should allow Wisconsin to contend for the Big Ten title. 

THE BAD NEWS: The quarterback situation IS unsettled. It was 
assumed that Kansas State transfer Allan Evridge would win the job. We'll 
see. Junior Dustin Sherer is the other option. It's no one’s fault, but injuries 
have geste this team the past two years, including this spring. 

: Asking Wisconsin to get past Ohio State for the Big 
Ten title is probably too much. But winning 10 isn’t out of the question if 
the Badgers can overcome a tough early conference schedule. 


>. BYU 


Passing Themselves all the way to Pasadena? 

The dynasty is back after 16 straight Mountain 

West Conference victories and three consecutive 
trips to the Las Vegas Bowl. Vegas, that’s nice and all, but the Cougars 
are itching for another holiday venue. Something with a big parade, per- 
haps. Lots of roses. One way or another, there will be at least one BCS 
opening in a western bow! — and that’s the destination BYU is aiming 
for in Bronco Mendenhall’s fourth season. 

THE GOOD NEWS: QB Max Hall came out flinging last season 
and never stopped, finishing with 3,848 passing yards. He’s protected by 
two Outland candidates — Dallas Reynolds and Ray Feinga. RB Harvey 
Unga is a bull. DE Jan Jorgensen had 14 sacks as a sophomore. 

THE BAD NEWS: The Cougars have to beat two Pac-10 teams 
(at Washington, vs. UCLA) in the first three weeks of the season. Later, 
BYU's road to at least the MWC title includes trips to top contenders 
TCU, and Utah on Nov. 22 in what could be a charged finish. 

) BYU needs to be in the top 12 of the final BCS stand- 
ings to get an automatic berth. An undefeated season is possible. A one- 
loss season, with a modest strength of schedule, that should be just 
enough. 


}. AUBURN 


TAT Dean of SEC has Another Contender 
Ga” Tommy Tuberville is the calm amid the storm. He's 
now the dean of SEC West coaches — with his 
nine years of fine service more than twice that of any coach at his cur- 
rent school. Of course, Houston Nutt is working on his 11th year in the 
West, but he’s now at Ole Miss, not Arkansas, which just points out how 
crazy things have been. That doesn’t mean Tuberville is standing pat. He’s 
swinging for the fences with one of those shiny new spread offenses. 

THE GOOD NEWS: That spread offense, courtesy of new coordi- 
nator Tony Franklin, was good for a season-high 423 yards in the bowl 
game against Clemson. It’s definitely on the uppity-up. The offensive line 
is fabulous, led by guard Tyronne Green, who compares to any recent 
Auburn great. 

THE BAD NEWS: The quarterback of the spread offense is still to 
be determined, with Kodi Burns and Chris Todd emerging as the favor- 
ites in the spring. There are three new starters on the defensive line who 
will uy to not disappoint All-American tackle Sen’Derrick Marks. 

R CALL: A favorable SEC schedule, with more of the toughies 
at home, should make a nine-win season the lowest of expectations. A 
Sept. 20 home knockout of LSU could lead to the West title. 
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4. ARIZONA STATE 


Erickson has Devils on the Run 

Was there ever any doubt Dennis Erickson would 

win at Arizona State? He might have foolishly 
bounced between jobs in the past and played a little loosey-goosey with 
a rule or two, but the bottom-line story of his college career is that he’s 
a winner. Erickson developed and guided a modestly talented Arizona 
State team to a 10-3 record last season, its best performance since Jake 
Plummer took the Devils to the Rose Bowl after the 1996 season. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Erickson has one of the best coaching staffs 
west of the SEC and the most experienced quarterback in the Pac-10 — 
cocky sonofagun Rudy Carpenter. Seven starters return on each side, 
plus there’s Groza Award winner Thomas Weber for a sure three points. 

THE BAD NEWS: The offensive line is under construction, which 
could derail talented skill players like RB Keegan Herring. ASU floun- 
dered late last season against better competition — Oregon, USC, Texas 
_ showing that the talent level still needs to be notch or two higher. 

DUR CALL: ASU is ready to take on this season’s tougher sched- 
ule (but, no, not ready to beat visiting Georgia). Carpenter's veteran 
savvy will carry the Devils far in a projected down year for the Pac-10. 


KANSAS 


What? You Expected Them to Just Go Away? 

Kansas was the only school last season to finish in 

the top five in scoring offense and scoring defense. 
It led the nation in turnover margin, too. Things won't be as easy this sea- 
son. Critics noted the Jayhawks beat exactly one Top 25 team (Kansas 
State, No. 24 at the time) before the Orange Bowl. The schedule toughens, 
with games against preseason Top 25 South Florida, Oklahoma, Texas 
Tech, Texas and Missouri. Now, all the Jayhawks have to do is win. 

THE GOOD NEWS: QB Todd Reesing is back to lead by sheer 
force of will. If things break down he has the feet to run or smarts to 
throw it out of bounds. Junior College player of the year Jocques Craw- 
ford (1,935 rushing yards) could help. Defense is a strength. 

THE BAD NEWS: There are issues at both offensive tackle spots, 
including a big vacancy on the left side where departed All-American 
Anthony Collins used to be. All-American CB Aqib Talib is gone, but nine 
Big SEIS should pick up the slack. 

UR : Coach Mark Mangino has built this team for long- 
term success, ara while we don’t see a North title for 2008, the Jayhawks 
also don’t figure to fade to black a year after they went supernova. 


1G. TEXAS TECH 


Pass Like This and You Don’t Need to Run 

This is as loaded as the Red Raiders have been in 

Mike Leach’s nine seasons. Ten starters return to 
the nation’s No. 2 offense. The offense you know about, but Leach has 
a serviceable defense that could help the Red Raiders finish above their 
traditional third/fourth in the Big 12 South. 

That defense finished a respectable third in the league. On the other 
hand, it also had a hard time stopping the run, giving up at least 200 
yards on the ground to five Big 12 teams. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Back to our feature presentation: Leach has 
never had a better offense. Graham Harrell has eight of his top 10 receiv- 
ers back, including Biletnikoff Award winner Michael Crabtree. One of 
those guys could get a New York invite for the Heisman. 

THE BAD NEWS: Offensive balance is a problem, but Leach 
doesn't seem to care. Tech finished last nationally in rushing last season. 
If opposing defenses can pressure Harrell, the game is over. Even though 
Tech won nine vast season, its four losses were by a combined 56 points. 

UR ¢ : It's hard to pick 10 victories from a schedule that 
includes trips to ‘Oklahoma, Kansas and Texas A&M. Texas Tech will 
probably lose one it shouldn't, end up 9-3 and third in the Big 12 South. 
Haven't we heard this before? 
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1°7.. WAKE FOREST 


Dismiss the Deacons? Not This Year. 

Wake Forest, with its mostly nowhere past, is a 

program easily dismissed. Its stadium, although 
recently updated, still has only 31,500 permanent seats. Let's see — that 
wouldn't even fill one side of most places. Tradition? Wake has won only 
two conference championships in 107 seasons of football. But one of 
those was in 2006. Then the Demon Deacons followed up with a nine- 
win season. Sixteen starters are back. They're not going away. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Wake Forest has a couple of those guys who 
seem to be eighth-year seniors, like cornerback Alphonso Smith and kick- 
er/punter Sam Swank. Accurate junior QB Riley Skinner is entering his 
third season as the starter, established as one of the best in the ACC. 

THE BAD NEWS: The Deacons will miss graduated center Steve 
Justice. The offense needs a home-run threat at receiver. The Demon 
Deacons have to show that they're better than the 44-10 drubbing they 
reo at Clemson last season. 

: The bulk of a team that won 20 games in the past two 
years is eck Wake’ s players, from Skinner and Swank, RB Josh Adams 
and LB Aaron Curry, are simply better than most others in the ACC. 


3. ILLINOIS 


Corner turned, Juice and Friends Pour it on 
Ron Zook seemingly turned the corner, getting |I- 
linois to Pasadena for the first time in 24 years. 
Not even the depressing Rose Bowl loss could trump the good feeling 
from the regular season, which included the memorable victory over 
Ohio State. Zook also survived the ravages of coaching changes and 
retained his right-hand man, Mike Locksley, as offensive coordinator 
and ace recruiter. They have the nation’s attention; now, the Illini must 
prove they truly belong. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Illinois is one of the few teams in the country 
that runs a power running game out of the spread. If quarterback Juice 
Williams improves his completion percentage, the offense will gain some 
needed balance. 

THE BAD NEWS: Tailback Rashard Mendenhall took his 1,681 
yards and went pro. Zook must find a replacement among junior Daniel 
Dufrene and redshirt freshman Troy Pollard. And All-American lineback- 
er J Leman is no ‘longer around to clean every defensive mistake. 

OUR CALL: It will be hard for Illinois to have a better record than 
last season’ § "9 4 mark, and the Illini better be sharp early against Mis- 
souri and back-to-back road games at Penn State and Michigan. 


ILLINOIS 


1... SOUTH FLORIDA 


Burned in the Sun Bowl, Bigger Goals in Focus 

Call it unfinished business. Just getting to a bowl 

isn’t enough. The Sun Bowl! last season? That didn't 
exactly fit the Bulls like a pair of Tony Lama boots. After a 6-0 start they were 
thinking national title ... and then hoped for a conference title and a BCS 
game... and then they waited on the Gator. Didn't happen. The Sun was kind 
of a big, fat letdown — and it showed in a blowout loss to Oregon and its 
fourth-string quarterback. It’s all motivation for 18 returning starters. 

THE GOOD NEWS: USF returns 10 starters on offense, starting 
with QB Matt Grothe, who passed and ran like crazy and got all worn down 
near the end of last year. RB Mike Ford could be used more to keep Grothe 
fresh. No worries with DE George Selvie, who had 31.5 tackles for loss. 

THE BAD NEWS: It was a comfort having two NFL-caliber cor- 
nerbacks last season. No more. Mike Jenkins and Trae Williams are 
gone. On offense, much depends on how healthy Grothe (3,542 yards of 
total offense) IS able to remain. 

U LL: Selvie and Grothe lead a veteran team that has won 
big games, Sn might now know how to better handle the spotlight. No 
doubt, the Bulls can win the Big East. 
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20. ALABAMA 


Saban’s Newbies Take Control 

The Crimson Tide has many ingredients of a sleep- 

er. Alabama has a returning starting quarterback, 
John Parker Wilson, who has been good and has the ability to hit the 
big time. Alabama has a front seven that should decently stop the run 
(28th nationally last year). The Tide lost a bunch of close games (all six 
losses by a touchdown or less) that could easily turn around. And it has 
a higher-than-average number of returning starters (17). 

THE GOOD NEWS: One more thing about Alabama as a sleep- 
er: Teams often make a big jump in a coach’s second season. Nick 
Saban has some excellent pieces here — including OT Andre Smith, C 
Antoine Caldwell, S Rashad Johnson, RB Terry Grant and LB Rolando 
McClain. 

THE BAD NEWS: Alabama does need some players to step up 
along the defensive front seven. And while having the nation’s No. 1 
recruiting class is a good thing, using so many newbies right away — 
especially on core — isn't always the best of signs. 

OUF .: Like everyone else in the SEC, the schedule leaves lit- 
tle margin for error, plus there’s the opener against Clemson. But here's 
the bottom line: Get the Tide while you can, because Saban is building. 


O 21. OREGON 


Be alert: Gang Green’s back in Eugene 

OREGON | Just about nobody thought Oregon could win 
last season without Dennis Dixon. His torn ACL 
was the difference between a national championship bid and a three- 
game losing streak to end the regular season. Then the Ducks put up 56 
against South Florida in the Sun Bowl. So it is possible. Oregon will find 
somebody at quarterback who can make the offense work well enough to 
let the team’s strength — its defense — take it from there. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Coordinator Nick Aliotti’s defense, led by 
sack-man end Nick Reed, will be one of the Pac-10's best. All-league 
safety Patrick Chung has been roving the secondary forever it seems. JC 
running back LaGarrette Blount was a spring revelation, easing concerns 
over the loss of Jonathan Stewart. 

THE BAD NEWS: The lost firepower will test the ingenuity of of- 
fensive coordinator Chip Kelly and his spread option. The schedule has 
some tricky non-conference games (at Purdue, vs. Boise State) and a 
slew of tough trips in league play (USC, Arizona State, Cal). 

OUR CALL: It’s OK that Oregon won't be scoring in the 50s, which 
it did four times last year with Dixon. The Ducks are always best anyway 
when the defense leads the charge. Can we still call them Gang Green? 


FRESNO STATE 


Move Over Broncos ... Old Guard is Back 

It is hard to believe that for all the good coach Pat 

Hill has done at Fresno State, for all the upsets of 
BCS schools, and all the off-Saturday appearances on ESPN, he’s only 
won one WAC championship in 11 years. Much of the blame goes to 
nemesis Boise State, which regularly has broken the Bulldogs’ hearts 
since joining the league in 2001. The Broncos again are a high hurdle 
— but at least Hawaii isn’t this season — and it looks like this is the 
Bulldogs’ time to turn the tables. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Fresno State returns 10 starters on offense 
and is plenty deep at running back, so it will be able to play good ol’ 
blue-collar football, which is fine by Hill. Quarterback Tom Brandstater is 
a steady veteran who can avoid the killer mistake. 

THE BAD NEWS: This season, “anyone, anytime, anywhere” in- 
cludes games at Rutgers and UCLA, with a home matchup against Wis- 
consin. Hill spent the spring looking for more aggressive play on defense 
after the ous came up with a mere 13 turnovers last season. 

JI : With the schedule, we're not talking BCS material 
here. But Fier State will knock off somebody good, avoid its usual 
blunder in the league, and win the WAC for the first time since ‘99. 
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SD =» PITTSBURGH 


OK, Dave, Show Us What You've Got 
Dave Wannstedt, entering his fourth season at 
Pitt, has strung together the kind of recruiting 
classes that should begin to translate to more victories and a national 
ranking. His results so far: underwhelming. He has a 16-19 record with 
the Panthers, no winning season, and he's yet to beat Rutgers or Lou- 
isville, even when the Cardinals were bad last season. This is a prove-it 
year for a program that returns 17 starters from the team that denied 
West Virginia the national title game. 
THE GOOD NEWS: LeSean McCoy ran for 1,328 yards and 14 
TDs as a true freshman, more yards than that other touted freshman at 
Georgia. The Panthers are deep at receiver and get back 2006 star Derek 
Kinder from injury. LB Scott McKillop hogs just about every tackle. 
THE BAD NEWS: The Panthers have to figure out their quarter- 
back situation and make sure there’s enough balance to keep McCoy 
from being too jag ofa target. 

JR : No excuses. No excuses for anything less than a 4-0 
start. No excuses for not going to a bowl. No excuses for not making 
less than a full-hearted effort at the Big East title. The pressure is on 
Wannstedt. 


, TENNESSEE 


Another Big Second-Half Push 

Critics will point out that it’s been nearly 10 years 

since Tennessee went on its magical run to the na- 
tional title, and the Vols haven't won the SEC championship since. There 
have been numerous off-field issues, including this past winter, which 
is why you sometimes see “embattled” next to the words “coach Phillip 
Fulmer.” Through it all, it’s easy to forget the resiliency the team showed 
in winning the SEC East last season, finishing with 10 victories. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Eight starters are back on offense, and the 
return of senior running back Arian Foster was welcome news. The Vols 
are deep at running back, receiver and in the secondary. The team could 
make a big push over a somewhat weak second half of the season. 

THE BAD NEWS: The hub of the offense — QB Erik Ainge and 
coordinator David Cutcliffe — has to be replaced. How will the team 
adapt to a more wide-open offense? Jerod Mayo’s early departure to the 
NFL was a be bite out of the front seven. 

JR .: The Vols definitely have the personnel to move higher 
in the rankings. It's just that not all the talented teams in the SEC can win 
every week. Somebody has to slide a bit. 


FLORIDA STATE 


Can Papa Bowden put Together Another Big Run? 

Bobby Bowden has 17 losses in the past three 

seasons — and that’s four more than he had in 
the entire decade of the ‘90s. The end isn’t completely at hand yet, but 
the program already has sent out the puff of white smoke, signaling of- 
fensive coordinator Jimbo Fisher is next in line. Having that continuity 
should help the ‘Noles move forward, especially on the recruiting trail, as 
the team tries to gear up for one more big run for Papa Bowden. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Most teams would die for the raw talent in 
Tallahassee. A secondary that has safety Myron Rolle, plus corners Tony 
Carter and Patrick Robinson should be a defensive strength. WR Greg 
Carr is an NFL prototype. Senior QB Drew Weatherford has experience, 
if not pizzazz. 

THE BAD NEWS: Florida State could win the mess of a Coastal 
Division but is stuck in the more-stacked Atlantic. The ‘Noles have lost 
the past three Bowden Bowls to Tommy's Tigers, and any semblance of 
a running game : a distant memory. 

JUR CALL: This might not be the year FSU sheds its under- 
achiever label reese most expect them to achieve little. But eight wins 
are out there, which would be a step in the right direction. 
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You could travel the globe and not find more sports opportunities than we have right here in 


Alabama. That's why we're devoting an entire year to sports of all kinds. Racing at the Talladega 


Superspeedway, football in Auburn and Tuscaloosa, golf along the Robert Trent Jones Golf 
Trail. We've got it all. So if you've got a passion for sports, then 2008 is going to be a year to 
remember. Get schedules, see video clips, get information about sports events and destinations, 


and register to win the ULTIMATE ALABAMA SPORTS SWEEPSTAKES ar WWW.yearofalabamasports.com. 


RATING THE TEAMS I-|l9 


1. Georgia.......SEC 1 
2.USC..........Pac-10 1 
3. Ohio State.....BigTen 1 
4. Oklahoma.....Bigi2 1 
5, Missouri......Big12 2 


egon.......Pac-10 
22, Fresno State. . .WAC 
23, Pitt.......,..-Big East 
Hane 
25, Florida State... .ACC 


16. Wake Forest ...ACC 2 
17. IMinois........BigTen 3 
18, South Florida ..Big East 2 
19. Texas Tech....Bigi2 5 
20. Alabama......SEC 5 


13. Auburn . . SEC 
14, Arizona State . .Pac-10 
15. Kansas .......Big 12 


8, Texas ... 
9. West Virginia ..Big East 1 
10. Clemson ......ACC 1 


Conf. Conf. Rank 
WAC 3 QB Colin Kaepemick, RB Luke Lippincott lead Pistol offense, 
MWC 4 _~—_-QB Donovan Porterie is one of the best in Mountain West. 
BigTen 10 Top 20 recruiting class a sign of better things to come. 
WAC 4 Defense will have to be the star of the show this time around. 
77. Southem Miss C-USA 6 — Program gone stale? New coach Larry Fedora breaks out spread, 
78, Vanderbilt SEC 12 Vandy seemed to have a shot last year. Now? Not so much, 
79. Washington State Pac-10 10 New coach Paul Wulff puts new QB into new no-huddle offense. 
80. lowa State Big12 11 _ Late-season wins over Kansas State, Colorado were encouraging, 
81. Air Force MWC  =5 —_Onlynine starters return from fine 9-4 season for Troy Calhoun. 
82. Northwestem  BigTen 11 Wildcats try to rally behind senior quarterback C.J. Bacher. 
83. Baylor Bigi2 12 Bears, still languishing, made good hire with coach Art Briles, 
84. Florida Atlantic Sun Belt 1 Owls, led by QB Rusty Smith, should repeat as league champs. 
85. Wyoming MWC 6 _ Promising season ended with six losses in final seven games. 
86. New Mexico St. WAC 5 Passing game might be enough to end 47-season bowl drought. 
87. UTEP C-USA 7 Miners trying out 3-3-5 scheme to improve woeful defense. 
88. Troy Sun Belt 2 Need to find a suitable replacement for QB Omar Haugabook. 
89. Marshall C-USA 8 Building up the roster, Mark Snyder's team should keep improving, 
90. San Diego State MWC 7  Lackofsuccess at SDSU is a college football mystery. 
91. San Jose State WAC 6 Spartans can move higher if new quarterback emerges. 
92. Syracuse BigEast 8 Orange not ready for a bow! — even in a league with seven tie-ins. 
93. Duke ACC 12 Last two coaches a combined 13-90. Welcome, David Cutcliffe. 
94. Louisiana Tech WAC 7 _ Made three-game improvement in coach Derek Dooley’s debut. 
95. Colorado State MWC 8 Steve Fairchild takes over after awkward Sonny Lubick departure. 
96. Kent State MAC 4 Flashes have potent running game with Eugene Jarvis. 
97. Tulane C-USA 9 Bob Toledo got things moving in the right direction last season. 
98. SMU C-USA 10 Mustangs make big move, open wallet and pull in June Jones. 
99. Bowling Green MAC 5 Should have one of leaque’s best offenses again. 

100. Toledo MAC 6 Toledo gets both Central Michigan and Ball State at home, 

101, UL-Monroe Sun Belt 3  Aftera victory at Alabama, a lot more things seems possible, 

102. Akron MAC 7 — Zipsplaying last season in Rubber Bowl, awaiting new digs, 

103. Rice C-USA 11 QB Chase Clement, WR Jarett Dillard ... and no defense, 

. Ohio Has to overcome tough schedule and loss of RB Kalvin McRae. 


No. Team 
73. Nevada 
74, New Mexico 
75. Minnesota 
76. Hawaii 


No. Team Conf. Conf, Rank 

26. Penn State BigTen 4 Games at Wisconsin, Ohio State could preclude a serious run. 
27. South Carolina SEC 7 Due for better health in 2008 as team slogs through tough SEC. 
28. Boise State WAC 2 Broncos, even during some remodeling, seem good for nine wins. 
29. VirginiaTech ACC 4 Rebuilding year for Hokies, who should still win Coastal division. 
30. Texas A&M Big12 6 Aggies have new offense, new defense, new coach Mike Sherman. 
31. Michigan BigTen 5  Abumpy start for the major transition to coach Rich Rodriguez. 
32. California Pac-10 4 Quarterback position figures to be a mystery until fall camp. 

33, Rutgers BigEast 4 — Looking at another bowl, but schedule will make it a challenge. 
34. Maryland ACC 5 _ Just one winning record for Terps in the past four seasons, 

35. Boston College ACC 6 Eagles begin life without Ryan ... and start over at RB, too. 

36. Michigan State  BigTen 6 — Allseven losses last season came by a touchdown or less. 

37. UCLA Pac-10 Never a dull moment with Rick Neuheisel now in charge. 

38. Tulsa C-USA Another high-scoring team, even without QB Paul Smith. 

39. Utah MWC Looks like best Utah team since perfect 2004 season. 

40. Colorado Big 12 Buffs another team testing out a hurry-up, no-huddle offense, 

. Oklahoma State Big 12 QB Zac Robinson back in offense that averaged 486.3 yards. 

. North Carolina ACC Tar Heels ready to make a move in Butch Davis’ second year. 

. Miami ACC Infusion of young talent bodes well ... for the 2009 season. 

. TCU MWC Homed Frogs never too far away from conference title. 

. lowa Big Ten Hawkeyes are just one game over .500 in the past three years. 
SEC 15 starters return from team that won eight games, including bowl. 
Big Ten Last go-round for coach Joe Tiller could feature more no-huddle. 
Pac-10 Doing some rebuilding, but the Beavers often surprise, 

C-USA Kevin Sumlin takes over as coach, ready to challenge in West. 
Big East Have to navigate tougher schedule after tying for Big East title. 
Big 12 Bo Pelini brings hope after Huskers were a hornible 2-6 in league. 
C-USA Tigers have hope on defense, look for fifth bow! in six seasons. 
SEC Hope squared in Oxford: Coach Houston Nutt, QB Jevan Snead. 
SEC Bobby Petrino will win here eventually, but Hogs lost too much. 
C-USA Overhaul on offense after losing RB Kevin Smith (2,567 yds). 

ACC Five-way quarterback battle heads into fall camp. 

Big East Cardinals will slip back into bow! biz after miserable 6-6 season. 
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It will be fun to see coach Paul Johnson's option in the ACC. 
Getting back to the bowl fringes sounds like progress after 2007. 
Can't get in sync: Offense steps forward, defense steps back. 
Program lost some steam after losing final four games last year. 
Competitive, but it doesn’t look like another nine-win season. 
Wildcats fall back after posting consecutive eight-win seasons. 
Jake Locker is the West Coast version of Florida's Tim Tebow. 
Still a tough climb despite last season's magic ride to a bowl. 
Improving talent can compete in any week ... right, USC? 

QB Dan LeFevour tries to lead Chippewas to third straight crown. 
Super offense will push Central Michigan for division, league title. 
Skip Holtz has to replace all-everything RB Chris Johnson. 
Should repeat East title thanks to stingy defense. 

Cavs replacing too much key talent to be a threat in ACC. 

Same ol' triple option under new coach Ken Niumatalolo. 


. Norther Illinois 
. Wester Michigan MAC 
. UL-Lafayette 
. Temple 

. Buffalo 

. Amy IND 
. UAB 
. Middle Tennessee Sun Belt 
. Arkansas State 
. Easter Michigan MAC 
. North Texas 
. Idaho 

. Utah State 
. Fla. International Sun Belt 


MAC 


Sun Belt 


MAC 


MAC 


C-USA 


Sun Belt 


Sun Belt 


WAC 
WAC 


Mike Sanford (6-29) needs to produce in his fourth season. 

New coach Jerry Kill inherits veteran team. A quick bounce-back? 
Defense should be stout in the MAC with 11 starters back. 
Enough offense to be a spoiler or factor in the conference race. 
An experienced team that is going to continue to get a little better. 
That's improvement: Coach Tumer Gill is 7-17 in two seasons. 
Stan Brock spent his second spring tinkering with the offense, 
Good news or bad: 19 starters back from two-win team. 

Not enough else surrounding two experienced quarterbacks. 
Thing you need to know: The team is now called the Red Wolves. 
Quarterback Andy Schmitt could help Eagles fly higher. 

Lots of offense, no defense ... let's play some shootouts, 

Vandals enter season on a 10-game losing streak. 

Aggies’ last winning record was 6-5 in 1996 under John L Smith. 
Ended last year with win over North Texas, erasing 23-game skid. 
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Like a man in long pants 


WIN PERCENTAGE 63.4% 


= PROFIT 


Ordinary Sports Service 
like a boy in short pants 
WIN PERCENTAGE 55% 
PROFIT 


He: is that possible? okay, look at last year. 
My W/L record for ‘07 (not counting PreSeason/ 
Bowls/Playoffs) was 64 & 37 for 63.4%. If you wagered 
$100 a game, you netted $2,330 after vig. 


Wow, how'd thaf happen? simple. Like everything else, football 
games are good, better and best. At Jim Hurley’s Network, we know our 
best games and rate them accordingly. Ambitious customers who bet my 
games the way | told them had a season for the record books, winning 
a whopping 320 out of 449 units - for 71.3% winners - even 
though our regular won/lost record was “only” 63.4% 


One monster key was my Gale Of the Month series. 
Far and away the best games anywhere, they started with 
a bang and never let up! Imagine the confidence of 
betting games that win 10 out of 11! 


$3 Texas Tech/SMU (Under 60) 49/9 
$9 Seahawks/Bucs (Under 41) 20/6 
$22 Georgia (+3%) Alabama 26-23 

Michigan (+242) Penn St 14-9 
$29 Clemson (-3) Ga Tech 3-13 
$30 Lions (+3) Bears 37-27 
020 USC (-17%2) Notre Dame 38-0 
N4 Texans (+3) Raiders 24-17 
N10 NC St (-312) N Carolina 31-27 
N24 VaTech (-3%) Virginia 33-21 

So Car (+32) Clemson 21-23 
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Jim Hurley’s SUPER Network 
Jim busting out of phone-booth — 

WIN PERCENTAGE 71.3% 
PROFIT $17,755 


You know what this is leading up to? The idea of Jim Hurley’s 
SUPERNETWORK. Right. We’re going to repeat what we did last 
year — only this time YOU'RE invited. And 
I’m talking about my best games, all my best and nothing but my best— 
my Game of the Month, my Golden Games, my Totals Games of the Month 
and all the superplays that got us all the money last year — only instead of 
guaranteeing you 70% on the games, 
Try me for 60 days — at a cost of only $125 — (figure 5,6,7 games a 
week) and if by October 1, you have not won 70% of your betting units, 


If! do hit 70%, you agree to come in for the rest of the college & NFL season 
for the introductory fee of only $300 — a fraction of what you already won! 

Or, if you’re already sold and want to save some money, order the en- 
tire 70% program now for the Charter rate of $300 — and save $125! 

Season Subscription (22 issues) to my Network Bulletin: Mailed every 
Sunday evening: Exclusive updated power ratings, picks on all 
college/NFL games, Best Bets/Upset Specials. Midweek update by email. 


WHAT YOURE ORDERING RIGHT NOW IS 
ALL YOU NEED TO ENJOY THE SEASON OF YOUR LIFE! 


Sign up now and get my world-class NFL pre-season games that 
went 20-3-1 last year! (list on request), starting with the Hall of Fame 
Game, August 3rd (Colts vs Redskins). 


CALL 


Or me direct at: 516-749-8094 a= 
Or sign up on line at WWW.JIIM Com 


© @ 366 N Broadway Suite 410 @ Jericho NY 11753-2000 
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J ‘he question is always: there: for 
Tim Tebow, and it is all Archie’ 


.Griffin's fault. 

Ever since the Ohio State running 
back became the only person to win two 
Heisman trophies in 1974 and 1975, the 
other four returning Heisman winners 
have faced the same query: 

Can you win it again? 

Each time, the answer has turned out 
to be no. Oklahoma's Billy Sims and 
Jason White, BYU’s Ty Detmer and USC's 
Matt Leinart couldn’t repeat Griffin's 
double play. Now it’s Tebow’s turn to 
try. 

He’s certainly not shying 
away from it. 

“T like it,” he said. “I like 
the challenge — always 
something new.” 

It will be hard, though, 
because he is battling some- 
thing this season that he 
didn't in 2007: Such wildly 
grandiose expectations. 

Before Tebow’s first game as 
a starter, critics questioned his 
ability as a passer and (as a 
quarterback who actually likes 
contact) his durability. Four 
months later, he was the first 
player in major college history 
to rush and pass for at least 20 
touchdowns in a season. 

He threw 32 touchdown 
passes and rushed for 23 
scores — the 55 total TDs are 
the SEC single-season record. 

He threw only six intercep- 
tions, and three were the 
fault of receivers. His passer 
rating of 172.5 was the sec- 
ond best in the nation, and he 
completed 66.9 percent of his passes. 

It was the 23 rushing touchdowns 
that might have pushed Tebow over the 
top among Heisman voters, and to win 
it again, he might have to equal or top 
that — which could very well be 
impossible. Coach Urban Meyer says he 
doesn’t plan to have the 6-3, 235-pound- 
er average 16 carries a game as he did 
last season. 

“Our plan, first of all, is to win the 
game,” Meyer said. “You've got to win the 
game by whatever means necessary. 
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_ However, we have to have intelligence 


about us and not put our players at risk.” 

There’s also the Percy Harvin factor. 
The junior running back/receiver 
accounted for 1,622 yards rushing and 
receiving last season despite missing 
two games because of migraines. He has 
a legitimate chance to amass 1,000 
yards rushing and receiving in the same 
season. 

Florida doesn’t conduct Heisman cam- 
paigns for its players, but Meyer already 
started one for Harvin in the moments 
after Tebow first touched his trophy in 
New York City. He sent Harvin a text 
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message that read, “You're next.” 

Heck, even Tebow is stumping for his 
teammate. He hadn't even left New York 
when he said he’d vote for Harvin in 
2008 much the way Southern 


California’s Matt Leinart touted his back- ~ 


field teammate Reggie Bush en route to 
their back-to-back Heisman successes. 

“Percy is unbelievable,” Tebow said. 
“There really aren't many guys playing 
college football or in the NFL who can 
make the cuts he can. There would be a 
lot of torn ACLs.” 


Teammates stealing votes from one 


- another is not rare. It’s what happened 


to White in 2004 and Leinart in 2005. 

White won the Heisman in 2003 after 
throwing for 3,846 yards and 40 touch- 
downs, but he wasn’t the best player on 
his team in 2004. That was running back 
Adrian Peterson, who had one of the 
greatest freshmen seasons in NCAA his- 
tory - 1,925 yards and 15 TDs. 

Peterson finished second to Leinart, 
who threw for 3,322 yards and 33 touch- 
downs. White (3,205 yards and 35 touch- 
downs) finished third. 

In 2005, USC's Bush won the award 

after totaling 2,890 all-purpose 

yards and 19 touchdowns. 

Leinart finished third behind 

Texas’ Vince Young. 

Teammates didn’t prevent 
Sims and Detmer from becom- 
ing repeat winners. They were 
beaten by better players. 

Sims followed his 1978 
Heisman with 1,506 yards 
rushing in the regular season, 
but lost out to USC's Charles 
White, who led the nation 
with 2,050 yards. 

Detmer threw for 5,188 
yards and 41 touchdowns in 
1990, but -the Cougars strug- 
gled in 1991 and his yardage 
total dipped by more than 
1,000. Michigan’s Desmond 
Howard, who caught 61 passes 
for 950 yards and 19 touch- 
downs, won the award. Detmer 
finished third. 

What's more,-Tebow will 
have to deal with the same 
thing Sims, Detmer, White, 

and Leinart did: Sitting in the 
crosshairs of defensive players. There's 
always someone anxious to get some 
extra licks against Mr. Heisman. 

He'll also be under the proverbial 
microscope even more. There's no such 
thing as a small mistake for a Heisman 
Trophy winner. 

“Tf anything, that will just motivate me 
to work that much harder,” Tebow said. 

“Any time you have success or you 
have a platform, there's always going to 
be people trying to knock you off. That's 
society. That's the way people are. There 
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are pros and cons with everything and 
that’s one of the cons with it.” 

Another con is the immense publicity 
and exposure. Between interviews, speak- 
ing engagements, banquets and auto- 
graph requests, it can get overwhelming, 
said 2000 winner Chris Weinke. 

“Life's never going to be the same,” 
Weinke said. 

“I was talking to former winners 
(immediately after winning the award) 
and they said once you win it, anywhere 
you go, anytime you speak to a group of 
people, or any time you're out in public 
or anywhere, it’s not just you anymore. 

“Along with your name is, ‘This is 
Chris Weinke 2000 Heisman Trophy win- 
ner’ That's how people look at you.” 

It's not like Tebow wasn’t already the 
subject of enough attention. He arrived 
in Gainesville in January 2007 from Ponte 
Vedra Beach Nease High as the most- 
hyped recruit in the state's history. 

He committed to Florida in a live press 
conference on ESPN in December 2005, 
and later that night the sports network 
televised a one-hour documentary about 
Tebow’s life, high school career, and his 
agonizing decision of choosing between 
Alabama and Florida. 

The title of the documentary: The 
Chosen One. 

He was a folk hero from the moment 
he got on campus. College kids wanted 
autographs and pictures, older fans 
wanted to chat football for a few 
moments, and teenaged girls giggled 
when he walked by. 

He couldn't go anywhere without being 
asked for an autograph or a picture. He’s 
been asked to sign fruit (the watermelon 


20 Linoy’s Sports ANNUALS 


2007 HEISMAN VOTING 


TOTAL 
PLAYER SCHOOL 1ST 2ND 3RD POINTS 
1 TIM TEBOW, QB FLORIDA 462 229 113 1.957 
2. DARREN MCFADDEN. RB ARKANSAS 291 355 120 1,703 
3. COLT BRENNAN. QB HAWAII 54 114 242 632 — 
4, CHASE DANIEL. OB MISSOURI 25 84 182 425 
5. DENNIS DIXON. QB OREGON 17 31 65 178 
6. PATRICK WHITE, QB = WEST VIRGINIA 16 28 EG 150 
7. MATT RYAN, QB BOSTON COLLEGE 9 fe 22 63 
8. KEVIN SMITH. RB CENTRAL FLORIDA 3 11 24 55 
9, GLENN DORSEY, DT LOUISIANA STATE 3 6 9 30 
10. CHRIS LONG. DE VIRGINIA 1 2 10 17 


was the easiest), milk cartons, cereal 
boxes (Wheaties, of course) and body 
parts — a nose, a forehead, necks. 

One spring afternoon, during a visit to 
a Gainesville elementary school, awoman 
approached and asked Tebow to sign her 
infant daughter's head. So he did. With 
a Sharpie. 

“I was laughing so hard,” Tebow 
said. “This lady was like, ‘Will you sign 
my baby?’ I was like, ‘Sure ma‘am/ I 
signed her forehead. The lady was so 
ecstatic, too.” 

There was also his now-legendary per- 
formance of Kenny Chesney's “She Thinks 
My Tractor’s Sexy” with Chesney, who 
was playing a small Gainesville club. 

The two have become good friends, 
close enough that Tebow recently 
recalled a conversation in which he 
blasted his buddy for scheduling a con- 
cert in nearby Jacksonville for 8 p.m. 
Aug. 30 — the day the Gators open the 
2008 season against Hawaii. 

Plus, there are the “Tim Tebow facts.” 

Superman wears Tim Tebow pajamas. 

Tim Tebow counted to infinity — 
twice. 

Tim Tebow can divide by zero. 

Sure, it’s a ripoff of the quirky Chuck 
Norris facts — Chuck Norris can believe 
it’s not butter! — but substitute Tebow’s 
name for Norris, throw the saying on an 
orange and blue T-shirt, and, well, you 
sell a lot of T-shirts. 

And, uh ... that was before he won the 
Heisman. 

Now it’s gone nuclear. 

Within days of winning the Heisman, 
he had already received congratulatory 
letters or phone calls from President 


Bush, Florida Gov. Charlie Crist, Chesney 
— and Norris. 

Speaking requests, which already were 
nearly unmanageable before, nearly tri- 
pled. Church groups, youth groups, 
schools, prisons, Boy Scouts, football 
teams — some from as far away as Texas 
— all wanted Tebow to visit. 

And not to talk about football. More 
so, to talk about his Christian faith and 
the missionary work he and his family 
do in the Philippines. 

The Bob Tebow Evangelistic Association 
— named after Tim’s father — runs an 
orphanage in the Philippines. Tebow has 
spent time there every year since he 
was 15. 

As plentiful as the speaking requests 
were, they were dwarfed by the auto- 
graph requests. Florida received so many 
that the school asked fans not to 
approach Tebow, instructing them to 
instead pick up a free autographed 
poster from the school. 

“The number of (autograph) requests 
have probably increased 100-fold,” said 
Jamie McCloskey, UF’s associate athletic 
director for compliance. “That's not fair 
to him. I think we have a duty, a respon- 
sibility, an obligation, to protect him.” 

In the days following his return to 
Gainesville after winning the award, the 
crowd waiting outside the practice field 
during Capital One Bowl practices was so 
thick that the school ferried Tebow to 
and from the practice field on a golf 
cart. Otherwise he would have been 
signing for more than an hour. 

Gladly, though. 

“I remember when I was young and I 
wanted an autograph with (former UF 
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quarterback) Danny (Wuerffel) or have a 
picture taken with him, and he was 
more than happy to take it with me,” 
Tebow said. “I remember how that makes 
you feel as a kid. You want to give that 
same feeling to kids now. 

“After a while it can start wearing on 
you, but you have to go and say, Tm 
making a lot of people happy by doing 
this, and that should give me joy’ And it 
does give me joy. I think that’s how you 
go about handling it.” 

Tebow also uses his immense popular- 
ity to help raise awareness of those in 
need. That’s why he teamed with UF's 
student government to organize a char- 
ity powder puff tournament for the 
school’s sororities to raise money for 
charities locally and across the world. 

Tebow convinced 14 of UF's 18 sorori- 
ties to participate and got 15 teammates 
to agree to act as coaches for the soror- 
ity teams (twins Mike and Maurkice 
Pouncey were a set). The tournament, 
played the day after UF's spring game, 
raised nearly $10,000, and Tebow hopes 
it will become an annual event. 

The idea was sparked when Tebow met 
1982 Heisman winner Herschel Walker at 
the formal dinner two days after the 
Heisman ceremony. 

“He was saying how a lot of people have 
great intentions and great wishes, but 
(they don’t) actually get up and do some- 
thing,” Tebow said. “A lot of people have 
great intentions for things, but to actually 


get up and work for it — that was some- 
thing that was very motivating and cool.” 

By now this thought is certainly out 
there: This kid is too good to be true. 

Craig Howard, Tebow’s coach at Nease 
High School, said people say that to him 
a lot. His answer is always the same: 
That's just Timmy. 

“He is that guy,” Howard said. “They 
always look for a flaw. I guess people 
don’t want to have a real American hero. 
Tim Tebow is the real American hero and 
he's the real deal. 

“Winning the Heisman is a life-chang- 
ing experience and it does change 
Timmy's life, but it won't change Timmy. 
He will be the same kid that will be in 
church on Sunday morning, and on 
Sunday afternoon hell be working on 
some flaw in his ability to improve.” 

Wait until this December, Howard 
said, and you'll be even more impressed. 
Then people will be talking three-peat. 

“He has a chance to be the first guy in 
history to win three Heismans,” Howard 
said. “He’s always doing these kinds of 
things. He did it in high school. He 
broke every record in the history of high 
school football in Florida. 

“When he went to Florida they said, 
‘Well, he can’t do it at Florida’ Now he’s 
done that. Now that he’s made this 
threshold, he has a chance to do it bet- 
ter than it’s ever been done before. 

“And I’m one guy who believes 
he will.” = 


TEBOW S 2007 STATS 


PASSING 

13 234 350 66.9 3,286 
RUNNING 

13 210 895 4.3 23 
HIGHLIGHTS 


252.8 172.46 


68.8 


¢ First player in NCAA history with at least 20 passing and 20 rushing touchdowns 


in one season. 


* Set SEC record for total touchdowns in a season (55) 
© Has 14-game streak with at least one passing and one rushing TD, the longest 


in NCAA history. 


¢ Set NCAA record for rushing touchdowns by a quarterback (23). 
* Set school single-game record with five rushing touchdowns vs. South Carolina. 
Had seven total touchdowns against the Gamecocks. 


* Led SEC in total offense (321.6 yards per game). 


ON ALON 
TWICE 


ARCHIE GRIFFIN IS (AND 
MAYBE ALWAYS WILL BE) THE 
ONE AND ONLY TWO-TIME 
HEISMAN TROPHY WINNER 


Tagged with the distinction of being 
the only two-time winner of the Heisman 
Trophy, Archie Griffin is comfortable 
with the notion of some day sharing 
that honor with someone else. 

“T expect that somewhere along the 
line, somebody is going to win it twice,’ 
Griffin told Lindy’s writer Bruce Hooley a 
while back. 

“Having that title, ‘Two-time Heisman 
Trophy winner, is special to me. It’s very, 
very special to me. But I don’t worry 
about having to share it with someone. 
I can always say, ‘I was the first! ” 

Now there seems to be a serious conten- 
der to that distinction — perhaps the 
most serious dual candidate since Griffin 
became the one and only in 1975. 

“Being a Heisman winner means a whole 
heck of a lot to me,’ said Griffin, now the 
president of Ohio State’s alumni associa- 
tion. “I know I wouldn't have been able to 
go to some of the places I've gone or speak 
to some of the people I've spoken to 
without being a Heisman Trophy winner. 

“That award opens doors for you, but 
more importantly, it identifies you with 
a group of people who took their talent 
and developed it through hard work.’ 

Griffin acknowledged that he thought 
he could win it as a junior because he 
had finished fifth as a sophomore and 
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was the only member of the top five who 
would be returning. He was coming off a 
season in which he was named consen- 
sus first-team All-American after rushing 
for a Big Ten-record 1,577 yards. 

It wound up an open-and-shut case 
when Griffin broke his own conference 
mark with 1,695 yards and broke Steve 
Owens’ then-NCAA record of 17 straight 
100-yard games. 

Those exploits made Griffin an easy 
winner by more than 1,100 votes over 
USC's Anthony Davis. 

“I think I appreciated the award more the 
second time, simply because I felt I had to 
work so much harder for it,’ Griffin said. 
“The opposing defensive players especially 
loved to hit a Heisman winner. I can't tell 
you how many comments I received in the 
trenches during my senior year.’ 

None of those remarks stuck with 
Griffin like a favorite saying of his 
legendary coach, Woody Hayes. 

“Coach Hayes always said, ‘You're either 
getting better or you're getting worse. You 
never stay at the same level’” Griffin said. 

“Well, that meant I'd have to work that 
much harder in 1975, because if I won 
the Heisman as a junior and didn’t win 
it as a senior, that would mean I wasn't 
getting any better.’ 

Griffin's rushing total declined to 1,383 
yards his final season and his tou- 
chdowns dropped from 12 to four, but 
that came largely because the Buckeyes 
blew through their regular-season sche- 
dule unbeaten and seldom played their 
star tailback in the fourth quarter. 

“I didn’t think that would hurt me as 
much as I just didn’t believe they would 
give the Heisman to the same person 
twice,’ Griffin said. 

But then, nobody before or since has 
topped 100 yards rushing 31 games in a 
row, as he did. 

The message he carries and speaks 
about often — about the value of hard 
work and team play and blending sports 
with integrity — is something that 
makes him perhaps the most revered 
member of the “Heisman family.” 

Still, he'll always be defined as, if not 
the only two-time Heisman Trophy win- 
ner, then certainly, the first to pull off 
that double. 

“Tt seems to be part of my name now,” 
Griffin said. “Whenever I'm mentioned, 
it’s always, ‘Two-time Heisman Trophy 
winner. It’s become a part of my life. It's 
something I never thought would hap- 
pen to me, so I consider it a bonus. I 
cherish it very much.” = 
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GOING FOR TWO 


Florida QB Tim Tebow is the fifth Heisman winner since Archie Griffin to return 
to school for a chance at a repeat. The other players to go for a two-fer all finished 
in the top three of the voting the next season, but never won. 

By winning the Heisman, they set the bar high. A year later, Billy Sims, Ty 
Detmer and Jason White couldn’t quite accumulate the same numbers as when 
they took home the trophy. Matt Leinart’s senior-season stats were basically a 
wash with his Heisman-winning totals — some better, some worse. 

Before Griffin, there were four juniors to win the award — Doc Blanchard (1945), 
Doak Walker (1948), Vic Janowicz (1950) and Roger Staubach (1963). 

None finished as high as second on the heels of their victory. 

Blanchard fell to fourth in 1946 when his Army teammate, Glenn Davis, won 
the honor. Walker wound up third in 1949. Neither Janowicz nor Staubach made 
the top 10 in their senior seasons. 

Here’s a breakdown of how the four two-time candidates have done 
since Griffin: 


1978: Billy Sims, RB, Oklahoma 

When he won: Averaged national-best 

160.1 yards per game and 7.6 per carry. 
Repeat attempt: Finished a distant second to 
USC running back Charles White. 

Stat stuff: Dropped from 1,896 rushing 

yards in Heisman year to 1,670, including 
bowl stats, 


= 
ee 
$ 


IIb 


1990: Ty Detmer, QB, BYU 

When he won: Record-setting year included 
5,188 passing yards and 41 TDs in reqular season. 
Repeat attempt: Finished third as Michigan's 
Desmond Howard stiff-armed the competition. 
Stat stuff: BYU lost its first three games 

7 / in 1991, and Detmer “slumped” to 4,031 

as © passing yards. 
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2003: Jason White, QB, Oklahoma 

When he won: Led team to perfect regular 
season; had 3,846 passing yards and 
school-record 40 TDs. 

Repeat attempt: Was second in his backfield, 
trailing winner Matt Leinart and teammate 
Adrian Peterson. 

Stat stuff: Peterson siphoned some numbers 
from White, who passed for 3,205 yards, 35 
TDs, as senior. 


2004: Matt Leinart, QB, USC 

When he won: Completed 65.3 percent of 

his passes for 3,322 yards (33 TDs, 6 INTs) for 
13-0 team. 

Repeat attempt: Teammate Reggie Bush won, 
well ahead of Texas QB Vince Young. Leinart 
was third, 

Stat stuff: It’s not that Leinart was worse as a 
senior (3,815 yards, 28 TDs), it’s that Bush was 
way better, 
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nowshon Moreno’s story starts 
at a place where YouTube 
can’t see and not even Rivals. 
com can evaluate. 

It starts with good old-fashioned hy- 
perbole. Or maybe not. No one is really 
sure what happened that day at Bayshore 
Middle School in New Jersey, just that it 
Was amazing. 

There were, oh, maybe 25 to 30 kids 
ina P.E. class. Little Knowshon lined them 
up and told them to come get him. 

“Weaved through the whole class 
without getting touched,” his high school 
coach, Steve Antonucci, related. “I don’t 
think anybody came even close to him.” 

The tale came to Antonucci second 
hand, but it has been repeated enough 
times to become urban legend when the 
tailback’s exploits are mentioned. Fortu- 
nately, there are now cameras around each 
Saturday to document reasonable facsimi- 
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les of what Moreno did in P.E. class. 

We're not saying Georgia’s redshirt 
sophomore tailback is going to go un- 
touched this season. Let’s start modestly 
and select Moreno as Lindy’s preseason 
Offensive Player of the Year. 

Move over Tim Tebow. The 5-11, 
207-pound jolt of energy is the next big 
thing in the SEC, if not the country, for 
Lindy’s preseason No. 1 team. 

“They tell that story all the time,” 
Moreno said of his P.E. exploits. “I re- 
member doing that.” 

After a redshirt season in 2006, Moreno 
became the first Georgia freshman running 
back since Herschel Walker to be named 
All-SEC. Only Walker (1,616) had more 
yards as a freshman at Georgia than More- 
no (1,334). Considering what Walker ac- 
complished, let’s just say there is reason for 
the usually rabid Hairy Dawgs to practically 


jump out of their skin this season. 


Know This: 
Moreno 
Already a 
Legend 


By Dennis Dodd 


“It’s a long season,” Moreno warned. 
“You never know, you could get injured in 
the first game.” 

Moreno isn’t a buzzkill, just a man of 
few words and many yards. 

Georgia’s second-half push to a Sug- 
ar Bowl berth in 2007 coincided with 
Moreno’s first career start. The Bulldogs 
were 4-2 after getting blasted by Tennes- 
see. Boom: Moreno goes for 157 yards on 
28 carries against Vanderbilt, and Georgia 
was off and running on its seven-game 
winning streak. 

Moreno had a string of five consecu- 
tive 100-yard games that spurred the Ath- 
ens T-shirt industry to ask: Do you Know- 
shon? 

Before you Knowshon you have to 
know how he got to Georgia. From New 
Jersey of all places. 

When Moreno was completing his ca- 
reer as that state’s No. 1 career rusher (now 
No. 2) at Middletown South High School, 
Mark Richt already had landed defensive 
tackle Kade Weston from Red Bank, N.J. 

Moreno took a couple of 15-hour train 
rides to and from Athens. He was hooked. 

“There’s a train that runs from here 
to New Jersey?” quarterback Matthew 
Stafford asked. 

Apparently. 

“T really believe that when Knowshon 
came to a camp here, he thought it was 
a Nike camp where coaches from all the 
schools were coming to watch,” Richt said. 
“T think maybe he was a little bit bummed.” 

If he was, Moreno didn’t show it. 
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During that camp, coaches decided to pair 
Moreno with Norcross, Ga., prospect Ca- 
leb King. 

“Sweltering heat, sand, rubber in your 
face,” Richt said. “We were grinding them. 
Then we started doing competitive stuff. 
They were our top two war daddies. We 
didn’t know who Knowshon was. We 
didn’t know what was inside of him.” 

What was inside him was truly a hy- 
brid back. Moreno can lower his shoulder 
running between the tackles. He can drop 
jaws with his spin moves in the open field. 

“The amazing thing to me about 
Knowshon is he already knows what is hap- 
pening before it happens,” Antonucci said. 
“He makes decisions in milliseconds.” 


Tim Tebow Knowshon Moreno 


When the complaining died down in 
December over missing out on a) a nation- 
al championship berth and b) a Rose Bowl 
shot at USC, Georgia started to realize it 
had something special: Another title shot 
in ‘08 and another great tailback from a 
school that has produced a few. 

Georgia’s history of stockpiling tail- 
backs and then sharing carries gives More- 
no’s 2007 accomplishment more weight. 
He is only the 12th Bulldog ever to rush 
for 1,000 yards. 

Moreno is as close to a hoss as the pro- 
gram has had in a while. 

“The thing that separates him a little 
bit is his incredible energy,” coaching leg- 
end Vince Dooley said of Moreno. “As 
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Chris Wells Michael Crabtree 


FIRST TEAM 


Pos Name Ht. 
QB_ Tim Tebow 6-3 
Knowshon Moreno _ 5-11 


School 
Florida 
Georgia 


Pos Name 


QB ___Chase Daniel 
LeSean McCoy 


soon as he gets hit, he rolls on the ground, 
he’s jumping up. He’s back in the hud- 
oe 

High school players in Georgia now im- 
itate Moreno’s signature move — popping 
up as if poked by a cattle prod after a tackle. 
Half of it shows the opponent that he isn’t 
fazed by a hit. The other half is Moreno be- 
ing continually wired to a car battery. 

“He wants to be great,” said Rodney 
Garner, Georgia’s superstar recruiting co- 
ordinator who landed Moreno. “I don’t 
think he wants to be good. He’s going 100 
mph. He’s hyper. It’s not an act of show- 
boating.” 

It’s Knowshon. Who you will know 
soon, if you don’t already. 


Jeremy Maclin Travis Beckum 


SECOND TEAM 


Ht. Wt. Yr. 
6-0 225 Sr. 
5-11 200 


School 
Missouri 
Pittsburgh 


Chris Wells 6-1 


Ohio State 


James Davis 


5-11 210 Clemson 


Michael Crabtree 6-3 
Jeremy Maclin 6-1 
Travis Beckum 6-4 223 


Texas Tech 
Missouri 


Percy Harvin 
Kenny McKinley _6-O 182 


Florida 
South Carolina 


5-11 178 


Wisconsin Darius Hill 


Jonathan Luigs 6-4 313 


Arkansas 


Alex Mack 


Bail State 
Cal 


6-6 236 


Michael Oher 6-5 318 
Duke Robinson 6-5 346 


Ole Miss 


Alex Boone 


Ohio State 


Oklahoma 


Andre Smith 6-5 340 
OL Ryan Stanchek 
K Thomas Weber 6-1 


Michael Oher 


Jonathan Luigs 
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6-4 303 Sr. 


Alabama 


Tyronne Green 
Anthony Parker 


Auburn 
Tennessee 


West Virginia 


Ciron Black 


LSU 


205 So. Arizona State 


iy 
Duke Robinson Andre Smith 


Sam Swank 


Wake Forest 


Ryan Stanchek Thomas Weber 
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e will spend the 2008 season 
here almost no one expected, 
so which is not unusual consid- 
; ering the career path of Ohio 
State senior James Laurinaitis. 

Lightly recruited, Laurinaitis remem- 
bers when he was coming out of Wayzata 
High School in Hamel, Minn., and his 
college options tilted more toward off- 
Broadway locales than college football’s 
biggest stages. 

“North Dakota State offered ... South 
Dakota State offered,” Laurinaitis said. “I 
could’ve been a North Dakota State Bison 
running around in green and yellow.” 

Or, he could have landed elsewhere in 
the Big Ten, at Minnesota, the only Di- 
vision I-A school to recruit him despite 
a senior season in which Laurinaitis’ 198 
tackles included 28 for negative yardage. 


. 


rant 
\ 
\ 


Ohio State eventually 
swooped in and lured him 
away, but before Laurinaitis 
proved himself the latest in a 
distinguished lineage of out- 
standing linebackers, he was 
a mere curiosity as the son of 
a professional wrestler. 

Joe “Animal” Laurinaitis 


ed upon entering OSU, now 
has a trophy collection to 
compete with his dad’s, and 
a resume like those of former 
Ohio State linebacker greats 
like Randy Gradishar, Tom Cousineau, 
Chris Spielman, Pepper Johnson, Andy 
Katzenmoyer and A.J. Hawk. 

There’s the Nagurski Award that Lau- 
rinaitis won as the nation’s most outstand- 
ing defensive player in 2006, and the But- 
kus Award he claimed as college football’s 
best linebacker in 2007. 

There have been assorted All-Ameri- 
can and All-Big Ten mentions also, and a 
first-round draft status was in the forecast, 
too, until Laurinaitis’ stunning decision in 
January to postpone that trip to the NFL. 

Instead, he will be back in the middle 
of the Buckeyes’ defense this fall, adding 
to a lengthy list of individual accomplish- 
ments and taking aim at the national 
championship that has eluded him and 
OSU the past two seasons. 

Let his 2008 honors start with Lauri- 


5 helped form one of the most 
fa} = popular tag-team combina- 
8 tions of the 1980s and ‘90s, 
S “The Road Warriors.” 

zs James, though unherald- 
8 

2 

queens 


Laurinaitis ‘Has 
Those Things You 
Don’t Teach’ 


By Bruce Hooley 


naitis’ designation as Lindy’s national De- 
fensive Player of the Year, which comes 
his way largely for the instincts that have 
served him as well on the field as they 
have off. 

“I reached high, because that’s how 
I am,” Laurinaitis said of the logic that 
got him to Columbus. “I still have the 
mind-set of a three-star recruit coming 
out of Minnesota that nobody knew 
how to spell his last name. That’s the 
way I think.” 

The cerebral side of Laurinaitis’ per- 
formance is what separates him from most 
players at his position. Not only is he a 
dedicated film-watcher, he also is blessed 
with a built-in radar for the precise spot to 
patrol at the most opportune moment. 

Consider a play from early in Lauri- 
naitis’ sophomore season, when he sniffed 
a Texas pass over the middle that he in- 
tercepted and returned inside the 10-yard 
line to break open OSU’s getaway to a 
comfortable victory at No. 2 Texas. 

Flash forward to last season, when a 
young Ohio State team was in danger at 
Washington. Laurinaitis blitzed, then in- 
explicably pulled back, sensing a shovel 
pass, as he bore down on quarterback Jake 
Locker. When it came, he tipped the pass 
and intercepted it to blunt an advance to 
OSU’s 5-yard line. 

Later in the same game with the Buck- 
eyes in front 17-7, Laurinaitis kept Wash- 
ington from getting back into contention. 
He faked a blitz, enticing Locker to throw 
quickly, then emerged to intercept again at 
the OSU 22. 


“He has those things you don’t teach,” 
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ALL-AMERICA TERM 


said Ohio State linebackers coach Luke 
Fickell. “When things happen, when plays 
are being made, when the game is on the 
line, it is uncanny who ends up showing 
up. 

“The thing (the public doesn’t) see is 
the day-in day-out of the weight room and 
film work and those kinds of things that 
people don’t realize. They think those guys 
who have it, just naturally have it. But they 
work at it.” 

Laurinaitis’ consistency is as admirable 
as his knack for the big play. 

He has led OSU in tackles each of the 
past two years, with 115 as a sophomore 
and 121 last season. He has nine career in- 
terceptions and nine career sacks. 


yf 


Tyson Jackson Sen’Derrick Marks 


FIRST TEAM 


Name 

Tyson Jackson 
Sen’Derrick Marks 
George Selvie 
Vance Walker 
James Laurinaitis 
Rey Maualuga 


D 


“James is a guy who, no matter how 
good he gets or how much recognition he 
gets, every day in practice he’s the guy run- 
ning past everybody,” said Marcus Free- 
man, also entering his third year as a start- 
ing linebacker. 

“He’s the guy who finds that energy 
and makes sure he keeps getting better and 
better.” 

Laurinaitis wants to make sure that 
continues, because improvement and en- 
joyment are the reasons he returned for his 
senior season, along with Freeman, tackle 
Alex Boone and cornerback Malcolm Jen- 
kins — all of whom could have been high 
draft picks as junior-eligibles. 

(im = 
NSE 


f 
vw 


George Selvie 


Vance Walker 


“You can’t come back just on the fact 
that, “Hey, we’re going to win the national 
championship,” Laurinaitis said. “Hay- 
ing been there twice in a row, I know how 
hard it is to get to that game. It’s extremely 
hard. 

“Obviously, it’s every team’s goal to 
get to that game, but if that’s the only rea- 
son you re coming back, then that’s wrong. 
The reason we came back is because we 
want to enjoy each other. We want to en- 
joy the friendships that we have. 

“We have a chance to be special, but 
this team is so close that it’s more about 
the friendships and the commitment to 
each other than it is about champion- 
ships and rings.” 


_Rey Maualuga 


SECOND TEAM 


Pos Name 
DL 


School 
LSU 


Maurice Evans 


Ht. We. Yr. 
6-2 264 Jr. 


School 
Penn State 


DL 
DL 
DL Fili Moala 
LB 


Auburn 
South Florida 
Georgia Tech 
Ohio State 
USC 


Scott McKillop 


Pittsburgh LB 


George Hypolite 6-2 285 Sr. 
Greg Middleton 


Brian Cushing 
LB Aaron Curry 
Brandon Spikes 


Colorado 
Indiana 

USC 

USC 

Wake Forest 
Florida 


6-3 275 Jr. 
6-5 295 Sr. 
6-4 235 Sr. 
6-3 240 Sr. 
6-3 243 Jr. 


Malcolm Jenkins 


Ohio State DB __ Eric Berry 


Victor Harris 


Virginia Tech DB 


Vontae Davis 


5-11 195 So. 
6-0 204 Jr. 


Tennessee 
Illinois 


William Moore 
Alphonso Smith 
Kevin Huber 


Malcolm Jenkins 


Scott McKillop 


Missouri DB __ Nic Harris 


6-3 226 Sr. Oklahoma 


Wake Forest DB 


Cincinnati 


Victor Harris William Moore 


Taylor Mays 
P Louie Sakoda 


6-4 225 Jr. 
5-10 178 Sr. 


USC 
Utah 


Alphonso Smith Kevin Huber 
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PLAYER RATINGS 


QUARTERBACKS 


Chasin 
to Get 


or the first time ever, Missouri’s annual spring scrimmage was 
nationally televised, but chances are, Chase Daniel’s most-watched 
pass this year came a few weeks earlier. 
Ona pitching mound, no less. 
Back in April, Daniel and All-American wide receiver Jeremy Maclin 
were last-minute substitutes for Missouri coach Gary Pinkel to throw out the 


honorary first pitch of the season for the St. Louis Cardinals at Busch Stadium. 


TOP QUARTERBACKS 


“RK NAME CLASS COLLEGE 


Tim Tebow J Florida 

Goes for back-to-back wins on college Jootballis American Idol, 
Chase Daniel Missouri 

__ Master of spread offense was Big SB Offensive Player of the Year. 


Pat White Sr. West Virginia 
Still the best at being a threat and conaina® the game on the ground. 


Graham Harrell Sr. xas Tech 

Leader of Mike Leach's best offense ... which qe Paty saying something. 
Sam Bradford So. Oklahoma 

Led nation in passing efficiency as a freshman; didn't see that coming. 
Cullen Harper Sr. Clemson 

Set 21 school records in 2007, his first season as the starter. 


Todd Reesing Jr. Kansas 
Makes all the ig decisions in eens tenes: 3 TDs, seven INTs. 


Matthew Staffo rgia 
Will make another og jump in baring for SSE CTING, 1 Dawgs. 


Zac Robinson Jr. Oklahoma State 
Pushed Bobby Reid to the bench and then led one of nation’s top attacks. 


Curtis Painter Sr. Purdue 
Incorporating the no-huddle will nae his numbers even more gaudy. 


Matt Grothe South Florida 


No quit in this kid; ran for 872 vice passed . 2, G20) leet season. 


Colt McCoy Jr. 
Kind of forgenton in Big 12 after too many ints tate season (18). 


Rudy Carpenter Sr. Arizona State 

A get-er-done quarterback with the most experience in the Pac-10. 
“Todd Boeckman Sr. Ohio State 

Not flashy (unlike a certain Terrelle Pryor), but he gets the job done. 
Jake Locker So. Washington 

Great Hope of the Huskies is a Tim Tebow-style runner ... tough as nails. 


Dan LeFevour uty Central Michigan 
Passed for 3,652 yards; ran for 1 122: accounted for 47 touchdowns. 


Riley Skinner Jr. Wake Forest 
Has cornices 69.5 percent of his s posses in two-year career, 
_ Nate Davi Ball State 
Productive, and one of the top. Qs. ose 2 2010 draft class. 
Max Hall BYU 
Arizona State transfer picked ca t where John Beck left off. 
John Parker Wilson Alaba 
Should own several school pss freeads when ites al over. 
Chase Clement Ric 
Ended 2007 with seven straight ses with at teat ae en passing. 
Hunter Cantwell Louisv: 
NFL guys already love him, even as hve been sitting ohind Brian Brohm. 
Rusty Smith Jr. Florida Atlantic 
Sun Belt's best had five TD eee in bowl victory over Memphis. 
| Juice Williams Illinois 
| _ Still a ways to go as a passer, but i take Illini A BCS. 


Chase Holbrook Sr. New Mexico State 
NFL bossy, but stock rules in 2007 with too many INTs. 


Daniel Isn't Going 
asier for MU Foes 


Photo by: James 0. Smith/Ican SMI 


With almost 50,000 
watching in the stands, 
Daniel took a football, 
not a baseball, to the 
mound. He wound up 
and delivered a sinker to Maclin. More like a stinker. 

The former high school pitcher one-hopped the football to his favor- 
ite receiver, who didn’t exactly help the cause by letting the ball bounce 
through his legs. 

Daniel and Maclin laughed about the ugly experiment, and less 
than 24 hours later were back to their friendly confines, hooking up for a 
30-yard touchdown pass on the MU practice fields. 

After leading Missouri to unprecedented heights in 2007, last year’s 
Big 12 Conference Offensive Player of the Year has actually found some 
things to work on for 2008 — and not his pitching delivery. 

“Footwork and accuracy,” said Daniel, the fourth-place finisher in 
last year’s Heisman Trophy voting. “Other than that, just communication 
with the offensive line and getting better at calling blitzes and calling out 
protections, stuff like that.” 

Daniel’s goal was to complete 80 percent or more of his passes during 
every offseason practice and scrimmage. 

Not that accuracy has been a problem — he completed a career-best 
68.5 percent last year — but for a quarterback who's sometimes at his 
best freelancing outside of the pocket and finding receivers downfield, 
establishing proper footwork has been crucial. 

Consider, too, that he’s working with a new left tackle and center, and 
no longer has All-American tight end Martin Rucker as a security blanket. 

Heading into the fourth year of its shotgun, no-huddle spread, Yost 
estimates that Missouri has seen eight basic defensive approaches. Daniel's 


CHASE DANIEL 


his best strength — and attack each scheme, not simply to take what is 
offered by the defense. 

“He really works on developing his recognition of defenses and at- 
tacking the defense,” quarterback coach David Yost said. “For Chase, it’s 
about getting the ball vertical against defenses we see as opposed to having 
to check down or taking what they give.” 

The rest is all about the intangibles. From the day Daniel won the 
backup job to Brad Smith as a true freshman in 2005, he has earned 
respect from his coaches and teammates with a fiery brand of leadership. 

“He’s been a quality leader since he got here,” Yost said. “As a 
quarterback, you’re going to do that. You're responsible for taking charge 
of the offense and running the show, and he does that as well as anybody 
I’ve ever been around — making sure everyone’s on the same page and 
controlling what we do offensively.” 

Last year’s brilliant run through November — 15 touchdowns, 

1 interception in 4 crucial victories — earned Daniel an invitation to New 
York for the Heisman presentation and puts him squarely on the radar for 
the award this season. 

Those honors are past him now, Daniel said. He’s glad he experienced 
the Heisman hoopla as a junior so he can focus this year on taking his 
team to uncharted terrain — specifically, a BCS bowl game and a stab at 
the game’s ultimate prize. 

“There’s nothing out there that we haven’t really done except go to 
the national championship game,” he said. 

— Dave Matter 
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PLASER RATINGS & 


RUNNING BACKS 


he tailback has always been bigger than life at Ohio State, and 
just in case that legacy is lost on heirs to the position, the atrium 
in the Buckeyes’ lavish practice facility drives home the point. 
Encased in glass are the six Heisman trophies won by Archie Griffin, 
Eddie George, Howard Cassady, Vic Janowicz and Les Horvath. 
Any lingering doubts about which position forms the foundation for 
the very essence of OSU football are erased by the twice-actual-size mu- 
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TOP | RUNNING BACKS | 


RK NAME CLASS COLLEGE 
Knowshon Moreno So. Georgia 


"Chris Wells ‘Jr. Ohio State 
He did what he could; rushing for 146 yards in title game loss to LSU. 


LeSean McCoy Pittsburgh 


So. rg 
| 1,328 yards as a ‘freshman makes him ‘best Pitt RB since Tony Dorsett. 


. | James Davis Sr. Clemson 
|_ Two-time all-ACC player should become schoo!’ S career leader. 


DeMarco Murray So. Oklahoma 
Bundle of talent with the burst to go the distance every time. 


“Te Boise State 


lan Johnson Sr. 
Not as healthy as he would have liked last season; 3,418 career yards. 
Arian Foster Sr. Tennessee 
__ Just 684 more rushing yards and a s No. 1 on Tennessee's career list. 
| P.J. Hill Wisconsin 
|_ Physical runner who's a 1,500- Jaa eek if.can avoid bumps and bruises. 
Javon Ringer Sr. Michigan State 
Had 1,447 yards last season, his third year of leading the Spartans. _ 
Damion Fletcher Jr. Southern Miss 
| Two-year totals: 2,974 rushing yards and 26 touchdowns. 
Noel Devine So. West Virginia 
|_Lightning-quick back gets big role with Steve Slaton off to NFL. 
.| Harvey Unga So. BYU 
Bowing -ball back became first 3 freshman to rush for 1,000 yards. 
Marlon Lucky Nebraska 
Big 12's leading returning rusher (1 | OTe yards) leads deep stable. 
Josh Adams So. Wake Forest 
Rushed for 953 yards and 11 TDs to be ACC Rookie of the Year. 
Stafon Johnson Jr. usc 
Ended spring w with aitty bitty pe on Trojans’ crowded depth chart. 
r. Kent State 
|. pore lacing telisninghuisher sin’ Gang ee yards last season. 


rry Grant So. Alabama 
eg school freshman records with 180 carries for 891 yards. 


Keegan Herring Sr. Arizona State 
Versatile veteran fits in nicely with Dennis Erickson's one-back set. _ 
9. | Anthony Dixon Jr. Mississippi State _ 
|_ Bruising 240-pounder could be on the verge of stardom. 
Graig Cooper So. Miami 
Game-breaker will be in same backfield as Javarris James. Nice. 


Jr. Clemson 
Still learning as a runner/blocker, but can be ae 


Mike Ford So. 
Promising big back who will ease the barn on n GB Matt Grothe. 


| Mike Goodson Texas A&M 


Keiland Williams | erie LSU 
|_Speedy back should rank higher on talent, but will he get the carries? 


Tyrell Fenroy Sr. UL-Lafayette 
Enters senior season with 3,627 career yards and 29 rushing TDs. 


Buckeyes’ Wells Knows What 
He Wants, and How to Get It 


ral of those five rushing 
legends looking down 
from 15 feet above. 

There was a time when either the pressure of that tradition or his 
own humility prevented Chris “Beanie” Wells from admitting he hun- 
gered to join his predecessors on that wall. 

That time is past. 

Entering his junior season, fresh off the best year ever by an OSU 
sophomore running back, Wells no longer hides behind “I-just-want-to- 
help-the-team” clichés or tight-lipped smiles. 

“When somebody talks about Ohio State and the great players, I 
want my name to be mentioned,” Wells said. “We have guys like Archie, 
Eddie George, Keith Byars, Antonio Pittman — those are all great guys, 
don’t get me wrong. But I want my name to be at the top.” 

Wells rushed for 1,609 yards and 15 touchdowns last season, help- 
ing Ohio State reach the BCS national championship game for a second 
straight season. 

The Buckeyes’ 38-24 loss to LSU was an embarrassment for everyone 
but Wells, whose 64-yard touchdown run on the game’s first possession 
and eventual 146-yard performance left him blameless in the defeat. 

As impressive as his burst away from All-American safety Craig 
Steltz minutes after kickoff, Wells’ most eye-opening highlight was a 
brutal stiff-arm of cornerback Chevis Jackson on a 30-yard gain. 

That's what 4.4 speed in a 6-1, 237-pound package can do, and 
Wells hopes to do more of it this season now that nagging ankle and 
wrist injuries have healed. 

“T think I played at about 70 percent last year,” he said. 

He averaged 92 yards a game and scored six touchdowns in OSU’s 
first seven games, after which OSU coach Jim Tressel coyly mentioned 
the need for Wells to become “a warrior.” 

In the six games after that, the warrior averaged 161 yards a game 
and scored nine touchdowns, including his 222 yards on 39 carries and 
both scores in the 14-3 win at Michigan. 

Now Wells has learned he can play with pain, although he hopes not 
to experience as much in 2008 after offseason surgery to repair his wrist. 

“That's something I’m really excited about, being healthy and just getting 
the chance to get out there with no problems and giving my all,” Wells said. 

“Beanie is the kind of guy who loves to pound it in there,” Tressel 
said. “He can really seize the tempo of a game. Beanie Wells is really a 
special player. I’d like to think he’s one of the best backs in the country.” 

If that’s not already been proven, it could be on Sept. 13 at USC. 
The defending Rose Bowl champion Trojans welcome Wells and the 
Buckeyes to the Los Angeles Coliseum and the prototypical stage that 
anoints Heisman frontrunners. 

“T’m not going to sit here and tell you I don’t think about winning 
the Heisman,” Wells said. “That’s something I’ve worked hard to ac- 
complish. 

“T honestly (think about it) all the time. ... I thought about the Heis- 
man my 10th-grade year. Me and my father were sitting in the living room 
and I told him I wanted to be the first freshman to win the Heisman. That 
didn’t happen, so, you know, I just want to get it, honestly.” 

Sept. 13 would be a good place to start. 


CHRIS WELLS 


— Bruce Hooley 
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PLAYER RATINGS 


RECEIVERS 


Red Raider Crabtree 
Ready to go Platinum 


tsome point in his future, when football becomes part of his 
past, the personable Michael Crabtree says he would like to own 
businesses that have something to do with the music industry. 
Thus far, his career at Texas Tech seems to be preparing 
him quite well for such a future endeavor. In just one football season 


TOP RECEIV RS 


RK NAME CLASS COLLEGE 


Michael Crabtree So. Texas Tech 
He's out to break every single-season receiving record in the books. _ 


Missouri 


Jeremy Maclin So. 
80 catches for 1,055 yards ... just scratching the surface. 
Florida 


Percy Harvin Jr. 
You hold your breath every time he touches the ball. 


Kenny McKinley Sr. South Carolina 
Go-to guy in Spurrier's offense; tough over the middle and on deep outs. 


Jarett Dillard Sr. Rice 
Stellar career has already netted some All-American honors. 


Aaron Kelly Sr. Clemson 


Needs just A receptions to break ACC career record of 216. 


Dante Love Sr. Ball State 
_ Smaller WR (5-10, 179) who used quickness to catch 100 balls in ‘07. _ 


Hakeem Nicks a ae North Carolina 


c '| He'll try to break his own school record of 74 catches, set last year. 


Mi Mike Thomas Arizona 
i _ “Money Mike” is the go-to guy in Wildcats’ emerging spread offense. 


Kenny Britt Jr. Rutgers 
Averaged 19.8 yards per catch and set school record with 1, 232 yards. 


Brandon Gibson Sr. Washington State 
Big-play guy could benefit from new coach Paul Wulff's no-huddle. 


42. Demetrius Byrd Sr. LSU 
All the tools and ready to take on bigger role for national champs. 


Eron Riley Duke 


In near obscurity, has averaged 20.7 yards, per catch in his career. 


Chris Williams Sr. NMSU a 


2007 cut short by injury; led nation in receiving yards per game in 2006. 


Brian Robiskie Sr. Ohio State 
His an for betel catches is exceptional, 


re ‘Maryland 


~ Greg | Carr Sar “Florida State 
A bow “jump-ball” receiver who ) averages 18, 6 yards per catch. 


8.| Juaquin Iglesias Sr. Oklahoma 


Sam Bradford's favorite target is also a wonderful kick returner. 


‘Arrelious Benn So. 


Here's betting he improves greatly on his 54 catches for 676 yards. 


Illinois 


” Lucas Taylor Sr. Tennessee 
Leader of a fine group of UT receivers; not flashy, but solid and productive. 


TOP TIGHT ENDS 


RK NAME CLASS COLLEGE 


Travis Beckum Sr. Wisconsin 
_ Receiver size and speed; has 136 receptions in past two seasons. _ 


Darius Hill Sr. Ball State 
Caught 65 passes for 962 yards and 11 touchdowns last season. 


Brandon Pettigrew Sr, Oklahoma State 
Was first-team All-Big 12 last season ahead of Mizzou's Martin Rucker. 
Ryan Purvis Sr. Boston College 
High NFL prospect is big part of BC's system, even without Matt Ryan. 


5 Rob Gronkowski So. Ariz 
The bull-strong Gronk is one of college football's inoat Mreakish athletes. 


in Lubbock, Crabtree 
produced more records 
than some of the music 
industry’s giant labels. 

As a redshirt freshman in 2007, Crabtree led the nation and the Big 
12 in receptions (134), receiving yards (1,962) and touchdowns (22) — 
all NCAA freshman records. 

He also became the first freshman ever to win the Biletnikoff Award 
(given annually to the nation’s top receiver), and became Tech’s first 
consensus All-American since linebacker Zach Thomas in 1995. 

Crabtree was the Big 12 Offensive Player of the Year, Big 12 OF 
fensive Newcomer of the Year, and the National Freshman of the Year, 
according to several news services. 

“He was really good for us,” says head coach Mike Leach, who is 
typically tight-lipped when it comes to praising players. 

“He’s a real confident guy, and he doesn’t really have any bad days. 
Not even in practice. If he has one bad play, he doesn’t have another. The 
thing that really impresses you is that he gets stronger each practice and as 
the season goes along. He can get a lot better.” 

Crabtree, vows to get better. Immediately. He says he was relatively 
pleased with his overall performance last year, when he produced 11 
games of at least 100 receiving yards. 

But in the next breath he essentially says: You ain’t seen nothing yet. 

Crabtree wants to become the first receiver since Desmond Howard 
in 1991 to win the Heisman Trophy. 

He wants to break the NCAA record for most receptions in a season 
(Houston’s Manny Hazard, 142) and to break Scott Pingel’s record for 
the most single-season receiving yards in NCAA history (2,157). Pingel 
played for Division II] Westminster (Mo.). 

In other words, the 6-3 Crabtree — with the assistance of record-set- 
ting senior Tech quarterback Graham Harrell — would like to establish 
himself this year as the single greatest receiver in the history of college 
football. 

“I can be a lot better than last year. I can run better routes, I can 
drop fewer passes, I can read defenses better. There are a lot of things I 
can do better. Last year was just a good year for me, but I think we can 
win the Big 12 this year. “We have all the tools. And I am going to do 
whatever it takes to make that happen.” 

Crabtree, who also serves as the team barber for about eight of his 
teammates, is a phenomenal athlete who seems capable of just about 
anything. He actually arrived at Tech with a higher profile as a basketball 
player than football player, and he originally planned to play both sports 
in Lubbock. 

But for reasons he still doesn’t completely understand, Crabtree was 
forced to sit out the 2006-07 football and basketball seasons because of 
NCAA Clearinghouse issues. He used that season to work on his speed, 
strength and understanding of the receiver position. 

He dominated football intrasquad scrimmages in ‘06 in much the 
same way he dominated opponents in ‘07. After the success he enjoyed in 
football, he decided to stay focused on the gridiron. 

“T just decided that it might be best if 1 concentrated on football,” 
Crabtree said. “I think it is working out.” 

Indeed, it seems to be working out pretty well for Crabtree, who 
could be on the verge of producing bigger numbers than any receiver ever 
to play college football. 


MICHAEL CRABTREE 


— Rusty Burson 
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“The rule on tailgating here: There are no rules, so plop your canopy down, 
set up your lawn chairs, fire up the grill and party.” — Dave Hollingsworth 


nd, so it has become ... tailgating today 
is as much a part of the football land- 
scape as the kickoff or the marching band. 

It doesn’t have an official starting date, 
but everybody knows it’s here. Even if it’s 
still late summer, you imagine a slight 
nip in the air, a little coolness when you 
first step out in the morning. It’s that 
uniquely clear blue sky, that light breeze 
brushing your face. 

Summer season is gone. Tailgating 
season is here. 

At football stadiums around the 
country, legions of loyal fans plan their 
year around the hours before kickoff. For 
others, it’s the days before kickoff, spent 
in parking lots in recreational vehicles. 

It has become a social event and more. 

There are estimates that more than 
27 million people tailgate regularly at 
football games. Millions more have pre- 
game parties at home when they can’t be 
at the stadium. And, that doesn’t include 
tailgaters outside motorsports venues. 

Tailgating has expanded into a year- 
round lifestyle and its nature has 
changed. Gone are the days of driving to 
the stadium, then driving home. You find 
just the right spot to park and put up the 
tent, the rendezvous place for friends and 
family. You can't forget the school colors, 
everything from napkins and cups to fans 
dressed from head-to-toe. The grill, the 
cooler, the table and chairs. Don’t forget 
the music and the television. 


Communities of tents and trucks spring 
up everywhere. Before the game. After the 
game. Some don’t even go to the game. 
They just come for the tailgating. They 
share the memories of great games in sea- 
sons past. They share the fun and the food. 

Oh, yes, the food. As much as tailgating jue [SEL 
has expanded and modernized over the PARNN'S Tailating Faita larh 
years, one truth still remains ... it’s not 
a great tailgate without great food. 

Most start with the meat, everything 
from deli sandwiches to chicken, ribs, hot 
dogs and burgers on the grill. Casseroles, 
potato salad and baked beans. Appetizers 
and finger food get things started - mixed 
nuts, party mix, chip and dip of every 
variety. 

And, of course, the drinks must be 
cold ... and you must have plenty. Have 
a lot of ice and pack an extra cooler. 

Have enough for after the game, whether 
celebrating the great victory or trying to 
forget the one that got away. 

One thing is for sure, unless some 
things are planned ahead, it just won't 
turn out right. 

“Sometimes we'll get things going at 
8 a.m. for a 1 p.m. kickoff,” said one 
longtime Atlanta Falcons fan. “And, we 
won't leave from tailgating until long 
after postgame. It takes a lot of planning 
and preparing things in advance.” 

But, remember that the little things 
can make a difference in the tailgating 
experience. 

Have enough paper towels, napkins and 
garbage bags. Don't forget a first aid kit 
and fire extinguisher and maybe toilet 
paper, just in case. 

With the right preparation, the tail- 
gating event can be problem free and 
become something special. 

“You have the opportunity to 

name your tailgate party,” said the 
Falcons fan, a 30-year tailgating 
veteran. “From a ‘Bayou Bash’ with 100 
pounds of crawfish to a ‘Draft Day Fiesta’ 
with Gordo’s Tailgating fajita nachos. You 
can make every event an opportunity to 
be with friends, socialize, party and rede- 


fine tailgating in your own way. 

“Whether it’s going to a friend’s house, 
meeting in the backyard or gathering out- 
side the stadium, tailgating is game day, 
race day ... everyday.” 


Ingredients: 


¢ 1 %lbs chicken breast(marinated), or 
© | lbs flank steak(marinated), or 
e |2- peel & deveined large shrimp(marinated) 
¢ | Ib any flavor GORDO’S Cheese Dip 
(room temperature) 
+ | medium onion (sliced, marinated) 
+ Ye green bell pepper (sliced, marinated) 
© | bag of tortilla chips 


Marinade: 


© | cup beer 

© 1/4 cup fresh lime juice 

¢ 4 cup minced fresh cilantro 
© 2T olive oil 

© 21. Worcestershire sauce 

© 21. chili powder 

¢ 21. minced garlic cloves 

¢ | t. chopped jalepeno 

e | f. ground cumin 

° | t.salt 


Dip into the aaenren i taste of Gordo’s Cheese Dip made with real cheese. 
Iry all 5 Cheese Dips: Plain, Mild, Hot, Sosa Salsa and the newest favorite with a smokey Chipotle kick. 


re 


CHEESE DIP 
CHEESE DIP oe OM 
: | 
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CHEESE DIP 


AUTHENTIC MISIGAN ELL RAMPS oom. 
he iv “ 
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PLAYER RATINGS 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 


Bama's Smith Continues 
on Meteoric Trajectory 


Photo by: A.D. Moore 


TOP CENTERS 


RK NAME CLASS COLLEGE 


Jonathan Luigs Sr. Arkansas 
_Last season's Rimington Award winner has new backs to block for. 


"Alex Mack Sr. Cal 
| Pac-10's D-linemen voted him league's best O-lineman last season. 


A.Q. Shi pley Sr. Penn State 
All-Big Ten lineman anchors experienced group that ‘returns s intact, 


Max Unger Sr. Oregon 
| Took to the position and did fine in his first season on the job, 


" Antoine Caldwell "Sr. Alabama 
Teams up with OT Andre Smith for potential All-American combination. 


Eric Wood © Sr. Louisville 
All-Big East center has started 37 consecutive games. 


Brett Helms Sr. LSU 
| Dependable player helps give LSU the best line in the country. 


Jon Cooper Sr. Oklahoma 
|_Yet another pro prospect on the Oklahoma offensive line. _ 


TOP GUARDS 


CLASS COLLEGE 


Duke Robinson Sr. Oklahoma 
_Size, versatility and skill puts him near the top of 2009 draft list. 


2. | Anthony Parker Sr. Tennessee 
_ Best athlete on the Vols line; even filled in at center in spring. 


. | Tyronne Green Sr. Auburn 
| Compares favorably to any of the recent Auburn greats. 


Jeremy Perry Sr. Oregon State 
_ Slowed by injuries in 2007, or else he might be in the NFL right now. 


| Herman Johnson Sr. LSU 
|_Simply a commanding presence at 6-7 and about 350 pounds. _ 


Kraig Urbik Sr. Wisconsin 
Badgers always have a good one; he has 39 consecutive starts. 


Greg Isdaner Jr. West Virginia 
57 knockdowns last year, which is what you want in that offense. 


8. | Cedric! Dockery Sr. Texas 
| Will be joining brother Derrick in the NFL a year from now. 


TOP TACKLES 


CLASS COLLEGE 


Michael Oher Sr. Ole Mi 
Amazingly athletic and in the best shape of his life; the NEL i is drooling. 


Andre Smith Jr. Alabama 
Explosive lineman has lived up to the massive recruiting hype. 


Ryan Stanchek Sr. West Virginia 
Earned multiple All-American honors as a junior. 


Alex Boone Sr. Ohio State 
A real blessing for the Buckeyes to have a four-year starter at LT. _ 


Ciron Black Jr. LSU 
Second-team all-league as a seen . impressive in the SEC. 


Phil Loadholt ’ Oklahoma 
JC transfer stepped i in at left wakes aA helped lead prolific attack. 


Eugene Monroe Sr. Virginia 
Didn't allow any sacks last season from his left tackle position. 


Dallas Reynolds Sr. BYU 
Excels in pass blocking, giving Max Hall plenty of time to throw. 


ANDRE SMITH 


he biggest question that followed Andre Smith from Birmingham’s 
Huffman High School to the University of Alabama was this: 
Which was bigger: The 6-5, 340-pound offensive left tackle ... 
or the hype he carried with him as the top offensive line prospect 
in the country? 

As Smith prepares to enter his junior season with the Crimson 
Tide, it is safe to say that question has been answered. Smith has done to 
the expectations that surrounded his signing exactly what he has done to 
opposing defensive linemen for two seasons: pancaked them. 

Smith, from the day he stepped on campus in 2006, has been starting 
at perhaps the most critical position on the line, left tackle. 

He led the team with 831 snaps as a freshman, and was one of only 
two linemen to start every game last season. 

More than just start, Smith has excelled, earning Freshman All- 
American honors in his first year, followed by first-team All-SEC honors 
last year when he earned the Jacobs Award, given to the best lineman in 
the conference. 

But you have to look those things up to find out about them, because 
Smith is not one to talk much about himself. 

“I've never been a vocal leader,” Smith said. “I'll say certain things at 
crunch time during a game. But as for yelling, going around and jumping 
up and down — that’s not me. 

“T like to lead by example. Just go out there and do what I’m sup- 
posed to do. You see me do it, so you should do it too, That’s how I feel.” 

Obviously not everyone can do what Smith does. 

“Andre had an outstanding spring,” Alabama coach Nick Saban said. 

“He played really well for us last year, and was by far our most con- 
sistent offensive lineman. But he continues to get better. His maturity and 
focus and attention to detail has made him better. 

“The guy has power, can get movement on the point, and has great 
feet and athleticism to be an excellent pass protector. The sky is the limit 
as for what kind of player he can potentially be.” 

As gentle and unassuming as Smith is off the field, that is the last way 
opposing players would describe him after facing the full force of Smith 
bearing down on them in a game. 

“J learned that from my Dad,” Smith said. 

“Growing up, he always taught me to be the nicest guy off the field, 
but once he got on the field he turned into the meanest dude in the world. 
Nice guys don’t really do that well on the football field.” 

Lost in Smith’s massive size is the fact he might be one of the most 
athletic players on the offense. He explodes off the ball and gets into de- 
fenders so quickly they often have no time to prepare. Once he locks onto 
a defender he rarely loses his position. 

And while the only goals Smith will talk about are the ones you ex- 
pect to hear — win games, compete for a championship, finish each play, 
and dominate the player across from him — he also knows playing like 
this will bring the individual honors. 

Such as the Outland Trophy, which goes to the nation’s best offensive 
lineman. He begins the season on the watch list for that award. 

“That would be special,” Smith said. “But I’d rather not talk about 
that now. I’d rather talk about this team.” 

Up to now, Smith has too often been one of the few aspects of this 
team anyone wanted to talk about. 

— Ray Melick 
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USF's Selvie Works to 
Keep Slam-Dunking QBs 


eorge Selvie isn’t bitter about it. Not really. He understands. 
Who recruits a 230-pound high school center, anyway? 

In an age with increased opportunities at summer camps 
and high school combines, plus wall-to-wall recruiting coverage 


from a variety of dot-coms, a guy like Selvie is becoming increasingly rare. 


a 


- TOP DEFENSIVE ENDS | 


mus NAME CLASS COLLEGE 
ts George Selvie Jr. South Florida 
_ The numbers are just silly: 31.5 tackles for loss, 14.5 sacks, _ 
"Tyson Jackson Sr. LSU 
__New leader of LSU’s line; 15 QB hurries, 10 pass breakups last year. 
Maurice Evans Jr. Penn State 
Had 12.5 sacks in his first season as starter; can’t wait for the encore. 


Greg Middleton Jr. Indiana 
Led nation with 16 sacks; first |U D-lineman to be all-league in a decade. _ 


lan Campbell — She Kansas State 


_ Returns to end (where he had 11.5 sacks in 2006) after a year at OLB. 


Everette Brown Jr. Florida State 
_ Shows potential and production to be next great Seminoles’ end. 


Jr. Ole Miss 


Nick Reed — Sr. ~ Oreg on 
_ Was the premier pass rusher in Pac-10 last year — 2 sacks, 22.5 TFLs. 


Larry English Sr. Northern Illinois 
_ Speed rusher — an OLB at next level? — has 22.5 sacks in past two years. 


Jan Jorgensen Jr. BYU 
|_ All-effort guy came out of nowhere to post 14 sacks as a sophomore. _ 


Auston English Oklahoma 


Jr. 
|__OU is deep as usual at end; English had 9.5 sacks last season. 


Michael Johnson Sr. Georgia Tech 
An athletic monster who will be turned loose early and more often. 


TOP DEFENSIVE TACKLES | 


RK NAME CLASS COLLEGE 


Vance Walker Sr. Georgia Tech 
|_Pushed his way to 14 tackles for loss, including 8.5 sacks, last year. 
Sen’Derrick Marks Jr. Auburn 

| Moving from end, will be one of most active, athletic DTs in the country. 
Fili Moala Sr. USC 

Following in the footsteps of Shaun Cody and Sedrick Ellis. 


“George Hypolite Sr. Colorado 


_One of college football's good guys earned All-Big 12 honors last season. ! 
Peria Jerry 


Sr. Ole Miss 
Made 14 tackles for loss, including three vs. good Alabama line. 


Ricky Jean- Francois Jr. LSU 
Highest upside of anybody on the list; has to do it over a a full season. — 


~ Mitch King Sr. lowa 
Four-year stalwart has 54 career tackles for loss. 


Terrance Taylor Sr. Michigan 
The Wolverines’ top NFL prospect for the 2009 draft. 


Terrill Byrd Sr. Cincinnati 
His 17 tackles for loss last season is a big number for an interior DL. 


Jeff Owens Sr. Georgia 
Owens and DT teammate Geno Atkins will each vie for all-league honors. 


DeMarcus Granger Jr. Oklahoma 
Second-team All-Big 12 last season with 8.5 tackles for loss. 


Marvin Austin Sor" North Carolina 


A “potential” pick: Super recruit had four sacks as an ‘07 backup. 


‘4 


everyone overlooked. Or 
missed. Or dismissed. 

Everyone except 
South Florida coach Jim. Leavitt. 

Leavitt looks like a genius twice over. 

He extended the only Division I-A offer to Selvie, from Pine 
Forest High School in Pensacola, Fla. Then, Leavitt moved Selvie to 
defensive end. 

The production from Selvie last season as a redshirt sophomore: a 
staggering 31.5 tackles for loss, including 14.5 sacks. 

No bitterness. But a whole lot of payback. 

“When USF offered me, I was like, hey, I gotta play major college 
football,” Selvie said. 

“T never doubted myself. I felt like I was a football player. 1 was 
being recruited by West Virginia and USF, and now I get to play those 
guys every year. I get especially fired up when I play those guys.” 

So far, Selvie is 2-0 against the Mountaineers. 

The former 230-pound center probably would never have made it 
on offense. He spent the offseason trying to put on weight, but he has 
more of a basketball body, and the weight just won't stick. 

Selvie, 6-4, was at 240 pounds at the end of spring, aiming for 250 
by the season-opener. 

“T try to put on good weight. I don’t want to be eating all that fast 
food or anything like that,” Selvie said. “I try to eat fruit at the end of 
meals. Yeah, I like fast food, but if I eat the fast foods, I don’t go with 
the fried chicken, I go with the grilled chicken.” 

At whatever weight, it’s going be hard for him to duplicate those 
2007 numbers. The secret is out. In one year, he went from obscurity to 
the top defensive end prospect in the 2010 draft ... if he stays in college 
that long. 

He expects even more blocking attention from running backs and 
tight ends this season. That’s why his spring focus was working on 
counter moves in his pass rush to complement his speed. Don’t forget 
his strength. He considers himself more of a run stuffer, anyway. 

“Tt is going to be hard, regardless,” he said, “because the numbers 
last year were ridiculous.” 

Leavitt credits part of Selvie’s success to his upbringing. His father, 
George, served 20 years in the Navy. The younger Selvie is a yes-sir, no- 
sir young man who was used to new places, new people and hard work. 
College was not a culture shock. 

“He was strict,” Selvie said of his father. “Saturday morning, we 
didn’t get to sleep in. He wanted the yard work done. He wanted the 
clean-up done. All that stuff.” 

Selvie redshirted as a freshman in 2005, winning the team’s Over- 
achiever Award for his work in the strength and conditioning program. 
During that season, the coaches asked Selvie to move to defense, which 
he resisted. 

“But, anything to help the team win,” Selvie said. 

He has done plenty of that, and now he is a college football superstar. 

“My life hasn’t changed that much. People still don’t really recog- 
nize me,” Selvie said. “They mistake me for a basketball player. 

“Hopefully, I can put on some weight and people will think I'ma 
football player.” 


GEORGE SELVIE 


— Anthony Gimino 
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LINEBACKERS 


‘Big- play Rey’ Lowers 
the Boom for Trojans 


hen more than 80 NFL scouts and coaches assembled at USC 
for Pro Day to test players entering the draft, they could not 
help but notice the one who did not work out. 
NFL teams descended upon USC linebacker Rey Maua- 
luga, eager to discuss his draft status — and some might have left a little 
perplexed that he did not leave a year early, when he could have been a 


OP INSIDE LINEBACKERS | 


James Laurinaitis Sr. Ohio State 

_ Third consecutive season of picking up major individual hardware. — 
Rey Maualuga Sr. USC 
Lindy’s preseason choice as the most feared hitter in college football. 


Scott McKillop Pittsburg h 


Brandon Spikes Jr. Florida 

_After making 131 tackles last season, has more help in front and behind. 
Tray Blackmon Jr. Auburn 
_ Has all the tools ... just needs to put a full season of health together. _ 


Gerald McRath Jr. Southern Miss 
_ Reigning C-USA Defensive Player of Year had 139 tackles last year, _ 


Joe Mortensen Sr. Kansas 
All-conference defender should be OK for fall after knee injury. 


Darry Beckwith Sr. LSU 
Even higher on the scouts’ lists; a key part of excellent run defense. 


Rolando McClain | So. Alabama 


Nick Saban's first recruiting gem did not disappoint as a true freshman. _ 


Jasper Brinkley Sr. South Carolina 
_ Returning from injury to be the beast South Carolina desperately needs. _ 


Dave Philistin Sr. Maryland 

_Made 124 stops last season, including 21 against Georgia Tech. 
Dannell Ellerbe Sr. Georgia 
Team-high 93 tackles in ‘07 and a great spring portends more big 


TOP OUTSIDE LINEBACKERS 


RK NAME 
Brian Cushi 


CLASS COLLEGE 


USC 


Aaron Cu Sr. “Wake Forest 
Amazing: Returned INTs for scores of 57, 77 and 84 yards in 2007. 


Eric Norwood Jr. South Carolina 

AIFSEC end will do more roaming this season as ahybrid OLB, 
Rico McCoy Jr. Tennessee 

106 tackles last year; can grab more spotlight with Jerod Mayo gone. _ 


Clint Sintim Sr. Virginia 
As part of the ACC’s best group, led the nation's LBs with nine sacks. 


Marcus Freeman Sr. Ohio State 
Athletic and experienced, with more than 100 tackles last season. _ 


Sean Weatherspoon Jr. ‘Missouri 


It's been a while since Missouri has had a linebacker this good. 


Zach Follett Sr. Cal 

He's a game-changer: 27 career TFLs and eight perce fumbles. 
Adam Leonard Sr. Haw: 

WAC’s top defender an all-over-the-field playmaker; four INTs in 2007. 
Clayton Mullins Sr. Miami (Ohio) 
Reigning MAC Defensive Player of the Year; 143 tackles in 2007. 


Maurice Crum Jr. ‘Sr. Notre Dame 
Veteran player could shine in new coordinator Jon Tenuta’s defense. 


Jonathan Casillas Sr. Wisconsin 


Team's leading tackler; returning captain; four TFLs vs. Vols in bowl. 


first-round draft pick. 

Even Maualuga ad- 
mitted he thought twice 
about his decision while 
watching teammates 
prepare to leave for the 
NFL and the riches that await. 

“You have about 20 seconds of, “What would happen if you had 
left,” Maualuga said. “But I still have things to do here. | like it here.” 

At least he received positive feedback from the NFL personnel. 

“Most of the guys said you made the right decision to stay,” he said. 
“It’s not like waiting another year is that long anyways.” 

The height of expectations surrounding Maualuga makes it difficult 
for him to live up to them. 

Fans remember him clobbering UCLA quarterback Patrick Cowan 
near the end of the 2006 game, a play that gave Cowan a concussion. 
Teammates remember his hard hit in the preseason on wide receiver 
Patrick Turner, a-play that knocked Turner out of the season opener and 
prompted him to drop passes in the first three games. 

“When Rey hits someone, everyone knows it,” said fellow linebacker 
Clay Matthews. “We know sooner or later someone is going to get hit. I’m 
glad I play defense.” 

But those plays only cause fans to want more. 

As a freshman and sophomore, those highlight hits were often offset 
by Maualuga missing assignments because he did not play with poise, 
During a famous incident in his sophomore year, coach Pete Carroll 
chewed him out on the sideline after he'd given up a big screen play 
against Stanford. 

However, Maualuga made huge strides last year and enjoyed his best 
season. He finished with a team-high 79 tackles and was the Defensive 
Most Valuable Player of the Rose Bowl. It was an easy choice; he inter- 
cepted a pass and had three sacks. 

And now he’s a preseason All-American. 

“T think I’ve matured,” Maualuga said. “I’ve grown up a lot. I’m more 
comfortable with my role now.” 

As USC fields another national championship-contending team, Maua- 
luga is the closest thing to a star on this year’s edition, with his bushy hair and 
6-3, 255-pound frame making him an easily recognizable figure on campus. 

“Those NFL guys couldn’t take their eyes off Rey,” Carroll said. 
“He’s a complete player at the next level. I encouraged him to find out 
what the NFL thought after his junior year, but he knew it would really 
help him to come back.” 

And it will really help USC. 

He underwent a highly publicized freshman year, where he was arrested 
for punching a student and then endured the death of his father right before 
the 2006 Rose Bowl. Since those tumultuous times, he’s become a good 
student and learned to control his emotions, on and off the field. 

Now, he calls the defensive signals and is a team leader. He should 
become a first-team All-Pac-10 selection for the third straight year. 

But he remains humble about his ability. 

“T still have a lot of growing up to do on the football field,” Maualuga 
said. “As much as I’m asked about myself, I’m really just hoping to win a 
national championship.” 


Photo by: John Pyle/icon SMI 


REY MAUALUGA 


— Scott Wolf 
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The Return of Macho 
Includes Some Humility 


Photo by: Rich Kane/icon SMI 


irginia Tech’s Macho man was as good as gone in January. that, we don’t mean 
Victor “Macho” Harris had decided to join teammate his head coach, Frank > 
Brandon Flowers in skipping the last year of his college career Beamer. ‘ ” 
to apply for the National Football League Draft. “At one point, | VICTOR "MACHO" HARRIS 
Then Harris sought some advice from a higher authority. And by was ready to leave. I was 


ready for the league, ready to start a new life,” he said. “But when you're 
making a life change like that, it takes more than one night. I got down 


il on my hands and knees and asked the ma tairs for help.” 
TO P co RI N E R BAC KS Applian Harris Eabealy Biicrniubes Hokie fan, Harris 


RK NAME CLASS COLLEGE changed his mind before the deadline to declare for the draft, opting to 

4.) Malcolm Jenkins Sr. Ohio State stay at Tech for his senior year. 
Slate a 2S whe Tetumedio clase te tite. Harris’ change of heart was a welcome measure of good news for 
N - alone INTs (14) Safe Sein es ey Beamer and veteran defensive coordinator Bud Foster. Already wracked 
lite cas Wee Tech by graduation losses — linebackers Vince Hall and Xavier Adibi, end 
Becomes the veteran leader (five Nis last year) in Hokies’ defense. | Chris Ellis, tackles Carlton Powell and Barry Booke 
Vontae Davis - i : . would have been in rebuilding mode had Harris followed Flowers. 
Supe tiesicar eserupaes ihe kindof en a Instead, Harris’ return gives the defense a veteran leader, in addition 
Mike Mickens Sr. Cincinnati x Ld : 
Wiry cover comer has been one of Big East’s best for past three years. to the lockdown cornerback Foster’s blitz-happy scheme requires. 
Captain Munnerlyn Jr. South Carolina or But Harris says he feels no undue pressure as the Hokes pursue their 
All-SEC as a sophomore, but trying to come back from foot injury. second consecutive ACC title. 
ss tealar jumping to the NEL: = exciting nae ae : “We have a great group of guys and a great coach who will put us in 
Jeirnud Powers ‘Mapu = 1 position to make plays,” he said. “I can’t play every position on the field, 
Still-emerging talent helped Tiers fank saver pass defense. but as far as bringing leadership, I can do that.” 
Asher Allen Jr. Georgia H The 6-0, 192-pound Harris enjoyed the best season of his Tech 
ASCE ETE AU USA He SIR SAS . career in 2007, even though he often was overshadowed by the hard- 
Dene Weanke erbecks rarely chalence tiniininancaverace? hitting Flowers. Harris finished with 36 tackles and five interceptions, 
D.J. Moore TS Vanderbilt including one he returned for a touchdown in an emotional opening win 


An sarod athlete like this doesn’t come around Vandy every day. ' over East Carolina. 
What's more, Harris cut down on mental errors. 

“T didn’t try to do too much, and I made plays,” he said. “Some- 
times, when you're younger, you want to do what you can to impress the 
coaches and fans. Part of growing up and maturing is (letting the game) 


‘TOP SAFETIES 


_RK NAME CLASS COLLEGE come to you.” 
: . Harris might be doing that on both sides of the ball this fall. The 
Nic hi cs, 3 coaching staff let him work the first six sessions of spring practice at 
One of the few top players who got away from ones Sisu. flanker, where Tech suffered heavy graduation losses. 
Taylor Mays 3 {o] | This is a guy who rushed for 2,346 yards and scored 35 touchdowns 


ates TU COU DSS BO eR as a high school senior, and he gave a glimpse of his ability to produce 


big plays when he lugged a kickoff 100 yards in an October win at 


Patrick Ching Sr. Orego Clemson. : 
Hard-hitter, a special teams ace, “ be good for about 120 stops. “We lost a lot and I want to do a lot to help the team,” he said. 
Derek Pegues Mississippi State No matter how his senior year turns out, Harris says he will cherish 
MSU's star, intercepted five aon is first season a free safety. ; ; ; e : 

ary — nes Sr i = citGere his years playing for Beamer. The veteran coach and Harris share a bond 
A big hit from the start, and he's el 299 career tackles. — not only in their devotion to the program, but in their life experiences. 
Michael Hamlin Clemson | Both were burned as children, Harris’ accident occurring on the day 


Leader of the best secondary in the oc. 

Rashad Johnson Sr. Alabama 

Led Alabama with 94 tackles and six interceptions last season. z — ; 
“Chip Vaughn ‘Sr. Wake Forest He was giving me advice (throughout the recovery) and I felt that 
Team-high 105 tackles last season; starting secondary retums wee bond,” Harris said. “Not too many coaches would know how to handle 
Kevin Ellison Sr. USC i that, but I took heed with what he said. 


4 AllJeague player superb at strong safety; Taylor Mays is at free. | “If I was ever going to be like somebody, it would be like Coach 
David Bruton Sr. Notre Dame F B » 
Should emerge from shadow of Tom Zbikowski and be a star-level player. __| camer - 


Beamer made his home visit in 2004 - a grease fire broke in the kitchen 
and Harris suffered burns on his arm and face. 


— Bucky Dent 
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ALL-PURPOSE 


TOP KICKERS 


CLASS COLLEGE 


Thomas Weber So. Arizona State 
_ Nearly perfect as a freshman (24 of 25); won the Lou Groza Award. 


Sam Swank ‘Sr. Wake Forest 
Has 60 career field goals and is an amazing nine of 12 from 50-plus yards. 


Austin Starr Sr. Indiana 
49-yarder beat Purdue in finale and sent Hoosiers to a bow! game. 


‘Kai Forbath So. UCLA 
Made UCLA forget about Justin Medlock; hit all five FGs from 50-plus. 


Jose Martinez Sr. UTEP 


Made 17 of 20 field goals attempts last season, including a 57-yarder vs. Houston. 


Louie Sakoda Sr. Utah 
Was a solid 10 of 13 from 40 or more yards; best P/K combo in country. 


Colt David Sr. Tats > ae 
Opportunity and accuracy intersected for SEC-record 147 points. 


Jeff Wolfert Sr. Missouri 


All-Big 12 kicker enters season having made 16 consecutive field goals. 


TOP PUNTERS 


CLASS COLLEGE 


Kevin Huber Sr. Cincinnati 
Blasted his way to the best average in the nation last year — 46, 9. 


Louie Sakoda Sr. Utah 


Great height, distance, placement; had six punts end up inside the 5-yard ard line. 


Chris Miller Sr. Ball State 


Averaged 45.4 yards per attempt, and dropped 23 inside in the 20. 


Justin Brantly Sr. Texas A&M 

_ Bigger than many LBs (6-4, 245); 43.9-yard average in three years. 
Graham Gano Sr. Florida State 
Has had one punt of at least 50 yards in 11 consecutive games. 


Keenyn Crier So. Arizona 
| Huge leg; getting more consistent; All- Pac-10 as a freshman. 


Thomas Morstead Sr. SMU 
First-team All- Conference USA; helped SMU finish fourth in net punting. 


"Jacob Richardson _ Sr. Miami (Ohio) 


Made significant improvement every year, averaging 45.0 in 2007. 


TOP ALL PURPOSE 


NAME CLASS COLLEGE 

Percy Harvin Jr. Florida 

His all-around skills could steal Heisman away from Tim Tebow. 
Jeremy Maclin So. Missouri 

Scored by rush, reception, punt and kick returns last season. 
C.J. Spiller Jr. Clemson 
Really ... any of the top three on this list could be No.1. 
Sammie Stroughter Sr. Oregon State 
Third-team All-American for all-purpose skills in '06; injured in '07. 


Brandon James Jr. Florida 
Does most of his damage on returns; will he carry the ball more? 


~ Marcus Thi: pen Jr. Indiana 

Speedy RB/KR scared everyone off; no one would kick to him in '07 
Javier Arenas _ Jr. Alabama _ 

Gilbert's cousin adds cornerback duties to his stellar return game. 


- Dexter McCluster _ Jr. Ole Miss 
Will try to do for Houston Nutt what Darren McFadden did for Arkansas. 


Harvin Finds a New Way 
to Gain Yards in All Ways 


PERCY HARVIN 


aster, Percy Harvin realized, isn’t always better. 

So to become a better football player, Harvin decided to slow 

down. 

His epiphany came during a film session last season with 
then-running backs coach Stan Drayton the week before Florida’s home- 
coming game against Vanderbilt. 

“I saw plays where | missed a block or like I was falling down,” 
Harvin said. “He said, ‘Just slow down and read the blocks and know 
when to turn it on.” 

And how. 

In the three games Harvin played following that film session (he 
missed two games because of migraines), he rushed for 435 yards and 
four touchdowns — more than half his season totals. 

He also caught 23 passes for 254 yards and a touchdown in that stretch, 
signaling his arrival as one of the best all-around players in the country. 

“Td take him,” Vanderbilt coach Bobby Johnson said. “Take him 
back on the plane.” 

Johnson made that comment moments after Harvin rushed for 113 
yards and caught nine passes for 110 yards to become the first player in 
Florida history to surpass 100 yards rushing and receiving in the same game. 

When Harvin’s sophomore season ended against Michigan in the 
Capital One Bowl, he had amassed more than 1,000 yards rushing and 
receiving in his career. 

For the season, he rushed 83 times for 764 yards and caught 59 
passes for 858 yards. He averaged 9.2 yards a carry, tops in the nation, 
and his 1,622 yards of total offense is the second most by a receiver in 
SEC history, trailing only LSU’s Josh Reed (1,747 in 2001). 

The 5-11, 178-pound Harvin is a fantastic tailback who happens to 
also be the Gators’ best receiver. 

“Percy plays tailback,” Meyer said, pointing out that Harvin ran for 
157 yards against Florida State and 165 against Michigan. “Those are 
great running back stats and that’s what he’s playing at those times.” 

Sometimes he’s also playing quarterback. He has taken direct snaps, 
although he did that much more in his freshman season. 

Harvin’s teammates don’t care what he is. They just know he’s a big 
play waiting to happen. 

“Sometimes I get in trouble with not carrying out my fakes after I 
hand it to him, and I turn and watch him go,” Florida quarterback Tim 
Tebow said. 

“He's naturally gifted at playing football. God gave him the ability 
to make people miss that he didn’t give a lot of other people.” 

Like 2007 winner Tebow, that makes him something else, too: A 
Heisman Trophy candidate. 

If he recovers as expected from surgery on his right heel bone by the 
Aug. 30 season opener against Hawaii — his rehab began in June — Har- 
vin has a legitimate chance to record 1,000 yards rushing and receiving. 

That, much like Tebow’s 32 passing and 23 rushing touchdowns in 
2007, would be hard for voters to ignore. 

“Like I tell anybody, he can win the Heisman next year if he stays 
healthy and does some of things I know he can do,” said former UF 
receiver Andre Caldwell. “He’s just that talented. I think big things are 
going to happen for him.” 

— Michael DiRocco 
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Las Vegas’ leading Contest Winner Brings YOU to his Level! __, ! 


“HI. My name is Nick Bogdanovich and the most important thing 
you need to know about winning at football is this: 


IF THEY CAN’T BEAT ME, THEY CAN’T BEAT YOU!” 


@ AS LINESMAKER | ran the baddest book in town — Binion’s — & 

@ AS A BETTOR | just WON my 3RD STRAIGHT handicapping tournament and I’m now 
3 and 0 with (see documentation). 

@ /f the books can’t beat me as a bettor — and the bettors can’t beat me as a bookmaker 
— that makes me 


07 WON 1 PRIZE @ BUT IT MAKES too, if you and F 
FOOTBALL - $160,000 | are both betting the same games! P ey iis 
: : @ And that’s what | propose right now. Come in with fF Rs, 7 
me from the Pre-Season through December, 
. You'll never have to [uuu 
NICK BOGDANOVICH wonder where the right number is or who the wise guys like. 
eee Sa From now on, got the right number and 
secon ces @ Best of all, |’m not just available. I’m affordable. 


Because Vegas Pays for this Deal! From Pre-Season 
through December, I’ll give you the same games | bet myself. 

“06 WON tren @ My regular fee is $500. But all you pay me now is Why? 
aise “) Seay). & Because you only have to pay me the balance of $320 at the 
aaa ENO Of he season you have 

i If, however, you're convinced I'll come through for you and you want to save a few bucks, pay 
my further-reduced season fee of $400 - that's a savings of $700 - and I'll throw in the post 
season College Bowls and NFL Playoffs to sweeten the deal. 

BAND you get all my anyway, including my: 
u BIG _GAME: = Ss PLAY: SCORE: RESULT: 
! Saints/Steelers 20-7 
Seahawks 48-13 
Cowboys 28-16 


Lions 37-10 

Cards/Chargers 31-33 

Bears 37-27 

: a Lions 34-3 
SRLIEGE PEE RAMEDE MONTH: Wyoming 20-3 
NFL GAME OF THE MONTH: Texans 37-17 
COLLEGE GAME OF THE MONTH: Nebraska 36-14 


When | was a linesmaker | did what all the suits from Harvard, Wharton or Stanford 
couldn’t do: / made SURE the house made a profit. Now | want to do the same for you! 


Call me now toll free at: 1" * Sas 
or call: 1- 02-860: also available at: WWW. SportsMasters.com 


“My whole life - as a kid growing up in Vegas... as a business major on a basketball 
scholarship... as linesmaker at Binion’s Horseshoe, the Stratosphere, Mandalay Bay, 
the Golden Nugget ...as a Champion in the $160,000 winner-take-all handicapping 
contest at LeRoy’s... or as Sports Book Director at Cal Neva - thru all of it, | have 
stayed focused on the right number. Don’t tell me who can beat who — give me a 
number. Don’t tell me about style matchups — give me a number. It takes a number 
to beat a number. That is what | do. And I’m inviting you to join me.” be 


NICK 3540 W. Sahara Avenue #732 Las Vegas, NV 89102-5816 
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This is a tough one. Clemson or Georgia? Geor- 
gia or Clemson? Perhaps the Bulldogs should get the 
benefit of the doubt because of their status as Lindy’s 
preseason No. 1, but the Tigers deserve the nod 
because of a second proven option at tailback. 

Clemson, a year ago, couldn't make this list 
because it had a rookie quarterback; it wasn’t enough 
that the Tigers had two elite tailbacks. But then Cullen 
Harper went out and became the top-rated passer in 
the ACC last season — yes, better than Boston Col- 
lege’s Matt Ryan — and running back James Davis 
decided to return for his senior season with junior 
C.J. Spiller. 

There you have it. One of the best quarterbacks 
in the country, backed by a two-time All-ACC running 
back (Davis) and one of the nation’s most thrilling 
players (Spiller). 

That “Thunder and Lightning” combination 
poured it on for 1,832 rushing yards last season — 


despite playing behind a questionable offensive line. 


Quarterback Matthew Stafford, as expected, 
made improvement in his sophomore season, show- 
ing he has the career arc to be one of the nation’s 
finest just in time for a run to No. 1. 

The revelation was freshman running back 
Knowshon Moreno, whose sizzling second half of 
the season gave him 1,332 yards, 14 touchdowns ... 


“Thunder and Lightning” have 
the Clemson Tigers in contention 
in the Atlantic Coast Conference. 


and the expectation that he was just getting started. 
He should be backed by promising redshirt freshman 
Caleb King. 


Quarterback Sam Bradford had a slight advan- 
tage in OU’s quarterback derby last year coming out 
of spring ball, so it wasn’t a surprise that he ended up 
winning the job, it’s that he ended up being so good 
at it. He set an NCAA freshman record with 36 touch- 
down passes and led the nation in passing efficiency 
with a rating of 176.53. 

DeMarco Murray, looking for a full season of 
health, had 764 yards and 13 TDs as a freshman. 
Chris Brown is a dependable short-yardage runner, 
and Mossis Madu just wants a shot. 


Be ES ee ee SS ee 
Ohio State has a steady, all-league quarterback 
in Todd Boeckman and a running back, Chris “Beanie” 
Wells, who has a chance to gain admittance to the 
chamber of Buckeye greats. None of that compares to 
the hype surrounding incoming freshman quarterback 
Terrelle Pryor. Ohio State would be thrilled if he does 
what Tim Tebow did at Florida as a rookie — be a 
part-time, change-of-pace, scoring machine. 


Ba ae * mi 
Patrick White and Steve Slaton formed one of the 
nation’s best backfields last season, and the produc- 
tion isn’t expected to drop off the cliff now that Noel 


Devine has replaced the slithery Slaton, an NFL early 
entry. Devine, running on jet fuel, is a threat to go all 
the way, while White has as much running wizardry 
as any QB in the country. 


Riley Skinner, only a junior, has already tied the 
school record for victories by a quarterback (18). 
Josh Adams ran for 953 yards last season and was 
chosen as the ACC Rookie of the Year. 


o 


Senior quarterback John Parker Wilson, ina 
testament to his ability and longevity, is going to 
rewrite the school’s passing marks. A trio of returning 
running backs, led by Terry Grant, combined for 
1,673 yards last season. 


mae ae aes ee ee 

Do-it-all quarterback Matt Grothe and running 
back Mike Ford return to lead an offense that aver- 
aged 34.7 points and 414 yards per game. 


Max Hall threw for 3,848 yards in his first season 
as the starter, helped by freshman Harvey Unga, who 
had 1,227 yards rushing and 655 yards receiving. 


= = SF} ee a 

QB Mark Sanchez is still short of experience (but 
he’s talented, of course) and the nation’s deepest 
cache of running backs counts for a lot. 


RECEIVERS 


The Tigers are so ridiculous offensively right 
now that they can lose All-American tight end Martin 
Rucker and wideout Will Franklin (49 catches), and 
not spend much time worrying about it. 

That's the luxury of having Jeremy Maclin, who 
had 1,055 receiving yards last season and put ona 
show all over the field. Rucker’s loss is absorbed by 
senior Chase Coffman, the three-year sidekick who'll 
perhaps have another 14 games to add to his school 
record for touchdown catches. 

Danario Alexander (coming back from ACL 
surgery), speedy Jared Perry, third-down target 
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Tommy Saunders and incoming freshmen help give 
Chase Daniel all the help he needs as the Tigers take 
aim again at the BCS. 


2. TEXAS TECH 


Michael Crabtree won the Biletnikoff Award as a 
freshman, simply too big, too fast, too determined for 
those poor little cornerbacks. Crabtree led the nation 
in receiving yards per game (150.92), receptions per 
game (10.31) and receiving touchdowns (22). 

Two more starting wideouts return for one of the 
nation’s most prolific offenses — Edward Britton (48 
catches) and Eric Morris (nine TDs). 


3. TULSA 


Perhaps these record-setters are just a product 
of the system — but it’s a really good system. Tulsa 
finished with the nation’s top-ranked offense (543.9), 
and the Golden Hurricane produced three 1,000-yard 
pass catchers, all of whom are back — Brennan 
Marion (the Conference USA Newcomer of the Year), 
Trae Johnson and Charles Clay. 


4. OHIO STATE 


Without a lot of fanfare, Brian Hartline, Brian 
Robiskie and Ray Small combined for 127 catches 
for 1,896 yards and 19 touchdowns. That’s nearly 
identical to the production from Ohio State's top three 
a year earlier when the Buckeyes had first-rounders 
Ted Ginn and Anthony Gonzalez. 


5. RUTGERS 


The Scarlet Knights had two players break 
the school record for receiving yards — Tiquan 
Underwood, whose 1,100 yards were eclipsed by 
tall and athletic Kenny Britt, who came 
up with 1,232 receiving yards while 
averaging 19.9 per catch. Tim Brown 
and Dennis Campbell give Rutgers 
enviable depth. 


6. FLORIDA 


It doesn’t take much else than 
Heisman candidate Percy Harvin to rank 
high on this list. But the Gators have 
help in reserve, including emerging 
Louis Murphy, speedy Deonte Thomp- 
son and the best tight end in the SEC, 
Cornelius Ingram. 


7. TENNESSEE 


Lucas Taylor, Josh Briscoe and 
Austin Rogers combined to catch 185 
passes last season, and a deep rotation 
includes talented athletes Gerald Jones 
and Denarius Moore. 


8. CLEMSON 


The Tigers have the best wideout 
in the ACC — Aaron Kelly, who caught 
a school-record 88 passes last season. 
Tyler Grisham can be counted on for 
plays big and small. Jacoby Ford is one 
college football's fastest players. 


9. ARIZONA 


Deep group will help the Wildcats get better in 
second season of Texas Tech-like spread offense, led 
by Mike Thomas (83 catches) and budding star Rob 
Gronkowski, a tight end who has the best hands in 
the Pac-10. 


10. BALL STATE 


The Cardinals have two legit first-day NFL Draft 
prospects in little receiver Dante Love (100 receptions 
for 1,396 yards) and tight end Darius Hill (65 catches, 
11 TDs). 


TOP 
10 


OFFENSIVE 
LINES 


1. OKLAHOMA 


The Sooners have one of the nation’s top back- 
fields, and they have the nation’s best line — which is 
a national-championship kind of combination. 

Oklahoma won't miss a beat from last season 
because all five starters, including a couple of key 


Duke Robinson anchors the 
line for the Sooners, who are a 
legitimate championship threat. 


Photo by: Wesley Hitt / Getty Images 


backups, return to pave the road for an offense that 
ran for an average of 190.7 yards per game, passed 
for 258.2 and allowed only 14 sacks. 

When in doubt, the Sooners will lean to the left, 
which is where guard Duke Robinson and tackle Phil 
Loadholt block out the sun. They are both potential 
first-round draft picks. Center Jon Cooper and right 
guard Brandon Walker are more postseason award 
candidates. 


2. LSU 


The Tigers are right there with Oklahoma as the 
nation’s best offensive line. Tackle Ciron Black, guard 
Herman Johnson and center Brett Helms are All-SEC 
candidates who could also earn national honors. The 
only new starter is at right tackle. 


3. OHIO STATE 


The line loses quotable captain Kirk Barton but 
everyone else is back, including a mammoth senior 
left side — tackle Alex Boone (6-8, 312) and guard 
Steve Rehring (6-7, 345). Jim Cordle is one of the top 
junior centers in the country. 


4. WEST VIRGINIA 


The entire starting five is back, led by All-Amer- 
ican tackle Ryan Stanchek and guard Greg Isdaner. 
Now, get started run blocking, fellas. 


5. AUBURN 


The starting unit returns intact, including a trio of 
sophomores who started as true freshmen. This has 
quickly become a strength for the Tigers, led by guard 
Tyronne Green. 


6. ALABAMA 


Every team should be so lucky to have a founda- 
tion of left tackle Andre Smith and center Antoine 
Caldwell. 


7. WISCONSIN 


The Badgers, near-permanent residents of 
this list, have lots of versatility and standout guard 
Kraig Urbik, making life easier for a new starting 
quarterback. 


8. PENN STATE 


The intact line, led by center A.Q. Shipley and left 
tackle Gerald Cadogan, will help make a 1,000-yard 
rusher out of emerging tailback Evan Royster. 


9. CAL 


Led by center Alex Mack and tackle Mike Tepper, 
Cal has allowed just 24 sacks in the past two seasons, 
the third-lowest total in the nation (and it's not as if 
QB Nate Longshore has been particularly nimble). 


10. BYU 


Senior guard Ray Feinga and senior tackle Dallas 
Reynolds each begin the season on the watch list for 
the Outland Trophy. Neither was beaten for a sack 
last season. 
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DEFENSE 


a 

It hardly seems fair. Coaches always talk about 
how the toughest recruiting task is to find big, athletic 
defensive tackles. Almost nobody has an excess. 
Almost nobody can replace an All-American such as 
Glenn Dorsey. 

Except LSU. 

Reloading with a vengeance, the Tigers turn to 
Ricky Jean-Francois to be a dominator in the middle. 
He missed the first 12 games last season because 
of academics, but then played a role in the SEC 
Championship Game and the national-title game win 
over Ohio State. He has a talent ceiling, scouts say, as 
high as Dorsey’s. 

The interior rotation, including Marlon Favorite, 
Charles Alexander and Al Woods, is fabulous. The 
ends are the best in the SEC, with Tyson Jackson 
high on the NFL radar. On the other side, sixth-year 
senior Kirston Pittman (eight sacks) is even more 
productive. 


SSS eae eet 

Notice the trend here with 
the offensive and defensive lines 
of LSU and Oklahoma? 

As usual, the Sooners are 
overflowing with former four- 
and five-star recruits, allowing 
coach Bob Stoops to use a deep 
rotation. Junior end Auston 
English is the team’s premier 
pass rusher, with 9.5 sacks last 
season. Jeremy Beal and Alan 
Davis both have starts at end, and 
sixth-year senior John Williams, 
trying to come back from a torn 
Achilles’ tendon, is another pos- 
sibility. Watch for freshman Frank 
Alexander. 

Junior DeMarcus Granger 
and sophomore Gerald McCoy 
hold down the middle. Each was 
the top-rated defensive tackle 
in their respective recruiting 
classes. They're a big reason 
why Oklahoma held six teams 
last season to 66 rushing yards 
or less. 


The Bulldogs have strength up the middle with 
All-SEC candidates Jeff Owens and Geno Atkins. 
Ends Roderick Battle, a returning starter, and Jeremy 
Lomax aren't as decorated but have ample experience. 
The Dawgs are doing something right: They finished 
in the top three in total defense, run defense and scor- 
ing defense last season. 


SEE SES ee See 

The Tigers will continue their run of stout 
defenses, with seniors Dorell Scott and Rashaad Jack- 
son leading a deep pool of talent at tackle. Ricky Sapp 
is a good pass rusher off the end, posting five sacks 
and 22 hurries last season. The buzz of spring was 
true freshman Da’Quan Bowers, an early enrollee. 


(Ss 2 Se Eee 

Senior tackle Vance Walker is a Lindy’s pre- 
season All-American, and Darryl Richard is another 
strong tackle who compiles tackles for loss. Athletic 
Michael Johnson takes over at end. 


Swarming Bengal Tiger defense 
will still be tops, even without 
Glenn Dorsey. 


Photo by: Joe Robbins/Getty Images 


Even with a couple of players suspended in the 
spring, the Lions had plenty of big fellas in the middle. 
While that gets sorted out, the headliner is at end; All- 
America candidate Maurice Evans had 12.5 sacks and 
five forced fumbles last season. Opposite end Josh 
Gaines does a nice job, too. 


Ron Brace and B.J. Raji, who is coming back 
from academic ineligibility, are two non-movable ob- 
jects in the middle of the line. Junior end Alex Albright 
had 8.5 sacks despite missing the final three games 
due to injury. BC would have been higher if not for the 
April dismissal of starting end Brady Smith. 


Explosive Sen’Derrick Marks is now in the 
middle, and end Antonio Coleman (18.5 tackles for 
loss last season, including 8.5 sacks) should be fine 
after a scary spring neck injury. 


The Sun Devils’ strength is at end. Dexter Davis 
had 10.5 sacks last season, and his bookend, Luis 
Vasquez, was often in the backfield, too. They com- 
bined for 25 tackles for loss. 


Plenty of production from ends Cody Brown and 
Julius Williams — they combined for 16 sacks and 
caused other mayhem — for a defense that held 10 
opponents under 20 points. The Huskies could be 
even better on defense this year. 


LINEBACKERS 


The Trojans have arguably the best inside 
linebacker (Rey Maualuga) and the best outside 
linebacker (Brian Cushing) in the country. They are 
each former Rose Bowl MVPs. 

They're not necessarily stat compilers like some 
other linebackers, but hard-hitting Maualuga did have 
six sacks last season and Cushing had 13.5 tackles 
for loss in 2006 when he often played as a stand-up 
end. Cushing was slowed last season by injury when 
he returned to the strong side. 

As usual, everyone else is jealous of USC’s 
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depth, which includes seniors Kaluka Maiava and Clay 
Matthews, sophomore Luther Brown and redshirt 
freshman Chris Galippo. 


2. OHIO STATE 


Senior middle ‘backer James Laurinaitis is up for 
all the major defensive awards — some of which he 
already owns — and he plays his best in big games. 
He had 19 tackles vs. Wisconsin last season and 18 in 
the national-title game loss to LSU. 

Marcus Freeman is back as a tag-team partner 
for the third consecutive season. He had more than 
100 tackles last season. Senior Curtis Terry, coming 
off a medical redshirt, could take the other outside 
spot and also dabble on offense as a fullback. 


3. SOUTH CAROLINA 


The Gamecocks, needing to make big improve- 
ment in this area, benefit from Jasper Brinkley’s 
return from injury and the move of end Eric Norwood 
(19.5 tackles for loss, six sacks) to outside linebacker. 
Rodney Paulk and Marvin Sapp are returning starters 
in what is now a deep and potentially punishing unit. 


4. VIRGINIA 


Cavs rarely have a shortage of talent at 
linebacker in their 3-4 defense, and senior outside 
linebacker Clint Sintim is one of the best in the nation. 
Seniors Jon Copper and Antonio Appleby hold down 
the inside spots, giving the defense 500 pounds of 
run-stuffing force. Virginia allowed only nine rushing 
touchdowns last season. 


5. WAKE FOREST 


Outside linebacker Aaron Curry makes plays all 
over the field. He has two other seniors — Stanley 
Arnoux and Chantz McClinic — with him as starters, 
and there is so much depth that coach Jim Grobe can 
use some hybrid schemes with his linebackers. 


6. CAL 


Bears return a veteran unit that features big- 
play man Zach Follett, Anthony Felder and Worrell 
Williams. That trio last season recorded 270 tackles, 
including 24.5 for loss. 


7. FLORIDA 


No more depth problems. All-SEC standout 
Brandon Spikes made 131 tackles last season. Dustin 
Doe and A.J. Jones are returning starters. Freshman 
Brendan Beal could make an impact before it’s all over 
this season. 


8. GEORGIA 


Dannell Ellerbe is super in the middle and getting 
better all the time. Sophomore Rennie Curran could 
make a big name for himself this season. Depth is not 
an issue. 


Clayton Mullins is the reigning MAC Defensive 
Player of the Year, and Joey Hudson is a two-time all- 
conference pick. That makes it hard for Caleb Bostic 
(103 tackles, 11 for loss) to squeeze into postseason 


2008 wituw.LiINDYSSPORTS.COM 


honors, even if he’s deserving. 


10. KANSAS 


Joe Mortensen, All-Big 12 last season with 106 
tackles, controls the middle, surrounded by seniors 
Mike Rivera and James Holt, each of whom earned 
honorable mention all-conference honors. 


\ 
9) 


Taylor Mays is part of the 
nation’s best safety tandem. 


TOP 
10 


DEFENSIVE 
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BACKS 
1. USC 


The Trojans, even in the passing Pac-10, ranked 
sixth nationally in passing efficiency and allowed only 
nine passing touchdowns. They should be just as 
good this season — perhaps better — because of the 
return of seven players with starting experience and 
mix-and-match possibilities. 

The safety combination of Taylor Mays and 
Kevin Ellison is the best in the country. Both have 
All-America talent. 

Cary Harris returns at one cornerback spot, and 
a cast of several is vying for the position vacated by 
Terrell Thomas. 


2. OHIO STATE 


The Buckeyes were first nationally in pass 
defense (150.1 yards per game) and were fourth in 


passing efficiency defense (98.73 rating). Should be 
no problems this season. Senior All-American Mal- 
colm Jenkins leads the way among the four returning 
starters. 

As to who has the better secondary — USC or 
Ohio State — that might become clearer when the 
teams meet in the L.A. Coliseum on Sept. 13. 


3. SOUTH CAROLINA 


The fabulously named Captain Munnerlyn is 
a super cover guy, and Emanuel Cook helps bring 
definition to the term “hard-hitting safety.” True fresh- 
man Akeem Auguste is pushing senior Carlos Thomas 
in an experienced unit that allowed just 168.8 passing 
yards per game. 


4. OREGON 


There’s not a play that senior rover Patrick 
Chung can’t make. The Ducks complement his 
all-around skills with the best pair of cornerbacks in 
the league. Walter Thurmond and Jairus Byrd were 
honorable mention all-conference as sophomores in 
2007. 


5. MISSISSIPPI STATE 


All-SEC free safety Derek Pegues, who had five 
interceptions last season, is the leader of a defense 
that was seventh in the nation against the pass, allow- 
ing 174.9 yards per game. The Bulldogs return three 
other starters. 


6. TENNESSEE 


This will be one of the most improved secondar- 
ies in the country, boosted by the return of athletic 
safety Demetrice Morley (academics) and cornerback 
Antonio Gaines (injury). They'll be sidekicks to sopho- 
more safety Eric Berry, who picked off five intercep- 
tions and returned them 222 yards last year. 


7. RUTGERS 


Senior safety Courtney Greene, one of the finest 
in the country, is joined by cornerback twins Jason 
and Devin McCourty in what should again be a stingy 
defense. 


8. OREGON STATE 


The Beavers suffered a lot of personnel losses, 
but the secondary is still a strength. Seniors Brandon 
Hughes and Keenan Lewis have a total of 65 starts at 
cornerback, and senior strong safety Al Afalava, who 
can deliver a hit, has started for most of the past two 
years. 


9. CINCINNATI 


Cornerback tandems don’t come much better 
than Mike Mickens and DeAngelo Smith. They inter- 
cepted 14 passes last season. 


10. ARIZONA STATE 


Dennis Erickson’s defense will continue to get 
faster and better, and safety Troy Nolan and corner- 
back Omar Bolden are a key part of the makeover. 


Linoy’s Sports Annuats 47 


th 
y 
S 
— 
g 
= 
a 
5 
c 
Ss 
= 
g 
wh 
3 
= 


Step inside the Big Top — you won't 
believe your eyes! 

It was a college football freak show 
last season, right from the opening act. 

Appalachian State over Michigan in 
the Big House? 

Navy over Notre Dame? 

Stanford over USC? 

Louisiana-Monroe over Alabama? 

On and on. 

When it was over, Notre Dame had a 
sickly three victories, Miami was bowl- 
less for the first time in a decade, the Ne- 
braska Blackshirt defense had given up 
76 points in a game ... and being ranked 


No. 2 in the country was a curse. 

South Florida was one of the teams 
stepping through the space-time rift in the 
college football universe. The Bulls weren't 
even bom as a Division I-A (sorry, Football 
Bowl Subdivision) program until 2001. 

USF was one of several surprising 
teams that rose to No. 2 in the polls. 
Cal, Boston College, Oregon, Kansas ... 
they had their chance. It was up to them 
to lose it, and they lost it. 

No. 1 Missouri and No. 2 West Virgin- 
ia were a weekend away from playing for 
the national championship. Then came 
one more spin of the big wheel of upsets 


and both teams were gone. 

Was last season a fluke? 

We all want to believe in the sancti- 
ty of, say, a Florida-USC national cham- 
pionship game ... but, well, good luck 
with that. 

Even the Gators have to reload now 
and then. USC's invincibility shield was 
punctured by 40-point underdog Stanford. 

Bottom line: Get used to it. 

“That's just the way college football 
is,” said LSU coach Les Miles, who ben- 
efited the most from the upsets, able 
to take a two-loss team to the national 
title game — and win it handily over 
Ohio State. 

“If you're not prepared, if you don’t 
have a great game plan, if your kids 
don’t come ready to play quality football 
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and do it for four quarters, it’s going to 
be a dogfight. We certainly understood 
that last year. And that was not only in 
our season, but throughout the country 
you saw those games in which a signifi- 
cant underdog won. 

“That happens. That's college foot- 
ball.” 

Amen. 

Given the backdrop of last season, 
nothing seems terribly improbable any- 
more. Still, it’s hard to wrap your brain 
around some of the concepts here. 

If we say Texas Tech could play Cin- 
cinnati for the national title, you say 
we're crazy. We say, look at last season. 

This is good for weekly drama. Bad 
for preseason predictions. | 

This year, it’s not as if Georgia, Lindy’s 
preseason No. 1, is any kind of a lock for 
the title game. Have you seen the Dawgs’ 
schedule? The whole SEC has the same 
problem — too many tough games. 

There’s no clear-cut favorite. Ohio 
State might run through the Big Ten, but 
the Buckeyes first have to go through 
the L.A. Coliseum and face USC, which 
has had a hard time running through its 
conference lately. 

The Big 12 is loaded, and might 
face the same feeding-on-its-own syn- 
drome as the SEC and Pac-10. Big East 
fave West Virginia has the unknown of a 
new coach. Clemson should win the ACC, 
but when is the last time Clemson won 
something it should? 

How sure can we be of a surprise? 

Consider: In each of the past 11 
years, at least two teams unranked in 
the AP preseason poll have finished in 
the national top 10, just as Missouri and 
Kansas did last season. 

Here’s betting it will another crazy 
season. 

Welcome to the Big Top, and a po- 
tential Tiger-taming opener. 

After all, defending national champ 
LSU opens at home ... against Appala- 
chian State. 


2008 WwiW.LINDYSSPORTS.COM 


BCS 


MATCHUPS 


BCS NATIONAL 
CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 


The BCS “double-hosting” system 
enters its third season, with the main 
venue switching to Miami this season. 

Dolphin Stadium, with a capacity of 
75,192, is the site of the Orange Bowl 
and the national championship game 
between teams ranked Nos. 1 and 2 in 
the BCS standings. 

Here’s how Lindy’s sees it all: 


Thursday, Jan. 8 
Miami ¢ Dolphin Stadium 
BCS #1 vs. BCS #2 


Lindy’s pick: Georgia vs. USC 


ROSE BOWL 


Thursday, Jan. 1 


Pasadena, Calif. * Rose Bowl 


Pac-10 champ vs. Big Ten champ 
Lindy’s pick: Arizona State* vs. Ohio State 


ORANGE BOWL 


Thursday, Jan. 1 
Miami ¢ Dolphin Stadium 


ACC champ vs. BCS at-large 


Lindy’s pick: Clemson vs. West Virginia 


SUGAR BOWL 


Friday, Jan. 2 
New Orleans ¢ Superdome 


SEC champ vs. BCS at-large 


Lindy’s pick: Florida* vs. Missouri 


FIESTA BOWL 


Monday, Jan. 5 


Glendale, Ariz. ¢ University of Phoenix Stadium 


Big 12 champ vs. BCS at-large 


Lindy’s pick: Oklahoma vs. BYU 


*(At Large) 


RULE 


CHANGES 


Call it the Bill Belichick rule. The 
NCAA in April prohibited the use of vid- 
eo or audio equipment to steal an oppos- 
ing team’s signals. Fair enough. 

Meanwhile, the NCAA Playing Rules 
Oversight Panel adopted other rule changes 
that will have an effect on the how the end 
user — that’s you — enjoys the game. 

Mostly, it has to do with more tim- 


ing tweaks. This is the third year in a 
row the NCAA rules committee has ad- 
justed the clock rules, trying to hold the 
line or reduce the length of games while 
preserving the number of plays. 


Here is how it shakes out: 


@ The clock will stop on out-of-bounds 
play ... of course. But the referee will now 
restart the clock when the ball is ready to 
play. That’s new. Exceptions come in the 
final two minutes of each half, when the 
clock will start on the snap, as it used to 
do on all out-of-bounds plays. 
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@ The 40/25-second play clock. This is 
like the NFL. When the play is blown dead, 
the offense then has 40 seconds to snap 
the ball. Previously, a team had 25 seconds 
after officials signaled the ball ready for 
play. There will still be a 25-second play 
clock after a change of possession. 


Here are more highlights of what is 
new ... you be the judge of whether 
they are improvements or not. 


@ No more 5-yard facemask penal- 
ties. Even incidental ones are now 15 
yards. Our call: Kind of harsh, but now 
the officials don’t have to make a judg- 
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ment about the severity of the infrac- 
tion. We can live with that. 


@ No more sideline wamings. A team 
that inches forward too far out ofits sideline 
box can immediately be assessed a 5-yard 
penalty without warning. Previously, offi- 
cials could hand out two warnings before a 
penalty. Our call: The value of a really good 
“get-back coach” has skyrocketed. 


@ A coach who is successful with 
his first replay challenge gets another. 
But he can’t have more than two ina 
game. Our call: There should be no limit 
on how successful a coach can be. 


WIN NOW 
OR ELSE 


Mike Stoops, Arizona — He has 
a handful of upsets but no bowl in 
four seasons. Given the sideline tan- 
trums, he’s done more whining than 
winning, and his most memorable mo- 
ment might have come off the field. In 
February, he referred to the supposed 
(and disputed) easier academic admis- 
sions to his state rival, Arizona State, 
and mentioned it as “a junior college.” 
Folks in Tempe were not amused. 

Ty Willingham, Washington — 
He is 11-25 in three seasons, fight- 
ing uphill to restore the talent level 
to Washingtonian levels. His sopho- 
more quarterback, Jake Locker, is the 
real deal ... but so is the schedule. It 
starts like this — at Oregon, vs. BYU, 
vs. Oklahoma — and includes only 
four conference home games. Get- 
ting to .500 would be an accomplish- 
ment and a job-saver. 

Greg Robinson, Syracuse — He's 
making ex-coach Paul Pasqualoni look 
like Paul “Bear” Bryant. Robinson is 
an un-spiffy 7-28 in three seasons, 
and that includes two victories over 
regional step-brother Buffalo. Robin- 
son has a nice group of running backs 
and a manageable non-conference 
schedule. What he doesn’t have is any 
goodwill left in reserve. 


ARKANSAS 
Out: Houston Nutt (fired) 

In: Bobby Petrino 

Nutt’s 10-year tenure at Arkansas 
unraveled in more ways than one, so 
he had to go. Petrino will deliver the 
passing game that was so successful 
at Louisville. Will it work in the SEC? 


BAYLOR = 
Out: Guy Morriss (fired) 
_In: Art Briles 2 

Briles rebuilt Houston, can recruit 
the state and has a spread offense that 
can keep pace in the Big 12. Baylor 
stepped up at the right time to grab a 
coach whose stock will soar if he does 
the near-impossible at Baylor. 


COLORADO STATE 

Out: Sonny Lubick (retired) 
__In: Steve Fairchild 

Would have been nice if Lubick could 
have gone out a winner, but he didn't 
have a winning record in his last four 
years, forcing a “retirement.” Fairchild is 
a former CSU quarterback and NEL offen- 
sive assistant — a nice fit. 

DUKE 

Out: Ted Roof (fired) 
~_In: David Cutcliffe 

Roof was 6-45 at Duke, including 
3-33 in the ACC. Cutcliffe, the college 
coaching mentor of Peyton and Eli 
Manning, brings some instant cred to 
a program than had none. 

GEORGIA TECH 

Out: Chan Gailey (fired) 

In: Paul Johnson 

Gailey took the Jackets to a bowl 
in each of his six seasons — yeah, but 
he never beat Georgia! Johnson was 
a marvel at Navy, and it will be oh- 
so intriguing to see his option attack 
work in the ACC. It would be great for 
college football if it did. 


HAWAII 

Out: June Jones (SMU) 
__In:GregMcMackin 

Can't blame Jones for taking the 
bigger bucks (and better facilities). 
Hawaii makes it fairly painless by hir- 
ing McMackin, the team’s defensive 
coordinator who will keep the run- 
and-shoot offense, although it just 
won't be the same. 

HOUSTON 

Out: Art Briles (Baylor) 
—_In:KevinSumin 
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COACHING 
CHANGES 


How tough is the coaching biz? There have been 43 coach- 
ing changes in major college football in the past two years 
— that’s 36 percent of the 119 teams with new bosses. Of 
course, many of the former head coaches who left involuntari- 
ly pulled down good buyouts, so, we don’t feel tooooo sorry 


for them. 


Here are this season’s new guys in new places ... or old 


guys in new places: 


Like his predecessor, Sumlin has a 
good mind for offense, having served 
under Mike Price, Dennis Erickson and, 
most recently, Bob Stoops at Oklahoma. 
He’s the first African-American head 
coach at a top-division Texas school. 


NAVY 
Out: Paul Johnson (Georgia Tech) 
In: Ken Niumatalolo 


Niumatalolo, quickly promoted from 
assistant head coach, will keep the tri- 
ple-option attack. As for the pronuncia- 
tion of his name, President Bush passed 
during an April ceremony honoring the 
team. “You call me George, I'll call you 
Ken,” he said. 

MICHIGAN 

Out: Lloyd Carr (retired) 

In: Rich Rodriguez 

This is the big one. Whether it’s be- 
cause of Rodriguez's spread offensive 
style or the coach’s personality, Michi- 
gan football might never be the same. 
High risk, high reward. 


MISSISSIPPI 

Out: Ed Orgeron (fired) 

In: Houston Nutt 

Nutt, ousted at Arkansas, gets to 
stay in the SEC West. He won't be able 
to compete right away, but he does have 
Texas transfer quarterback Jevan Snead 
to build around. 


NEBRASKA 

Out: Bill Callahan (fired) 

In: Bo Pelini 

It was only a matter of time before 
Pelini, the defensive architect of last 
season's national champion LSU Tigers, 


landed a head coaching gig. Nebraska 
was lucky to get him the second time 
around, after bypassing him in favor of 
Callahan after the 2003 season. 


NORTHERN ILLINOIS 

Out: Joe Novak (retired) 

In: Jerry Kill 

Novak, who had 12 mostly successful 
seasons at Northern Illinois, left behind 


Lloyd Carr 
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a veteran team coming off an injury- 
plagued 2-10 season. A quick turnaround 
is possible under Kill, the former head 
coach at Southern Illinois. 


SMU 

Out: Phil Bennett (fired) 

In: June Jones 

Jones said he installed his whole 
run-and-shoot offense in the spring. 
Give it time, it will work. SMU won't be 
going 1-11 again, as it did last season. 

SOUTHERN MISS 

Out: Jeff Bower (fired) 


In: Larry Fedora 
Fedora, one of the nation’s hot of- 


fensive-minded assistant coaches, brings 
a spread offense (what else these days?) 
to staid Southern Miss. As a coordinator, 
Fedora made offense fly at Florida and 
Oklahoma State. 


TEXAS A&M 

Out: Dennis Franchione (fired) 

In: Mike Sherman 

Fran fanned in five seasons at A&M, 
going 32-28 (unacceptable) and ped- 
dling a newsletter on the side (stupid). 
Sherman, the former Green Bay Packers 
head coach, will make the Aggies less 
dependent on the run. 


UCLA 

Out: Karl Dorrell (fired) 

In: Rick Neuheisel 

Neuheisel didn’t have happy endings 
at previous head coaching stops with 
Colorado and Washington, but after an 
NFL exile, he lands his dream job. He's 
too smart to not have learned from pre- 
vious mistakes, right? 

WASHINGTON STATE 

Out: Bill Doba (fired) 

In: Paul Wulff 

The Cougs get a real Coug — the 
41-year-old Wulff who played for Wash- 
ington State and most recently was the 
head coach at Eastern Washington. He's 
young, intense, competitive ... and has 
no illusions about the challenges. 


WEST VIRGINIA 

Out: Rich Rodriguez (Michigan) 

In: Bill Stewart 

West Virginia went through its nasty 
divorce from Rodriguez, but got a nice 
honeymoon with the popular Stewart. 
That bliss, however, will not last long if 
he doesn’t produce with best-in-the-Big 
East talent. 
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STALIN GPLAYERS 4 


To qualify here, players had to have 
missed the entire 2007 season — or at 
least enough of it to qualify for a medi- 
cal redshirt. 

It doesn’t matter the reason — inju- 
ry, grades, suspension — here is a bak- 
er’s dozen of players who should have a 
major impact on their teams after being 
out of sight for a while: 

Jasper Brinkley, LB, South Carolina 
(knee). He’s a monster in the middle, 
perhaps the best at his position in the 
SEC. Steve Spurrier’s defense is loaded 
for bear after an injury-plagued 2007. 

Delone Carter, RB, Syracuse (hip). 
Is he the man who could save coach Greg 
Robinson? A former Mr. Football in Ohio, 
Carter is trying to come back after suf- 
fering a dislocated hip in the spring of 
2007. In 2006, his 713 yards made him 
SU’s most productive freshman tailback 
since Joe Morris in 1978. 

C.J. Gable, RB, USC (groin). Good 
luck predicting what will become of SC’s 
standing-room-only crowd in the back- 
field. But Gable, a redshirt sophomore 
who is as healthy as he’s been at USC, 
looked great in spring and could be at 
least a co-headliner. 

Antonio Gaines and Demetrice 
Morley, DBs, Tennessee. The Vols have 
one of the SEC’s best secondaries and 
one of the deepest, thanks to the return 
of cornerback Gaines (ACL) and free 
safety Morley (academics). 

Anthony Hill, TE, N.C. State (knee). 
Missed all of last season and sat out the 
spring while recovering from an ACL in- 
jury. He's a former second-team All-ACC 
player and an NFL prospect. 

Derek Kinder, WR, Pitt (knee). 
Former All-Big East player will help the 
Panthers’ inexperienced QBs, who will 
have more to do than just give the ball 
to stud RB LeSean McCoy. 

Albert McClellan, DE, Marshall (knee). 
He was the Defensive Player of the Year 
in Conference USA in 2006, with 11 sacks 


and 19 tackles for loss. A torn ACL last Au- 
gust delayed his encore until 2008. 

Kevin Ogletree, WR, Virginia (knee). 
The 2007 season was primed to be his 
major breakout ... and then came a torn 
ACL in the spring. He made it all the way 
back this spring, looking to build on his 
sophomore numbers — 52 catches for 
582 yards and four TDs. 

B.J. Raji, DT, Boston College (aca- 
demics). BC has some big hosses in the 
middle of the defensive line, but Raji 
could be the head hoss. Raji is a fire- 
plug 325-pounder who had 16.5 tackles 
for loss in 2006. 

Sammie Stroughter, WR, Oregon 
State (kidney). A lacerated kidney end- 
ed his 2007 season while he was already 
dealing with a bout of depression after 
losing three loved ones before last sea- 


son. The smile was back in the spring. 
So, too, should be the All-American 
skills at wideout and punt returner. 

Brian Toal, LB, Boston College 
(shoulder). All the talent in the world, 
but the senior has had trouble staying 
healthy, missing all of last season with 
a torn labrum. He has 24 career starts 
and has been a double-duty man as the 
Eagles’ short-yardage fullback. 

Artrell Woods, WR, Oklahoma State 
(spine). It’s been an amazing come- 
back so far for Woods, who dislocated 
his spine in a weight room accident last 
summer. Doctors fused vertebra in emer- 
gency surgery. Big question: Would he 
be able to walk again? Now, he appears 
on pace for the season-opener and the 
question is: How many passes can he 
catch in an explosive offense? 
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BACK TO SCHOOL 


The SEC always has to be the best, 
and one of the areas in which it leads 
the country is former NFL head coaches. 

The SEC has four of them now, al- 
though their cumulative NFL record is 
an unflattering 43-66. 

“I think we all realize it was a lot 
more fun coaching in college than it was 
in the NFL,” Spurrier said. 

“Some people love everything about 


Nick Saban 


coaching 11, 12 months a year. Person- 
ally, I'm a seasons guy — there's foot- 
ball season, there’s recruiting season, 
and there’s about three months of golf/ 
travel/family season. 

“You just have more time in college. 
And you answer to the president and the 
athletic director — and you very seldom 
ever see them unless you're losing too 
much or you're breaking the rules. You 
are the boss in college. And if it doesn’t 
go well, you don’t have anyone else to 
blame, that's for sure.” 

Other SEC coaches who are NFL drop- 
outs are Arkansas’ Bobby Petrino, Alabama's 
Nick Saban and Kentucky's Rich Brooks. 

The Pac-10 has three former NFL head 


coaches — USC's Pete Carroll, Oregon State's 
Mike Riley and ASU's Dennis Erickson. 

The ACC has two — North Carolina's 
Butch Davis and Virginia’s Al Groh. 

Others: Pittsburgh’s Dave Wannst- 
edt, Texas A&M's new coach Mike Sher- 
man, and June Jones, who takes over at 
SMU after coaching Hawaii to last sea- 
son's Sugar Bowl. 

Most of college-issued bios on these 
guys gloss over their time in the NEL ... 
with good reason. Of the 12, eight had 
losing records and three others (Car- 
roll, Wannstedt and Groh) were just two 
games over .500. 

Sherman is the big winner of the 
group, going 57-39 with the Green Bay 
Packers from 2000 to 2005. 

Several other college head coaches got 
their current gig because of what they had 
done most recently in the NFL, including 
Notre Dame's Charlie Weis, Boston Col- 
lege’s Jeff Jagodzinski, Fresno State’s Pat 
Hill, Mississippi State’s Sylvester Croom, 
and Minnesota’s Tim Brewster. 

But it’s not always easy going back to 
school. Two NFL coaching alums flunked 
out after last season — Georgia Tech's 
Chan Gailey and Nebraska’s Bill Callahan. 


TEAM OF 
THE DECADE? 


USC began the decade as an under- 
achieving program with a coach — Paul 
Hackett — directly out of Dullsville. LSU 
began the decade as an under- 
achieving program trying to wipe 
away the stench of the final two 
seasons of the Gerry DiNardo era. 

Look at these programs now. 

USC and LSU, each with a 
pair of national titles — sor- 
ry, Tigers fans, USC’s AP half 
in 2003 really does count, too 
— are battling for the title of 
best of the decade in our in- 
fant millennium. 

There are only two seasons 
left. Can we please-please-please 
get a USC-LSU championship 
game before it’s all over? Let's 
see who has more speed. Let's 


see who gets their lights punched out. 
These turnarounds wouldn't have 
happened without the right coaches. 
The Trojans, to their everlasting 
blessing, backed in to Pete Carroll in 
2001. The Tigers snagged Nick Saban in 
2000 and then Les Miles in 2005, win- 
ning titles with both alpha males. 
It’s been all blue skies and sunshine. 
Let's go to the tale of the tape from 
the decade, keeping in mind that LSU 
has played in the tougher conference: 


USC LSU 
Overall record 81-21 82-22 
Bowl record 5-2 6-2 
BCS record 5-1 4-0 
Conference titles 6 3 
Heisman winners 3 0 


Carroll and Miles are pistols on the 
recruiting trail, essentially ensuring big 
finishes to this decade ... and beyond. 

But watch out. Other contenders 
haven't ceded anything yet. There is still 
time for some teams to snatch a title (or 
two) this decade and stake their claim as 
the 10-year best. 

@ Oklahoma: 90-17, one national 
title, three title-game appearances, one 
Heisman. 

@ Ohio State: 81-20, one national 
title, three title-game appearances, one 
Heisman. 

@ Georgia: 80-23, two SEC titles ... 
and a potential huge finish. 


Danny McCray 
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Yeah, it would be easy to project the 
2007 winner as being the 2008 winner, 
but what fun is that? Besides, Florida 
coach Urban Meyer likely is going to limit 
the running of Mr. Heisman, and it was 
that running that allowed quarterback 
Tim Tebow to separate from the pack last 
season. 

But we do have a soft spot for much- 
hyped sophomores from the SEC — like 
Tebow was last season. 

That’s why we're going with Geor- 
gia running back Knowshon Moreno. He 
was the impetus behind Georgia's surge 
last year, entering the starting lineup 
at midseason and igniting a seven-game 
winning streak. He was freaky good in 
breaking off five consecutive 100-yard 
games. 

Overall, it’s a heck of a year for soph- 
omores — there are five on our top 10 
Heisman watch. 

Two would typically be long shots 
by virtue of their position — receivers 
Jeremy Maclin and Michael Crabtree — 
but their potential for historic numbers 
erases that negative. 

Another sophomore, Joe McKnight, is 
certainly a reach, but if you're going to 
reach, do so for a player with vast po- 
tential at a Heisman-factory school that 
can win the national title. Hey, we just 
described Sam Bradford, too. 


Knowshon Moreno 
Tim Tebow 

Chris Wells 

Chase Daniel 
Percy Harvin 

Sam Bradford 

Pat White 

Jeremy Maclin 
Michael Crabtree 
Joe McKnight 
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Georgia 
Florida 

Ohio State 
Missouri 
Florida 
Oklahoma 
West Virginia 


Missouri 
Texas Tech 
USC 
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NO 


NCE 


1. Ohio State at USC, Sept. 13. 

The college football world (non- 
Buckeye division) is united in hoping to 
see the Trojans win big, vastly decreas- 
ing Ohio State’s chances of making a 
third straight mockery of the national 
title game. 


2. Georgia at Arizona State, Sept. 20. 

Unlike last year, you won't be able to 
say Arizona State skated by because of an 
easy non-conference schedule. It’s a tight 
spot for the Bulldogs, who play at South 
Carolina a week earlier and Alabama a 
week later. 


3. Auburn at West Virginia, Oct. 23. 


The Mountaineers’ Pat White is a 


master of the spread option offense. Au- 
burn is going that route, too, but what 
will it look like at midseason? 


4, Illinois vs. Missouri (St. Louis), Aug. 30. 

A regional rivalry goes national. Last 
year’s game featured 864 yards and three 
non-offensive touchdowns. Should be 
as entertaining as it gets. 


5, Alabama vs. Clemson (Atlanta), Aug. 30. 

If Clemson is the power team it’s 
supposed to be, Alabama's regular- 
season losing streak will reach five 
games. If Nick Saban’s Tide is ready to 
turn a corner, this would be the time 
to show it. 


6. Michigan at Notre Dame, Sept. 13. 


You will be hard-pressed to find one 
game in which each coach so desperately 
needs to impress the fan base. 


7. Tennessee at UCLA, Sept. 1. 
It’s the Bruins’ coaching debut of 
one-time Golden Boy Rick Neuheisel. 


Inquiring minds want to know: Does 
he go with the powder blue sweater 
vest? 


8. Kansas at South Florida, Sept. 12. 

A Friday night game between two of 
2007's darlings who are back for more. 
No reason not to watch. 


9. Florida at Florida State, Nov. 29. 


The Gators make the state rounds 


this season, also playing host to Miami 
on Sept. 6. By the time the game against 
the ‘Noles rolls around, the stakes will 
be clearly defined. 


10. UCLA at BYU, Sept. 13. 


If the Cougars get past their Pac-10 


two-step (they play at Washington a 
week earlier), they could be on their 
way to BCS city. 


11. Arkansas at Texas, Sept. 13. 

The Hogs have cancelled the 2009 
return game to start a series with Texas 
A&M, which means these on-again- 
off-again traditional rivals won't meet 
again for at least another five years. 


12. Fresno State vs. all-comers. 


The Bulldogs can make their BCS 


case — or not — before the WAC sea- 
son begins. Pat Hill’s tough guys play 
at Rutgers on Sept. 1, are home (!) for 
Wisconsin on Sept. 13, and go to UCLA 
on Sept. 27. 


C E 


G Ss 


1. Florida vs. Georgia (Jacksonville), Nov. 1. 
The Cocktail Party is the gala event of the 
season with all the biggest prizes up for grabs, 
starting with the SEC East, which begets the 
SEC title game, which begets the BCS title 
game, which begets the whole enchilada. 


2. LSU at Florida, Oct. 11. 

Really, we could go about five 
deep with just SEC games to top this 
list. This one is just a little confer- 
ence tussle between the past two na- 
tional champs. 


3. Georgia at LSU, Oct. 25. 

Notice the trend here? This is the 
middle game in the Georgia-LSU-Florida 
round robin. 


4, Oklahoma vs. Texas (Dallas), Oct. 11. 

The Sooners don’t play Missouri in 
the regular season, so this looms as OU’s 
largest game — unless it is vs. Kansas a 
week later ... or any November game in a 
slate like this: vs. Nebraska (and old pal, 
Bo Pelini), at Texas A&M, vs. Texas Tech, 
at Oklahoma State. 


5. Michigan at Ohio State, Nov. 22. 

Rich Rodriguez vs. Jim Tressel. We're 
all about the storylines. Any kind of a 
good football game is just a bonus. 


6. USC at UCLA, Dec. 6. 

Rick Neuheisel vs. Pete Carroll. 
We're all about the storylines. Any 
kind of a good football game is just 
a bonus. 


7. South Florida at West Virginia, Dec. 6. 

This game is appropriately on 
Championship Saturday, with (so we 
say) a BCS berth at stake. The Bulls 
are looking for a third straight win in 
the series. 


8. Ohio State at Wisconsin, Oct. 4. 

The Buckeyes don't really have a 
Big Ten peer this season, but the Bad- 
gers are sitting on top of the second 
tier, and the game is in Madison, so, 
you never know ... 


9. Missouri vs. Kansas (Kansas City), Nov. 29. 

The Tigers wrecked the Jayhawks’ 
perfect record last season, holding on 
for a 36-28 victory in which Chase Daniel 
completed 40 of 49 passes for 361 yards 
and three touchdowns. 
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10. Auburn at Alabama, Nov. 29. 


The Tigers have won six in a row in 


the Iron Bowl. Alabama fans point out 
that only one of those losses occurred 
under Nick Saban. 


11. Ole Miss at Arkansas, Oct. 25. 

You know what we say about sto- 
rylines. In this one, Ole Miss coach 
Houston Nutt returns to Arkansas, where 
things eventually went horribly awry. 


12. Clemson at Wake Forest, Oct. 9. 

A Thursday night matchup between 
top ACC contenders. We don’t expect a 
lopsided result like last season: Clemson 
44, Wake Forest 10. 


If LSU coach Les Miles wanted to 
pop off about the strength of the SEC vs. 
everybody else this season, he’d get no 
argument here. 

That the SEC deserves to be No. 
1 is something you know instinctive- 
ly, but if you're a numbers guy, this 
works, too: The league has won three 
of the past five national champion- 
ships and, probably should have had 
a shot at another when 13-0 Auburn 
was shut out of the BCS title game 
in 2004. 

More? The SEC has won all four of 
its BCS games in the past two years by a 
combined score of 161-62. 

There will be no shift in power 
this season. 


The conference has the nation’s 
best quarterbacks, fabulous offensive 
schemes and fearless coaches. Big 12 
teams threw an average of 38.1 passes 
per game last season. That was more than 
the WAC. It was more than everybody, as 
was the average of 33.4 points a game. 

Now, it’s not just Oklahoma and 
Texas waiting around for Nebraska and 
Texas A&M to find their way again. Mis- 
souri, Kansas, Texas Tech and Oklahoma 
State are among the risen who return 
star quarterbacks capable of outfoxing 
any defense. 


There’s Ohio State, and then 
there’s a large group of good, if not 
great, teams. Wisconsin will be fine if 
it can find a suitable replacement at 
quarterback. Illinois, with QB Juice Wil- 
liams backed by Ron Zook’s recruiting 
efforts, is back for more after a Rose 
Bowl appearance. Michigan will win big 
under Rich Rodriguez. Just maybe not 
this year. 

Anyway, it’s a deep league. Look 
for Michigan State to make a jump and 
last year’s bottom teams to not be so 
bottom-like. 


Let’s just say the league has 
added some personality in the past 
two years. 

Stanford's Jim Harbaugh calls 
out USC and coach Pete Carroll last 
summer — and then beats him! Arizo- 
na State’s Dennis Erickson goes crazy 
on the sideline to celebrate a victory 
(see last year’s Cal game). UCLA’s Rick 
Neuheisel ... well, he kind of calls out 
USC, too, and twists the knife by hir- 
ing former Trojans offensive coordina- 
tor Norm Chow. 

First-year Washington State coach 
Paul Wulff, whose name doesn’t register 
on any of the national Q-ratings, none- 
theless provided enduring (and endearing 
to some) quotes at his opening press con- 


ference when he said this about the rival 
Washington Huskies: “This is a battle that 
we will win. We are going to find a way 
to take control of this deal and run the 
best program in the state of Washington. 
... Dogs hunt and bark, but Cougars fight 
and kill.” 

As for the football, eh ... not the 
best year ever for the league or its quar- 
terbacks. 


Miami and Florida State are stag- 
gering in the back alleys of the league. 
The conference just isn’t as sexy as it 
was supposed to be when expansion 
briefly brightened the league’s marquee. 
Instead, it’s given us a blob of mediocre 
teams and nary a national contender. 

The league was 2-6 in bowl games 
last season and lost its three biggest 
bowls for the second consecutive sea- 
son. 


Clemson should take it all this 
time around, giving the ACC its fourth 
champion in as many years, while Mi- 
ami and Florida State gear up for better 
things in 2009. 


The depth of the league contin- 
ues to improve, with only Syracuse 
still needing to pull itself up. Even 
with that depth, it’s not clear how the 
eight-team league is going to fill all its 
bowl slots, which now number seven 
with the addition of a new bowl in St. 
Petersburg, Fla. 


Typically, the best of the rest. 
Utah, TCU, BYU each has made a big run 
in recent years. BYU is loaded and is the 
BCS-busting flavor of the month. 


The story of the league is big- 
time coaching changes — June Jones 
at SMU and Larry Fedora at Southern 
Miss. They run offenses that will shake 
up the sleepy league and get people 
to notice. 
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Boise State and Hawaii have made 
BCS bowl appearances in the past two 
years. Is Fresno State good enough to do 
it this season? Bottom half of the league 
still is a drag, though. 


The league appears to be in an up- 
tick again, led by Central Michigan and 
quarterback Dan LeFevour. Lightweights 
Buffalo and Temple have put on a few 
pounds. 


Serves as a subdivision of the SEC, 
providing the big boys plenty of home 
dates. But sometimes, the Sun Belt 
steals one (Louisiana-Monroe over Ala- 
bama) and there’s nothing minor league 
about Florida Atlantic right now. 


College football gets this more right 
than the NFL — c'mon, each team should 
at least have a possession, right? 

But just because college football is 
right doesn’t mean it can’t get more, 
uh, righter. 

It's time for college to increase the 
degree of difficulty. 

Each team’s possession should start 
at the 35-yard line, not the 25. That way, 
a team actually needs to move the ball 
to get a field goal attempt. And, hey, if 
you wanted to push the possession back 
to the 40, that would work, too. 

And one more thing ... 

Put away the stat sheets and stop 


adding to the final score. Individual 
and team stats become bloated beyond 
reason, especially when teams reach 
the third ... and fourth ... and fifth 
overtimes. 

Don’t count the numbers and just 
add a single point to the winning 
team’s score. For instance, Arkansas’ 
triple-overtime win over LSU would be 
better represented as “29-28 (3 OT),” 
rather than “50-48.” 


SIGNS OF 
THE TIMES 


@ Succession plans: 
Jimbo Fisher is waiting behind Bob- 
by Bowden at Florida State, Joker Phil- 
lips will take over for Rich Brooks at 
Kentucky, and Danny Hope will replace 
Purdue’s Joe Tiller after this season. Joe 
Paterno ... the 81-year-old has no back- 
up and joked in the spring he might be 
able to coach “just another 10 years.” 


@ Spring fever: 

Some Nebraska fans spent $95 
to get tickets to the sold-out spring 
game under first-year coach Bo Pelini. 
Last year, more than 92,000 Alabama 
fans packed Bryant-Denny Stadium to 
see new coach Nick Saban’s team go 
through a glorified scrimmage. 

Florida played in front of a school- 
record 61,000 and ESPN cameras this 
spring, to the amazement of coach Ur- 
ban Meyer. “Spring games are awful,” 
he said. “I shouldn't say that word, but 
it’s not the best playing each other.” 


@ Two signs that 
you’re getting old: 
That freshman QB at Arizona State? 
He's Jack Elway, son of John. 
The head coach of almost every ma- 
jor-conference school is a millionaire. 


@ Enrolling early: 
More high school prospects graduate 


at mid-year, enroll in college, go through 
spring ball and make an immediate im- 
pact. That is most evident this year at 
Miami, where nine freshmen signed up 
for classes in the spring ... and the Hur- 
ricanes could use the boost they should 
get from QB Jacory Harris, WR Aldarius 
Johnson, LB Arthur Brown, LB Sean 
Spence, DT Marcus Forston, and others. 


GET 
COORDINATED 


Some of the most significant coach- 
ing moves had nothing to do with the 
guy who has the biggest office. Here 
are five coordinator changes that could 
impact this season as much as any oth- 
er transaction: 


® Will Muschamp, defensive co- 
ordinator, from Auburn to Texas. 


The soon-to-be head coach — he'll 
be 37 this season — takes over play- 
calling duties, allowing Duane Akina to 
concentrate on what he does as well as 
anyone, coach defensive backs. 


@ Norm Chow, offensive coordi- 
nator, from the Tennessee Titans to 
UCLA. 


Does any team have a better pair of 
coordinators than Chow and defensive 
guru DeWayne Walker? Nope. 


® Jon Tenuta, defensive coordina- 
tor, from Georgia Tech to Notre Dame. 


Charlie Weis could barely score against 
Tech when Tenuta was there. Heaven 
knows, the Irish need help on defense. 


e Tony Franklin, offensive coor- 
dinator, from Troy to Auburn. 


Yet another no-huddle, spread of- 
fense guru. It worked fine when he put 
some of it in before the bowl win over 
Clemson. 


@ Jim McElwain, offensive coordi- 
nator, from Fresno State to Alabama. 


Quicker, higher-percentage passing 
was the thing everyone took away from 
Alabama's spring game. 
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BETTOR BEWARE 


NO HOLDING 


DON’T GET CAUGHT HOLDING 
ILLEGAL BETS. 


Please be aware that betting with offshore or foreign bookmaking 
enterprises via the internet or telephone violate U.S. federal and 
state laws. Companies that engage in the business of online or tele- 
phone sportsbooks and casino-type gambling activities also violate 
U.S. federal and state laws. 


A public service announcement from Lindy’s Sports 


SCOPING™NATION 


SNEAK 
PEEK 


Here is our annual look to the NFL Draft, a full year in 
advance. This list, from our pals at NFLdraftscout.com, 
consists of only seniors. Of course, many juniors will 
be high picks, too — and don’t forget about third-year 
sophomores such as Missouri’s Jeremy Maclin and Texas 
Tech’s Michael Crabtree — but we don’t want to get too 


far ahead of ourselves. 


1. James Laurinaitis LB Ohio State 
2. Duke Robinson 0G Oklahoma 
3. Rey Maualuga ILB Southern Cal 
4. Malcolm Jenkins CB Ohio State 
5. Tyson Jackson DE LSU 
6. Sean Lee* OLB Penn State 
7. Michael Oher OT Mississippi 
8. Fili Moala DT Southern Cal 
9. Curtis Painter QB Purdue 
10. Brian Cushing OLB Southern Cal 
11. Max Unger OT Oregon 
12. Jeremy Perry 0G Oregon State 
13. Michael Johnson DE Georgia Tech 
14. William Moore FS Missouri 
15. Demetrius Byrd WR LSU 
16. Travis Beckum TE Wisconsin 
17. James Davis RB Clemson 
18. Mike Mickens CB Cincinnati 
19. Darry Beckwith ILB LSU 
20. Terrance Taylor DT Michigan 
21. Brian Orakpo DE Texas 
22. Hunter Cantwell QB Louisville 
23. Jeff Owens DT Georgia 
24. Brian Robiskie WR Ohio State 
25. Arian Foster RB Tennessee 
26. Alex Boone OT Ohio State 
27. Aaron Kelly WR Clemson 
28. Victor Harris CB Virginia Tech 
29. Ryan Purvis TE Boston College 
30. Antwain Robinson DE Arkansas 


50. 


. Herman Johnson 
. Alex Mack 

. Nic Harris 

. Phil Loadholt 

. Pat White 


Javon Ringer 


. Greg Carr 

. Tim Jamison 

. Kraig Urbik 

. Mitch King 

. Alphonso Smith 
. Jonathan Luigs 
. Vance Walker 


Mike Thomas 


. Michael Hamlin 


Anthony Heygood 


. Marcus Freeman 
. Darius Hill 
. Kevin Ellison 


Derek Pegues 


FS 


> 


James Laurinaitis 


LSU 

California 
Oklahoma 
Oklahoma 
West Virginia 
Michigan State 
Florida State 
Michigan 
Wisconsin 
lowa 

Wake Forest 
Arkansas 
Georgia Tech 
Arizona 
Clemson 
Purdue 

Ohio State 

Ball State 
Southern Cal 
Mississippi State 


*Suffered knee injury in spring; will miss 2008 season. 
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NO DOWNTURN HERE 


(HAPPY WITH THE HOGS _ 
» S Laura, an Arkansas pom squad 


- member, brings a smile and a lot of 
: energy to support her Razorbacks. 

’ A nursing major, she is active in her 

church and plays tennis. 


LONE STAR SOONER 


Emily comes from 
Kingwood, Texas, but there 
are no divided loyalties for this 
Oklahoma cheerleader. A market- 
ing major, she has been cheering 
since the seventh grade. She 
enjoys church, golf and is on the 
Dean’s List. 
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A FAMILY AFFAIR 
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LIVING HER FANTASY 


DALE EARNHARDT JR. 
IN RELAXED BOOT FIT 
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NEW FITS 
NEW STYLES 


GREAT COMFORT 


A NEW GENERATION OF WRANGLER 
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VILLANOVA 

at East Carolina 
at Colorado 
MARSHALL 
RUTGERS 
SYRACUSE 
AUBURN 

at Connecticut 
CINCINNAT! 

at Louisville 

at Pittsburgh 
SOUTH FLORIDA 


FLORIDA STATE Nov.22 BOSTON COLLEGE 
at Boston College Nov.28 VANDERBILT 


BIG EAST 


FLORIDA INTERNATIONAL 
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at South Florida 
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CHARLESTON SOUTHERN 
at Florida 

at Texas AAM 
NORTH CAROLINA 
FLORIDA STATE 
UCF 

at Duke 

WAKE FOREST 

at Virginia 
VIRGINIA TECH 

at Georgia Tech 

at NC State 


vs. Kent State (Cleveland) 
GEORGIA TECH 
UCF 

RHODE ISLAND 
at NC State 
VIRGINIA TECH 
at North Carolina 
CLEMSON 
NOTRE DAME 
at Florida State 
at Wake Forest 
MARYLAND 


YOUNGSTOWN STATE 
Ohio 

at USC 

TROY UNIVERSITY 
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PENN STATE 
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at Oklahoma 
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McNEESE STATE 
at Rutgers 
VIRGINA TECH 

at Mami 
CONNECTICUT 
NOTRE DAME 

at Virginia 

BOSTON COLLEGE 
GEORGIA TECH 

at Maryland 


vs, Alabama (Atlanta) 
THE CITADEL 
NC STATE 
SC STATE 
MARYLAND. 
at Wake Forest 
GEORGIA TECH 
at Boston College 
at Florida State 
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at Virginia at Duke at Rutgers 
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WEST VIRGINIA 
at South Carolina at Syracuse 
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SOUTH FLORIDA 
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at Duke CONNECTICUT 
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at Pittsburgh 
USC CINCINNATI 
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at Duke 
MARYLAND 
EAST CAROLINA 
NORTH CAROLINA 
at Georgia Tech 
MIAMI 
at Wake Forest 
CLEMSON 
at Virginia Tech 
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at Temple 
VIRGINIA 
BAYLOR 
at Louisville 
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OHIO STATE 
at Northwestem 
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JAMES MADISON 
NORTHWESTERN 
NAVY 

VIRGINIA 

at Georgia Tech 
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at Wake Forest 

NC STATE 
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WESTERN CAROLINA 
CHATTANOOGA 
WAKE FOREST 

vs, Colorado (Jacksonville) 
al Miami 

at NC State 

VIRGINIA TECH 

at Georgia Tech 
CLEMSON 

BOSTON COLLEGE 

at Maryland 

FLORIDA 
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BOWLING GREEN 
BUFFALO 
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at South Florida 
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at Cincinnati 
WEST VIRGINIA 
at Connecticut 
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vs. East Carolina (Charlotte) 
FURMAN 

GEORGIA TECH 

at North Carolina 

at Nebraska 

WESTERN KENTUCKY 
at Boston College 

at Flonda State 
MARYLAND 

at Miami 

DUKE 

VIRGINIA 
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JACKSONVILLE STATE 
at Boston College 

at Virginia Tech 
MISSISSIPPI STATE 
DUKE 

GARDNER- WEBB 
at Clemson 
VIRGINIA 

FLORIDA STATE 

at North Carolina 
MIAMI 


at Georgia 
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at Navy 
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EASTERN MICHIGAN at Missouri 
at Clemson 

at Virgina 

WAKE FOREST 
NC STATE 

at Virginia Tech 
NORTH CAROLINA 


VIRGINIA 


at NC State 


TENNESSEE-MARTIN 
at UCF 

KANSAS 

at Florida Intemational 
at NC State 


(OWA 

at Northwesten 
OHIO STATE 
at Michigan 
WISCONSIN 
PURDUE 

at Penn State 


vs. Colorado State (Denver) 
EASTERN WASHINGTON 
WEST VIRGINIA 

vs. Florida State Wacksomille) 


BAYLOR 
at Texas 
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vs. Oklahoma (Dallas) 
MISSOURI 
OKLAHOMA STATE 
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at North Carolina State 
HOUSTON 

at Virginia 

MEMPHIS 

at UCF 

MARSHALL 

at Southern Miss 

at UAB 

UTEP 


SOUTHERN 

at Oklahoma State 
AIR FORCE 

at Colorado State 
at East Carolina 


ILLINOIS STATE 
at Wisconsin 
MEMPHIS 

at Southem Miss 
at West Virginia 
CINCINNATI 

at UAB 
HOUSTON 

at East Carolina 
UCF 
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at Rice 
TULSA 


at Ole Miss 

RICE 

at Marshall 
NICHOLLS STATE 
ARKANSAS STATE 
atUAB 
LOUISVILLE 

at East Carolina 
SOUTHERN MISS 
at SMU 

UCF 

TULANE 


SMU 

at Memphis. 

at Vanderbitt 

at Texas 
NORTH TEXAS 
at Tusa 
SOUTHERN MISS 
at Tuane 

at UTEP 

ARMY 
MARSHALL 
HOUSTON 


LOUISIANA-LAFAYETTE 


TEXAS STATE 
at Texas Tech 
Tw 

at Tulane 

a UCF 
TULSA 
HOUSTON 
atNavy 
MEMPHIS 

at UTEP 
SOUTHERN MISS 


at Alabema 
EAST CAROLINA 
LOUISIANA-MONROE 
SMU 

ARMY 

at UTEP 

RICE 

at LSU 

at Houston 

UAB 

at Tulsa 

at Memohis 


at UAB 

at North Texas 
NEW MEXICO 
UCA 

RICE 

at SMU 

UTEP 

UCF 

at Arkansas 

at Houston 
TULANE 

at Marshall 


NATIONAL SCHEDULES 


TULSA 

at Florida Atantic 
at Tennessee 
ALABAMA STATE 
at South Carolina 
MEMPHIS 

at Houston 
MARSHALL 

at Southem Miss 
at Tulane 

EAST CAROLINA 
at UCE 


SOUTH CAROLINA STATE 
SOUTH FLORIDA 
at Boston College 
at UTEP 

SMU 

at Miami 

at Tulsa 

EAST CAROLINA 
SOUTHERN MISS 
at Marshall 

ai Memphis 

UAB 


at Butialo 

TEXAS 

NEW MEXICO STATE 
UCF 

at Southen Miss 
TULANE 

at Tulsa 

RICE 

at Lovisiana-Lafayette 
SMU 

at Houston 

at East Caroina 


I-A INDEPENDENTS 


Aug. 29 


TEMPLE 

NEW HAMPSHIRE 
AKRON 

at Texas ASM 

at Tulane 

EASTERN MICHIGAN 
at Buffalo 

LOUISIANA TECH 
AIR FORCE 

at Rice 

at Rutgers 

vs. Navy (Philadelphia, PA) 


TOWSON 

at Bal State 

at Duke 
RUTGERS 

at Wake Forest 


ws, Notre Dame (Baltimore, MD) 
at Northern Ifinois 
vvs. Army (Philadelphia, PA) 


SAN DIEGO STATE 
MICHIGAN 

at Michigan Stale 
PURDUE 

STANFORD 

at North Carolina 

at Washington 
PITTSBURGH 

at Boston College 
vs.Navy (Baltimore, MD) 


FSSTLKRLLKLLKE 
Rortash 


EERE 


SFFTRLK 
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CINCINNATI 

at Kent State 
BOWLING GREEN 
at Eastem Michigan 
TOLEDO 
BUFFALO 

al Ohio 

at Temple 


NORTHEASTERN 
NAVY 

at Akron 

at Indiana 

KENT STATE 

al Toledo 

at Westem Kentucky 
EASTERN MICHIGAN 
NORTHERN ILLINOIS 
at Miami (OH) 

at Central Michigan 
WESTERN MICHIGAN 


at Pittsburgh 
MINNESOTA 

at Boise Stale 

at Wyoming 
EASTERN MICHIGAN 
at Akron 

MIAMI (OH) 

at Northem Illinois 
KENT STATE 

at Ohio 
BUFFALO 

at Toledo 


UTEP 

at Pittsburgh 
TEMPLE 

at Missouri 

at Central Michigan 
WESTERN MICHIGAN 
ARMY 

at Ohio 

MIAMI (OH) 

at Akron 

at Bowling Green 
KENT STATE 


EASTERN ILLINOIS 


at Toledo 

at Indiana 

at Northem flinois 
BALL STATE 

at Eastem Michigan 


INDIANA STATE 

at Michigan State 
TOLEDO 

at Manylend 
NORTHERN ILLINOIS 
at Bowling Green 

al army 

AKRON 

at Bal State 

at Wiestem Michigan 
at Temple 

CENTRAL MICHIGAN 


vs. BC (Cieveland Ohio) 
at lowa Stata 
DELAWARE STATE 
at Lousiana-Lafayette 
at Ball Stale 

AKRON 

OHIO 

at Miami (OH) 

at Bowling Green 
TEMPLE 

NORTHERN ILUINOKS 
at Butlalo 


VANDERBILT 
at Michigan 


CHARLESTON SOUTHERN 
at Cincinnati 

TEMPLE 

at Northem flinois 

at Bowing Green 

KENT STATE 

at Bultalo 

BALL STATE 

at Toledo 

OHIO 


at Minnesota 

at Wester Michigan 
INDIANA STATE 

at Eastem Michigan 
at Tennessee 
MIAMI (OK) 
TOLEDO 

BOWLING GREEN 
at Ball State 
CENTRAL MICHIGAN 
at Kent State 

NAVY 


at Wyoming 

at Ohio State 
CENTRAL MICHIGAN 
at Northwestem 

Vu 

at Westem Michigan 
at Kent State 

ai Temple 
BUFFALO 
BOWLING GREEN 
AKRON 

at Mami (Oh) 


at Army 
CONNECTICUT 

at Butfalo 

at Penn State 
WESTERN MICHIGAN 
at Miami (On) 

at Central Michigan 
OHIO 

at Navy 

at Kent State 
EASTERN MICHIGAN 
AKRON 


at Anzona 

at Eastem Michigan 
FRESNO STATE 
FLORIDA INTERNATIONAL 
BALL STATE 

at Michigan 

at Northem Illinois 
CENTRAL MICHIGAN 
at Akron 

at Western Michigan 
MIAMI (OH) 
BOWLING GREEN 


at Nebraska 
NORTHERN ILLINOIS 
at Idaho 
TENNESSEE TECH 
at Temple 

OHIO 

at Butfalo 

at Central Michigan 
EASTERN MICHIGAN 
vs, Mlinois (Detroit) 
TOLEDO 

at Bal State 


MOUNTAIN WEST 


SOUTHERN UTAH 
at Wyoming 
atHouston ~ 
UTAH 

NAVY 

at San Diego State 
at UNLV 

NEW MEXICO 

at Army 
COLORADO STATE 
BYU 

ato 


NORTHERN IOWA 
at Washington 
UCLA 

WYOMING 

at Utah State 

NEW MEXICO 


arTcu 

UNLY 

at Colorado State 
SAN DIEGO STATE 
at Air Force 

at Utah 


vs. Colorado (Denver) 
SACRAMENTO STATE 
HOUSTON 

at Califomia 

UNLV 

TCU 

at Utah 

at San Diego Stale 
BYU 

at Air Force 

NEW MEXICO 

at Wyoming 


SAN DIEGO STATE 
at Air Force 

UTAH 

at UNLV 

at Colorado State 


CAL POLY 

at Notre Dame 

at San Jose State 
IDAHO 

aTou 

AIR FORCE 

at New Mexico 
COLORADO STATE 
at Wyoming 

at BYU 

UTAH 

UNLV 


ai New Mexico 
STEPHEN F. AUSTIN 


UTAH STATE 

at Utah 

at Anzona State 
{OWA STATE 
NEVADA 

at Colorado State 


at Utah State 

at Air Force 
WEBER STATE 
OREGON STATE 
at Wyoming 
COLORADO STATE 
al New Mexico 

TCU 

at San Diego State 
BYU 


OHIO 
AIR FORCE 
NORTH DAKOTA STATE 


SAN DIEGO STATE 
at Tennessee 

at UNLV 
COLORADO STATE 
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at New Mexico 
at UCLA 
WASHINGTON 


fegon 
OREGON STATE 
ARIZONA STATE 


NORTHERN ARIZONA 
STANFORD 

UNLV 

GEORGIA 

at California 

at USC 

OREGON 

at Oregon State 

at Washingion 
WASHINGTON STATE 
UCLA 

at Anzona 


MICHIGAN STATE 
al Washington State 
at Maryland 
COLORADO STATE 
ARIZONA STATE 
at Arizona 

UCLA 

OREGON 

at USC 

at Oregon State 
STANFORD 
WASHINGTON 


WASHINGTON 
UTAH STATE 
at Purdue 
BOISE STATE 


WASHINGTON STATE 
at Washington 
ARIZONA STATE 
al UCLA 
CALIFORNIA 

at Arizona 
OREGON 


OREGON STATE 

at Arizona State 
atTCU 

SAN JOSE STATE 

at Washington 

at Notre Dame 
ARIZONA 

at UCLA 
WASHINGTON STATE 


TENNESSEE 

at BYU 

ARIZONA 
FRESNO STATE 
WASHINGTON STATE 
at Oregon 
STANFORD 

at Caifomia 
OREGON STATE 
at Washington 

at Arizona Stale 
USC 


at Virginia 
OHIO STATE 


af Oregon State 
OREGON 
ARIZONA STATE 


WASHINGTON 
CALIFORNIA 
at Stanford 
NOTRE DAME 
at UCLA 


at Oregon 


vs, Oklahoma State(Seattle} 
CALIFORNIA 

at Baylor 

PORTLAND STATE 
OREGON 

at UCLA 


at Oregon State 
USC 


at Stanford 
ARIZONA 

at Anzona State 
WASHINGTON 
at Hawaii 


SEC 


vs. Clemson (Atlanta) 
TULANE 

WESTERN KENTUCKY 
at Arkansas 

at Georgia 
KENTUCKY 

OLE MISS 

at Tennessee 
ARKANSAS STATE 
atLsu 

OLE MISS 

AUBURN 


WESTERN ILLINOIS 
UL MONROE (Little Rock) 
at Texas 

ALABAMA 
FLORIDA 

at Auburn 

at Kentucky 

OLE MISS 

TULSA 

at South Carolina 

at Mississippi State 
LSU (Little Rock) 


LOUISIANA-MONROE 


TENNESSEE 

at Vanderbit 
ARKANSAS 

at West Virginia 

at Ole Miss 
TENNESSEE-MARTIN 
GEORGIA 

at Alabama 


TENNESSEE 
VANDERBILT 


GEOAGIA TECH 


at Louisvile 
NORFOLK STATE 
MIDOLE TENNESSEE 
WESTERN KENTUCKY 
at Alabama 

SOUTH CAROLINA 
ARKANSAS 

at Florida 

at Mississippi State. 
GEORGIA 
VANDERBILT 

at Tennessee 


APPALACHIAN STATE 


NORTH CAROLINA STATE 
at Vanderbilt 
GEORGIA 
WOFFORD 
UAB 

at Ole Miss 
at Kentucky 
tsu 
TENNESSEE 
ARKANSAS 
at Florida 

at Clemson 


at UCLA 

UAB 

FLORIDA 

at Aubum 
NORTHERN ILLINOIS 
at 

MISSISSIPPI STATE 
ALABAMA 

at South Carolina 
WYOMING 

at Vanderbilt 
KENTUCKY 


at Miami (Oh) 
SOUTH CAROLINA 
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Nov.29 at Wake Forest Oct 18 


SUN BELT 


at Texas A&M 

TEXAS SOUTHERN 
SOUTHERN MISSISSIPPI 
MIDDLE TENNESSEE 


at Westem Kentucky 
at Louisiana-Monroe 


NORTH TEXAS 
LOUISIANA LAFAYETTE 
at Arkansas State 
Florida Intematonal 


at Kansas 


- 
FLORIDA 
as 


at North Texas 
MIDDLE TENNESSEE 


at Troy Aug. 30 


at Lousiana-Lalayette Sept. 13 
ARKANSAS STATE Seot. 20 


LOUISIANA MONROE 
at Florida Atlantic 
WESTERN KENTUCKY 


Oct. 1 
Oct. 11 
Oct. 17 


at Souther Miss 

at lings 

KENT STATE 

at Kansas State 

at Louisiana-Monroe 
at North Texas 
ARKANSAS STATE 
FLORIDA INTERNATIONAL 
UTEP 

at Florida Atlante 

at Troy 

MIDDLE TENNESSEE 


at Aubum 

Akansas (Littie Rock) 
ALABAMA ASM 

at Tulane 
LOUISIANA-LAFAYETTE 
at Arkansas State 
NORTH TEXAS 
FLORIDA ATLANTIC 


at Louisville 

at Mississippi State 
LOUISIANA-MONROE 
at Western Kentucky 
NORTH TEXAS 

at Louisiana-Lafayette 


at Kansas State 
TULSA 


FLORIDA INTERNATIONAL 
LOUISIANA-LAFAYETTE 

at Louisiana-Monroe 

TAOY 

at Westem Kentucky 

21 Florida Atientic 

at Middle Tennessee 
ARKANSAS STATE 


at Middle Tennessee 
atLSU 

ALCORN STATE 

at Ohio State 

at Oldahoma State 

at Florida Atlantic 
FLORIDA INTERNATIONAL 
@ North Texas 

2 Louisiana-Monroe 
WESTERN KENTUCKY 
LOUISIANA-LAFAYETTE 
ARKANSAS STATE 


IDAHO STATE 
BOWLING GREEN 
at Oregon 
LOUISIANA TECH 
at Southem Miss 
HAWAII 

at San Jose State 
al New Mexico State 
UTAH STATE 

al idaho 

al Nevada 
FRESNO STATE 


NEW MEXICO STATE 
at San Jose State 
at Boise State 


at Florida 

WEBER STATE 

at Oregon State 
SAN JOSE STATE 
at Fresno State 
LOUISIANA TECH 
at Boise State 
NEVADA 

at Utah State 

at New Mexico State 
IDAHO 
WASHINGTON STATE 
CINCINNATI 


at Arizona 

IDAHO STATE 
WESTERN MICHIGAN 
at Utah State 

at San Diego Stale 
NEVADA 

at Fresno State 

at Louisiana Tech 
NEW MEXICO STATE 
SAN JOSE STATE 
BOISE STATE 

at Hawaii 


MISSISSIPPI STATE 
at Kansas 

SE LOUISIANA 

at Boise State 

at Hawaii 

IDAHO 

at Army 

FRESNO STATE 

at San Jose State 
UTAH STATE 

at New Mexico State 
NEVADA 


GRAMBLING STATE 
TEXAS TECH 

at Missouri 

at UNLV 

at Kdaho 

NEW MEXICO STATE 
UTAH STATE 

at Hawai 

at Fresno State 

SAN JOSE STATE 
BOISE STATE 

at Louisiana Tech 


NICHOLLS STATE 
at Nebraska 


SAN JOSE STATE 
at Idaho 

BOISE STATE 
RAWAL 

at Fresno State 
LOUISIANA TECH 
at Utah State 


UC DAVIS 

at Nebraska 

SAN DIEGO STATE 
at Stanford 

at Hawa 

UTAH STATE 

at New Mexico State 
BOISE STATE 

at Idaho 
LOUISIANA TECH 
at Nevada 

FRESNO STATE 


at UNLV 

at Oregon 

UTAH 

IDAHO 

BYU 

at San Jose State 
at Nevada 
FRESNO STATE 
HAWAII 

at Boise State 

at Louisiana Tech 
NEW MEXICO STATE 
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onathan Abel was loud and it wasn’t 
just because of the way he was dressed. 
Wearing a bomber pilot cap with ear flaps, 
‘a security company shirt, sunglasses, shorts 
and blue tube socks, Abel yelled into a 
Megaphone as he cheered on the Lambuth 
versity men’s basketball team last year 
ainst arch rival Union University. 
lee Wallace, the wife of then Lambuth 
head football coach Vic Wallace, asked, 
“Who is that?” 
Wallace answered, “He’s the smartest 
player on the football team.” 
“senior wide receiver, Abel is the only 
ibuth football player to receive the 
‘Hyde Scholarship, the school’s highest 
‘academic scholarship worth more than 
$100,000 over four years. 
He earned the scholarship after a stellar 
academic career at Collierville (Tenn.) High 
‘School where he made 33 out of a perfect 
on the ACT, 1400 out of 1600 on the 
\T and graduated in the top 10 percent of 
class. A psychology major at Lambuth, 
Abel has a 3.86 GPA. 
Ombining brains, brawn (a 330-pound 
‘bench press) and spiritual leadership, Abel 
; “setting a standard” said Wallace, now 
athletic department administrator at 


BY BILL SORRELL 


strong character and a great work ethic. If 
you have a little bit of character and work 
ethic, you don’t impact (people). If you 
have an exceptional amount of those, you 
become an impacting force for every- 
body. A coach is always looking for a pace 
setter, an example,” said Wallace. 

Last season Abel (5-11, 195) averaged 13.8 
yards per catch, among the best on the team 
that competes in the Mid-South Conference. 
He's been academic all-conference twice. 

“He can play any of the skilled positions on 
offense,” said Hugh Freeze, hired in January 
as new head football coach. “You can build 
a team around him. He brings leadership. 
The guy is so solid in everything he does, 
whether spiritually, academically or socially. 
He is a sound, disciplined young man.” 

At the small United Methodist school, 
Abel has a big-time faith. 

He cut his spiritual teeth by observing his 
grandmother, Mary Jean Bray. One of his 
role models, she died on Dec. 26, 1997. Her 
death came when Abel, then 10, had accom- 
panied her on a trip to see relatives in 
Virginia. He flew home alone. 

“She was always there when I needed her. 
She was always very loving and caring. She 
held our family together with a strength 
and will power that is still amazing to me,” 
said Abel, 21. 

After an inspirational church camp when 
he was in the eighth grade, Abel got closer 
to Christ. 

“Beforehand I was always searching for 
something to bring more fulfillment to my 
life and make me happy. I never found 
anything.” 

His relationship with Christ provides peace 
of mind and grace. “I need a lot of that 
(grace),” he laughed. “No matter what I’m 
going through, I know that things will 
work out as they should.” 

Hebrews 11:1, “Now faith is being sure of 
what we hope for and certain of what we 
do not see,” is his north star verse. He told 
his youth group faith is a topic “I love talk- 
ing about. It gives me an opportunity to 
build relationships with people.” 


In dae 2008, Abel was licensed to 


youth for almost two years. 
preached the ae Ss revival. 


Rhodes College in Memphis. Sealand also 
averaged 13.8 yards per catch. Both ho 
the ball for PAT conversions. 

“T knew right off the bat that he is some- 
one who is trustworthy and accountable,” 
said Sealand, who graduates in May and 1s 
past president of the Fellowship of Christian 
Athletes at Rhodes. “I knew we had a com= 
mon bond. He has an affable personality.” 

Abel's youth ministry job has motivated 
him to be more accountable for his actions 
he said. “When you want someone to grow 
spiritually, you want to be spiritually 
strong yourself.” 4 

Former Lambuth teammate Morgan Cnuce, 
youth minister at a Baptist church in Jackson, 
said that Abel “doesn’t hide” his faith. 

Abel is a member of Lambuth’s FCA lead= 
ership team and speaks at the camp 
worship service “Driven.” 

His drive comes from Christ's example. 

“No matter what obstacles, He overcame. 
them. His life was never easy. He never 
made any excuses. His focus was always On 
the cross.” . 

Inspired by his father Shawn Abel, a foot= 
ball coach at Collierville High, and 
mother, Laura Bray, Abel's focus is to sho 
others that through hard work and perse= 
verance “you can accomplish great things.” 

He was voted a lifetime captain by high” 
school teammates. Respect continues. 

“On campus, he's respected,” said senior 
offensive lineman Josh Omura. “Whenever 
you're in a trying situation, Jonathan alwa 
stays level-headed. He tries to keep things in 
perspective. He relies on his faith and that 
reminds us to keep our faith and trust in 
God. Sometimes he goes straight to scriptu 
to tell us that there are situations where # 
Lord tests our faith. I feel comfortable talk 
ing to him about any problem I have, any= 
thing that is weighing on my mind.” 

Said sophomore linebacker Vincent 
Mazzurco, “Every thing he does is for the 
Lord and others. He is not selfish. He never 
puts anybody down.” 

Abel wants to lift Christ up. 

“I should hope by my actions, the we 
carry myself everyday and by the way T 
treat people that they see Christ in my 
life,” he said. “T want 30 shows re 
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By Mike Farrell 
Rivals.com 


QB-2, RB-2, WR-4, OL-3, DL-8, LB-3, DB-4, ATHS, ST-1 

Nick Saban's first season in Tuscaloosa had its share of ups and downs, but 
Crimson Tide fans were all smiles after he brought in the nation’s top recruiting class. 
This clearly is the top haul for Alabama in recent memory, with exceptional quality 
and plenty of depth. There are 22 four- or five-star prospects in this class, and Saban 
did it by locking up the state’s top prospects and dipping into Tennessee, Florida and 
Georgia. 

The battle over five-star wide receiver Julio Jones was one of the nation’s most 
publicized, with Alabama winning in the end. Jones was the top player in Alabama 
and the No. 4 overall prospect in the nation. Athlete Burton Scott is another dynamic 
playmaker who can excel at several positions. Though there are plenty of athletes 
and skill-position players in this class, there’s just as much quality in the trenches. 
Five-star offensive lineman Tyler Love is a load at 6-7 and 285 pounds, and he 
chose to stay close to home. He has as much potential as nearly anyone in this class. 

Defensive line clearly was a priority for the Tide, and they brought in eight 
prospects. It's tough to find a position where Alabama wasn't successful. Linebacker 
Jerrell Harris has good speed and could be one to watch for early playing time. In 
all, Alabama brought in the top five prospects in the state, as well as 16 of the top 24. 


IND 2 | Notre Dame 


QB-1, RB-1, WR-3, TE-2, OL-4, DL-5, LB-4, DB-3 

The 2007 season was one many Notre Dame fans wish they could forget, but 
Charlie Weis still managed to put together another stellar recruiting class. As usual, 
the Irish implemented a national recruiting strategy. They received commitments from 
prospects in 18 states and had a nice balance of offensive and defensive talent. 

Quarterback Dayne Crist, a 6-5, 228-pounder from California, is perhaps the 
most-heralded Irish signee in this class. He has the ability to elude the pass rush and 
the arm strength to make all the difficult throws. He was the No. 2 pro-style quarter- 
back in this class. Wide receiver Michael Floyd is a big target and could be an early 
impact player. Tight end Kyle Rudolph should become another receiving favorite. 
Keep an eye on running back Jonas Gray, a 5-10, 213-pound bruiser. Offensive 
lineman Trevor Robinson is a load at 6-6, 304 pounds, and has the potential to be 
an anchor at a crucial position. 

This class has a good balance, but defensive line and linebacker look especially 
good. The Irish signed four talented linebackers who should help out early in their 
college careers. They also managed to pick up three solid defensive tackles, most 
notably 6-4, 284-pound Sean Cwynar from Illinois. Defensive end Ethan Johnson 
has a college-ready build and the explosiveness to develop into a dominant player. 


Florida 


RB-1, WR-4, OL-3, DL-4, LB-4, DB-3, ATH-2, ST-1 

This wasn't a huge class in terms of quantity, but no one can doubt the quality. 
Florida finished with 22 signees, including four five-star prospects. Urban Meyer 
followed last year's exceptional class with more of the same. Ten of the prospects in 
this class are from the Sunshine State, with pairs of prospects from Alabama, Georgia 
and Texas. 

Athlete Will Hill has about as much potential as any incoming freshman in 
the country. Hill, a 6-3, 203-pounder from New Jersey, runs the 40-yard dash in 4.4 
seconds and could help at a number of positions. Wide receiver Carl Moore also has 
a lot of upside. He arrives from a California junior college and may be more college- 
ready than many other prospects. Meyer was fortunate to land five-star offensive 
lineman Matt Patchan, who ignored family ties to Miami in favor of the Gators. Just in 
terms of physical ability, defensive tackle Omar Hunter is as impressive as anyone. 
Hunter, a 6-1, 295-pounder, runs the 40-yard dash in 4.7 seconds and bench-presses 
425 pounds. 

The Gators didn’t have as many pressing needs as some other schools, so 
they had the luxury of being fairly selective. They didn’t sign a quarterback, opting 
instead to go for four receivers. The quality of those receivers — Moore, T.J. 
Lawrence, Omarius Hines and Frankie Hammond Jr. — is exceptional. And 
keep an eye on Pennsylvania linebacker Brendan Beal. He has a solid build and 
great speed for his size. 
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QB-1, RB-1, WR-1, TE-2, OL-3, DL-5, LB-2, DB-1, ATH-3, ST-1 

The early months of 2008 caused Buckeye fans to experience a big emotional 
shift. Ohio State fell in the national championship game for the second consecutive 
season, but the Buckeyes signed the nation’s top prospect ... eventually. 

With quarterback Terrelle Pryor in the fold, Jim Tressel has a phenomenal 
prospect around whom to build his offense. Pryor, a 6-6, 235-pound Pennsylvania 
native, has a great arm and runs the 40-yard dash in 4.4 seconds. The Vince Young 
comparisons are unavoidable, and many believe Pryor stacks up favorably with some 
of the better quarterbacks to enter the college ranks in recent years. 

Pryor will be getting some help in this class. Five-star wide receiver DeVier 
Posey is a playmaker, and offensive linemen Mike Adams and Michael Brewster 
are about as good an incoming duo as you'll find in the trenches. Adams is 6-7, 308 
pounds and was the No. 3 prospect in the nation; Brewster is 6-6, 305 pounds and 
was No. 12 overall. Defensive tackle Garrett Goebel has a lot of toughness and 
picked the Buckeyes over an assortment of top programs. He had eight sacks and 16 
tackles for loss as a senior in Illinois. One more to watch is athlete Lamaar Thomas 
of Maryland, who reminds some of Ted Ginn Jr. 

Of the Buckeyes’ 20 signees, nine are from Ohio, four from Florida and two from 
Pennsylvania. This class is as heavy with star power as just about any other in the 
country and likely would be ranked higher if more had been signed. Aside from elite 
athletes Pryor, Thomas and Posey, the strength of this class is on the offensive line. 


J 


QB-3, RB-1, WR-6, OL-2, DL-4, LB-6, DB-6, ATH-4, ST-1 

Randy Shannon certainly made a splash with his first full recruiting season at 
Miami. The Hurricanes followed their final season in the Orange Bow! with an eye- 
popping 33 signees from across the country. Of the 33, 23 are from Florida and 12 
from the city of Miami. Throughout the recruiting process, there was a lot of specula- 
tion as to how many of the commitments the Canes would be able to hold on to. As it 
turns out, they did just fine. 

This class is headlined by two elite defenders. Linebacker Arthur Brown, from 
Wichita, Kan., was the No. 2 outside linebacker in the nation. The 6-1, 210-pounder 
has excellent speed and is as athletic a linebacker as you'll find. Defensive tackle 
Marcus Forston was a huge pickup for Shannon. The Miami native is a physical 
specimen and was the No. 7 overall prospect in the country. He is the most athletic 
defensive tackle to enter college this year and has the ability to stuff the run. Miami 
also did well with defensive backs, landing such headliners as Ramon Buchanan, 
Brandon Harris, C.J. Holton and Vaughn Telemaque. All but Telemaque are 
from Florida and all have good athletic ability and a wealth of untapped talent. 

This class amounted to a statement by Shannon. He recruited more in-city 
prospects than any year since 2002, giving the class a clear foundation and connec- 
tion to the program. The Canes are bringing in six receivers, six linebackers and six 
defensive backs in this class, and that's a good indicator of what they needed most. 
It will be interesting to see if any of the three quarterbacks have an impact. Jacory 
Harris probably has the most potential of the trio. 


i 


QB-1, RB-1, WR-3, TE-1, OL-3, DL-4, LB-4, DB-2, ATH-1, ST-1 

Bob Stoops has been remarkably consistent since he arrived at Oklahoma, 
and that on-field success has translated into excellent results on the recruiting trail. 
Oklahoma's class features 21 prospects, and 15 were four- or five-star prospects. 
The class is divided pretty evenly between Texans and non-Texans, and the Sooners 
fared extremely well in the Lone Star State. 

The top three commitments for OU are Texans. Running back Jermie Calhoun, 
offensive lineman Stephen Good and defensive end R.J. Washington were five- 
star prospects. At 6-0, 210 pounds, Calhoun was the No. 2 running back and No. 19 
overall prospect in the country. He rushed for 1,910 yards and 30 touchdowns as a 
senior at Van High School. At offensive tackle, Good is a mammoth of a man at 6-6, 
300 pounds. He has good agility, but his strength is undoubtedly his best asset — he 
bench-presses 475 pounds and squats 600. Washington is an athletic, fast rush end 
whose athleticism will give him the opportunity to earn a spot early. 

In all, Oklahoma put together a balanced class. The Sooners didn't need to have 


a huge year at any particular position, so they divided their resources well and picked off 


Linoy's Sports Annuais 72 


| NATIONAL 
RECRUITING 


some of the top talent in the region. While the class was heavy on 


Texas talent, as usual, the Sooners successfully reached into Georgia and New Jersey. 


CEE EE 


RB-2, WR-2, TE-1, OL-4, DL-4, LB-4, DB-2, ATH-4, ST-1 

Another year, more success. Coach Mark Richt and his staff seem to secure 
top-10 classes every year. There are 24 signees in this class and, as expected, the 
‘Dawgs found success all over the South. Georgia is a talent-rich state annually, and 
16 signees are in-state recruits. In all, Georgia kept 11 of the top 20 prospects in the 
Peach State at home. 

The two best prospects in this class are tremendous athletes and should help 
keep the Bulldogs at the top of the Southeastern Conference race. Wide receiver 
A.J. Green was the No. 9 prospect nationally and the No. 2 receiver. He caught 137 
passes over the past two seasons and has a knack for finding the end zone. Athlete 
Richard Samuel, an in-state recruit, was ranked the No. 2 athlete in the country. 

At 6-0, 197 pounds, Samuel has a solid build and the speed to change a game. He 
displayed great ability on both sides of the ball as a senior. And there's not just skill- 
position talent in this class: Offensive linemen A.J. Harmon and Cordy Glenn could 
help early, and defensive tackle DeAngelo Tyson helps make up for not getting Omar 
Hunter (Florida signee). 

Safety Makiri Pugh ensures the ‘Dawgs’ pipeline to Charlotte (N.C.) Inde- 
pendence will continue, and Richt has done a good job building pipelines in various 
southern states. In fact, Georgia didn't leave the region for anybody in this class. 


‘=3 Southern California 


RB-2, WR-1, TE-1, OL-5, DL-5, LB-2, DB-2, ATH-1 

By this point, it should be a given that USC is going to be at or near the top of the 
national recruiting rankings as long as Pete Carroll is coaching the Trojans. No. 8 actu- 
ally may be a little below average for the Trojans, but one can make the case that this 
class has more quality than any other class in the country. USC has just 19 signees, 
but 15 are four-star prospects or higher. 

The real strength of this class is along the offensive and defensive lines, and 
there are plenty of reasons to believe they'll be fine in those areas for the foreseeable 
future. Tackle Matt Kalil has a great build at 6-7, 281 pounds, and he was the No. 

11 prospect in the country. Fellow tackle Tyron Smith also is a five-star recruit and 
considered one of the most athletic linemen around. He's 260 pounds but has plenty of 
room to grow. Armond Armstead is about as good as they come at defensive tackle. 
Defensive end Nick Perry runs the 40-yard dash in 4.5 seconds, and fellow end Wes 
Horton was rated the No. 3 prospect at his position in the country. He was active as a 
senior, with 108 tackles and 12 sacks. 

As you'd expect, USC’s class is made up primarily of California talent: The Tro- 
jans kept eight of the state's top 14 prospects at home. It should be noted that running 
back Darrell Scott, the state’s top prize, signed with Colorado. However, USC's depth 
at running back means that position was not a concern in this class. 

With the talent at offensive and defensive line in this group, it's going to be tough 
to contend with USC in the trenches in the coming years. 


9 Florida State 


QB-1, RB-4, WR-3, TE-1, OL-6, DL-6, LB-4, DB-2, ATH-3 

It was an interesting year for Florida State fans. A major overhaul of the coaching 
staff started the season and a major academic scandal closed the season. On the 
recruiting trail, most of the news was good. Bobby Bowden and his new staff brought in 
30 prospects; there are 15 from Florida and four from Georgia. 

Linebacker Nigel Bradham may be the gem of this class for the Seminoles. 
The 6-2, 230-pounder had 147 tackles and 12 sacks as a high school senior, giving 
him almost 450 tackles over the previous three seasons. He. was the No. 4 prospect in 
Florida and certainly one of the most active. His knack for making plays will serve him 
well in Tallahassee. Defensive end Markus White arrives from a Kansas community 
college and brings a lot of athleticism to the position. White runs the 40-yard dash in 
4.55 seconds and, at 245 pounds, packs a punch. The staff hopes E.J. Manuel is the 
answer they've been looking for at quarterback. At 6-5, he runs well and can cause 
a lot of problems for a defense. Athlete Jarmon Fortson has the size and speed to 
make his presence felt early. 

The three areas of focus in this class were running back, offensive line and 
defensive line. The Seminoles brought in four running backs, and surprisingly most 
of those probably would be considered sleepers. The position with the most quality is 
linebacker. It's not just about Bradham, though he’s an immediate difference-maker. 
Nigel Carr, Nick Moody and Vincent Williams are four-star prospects. This class 
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has the feel of a one last hurrah for Bowden, who shook up his 


staff in an attempt at restoring the dominance FSU enjoyed in the 1990s. Only time will 


tell if this is the group of guys that turns things around in Tallahassee. 


FRVAS 
| MICHIGAN | i i 
REE] onion 


RB-4, WR-3, TE-2, OL-5, DL-2, LB-4, DB-2, ATH-2 

Michigan always has had a lot of success in recruiting, and there's no reason 
to expect that will change with the arrival of new coach Rich Rodriguez. He didn’t 
have much time to piece together his first class for Michigan but still did a solid job. 
Former coach Lloyd Carr already had secured plenty of high-profile commitments, and 
Rodriguez did an admirable job of salvaging what he could. 

Defensive back Boubacar Cissoko may be small in stature at 5-9, but he 
has great athletic ability and was one of the top prospects in the state. Offensive 
lineman Dann O'Neill checks in at an imposing 6-8, 291 pounds, and should excel in 
Rodriguez's offensive system. That's a system that appeals to a lot of running backs, 
and Michigan snagged four in this class. Michael Shaw, Sam McGuffie and Ter- 
rence Robinson have blazing speed, and Mike Cox packs a bit of a punch. Michigan 
greatly upgraded at linebacker in this class, signing four prospects rated as four stars. 
J.B. Fitzgerald is a load from New Jersey, and Taylor Hill, Marcus Witherspoon 
and Kenny Demens have good speed. 

Recruiting can be difficult for schools undergoing a coaching change, but the 
Wolverines were fortunate that most of their commitments remained firm. Of the 24 
signees in this class, five are from Michigan, seven are from Ohio, three are from 
Florida and three from Texas. The class was heavy on running backs, offensive line- 
men and linebackers. 


QB-1, WR-3, TE-2, OL-6, DL-3, LB-2, DB-6, ATH-3 

Winning a national championship makes recruiting a little bit easier on a coach, 
and Les Miles cleaned up in February. The Tigers’ class of 26 players consists of a 
good mix of prospects, primarily from Louisiana, Florida and Texas. The program's 
prestige is at an all-time high with two BCS championships in the past five seasons. 

It is to the point where prospects covet offers from the school. 

Wide receiver Deangelo Benton, who is 6-3, 210 pounds, has a great build and 
all the tools to be a playmaker from Day One. On the other side of the ball, Patrick 
Johnson is one of the nation's top cornerbacks. He picked off 12 passes over the past 
two seasons and has a knack for being in the right place at the right time. The Tigers 
signed just two linebackers, but Ryan Baker is potentially a great one. While he’s just 
206 pounds, he has a build that will allow him to bulk up; he also has plenty of speed. 
Wide receiver Chris Tolliver has plenty of speed, as well, and is probably the top 
in-state recruit. 

Offensive line and defensive back were top priorities, and LSU is bringing in six of 
each. There's also some quality coming in on the defensive line, with Chase Clement 
and Chancey Aghayere possessing all the tools to become dominant players. Clem- 
ent was the No. 7 strongside defensive end in the country, and Aghayere was one of 
the top prospects in Texas. 


QB-2, RB-2, WR-2, TE-1, OL-4, DL-3, LB-3, DB-5, ATH-2, ST-2 

Clemson is in a bowl game every year under coach Tommy Bowden, and now the 
Tigers are starting to put themselves in a position to kick it up a notch. Clemson signed 
26 players, and there’s some elite talent in this group. The Tigers had a lot of success 
in-state and are bringing in five prospects from the Jacksonville, Fla., area. 

DaQuan Bowers undoubtedly is the top prospect to sign with the Tigers. Bow- 
ers, a 6-4, 267-pound defensive end, has great athleticism and is an immediate-impact 
type player. He's fast, active and quickly could become unblockable in the ACC. Spen- 
cer Adams was one of three big-time defensive backs to play for Matthews (N.C.) 
Butler last fall, and he's a big addition for Clemson, He has ideal size (6-2) and runs 
well. Clemson already has one of the best stables of running backs in the nation — 
perhaps the best — and the future looks bright at the position with the signings of four- 
star backs Andre Ellington and Jamie Harper. Ellington is more of an all-purpose 
type of back at 170 pounds, while Harper has the strength to carry a big load. 

Of Clemson's 26 signees, 10 are from South Carolina and nine are from Florida. 
Harper is one of the five from the Jacksonville area; quarterback Kyle Parker is 
another. He's a pro-style quarterback who doesn't have ideal size, but did complete 61 
percent of his passes as a senior. 
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QB-3, RB-3, WR-3, TE-1, OL-2, DL-2, LB-2, DB-5, ATH-1, ST-1 

The Bruins were putting together a top-notch class before the coaching change, and 
Rick Neuheisel was fortunate enough to bring in most of those prospects. With 23 signees, 
UCLA cleaned up, finishing with the second-best class in the Pac-10 (behind USC). 

The defensive back talent in this group is outstanding and should be the nucleus 
of an excellent secondary in the coming years. Cornerback Aaron Hester has good 
size at 6-0 and runs the 40-yard dash in 4.44 seconds. He may be the best incoming 
Bruin. If that honor doesn’t belong to him, it should probably go to fellow defensive 
back Rahim Moore, who has almost identical size and speed. Those two are joined 
by two more four-star defensive backs — E.J. Woods and Anthony Dye. The defen- 
sive end position will get a big boost from Datone Jones, a 6-4, 240-pound prospect 
from Compton, Calif. 

UCLA also signed a trio of great-looking receivers. Jerry Johnson, Antwon 
Moutra and Nelson Rosario have big-play potential and should be able to stretch 
opposing defenses. All but two of the prospects in this class hail from California. It will 
be interesting to see if any of the three quarterbacks in this class pan out. Each was 
considered a solid prospect, but none was considered elite. 


‘Ys 


RB-5, WR-2, OL-3, DL-2, LB-2, DB-4, ATH-1, ST-1 

In typical fashion, the Longhorns picked up a lot of early momentum and rarely 
left the Lone Star State. In fact, just one of the 20 incoming freshmen in this class is 
from outside Texas. It is rare for any school to bring in five running backs in one class. 
Given the quality of those signees, the Longhorns are almost guaranteed to have 
bolstered their running game for future seasons. 

Running back DeSean Hales is a lightweight at 165 pounds, but he has excel- 
lent speed and should be fun to watch in the open field. Jeremy Hills is a bit bigger at 
180 pounds and also has “playmaker” written all over him. The coaching staff is excited 
about defensive tackle Jarvis Humphrey, a 6-2, 290-pounder who has the ability to 
get into the backfield and disrupt things. As he continues to get stronger and tone his 


body, he could be a force in the Big 12. There also is a trio of defensive backs to watch 
for — D.J. Monroe, Aaron Williams and Nolan Brewster, the only out-of-state 
prospect in this class. He’s the son of Minnesota coach Tim Brewster. 

Kicker Justin Tucker was rated the No. 4 prospect at his position in the nation. 
This class is relatively light on linemen and the Longhorns didn’t bring in a quarterback 
or a tight end. Most needs were met, though, and the class is strong at running back 
and in the secondary. 


- 5) Golorade | 


QB-1, RB-3, WR-1, TE-2, OL-3, DL-1, LB-5, DB-3, ATH-1, ST-1 

Dan Hawkins may have been wondering what he got himself into after struggling 
mightily in his first season in Boulder, but things are looking a lot better now. Colorado 
reached a bowl last season and put together the No. 15 recruiting class in the nation. 
That's even more impressive considering there are only 21 signees in the class. Usu- 
ally, highly ranked classes low in quantity belong to the likes of USC, but the Buffaloes 
signed an unusual amount of talent. 

Colorado fans were thrilled to learn that running back Darrell Scott of 
California decided to sign with the Buffaloes. The 6-0, 204-pounder had offers from 
every major program in the nation and was ranked the No. 1 running back in the 
country. He rushed for nearly 7,000 yards in his last three years in high school, with 
an amazing 87 touchdowns. The Buffaloes are also thrilled about their group of 
incoming linebackers. Lynn Katoa was the top-ranked prospect in Utah and also 
had his pick of schools. Jon Major runs extremely well for someone 6-4, 230, and 
Shaun Mohler looks as impressive on film as almost anyone. Offensive lineman 
Bryce Givens was the No. 1 prospect in Colorado. Once he adds weight, he should 
anchor the line for a long time. 

Colorado employed an interesting recruiting strategy and it worked to near perfection 
The Buffaloes landed top prospects in California, Colorado and Utah. There are six in-state 
prospects and seven Californians in this group. If Hawkins can maintain this success on 
the recruiting trail, it might not be long until Colorado is where it wants to be. 


FARE) Texas aam 


QB-1, RB-1, WR-1, OL-6, DL-7, LB-3, DB-3, ATH-2 
In spite of all the turmoil surrounding former coach Dennis Franchione and the 


2008 


WLUW, LINDYSSPORTS. 


coaching change, Texas A&M did quite well with this class. Of 


the Aggies’ 24 signings, an eye-popping 13 are either offensive or defensive linemen. 


There's some good quality in that group, and it will be a good starting point for new 
coach Mike Sherman, who was able to sell his NFL experience. 

While the lines got the bulk of the attention, perhaps the top three prospects are 
skill-position players. Wide receiver Jeff Fuller looks like a future NFL player at 6-5, 
202 pounds. He was rated the No. 10 prospect in Texas and the No. 12 receiver in 
the country. Running back Cyrus Gray runs the 40-yard dash in 4.4 seconds and is 
a home-run threat. At 5-10, 201 pounds, athlete Derrick Hall is about as versatile as 
they come. He committed to Texas A&M but entertained interest from schools such as 
LSU before signing with the Aggies. He showed his ability to pass, run and catch as a 
senior, and runs the 40-yard dash in 4.35 seconds. 

Much like Texas, A&M always is going to have a distinctly in-state feel to its re- 
Cruiting classes. This year is no exception, as only two prospects from outside the state 
signed with the Aggies. Watch out for the defensive line, as there are four prospects 
rated as four stars here. 


NETS Minnesota 


QB-1, RB-3, WR-4, TE-1, DL-4, LB-5, DB-7, ATH-5 

Could coach Tim Brewster's first season at Minnesota have been more of a 
roller-coaster ride? The Gophers finished 1-11 overall and were winless in the Big Ten. 
But when February rolled around, Minnesota fans were smiling. Brewster's work on the 
recruiting trails was nothing short of excellent. Brewster and his staff signed players 
from 16 states, including four from the Dallas area. 

While Minnesota got off to a fast start, perhaps its top commitment came 
toward the end of the process in the form of 6-4, 220-pound dual-threat quarterback 
MarQueis Gray. The talented signal-caller from Indianapolis was the top prospect 
in the Hoosier State and can beat you with his arm or legs. He could push for time 
early. Four-star safety Keanon Cooper is the best of the Dallas quartet, and the 6-0, 
190-pounder should provide much-needed help in the secondary. Wide receivers 
Brandon Green and Vincent Hill lack great size but are dynamic with the ball in their 
hands. 

Brewster, who helped Mack Brown bring in some of the nation’s top prospects at 
Texas, expended as much energy on the recruiting trail as any coach in the country and 
that aggressiveness paid off. Defense was a top priority, and there are a lot of prospects 
who should see the field quickly. Watch out for 6-2, 240-pound linebacker Sam Maresh, 
who spurned offers from just about the entire Big Ten to stay close to home. 


V7 +o 


RB-2, WR-6, TE-1, OL-3, DL-5, LB-5, DB-2, ATH-7 

The Hokies stuck to their usual in-state recruiting strategy and put together an 
unusually large class. Virginia Tech signed 31 players, and once again it’s a solid class 
for Frank Beamer. 

Linebacker Quillie Odom was a big pickup, and the 6-2, 220-pound linebacker 
who spent time at Hargrave Military Academy has a college-ready build and is physi- 
cally mature enough to be a force early in his playing career. Running back Ryan 
Williams is a solid all-around prospect and ranked the No. 3 prospect at his position 
in the country. He can run through smaller defenders and regularly beats linebackers 
to the edge. Keep an eye out for offensive tackle Vinston Painter. At 6-6 and 317 
pounds, he is a physically imposing presence. He was the No. 5 prospect in Virginia. 
Wide receiver D.J. Coles and athlete Dyrell Roberts should be fun to watch in the 
coming years. 

Beamer's recruiting strategy is simple: Put his state on lockdown while reaching 
into North Carolina and perhaps one or two other southern states. They signed an 
amazing 24 in-state prospects this season in a good year for Virginia talent. Tech didn't 
bring in a quarterback this year, but it did bring in seven athletes, meaning this class 
could take any number of shapes down the road. 


onaon ll 


QB-1, RB-3, WR-2, TE-2, OL-2, DL-2, LB-3, DB-3, ATH-2 

Once again, Oregon had a successful recruiting year. The Ducks didn’t overem- 
phasize any one position and put together a balanced class of prospects from all over 
the country. 

It would have been nice if the Ducks could have landed defensive end Ethan 
Johnson, the No. 1 prospect in the state, who signed with Notre Dame. Nonetheless, 
they did well for themselves. Junior college defensive tackle Justin Thompson has a 
lot of upside and should provide immediate depth. Junior college running back LaGar- 
rette Blount is a true bruiser at 6-2, 235 pounds. Athlete Chris Harper has great 
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speed and an excellent build and was rated the No. 2 prospect 
in Kansas. Watch out for Hamani Stevens, the No. 2 center in the country, and Nick 
Cody, an offensive tackle and the No. 3 prospect in the state of Washington. 

Oregon didn't need a huge haul this year, but the Ducks met most of their needs 
adequately. We've become accustomed to seeing good classes out of this program 
and the quality is high in this group. 


QB-2, RB-3, WR-3, TE-2, OL-3, DL-5, LB-2, DB-4, ATH-5 

Considering his consistency and his success, it's hard to believe Tommy Tuberville 
could be called underappreciated. Many believe that’s the case, though. Year in and 
year out, you can bank on three things with regard to Auburn: The Tigers are going to 
be tough on the road, they're going to play good defense and they're going to recruit 
well. The Tigers brought in 29 prospects in the class, headlined by some top-flight tal- 
ent. The depth is there at running back, defensive line and defensive back. 

Five-star defensive end Raven Gray was the No. 4 junior college prospect in the 
country. At 6-4, 260 pounds, he runs the 40-yard dash in 4.6 seconds and could be 
a load for SEC offensive lines to handle. On the other side of the line, Auburn signed 
five-star Hargrave Military Academy offensive tackle Jermaine Johnson. At 6-6, 309 
pounds, he has a college-ready body and all the tools to protect a quarterback’s blind- 
side. Athletes T’Sharvan Bell and DeRon Furr have dynamic playmaking ability. Bell 
is the faster of the two, but at 6-3 and 212 pounds, Furr could have an earlier impact. 
Watch out for undersized running back Onterio McCalebb, an all-purpose prospect 
who has the speed to change a game. 

Auburn signed 10 in-state prospects, though Alabama hoarded much of the 
state's top talent. The Tigers found success in Florida, where they also picked up 10 
prospects, They found some elite talent from junior colleges and prep schools as well. 
Overall, this class checks in at No. 5 in the Southeastern Conference. 


ria §60<Arizona State 


QB-1, RB-1, WR-2, TE-1, OL-5, DL-7, LB-2, DB-6, ATH-2 

No ohe has ever doubted Dennis Erickson’s ability to recruit and coach at an ex- 
tremely high level. In his one season at Arizona State, he already has won 10 games 
and put together the No. 21 class in the country. With 27 signees, the Sun Devils will 
be going into the 2008 season with a lot of young talent to add to what they have com- 
ing back. With seven defensive linemen and six defensive backs on board, look for a 
defensive overhaul in the near future. 

Athlete Gerell Robinson was a huge pickup for Arizona State. The 6-4, 
210-pound prospect was the No. 1 senior in Arizona last fall and the No. 8 athlete in 
the country. He doesn't have blazing speed, but he moves well and spurned offers 
from schools such as USC, Florida and Notre Dame. Defensive back Jarrell Barbour 
is another big-time athlete with the kind of size college coaches crave in the secondary. 
He was the No. 9 safety in the country. Expect running back Ryan Bass to carve out a 
role for himself early in his college career. The 5-10, 186-pounder from California runs 
the 40-yard dash in 4.4 seconds and was rated the No. 2 all-purpose prospect in the 
country. There also is plenty of solid defensive line talent coming aboard. 

Nine of the 27 signees are from Arizona. There were several other schools target- 
ing key prospects in the state, so the Sun Devils did well to lock up three of the top five 
prospects in the state. California always must be an integral part of ASU's recruiting 
strategy, and the 14 signees from that state are high-quality athletes. 


22 South Carolina 


QB-2, RB-2, WR-2, TE-1, OL-2, DL-5, LB-2, DB-4, ATH-2, ST-1 

The Gamecocks struggled mightily in the latter part of the 2007 season, but that 
didn't stop them from putting together a solid recruiting class. Steve Spurrier still is 
trying to leave his mark on the program. Defensive back is a position that has excelled 
in recent years, and if this class is any indication, it should continue to be a position of 
strength. 

Charles Whitlock, a 5-11, 172-pound defensive back from Chester, S.C., is 
one of South Carolina's top commitments. The athletic corner was rated the No. 3 
prospect in the Palmetto State. He's joined by a pair who prepped at Fork Union and is 
physically ready to make a difference in the SEC. Antonio Allen is impressive at 6-2, 
190 pounds and he has a knack for making plays. Akeem Auguste has just as much 
potential and is faster than Allen. Jarriel King hails from Georgia Military Academy 
and looks like an SEC defensive lineman at 6-7, 285 pounds. He might not have great 
speed, but he’s strong and puts a lot of pressure on opposing offensive linemen. Watch 
out for fellow defensive end Chaz Sutton, who turned down a lot of solid programs to 


play for Spurrier. 

There are two quarterbacks in this class, and it will be interesting to see if they 
play this fall. Also, watch out for the young defensive linemen in Columbia; they look 
like big-time players. 

Of South Carolina's 23 signees, just seven were in-state prospects. Part of that is 
because rival Clemson and some other schools signed some of the state's top talent; 
some of it was the Gamecocks staff looking to prep schools and the state of Georgia. 


QB-1, RB-2, WR-3, TE-2, OL-5, DL-5, LB-5, DB-3, ATH-2 

This isn't Ron Zook's best class, but the 28 signees will add depth, speed and 
strength to an ever-improving roster. This class is heavy on line prospects and should 
make the Illini tough to deal with in the trenches in the coming seasons. 

Zook and his staff signed two good defensive tackles. They signed 6-3, 
260-pounder Corey Liuget from Florida, even though the likes of LSU, Miami and 
Georgia were hot on his trail. He's one of the most athletic tackles you're going to find 
at the high school level. He's joined by Reggie Ellis, the No. 26 defensive tackle in 
the country and the top prospect in the District of Columbia. On the other side of the 
line, Graham Pocic is a load at 6-7, 316 pounds. The No. 5 prospect in Illinois, Pocic 
looks like a big-time blindside protector in the Big Ten. Illinois had some success in the 
prep school ranks as well. Donsay Hardeman, who spent time at Georgia Military 
Academy, looks the part of a Big Ten safety and should make big contributions in his 
first season. The Illini also found one of the nation’s top tight ends in Hubie Graham. 
He might not be a devastating blocker yet, but he'll provide quarterbacks with an extra 
threat downfield. 

Zook is about as good as recruiter as you'll find, and it showed once again. He 
signed four prospects from the nation’s capital, four from the Sunshine State and four 
from the Chicago area. 


C 24 Washington 


QB-2, RB-4, WR-4, OL-6, DL-3, LB-3, DB-3, ATH-1 

Washington signed 26 prospects. This class is heavy on running backs, wide 
receivers and offensive linemen, and it looks as if the newcomers could provide a big 
upgrade right away. 

Defensive end Kavario Middleton was a big pickup. The 6-6, 250-pounder was 
the top player in Washington. He should bring a lot of athleticism to the position. Fellow 
defensive end Everrette Thompson was rated the No. 10 prospect at his position 
in the country and the No. 2 overall prospect in the state of Washington. Chris Polk 
was ranked the No. 4 all-purpose back in the country and he did it all as a senior in 
California. Allen Carroll and Alameda Ta’amu are two offensive linemen who should 
make things tough for opponents in the coming seasons. 

Despite fielding teams that have struggled, Tyrone Willingham managed to put 
together a good recruiting class. He signed four of the top five and 12 of the top 15 
prospects in the state. California was an integral part of the Huskies’ strategy this year 
as well. 


QB-1, RB-2, WR-3, TE-1, OL-5, DL-4, LB-2, DB-4, ATH-1 

Missouri followed up a remarkable season with a solid recruiting class, giving 
Tigers fans hope that they can expect more of the same. Missouri's wide-open, high- 
scoring offense appealed to some top-flight skill-position recruits. Overall, there’s a lot 
of quality in this class. 

Undoubtedly the top recruit is quarterback Blaine Gabbert. Originally a Nebraska 
commitment, Gabbert changed his mind and decided to stay closer to his St. Louis-area 
home. The 6-5, 226-pound pocket passer looks the part of an NFL quarterback and 
may have the strongest arm of any incoming freshman. He was the No. 1 prospect in 
Missouri and the No. 1 pro-style quarterback in the country. Gabbert will benefit from 
the protection of guard Dan Hoch, also a former Nebraska commitment. The 6-7, 
302-pounder was the No. 1 player in lowa and the No. 18 guard in the country. Tight 
end Andrew Jones, a 6-5, 228-pounder, will be a good target for anyone behind 
center. He was the No. 2 player in Missouri and the No. 14 tight end nationally. 

Missouri is a classic case of a program capitalizing on its on-field success. The 
Tigers were able to lock down some of the top talent in their own state and managed 
to reach into Texas and Ohio to fill out the class. They certainly benefited from 
Nebraska's struggles and coaching change. With another good season, Mizzou's 
reputation should only improve with high school recruits. 
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HT./WT, HOMETOWN/SCHOOL 


6-6/235 
6-5/226 
6-5/228 
6-5/215 
6-6/194 
6-4/215 


. Terrelle Pryor 
. Blaine Gabbert 
. Dayne Crist 

. Ev. Manuel 

. Mike Glennon 
. Andrew Luck 


Jeannette (Pa.) 

Ballwin (Mo.) Parkway West 
Sherman Oaks (Calif.) Notre Dame 
Virginia Beach (Va.) Bayside 
Centreville (Va.) Westfield 
Houston (Texas) Stratford 


Ben Bees 


6-0/204 
6-0/210 
5-10/192 
5-10/165 
5-10/213 
6-0/188 
5-10/186 
5-10/209 


Darrell Scott 
Jermie Calhoun 
Ryan Williams 

. DeSean Hales 
Jonas Gray 

. Cyrus Gray 

. Ryan Bass 

. De'Anthony Curtis 


Ventura (Calif.) St. Bonaventure 
Van (Texas) 

Manassas (Va.) Stonewall Jackson 
Klein (Texas) Oak 

Detroit (Mich.) Country Day 
DeSoto (Texas) 

Corona (Calif.) Centennial 

Camden (Ark.) Fairview 


WIDE RECEIVERS 


6-4/215 
6-4/184 
6-2/190 
6-6/208 
6-6/233 
6-3/195 
6-2/180 
6-3/210 
6-2/200 
6-3/195 
6-1/180 
6-4/202 
6-2/178 
6-6/200 
6-1/169 
6-4/209 
6-0/176 


. Julio Jones 

. Ad, Green 

. DeVier'Posey 

. DeAndre Brown 
, Jonathan Baldwin 
. Michael Floyd 

. Darryl Stonum 

. Jameel Owens 

. Aldarius Johnson 
, Joshua Jarboe 

. Chris Tolliver 

. deff Fuller 

. Brice Butler 

. Tommy Streeter 
. Tavarres King 

. Dan Buckner 

. Kemonte Bateman 


Foley (Ala.) 

Summerville (S.C.) 

Cincinnati (Ohio) La Salle 

Ocean Springs (Miss.) 

Aliquippa (Pa.) 

St. Paul (Minn.) Cretin-Derham Hall 
Sugar Land (Texas) Dulles 
Muskogee (Okia.) 

Miami (Fla.) Northwestern 
Ellenwood (Ga.) Cedar Grove 
Rayville (La.) 

McKinney (Texas) Boyd 
Norcross (Ga.) 

Miami (Fla.) Northwestern 

Mt. Airy (Ga.) Habersham Central 
Allen (Texas) 

Los Angeles (Calif.) Crenshaw 


TIGHT ENDS 


20. Kyle Rudolph 
31. Blake Ayles 


6-6/229 
6-4/245 


Cincinnati (Ohio) Elder 
Orange (Calif.) Lutheran 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 


. Mike Adams 

. Baker Steinkuhler 
. Matt Kalil 

. Michael Brewster 
. Tyron Smith 

. Matt Patchan 

. Stephen Good 

. Tyler Love 


6-7/308 
6-6/290 
6-7/281 
6-6/305 
6-5/260 
6-7/265 
6-6/300 
6-7/285 
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Dublin (Ohio) Coffman 

Lincoln (Neb.) Southwest 

Anaheim (Calif.) Servite 

Orlando (Fla.) Edgewater 

Moreno Valley (Calif.) Rancho Verde 
Seffner (Fla.) Armwood 

Paris (Texas) 

Mountain Brook (Ala.) 
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COLLEGE 


Missouri 
Notre Dame 
Florida State 
NC State 
Stanford 


Colorado 
Oklahoma 
Virginia Tech 
Texas 

Notre Dame 
Texas A&M 
Arizona State 
Arkansas 


Alabama 
Georgia 
Ohio State 
Southern Miss 
Pittsburgh 
Notre Dame 
Michigan 
Oklahoma 
Miami 
Oklahoma 
LSU 

Texas A&M 
USC 

Miami 
Georgia 
Texas 
Arizona State 


Notre Dame 
USC 


Ohio State 
Nebraska 
USC 

Ohio State 
USC 
Florida 
Oklahoma 
Alabama 


Ohio State 


37. 


39. 
49. 
54. 
60. 
87. 
98. 


Trevor Robinson 
Lucas Nix 

Dann O'Neill 
A.J. Harmon 
Barrett Jones 
J.B. Shugarts 
Bryce Givens 


ATIONAL & 
BECROING _— 


6-6/304 
6-6/295 
6-8/291 
6-4/308 
6-5/271 
6-7/299 
6-6/257 


Omaha (Neb.) Elkhorn 


Notre Dame 


Jefferson Hills (Pa.) Thomas Jefferson Pittsburgh 


Grand Haven (Mich.) 

Louisville (Ga.) Jefferson County 
Memphis (Tenn.) ECS 

Klein (Texas) 

Denver (Colo,) Mullen 


DEFENSIVE END 


=< PSS 


. DaQuan Bowers 
. RJ. Washington 
. Ethan Johnson 

. Wes Horton 

. Nick Perry 

. Kavario Middleton 
. Toby Jackson 


6-4/267 
6-3/245 
6-4/266 
6-6/240 
6-4/235 
6-6/250 
6-4/244 


Bamberg (S.C.) Bamberg-Ehrhardt 
Keller (Texas) Fossil Ridge 
Portland (Ore,) Lincoln 

Sherman Oaks (Calif.) Notre Dame 
Detroit (Mich.) Martin Luther King 
Lakewood (Wash.) Lakes 

Griffin (Ga.) 


DEFENSIVE TACKLES 


7. 
17. 


42 


45, 
50. 
64. 


80. 


86. 


Marcus Forston 
Omar Hunter 
Armond Armstead 
DeAngelo Tyson 
Jarvis Humphrey 
Garrett Goebel 
Corey Liuget 
Stacey McGee 


6-2/286 
6-1/295 
6-4/287 
6-2/276 
6-2/290 
6-5/264 
6-3/260 
6-5/255 


Miami (Fla.) Northwestern 
Buford (Ga.) 

Elk Grove (Calif.) Pleasant Grove 
Statesboro (Ga.) 

Cedar Hill (Texas) 

Lombard (Ill.) Montini 

Hialeah (Fla.) 

Muskogee (Okia.) 


LINEBACKERS 


. Nigel Bradham 
. Arthur Brown 
. Jerrell Harris 
. Etienne Sabino 
. Lynn Katoa 


Marcus Robinson 


. Jordan Futch 

. Brendan Beal 

. Ryan Baker 

. Brandon Beachum 
. William Green 

. Darius Fleming 

. Uona Kavienga 

. Nick Moody 


6-2/230 
6-1/210 
6-2/220 
6-3/222 
6-2/220 
6-2/210 
6-3/202 
6-4/235 
6-0/206 
5-11/216 
6-4/215 
6-3/230 
6-0/226 
6-1/218 


Michigan 
Georgia 
Alabama 
Ohio State 
Colorado 


Clemson 
Oklahoma 
Notre Dame 
USC 

USC 
Washington 
Georgia 


Miami 
Florida 
USC 
Georgia 
Texas 
Ohio State 
Illinois 
Oklahoma 


= CIS 


Crawfordville (Fla.) Wakulla 

Wichita (Kan.) Wichita East 

Gadsden (Ala.) Gadsden City 

Miami (Fla.) Dr. Krop 

Salt Lake City (Utah) Cottonwood Sr. 
Homestead (Fla.) 

Hollywood (Fla.) Chaminade Madonna 
Bethlehem (Pa.) Liberty 

Blountstown (Fla.) 

Youngstown (Ohio) Cardinal Mooney 
Hoover (Ala.) Spain Park 

Chicago (Ill.) St. Rita 

Los Angeles (Calif.) Leuzinger 
Philadelphia (Pa.) Roman Catholic 


DEFENSIVE BACKS 


. Patrick Johnson 
. Alonzo Lawrence 
. Aaron Williams 

. Brandon Harris 

. Boubacar Cissoko 
. DJ. Monroe 

. Janoris Jenkins 
. Ramon Buchanan 
. Aaron Hester 


. Rahim Moore 


. TJ. Bryant 
. Joseph Ibiloye 


. Brandon Taylor 


ATHLETES 


10. 


Will Hill 


. Richard Samuel 
. Burton Scott 

. Lamar Thomas 

. Mark Barron 

. Devoe Torrence 
. Jarmon Forston 
. Gerell Robinson 
. Derrick Hall 

. DJ. Shoemate 


6-1/193 
6-1/187 
6-1/175 
§-10/174 
5-8/171 
5-9/165 
5-11/180 
6-0/181 
6-0/180 
6-0/185 
6-1/175 
6-2/195 
§-11/176 


6-3/203 
6-0/197 
5-11/194 
5-11/181 
6-2/202 
6-2/210 
6-3/220 
6-4/210 
5-10/201 
6-0/219 


Pompano Beach (Fla.) Ely 
Lucedale (Miss.) George County 
Round Rock (Texas) McNeil 
Miami (Fla.) Booker T. Washington 
Detroit (Mich.) Cass Tech 
Angleton (Texas) 

Pahokee (Fla.) 

Melbourne (Fla.) Palm Bay 
Compton (Calif.) Dominguez 
Los Angeles (Calif.) Dorsey 
Tallahassee (Fla.) Lincoln 
Garland (Texas) South Garland 
Franklinton (La.) 


Jersey City (N.J.) St. Peter's Prep 
Cartersville (Ga.) Cass 

Prichard (Ala.) Vigor 

Fort Washington (Md.) Friendly 
Mobile (Ala.) St. Paul's 

Massillon (Ohio) Washington 
Columbus (Ga.) Carver 

Chandler (Ariz.) Hamilton 
Beaumont (Texas) Central 
Anaheim (Calif.) Servite 
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Florida State 
Miami 
Alabama 
Ohio State 
Colorado 
Miami 
Miami 
Florida 

LSU 

Penn State 
Florida 
Notre Dame 
USC 

Florida State 


LSU 
Alabama 
Texas 
Miami 
Michigan 
Texas 
Florida 
Miami 
UCLA 
UCLA 
USC 
Oklahoma 
LSU 


Florida 
Georgia 
Alabama 
Ohio State 
Alabama 
Florida State 
Arizona State 
Texas A&M 
USC 
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TOP HIGH SCHOOL ; 
SENIORS — 


. Matt Barkley 

. damarkus McFarland 
. Cierre Wood 

. Russell Shepard 
. Jacobbi McDaniel 
. Manti Te'o 

. Rueben Randle 

. Devon Kennard 
. Bryce Brown 

. William Campbell 
. Garrett Gilbert 

. Marlon Brown 

. Dre Kirkpatrick 

. Dorian Bell 

. Vontaze Burfict 

. Jarvis Jones 

. Tyrik Rollison 

. Kevin Newsome 
. Chris Davenport 
. Craig Loston 

. Randall Carroll 

, Logan Heastie 

. Craig Drummond 


. Tom Savage 


. Lamar Miller 
. Marcus Hall 
. dustin Chaisson 


. Nico Johnson 


. Dion Sims 

, Patrick Hall 

. Rolando Jefferson 
. Jamie Wood 


Mason Walters 


. Shaquelle Evans 
. Gabe Lynn 

. DJ. Fluker 

. Willie Downs 

. John Simon 

. Donte Moss 

. David Oku 

. Kraig Appleton 
. Justin Turner 

. Ad, Murray 
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Santa Ana (CA) Mater Dei 

Lufkin (TX) Lufkin 

Oxnard (CA) Santa Clara 
Houston (TX) Cypress Ridge 
Greenville (FL) Madison 
Honolulu (HI) Punahou 

Bastrop (LA) Bastrop 

Phoenix (AZ) Desert Vista 
Wichita (KS) East 

Detroit (Ml) Cass Tech 

Austin (TX) Lake Travis 
Memphis (TN) Harding Academy 
Gadsden (AL) Gadsden City 
Monroeville (PA) Gateway 
Corona (CA) Centennial 
Columbus (GA) Carver 

Sulphur Springs (TX) 
Chesapeake (VA) Western Branch 
Mansfield (LA) Mansfield 

Aldine (TX) Nimitz 

Los Angeles (CA) Cathedral 
Chesapeake (VA) Great Bridge 
Chicago (IL) Morgan Park 
Philadelphia (PA) Cardinal O'Hara 
Miami (FL) Killian 

Cleveland (OH) Glenville 

Las Vegas (NV) Bishop Gorman 
Andalusia (AL) Andalusia 

Orhard Lake (Ml) St. Mary's 
Ventura (CA) St. Bonaventure 
Fresno (CA) Edison 

Pickerington (OH) Central 
Wolfforth (TX) Frenship 
Inglewood (CA) Inglewood 
Jenks (OK) Jenks 

Foley (AL) Foley 

Tallahassee (FL) Godby 
Youngstown (OH) Cardinal Mooney 
Jacksonville (NC) Northside 
Midwest City(OK) Carl Albert 
East St. Louis (IL) East St. Louis 
Massillon (OH) Washington 
Tampa (FL) Plant 


Seek Pa Bae a ee 


. Ja’'Ron Stokes 
. Josh Nunes 


. Corey Adams 
. C.J. Barnett 

. Jordan Whiting 
. Eric Shrive 

. Edwin Baker 

. Tate Forcier 


. Ronnie Wingo 


. Ryan Mossakowski 
. Frankie Telfort 
. Kevin Brent 


. Jheranie Boyd 


. Trent Richardson 


. Sam Montgomery 


. Thomas Ashcraft 
. Chris Watt 

. Keenan Davis 

. Eric Fields 

. Anthony LaLota 


. Larry Caper 
. Chris Whaley 
. Tyler Gaffney 
. Tana Patrick 


. John Martinez 


. Greg Timmons 


. Jeremy Smith 


. Desmond Scott 


. Craig Crawtord 


. NuKeese Richardson 
. Eddie Lacy 
. Montrell Conner 


. Xavier Nixon 


. Morrell Presley 


. Donavan Tate 


. Jelani Jenkins 


. Deandre Coleman 
. Theo Riddick 

. Terry Hawthorne 
. Nick Kasa 

. Lonnie Pryor 


. DeVonte Holloman 
. Marlon Pollard, Jr. 
. Nick Alajajian 

. Chris Fields 

. Kevin Graf 

. Jared Wheeler 

. Michael Brockers 


. Chris Thompson 
. JAK. Jay 

. Brandon McGee 
. EJ. Banks 

. Antwan Lowery 
. T.J. McDonald 
. Kendall Kelly 

. AJ. McCarron 
. Pat Patterson 


Philadelphia (PA) Northeast 
Upland (CA) Upland 
Scottsdale (AZ) Saguaro 
Clayton (OH) Northmont 
Louisville (KY) Trinity 
Scranton (PA) West Scranton 
Oak Park (MI) Oak Park 

San Diego (CA) Scripps Ranch 
St. Louis (MO) St. Louis University 
Frisco (TX) Centennial 

Miami (FL) Gulliver Prep 
Dallas (TX) S Oak Cliff 
Gastonia (NC) Ashbrook 
Pensacola (FL) Escambia 
Greenwood (SC) Greenwood 
Cedar Hill (TX) Cedar Hill 
Glenn Ellyn (IL) Glenbard West 
Cedar Rapids (IA) Washington 
Warner Robins (GA) Northside 
Princeton (NJ) Hun School 
Battle Creek (MI) Battle Creek Central 
Madisonville (TX) Madisonville 
San Diego (CA) Cathedral Catholic 
Stevenson (AL) N. Jackson 
Murray (UT) Cottonwood 
Aldine (TX) Eisenhower 

Tulsa (OK) Union 

Durham (NC) Hillside 
Huntington (WV) Huntington 
Pahokee (FL) Pahokee 
Dutchtown (LA) Dutchdown 
Monroe (LA) Ouachita 
Fayetteville (NC) Jack Britt 
Carson (CA) Carson 
Cartersville (GA) Cartersville 
Wheaton (MD) Good Cousel 
Seattle (WA) Garfield 
Somerville (NJ) Immaculata 

E. St. Louis (IL) East 
Broomfield (CO) Legacy 
Okeechobee (FL) Okeechobee 
Charlotte (NC) Independence 
Valencia (CA) Valencia 

Naples (FL) Naples 

Harvey (OH) Painesville 
Agoura (CA) Agoura 

Plantation (FL) American Heriatge 
Houston (TX) Chavez 
Greenville (FL) Madison 
Greenville (SC) Christ Church 
Lauderhill (FL) Plantation 
McKees Rock (PA) Montour 
Miami (FL) Columbus 

Fresno (CA) Edison 

Gadsden (AL) Gadsden City 
Mobile (AL) St. Paul's 

Macon (MS) Noxubee 
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TOP 10 SCHOOLS BY POSITION 


QUARTERBACK 8. Illinois . Penn State 

: 9. LSU . Florida 
ue was 10. Oregon . Michigan 
Nota . Notre Dame 
a 6 ame OFFENSIVE LINE . Georgia 
Tae USC : Alabama 
Alabama Ohio State . Virginia Tech 
Mann ee DEFENSIVE BACK 
. Arkansas Alabama 
. Ole Miss Michigan LSU 
. Rutgers Clemson . Miami 

Georgia UCLA 

RUNNING BACK Oklahoma Texas 
Texas eeu . Oklahoma State 
Michigan Alabama 
Colorado DEFENSIVE TACKLE § 7 South Carolina 
Ole Miss Ole Miss 
UCLA . Florida 
Clemson . Minnesota 
Boston College 
Auburn 
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Miami 
Alabama 
Florida 
Kansas State ATHLETE 
Notre Dame 
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Oregon 
Oklahoma 


ie 
2 
3. 
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8. 
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WIDE RECEIVER 


. Alabama 
Florida 

Miami 
Oklahoma 
Georgia 

Notre Dame 
Southern Miss 
LSU 

Maryland 

10. UCLA 


TIGHT END 


. Notre Dame 
. Michigan 


S068 te Oe PS 


Soe ae oe Oh = 
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Soong oton= 
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Texas 

USC 

NC State 
Illinois 
Texas A&M 


DEFENSIVE END 


Alabama 
USC 

Texas A&M 
Texas Tech 
Clemson 
Oklahoma 
Florida State 
Georgia 
Ohio State 
Auburn 


SCOMNDARWN— 


—_ 


. Alabama 


Georgia 
Florida 


. Virginia Tech 
. Florida State 
. Ohio State 
. Minnesota 


NC State 
LSU 


. Kansas State 


KICKER 
. Oklahoma State 


Texas 
UCLA 
Ohio State 
BYU 
Louisville 


. Ohio State LINEBACKER 
. Maryland : ie 


. California 1. Miami 
“USC 2. Florida State 
. Colorado 3. Colorado 


Kansas 
Pittsburgh 
Georgia 
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By Bobby Burton 
Rivals.com 


OVERVIEW/: The Sooners reined in the top class in the Big 12 
the same way they have so many other times in their storied history — 
they raided the state of Texas. Of the Sooners’ 21 signees, 11 are from 
Texas. The Sooners landed the state’s top three recruits in running 
back Jermie Calhoun (Van), defensive end R.J. Washington (Keller) 
and offensive tackle Sethe Good (Paris). 

HEADLINER: \t's hard to pick from a class littered with blue 
shippers: but Calhoun was the No. 2 running back in the country. With 
his size, he brings something a little different to the table than the 
backs already on campus. 


SLEEPER: Defensive tackle Casey Walker committed to OU in 
June 2007 and was forgotten by some. But he’s a stout run-stuffer and 
one of the Texans signed by the Sooners. 


BOTTOM LINE: |f teams in the Big 12 were hoping to close 
the talent gap with the Sooners, they didn’t do it. The Sooners’ strong 
showing in Texas is Oklahoma’s second-best since Stoops took over 
in Norman. The only negative for OU rests in its relatively lackluster 
performance outside of Texas and Oklahoma. 


OVERVIEW/: Mack Brown has this recruiting thing down pat. No, 
the Longhorns didn’t lasso their usual top-10 class, but they clearly have 
their act in order. Of the 20 prospects who signed, 12 were ranked at least 
four-star pores ay Oklahoma fared as well among Big 12 teams. 

{EADLINER: With two of the past three Thorpe Award 
trophies readogt in v Austin, it's only natural for the Longhorns to attract 
some of the nation’s best recruits to their secondary. They didn’t have 
to go far for Aaron Williams, who is from Round Rock (near Austin). 
Williams is a 6-1, 175-pounder with 4.4 speed who was the state’s 
top-rated defensive back. 


SLEEPER: Emmanuel Acho was lightly regarded because of 
his private-school background, but he showed signs of being among 
the state’s most talented linebackers. And being a sleeper isn’t new to 
the family. The same was said of his brother Sam, a 2007 Longhorn 
recruit, who ended up playing surprising minutes last fall. 

BOTTOM LINE: The Longhorns got bit a little by Oklahoma's 
success in the state of Texas. But that seems to be a back-and-forth 
scenario that the national powers seem comfortable with these days. 
Texas used December and January to start on this year’s stout group 
— Texas already has 17 commitments for the class of 2009. 


ep 


OVERVIEW/: Dan Hawkins and his staff proved early that they 
could recruit on a high level. Following the 2006 season, in which they 


Colorado 
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RECRUITING 


won just two games, the Buffs signed the fifth-best 
class in the Big 12. Then, while playing a record number 
of freshmen, they earned bowl eligibility last fall. It allowed the 
staff to sell recruits on the possibility for early playing time and to sell 
a program on the rise. The 2008 class ranked 15th nationally, the 
school’s best since 2002. 


HEADLINER: Running back Darrell Scott is one of the most 
highly regarded prospects to ever sign with Colorado. A spectator at 
the Buffaloes’ final scrimmage this spring, Scott signed autographs 
and took pictures for nearly two hours. 


SLEEPER: Running back Rodney Stewart averaged 10.8 yards 
per carry as a senior. He also made a number of big plays as a kick 
and punt returner. It will be interesting to see if Stewart becomes part 
of the running back rotation. 


BOTTOM LINE: |f the Buffs continue to show improvement in 
terms of wins and losses, the staff will be in good position to continue 
stock-piling highly ranked prospects. But it won't be easy because they 
face a murderous 2008 schedule. It includes a three-week stretch in 
which they play West Virginia, Florida State and Texas. 
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OVERVIEW/: Mike Sherman is an old offensive line coach, 
so it should come as no surprise that — after evaluating film over the 
winter — he decided the lines on both sides of the ball needed re- 
stocking. Of the 24 recruits who signed, 11 are linemen (six offense, 
five PR 


}: The program had seen its ties to former players 
tattered pune ‘ane coach Dennis Franchione. The signing of Jeff 
Fuller, a gifted 6-4 receiver whose dad played in Aggieland before 
heading to the NFL, was a statement from Sherman. Fuller had com- 
mitted to Oklahoma before switching to the Aggies after Sherman's 
hiring. 

SLEEPER: Defensive lineman Eddie Brown is the type of local 
product — just down the road in Waller — that used to be a staple of 
A&M's program. The Aggies were able to swoop in in mid-January 
and steal Brown away from Nebraska. 


BOTTOM LINE: The recruiting class was almost a complete 
mess when Sherman arrived in January. But Sherman and his as- 
sistants worked diligently, relied on some old ties in the Texas high 
school coaching community and put together a better-than-expected 


group. 


So] 


OVERVIEW: \t was the best year in decades for Mizzou — 
not just on the field, where they won the Big 12 North, but also on 
the recruiting trail. The Tigers finished No. 25 in the country. In all, 23 
Prreper ese 


| NER: The biggest fish to jump on-board was five-star 
prospect Blaine Gabbert (6-5, 226). Gabbert is a blue-chip quar- 
terback with surprising mobility and a cannon for an arm. He was 
named the top high school senior at the Elite 11 quarterback camp 
last summer. 


SLEEPER: Injured much of his junior year, linebacker Will 
Ebner had a strong senior year and was unearthed by one of five 
Tigers coaches who recruit Texas exclusively. The primary competi- 
tion for Ebner was C-USA program Houston. 


BOTTOM LINE: The Mizzou coaching staff wants to close 
the state borders, and they signed six of the top eight prospects in the 
state. Mission accomplished. The coaching staff also wants Texas to 
be its second home, and they signed 12 prospects from the Lone Star 
State. Mission accomplished. 


OVERVIEW: For the second year in a row, Oklahoma State 
landed just outside of the Rivals.com top 25 in team recruiting rank- 
ings. It may be that no school did a better job of filling its needs than 
OSU, though. The eight-player junior college class likely is a one-time 
thing for the Cowboys under Mike Gundy, but it was needed to 
upgrade the defensive talent on hand. 
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TEADLINER: Four-star athlete Kye Staley will be an impact 
player for the Pokes; the question is where. He'll get a shot at running 
back first, but also could project to linebacker, safety or even an 
H-back role in the offense. 


SLEEPER: Wide receiver Justin Blackmon displayed a skill- 
set that OSU's offensive coaches covet. He also has the size (6-2, 
190) to have an impact when drills begin in August. An opportunity 
exists for a newcomer to emerge at wide receiver. 


BOTTOM LINE: Gundy and defensive coordinator Tim 
Beckman decided they needed to sign players who were capable of 
contributing immediately and, for the most part, that meant mining 
the junior college ranks. There are some high school gems as well, 
such as defensive backs Markelle Martin and Victor Johnson and 
defensive lineman Nigel Nicholas. 


Kansas State 


OVERVIEW: After a 5-7 finish in 2007, Ron Prince knew 
his program was in need of an immediate talent boost. He decided 
mining the junior colleges was the best way to go. K-State signed 19 
junior college prospects and will be counting on many of them to help 
out upon arrival in Manhattan. 


R: The Wildcats desperately need a true nose 
tackle to make their 3-4 defense effective, and that’s something the 
6-3, 322-pound Daniel Calvin could provide. The junior college star 
turned down Nebraska and Texas Tech, among others, in hopes of 
becoming an immediate starter at K-State. 


SLEEPER: \-State’s offensive line needs to improve under 
Prince, and junior college transfer Wade Weibert could play a big role up 
front after arriving on campus in time for spring practice. Even if Weibert 
doesn't start, he'll at least be expected to provide immediate depth. 

BOTTOM LINE: Despite the high number of junior college 
products, Prince says he put together a good 2008 class. If he’s right, 
the Wildcats should be back in a bowl this season. If the class doesn’t 
pan out, though, the pressure could start mounting on Prince. 


HEADLINE 


fing 


OVERVIEW/: When Bo Pelini was hired, he didn’t have a lot 
of time to solidify the previous regime's recruiting class. In fact, he 
was thrown to the wolves immediately, with 14 previous commitments 
eventually opting to sign elsewhere. But Pelini and his staff recovered 
well with a top-30 class — including the most Texas prospects signed 
by Nebraska in a decade — and several key pickups. 


—_ 


HEADLINER: There is no question five-star offensive tackle 
Baker Steinkuhler ais the way. The only debate is whether 
Steinkuhler will line up at offensive tackle, where he has plenty of 
long-term value, or play on the interior defensive line, where he 
starred in high school. 

SLEEPER: Kyler Reed will be one to watch this fall. He could 


be a big receiving threat as a tight end or H-back, something the 
Huskers have lacked. Reed’s production in high school could trans- 
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late to major-college ball earlier than many think. 


BOTTOM LINE: Despite several decommitments after 
Pelini’s hiring, he and his staff stuck with it coming down the 
stretch. A top-30 class considering the chaos that surrounded the 
program is quite a feat. The only real need they probably would 
have liked to address better was defensive tackle, where they 
only signed one prospect. 


OVERVIEW: Mark Mangino continues to take players without 
a lot of recruiting recognition and turn them into major contributors 
(and even stars) for his program. The 2008 class has a few recruits 
with more star power than previous years, thanks, no doubt, to the 
Jayhawks’ Orange Bowl campaign. A smaller group than many 
schools — 20 signees — amounted to just the No. 40 ranked class in 
the country, but the newcomers should help in the areas the program 
needed to address. 


4EADLINER: The star is running back Jocques Crawford. One 
of the biggest departs for the Jayhawks was senior running back 
Branden McAnderson. Crawford will be counted on to fill that void as 
well as add another level of explosiveness to the team’s offense. 


SLEEPER: lf all goes well for Darius Parish in the transition to 
college football, he could make an immediate impact on the defensive 
line. At 6-3, 325 pounds, Parish — from Wichita, Kan. — has the size 
to play in the Big 12. 


BOTTOM LINE: Winning the Orange Bowl and finishing 12-1 
in the 2007 season was a big accomplishment for the Jayhawks. The 
good news for Mangino is that he doesn’t have that many key losses 
from the team. The 2008 recruiting class addressed the positions of 
need and did it with players who can play immediately. 


OVERVIEW: Mike Leach’s recruiting classes gradually have 
gotten better and better during his tenure on the west Texas plains. Al- 
though this class was among the smallest he has signed, it’s functional 
because of the impact players the Red Raiders added to the defensive 
line from the junior college ranks. Leach also is particularly good at 
finding players that fit what he wants, and he thinks he did that again 
with this class. 


HEADLINER: There is no question that big expectations sur- 
round defensive end Brandon Sesay. There aren't many times when 
Tech can claim it signed a prospect with more than 70 scholarship 
offers, but that is the case here. Sesay is big enough to play on the 
inside and fast enough to play on the outside. Expect the junior college 
transfer to be used in about every way imaginable. 

SLEEPER: How quickly Cornelius Douglas can adjust to being 
a full-time receiver will determine how soon he'll get on the field. For 
the first time, he'll get to focus on perfecting just one craft, so he could 
prove to be a steal. 


BOTTOM LINE: With only 14 seniors, Leach had a limited 
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amount of scholarships to work with and wanted to use them carefully. 
The Red Raiders addressed some immediate needs on the defensive 
line and added a potential future starter at quarterback. Leach also 
landed the best running back he says he ever has signed. Tech also 
brought aboard several other complementary pieces. 


Baylor 


OVERVIEW/: New coach Art Briles had a short time to put 
together this class, but he was able to settle in nicely by grabbing 
quarterback Robert Griffin shortly after accepting the job. In the final 
days leading up to National Signing Day, he also snared the likes of 
Kendall Wright, Tracy Robertson, and Brandon Garrett to solidify 
“need” positions. 


HEADLINER: Kendall Wright is the guy most likely to see 
action from Day One. The wide receiver gives the Bears a playmaker 
they don’t currently have on the roster. And in Briles’ offense, Wright is 
likely to get the ball in a number of ways. 


SLEEPER: Cornerback Trentson Hill is a big athlete who 
comes in at a need position and is a prime candidate for early playing 
time. Considering he burst onto the recruiting scene late, he could 
really leave his mark as a true freshman. 


BOTTOM LINE: With a coaching change comes decommit- 
ments, and Baylor saw several prospects head elsewhere. But Briles 
and his staff were able to close on some solid prospects and were 
able to bring in the Bears’ highest-rated recruit in Griffin. They also 
won a few battles that went down to signing day, which is refreshing in 
Waco considering the past several years. 


OVERVIEW: Gene Chizik is being given time to build lowa 
State’s program in a planned and orderly fashion. After cobbling 
together a 2007 class that was almost half junior college prospects, 
Chizik and lowa State went almost exclusively with high school pros- 
pects in 2008. They have the same plan for 09. There’s a desire to 
win as soon as possible, but there is no selling out for a quick fix. lowa 
State will do it by developing its own talent. 

HEADLINER: It has to be Sedrick Johnson, the four-star 
receiver from Arp, Texas, who made an 11th-hour switch from Texas 
A&M to lowa State. That recruiting victory shows that the Cyclones are 
prepared to do battle with more-established programs when it comes 
to recruiting. 

SLEEPER: If depth becomes an issue in lowa State’s second- 
ary, cornerback Leonard Johnson is the likely candidate to step in. 
He’s athletic and said to be a quick study. 

BOTTOM LINE: The Cyclones didn’t put together an attention- 
getting class, but the staff feels they addressed their needs. lowa State 
didn't take many chances when it comes to academics or character, 
so there’s plenty of reason to believe attrition will be minimal. 
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Year of the QB Creates Tons of Optimism 


Te 2008 season shapes up as the 
year of the quarterback in the Big 12 
Conference. 

Only Iowa State will begin the season 
without a proven player at the position. 
Nebraska's Joe Ganz won't carry the tag of 
returning starter, but when given a chance 
in the final three games last season, he threw 
for almost 1,400 yards and 15 touchdowns. 

Missouri’s Chase Daniel, Kansas’ Todd 
Reesing, Texas Tech's Graham Harrell and 
Oklahoma's Sam Bradford could find them- 
selves in Heisman Trophy contention if they 
repeat their 2007 performances. 

Texas (Colt McCoy), Texas A&M (Stephen 
McGee) and Kansas State (Josh Freeman) 
return two-year starters at the position, and 
Oklahoma State's Zac Robinson is coming off 
a record-setting season. 


Big Ie South) 
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Baylor's Blake Szymanski threw for 2,844 
yards — and might find himself third-string 
this fall behind two talented newcomers. 

The Colorado coach’s son, Cody Hawkins, 
finished with 3,015 yards for the Buffaloes 
while showing increased maturity as the 
season progressed. 

“When you look at all the quarterbacks 
that are back,” OU coach Bob Stoops said, “it’s 
going to make the whole league strong.” 

No one will argue that Stoops has one 
of the nation’s best young quarterbacks in 
Bradford. All he did last season was lead the 
nation in passing efficiency and set an NCAA 
freshman record with 36 touchdown passes. 
He also had streaks of 22 (a school record) 
and 21 consecutive completions. 

Bradford will operate behind one of the 
best offensive lines in the country, and 


opponents will find the Sooners’ defensive 
front one of the toughest to penetrate. 
Concerns about having to reload at line- 
backer and in the secondary were eased 
by a strong showing in the spring that left 
Stoops raving. 

“We had some young guys step up in both 
those places and play like the way we've 
played in the past,” Stoops said. “Our sec- 
ondary had as consistent and solid a spring 
as we've had here.” 

The Sooners will open the season tagged 
as the favorites to represent the South 
Division in the Big 12 Championship Game 
for the seventh time in the past nine sea- 
sons. If Oklahoma makes it, the Sooners 
could find themselves in a rematch because 
2007 North Division champion Missouri is 
ready for another title run ... and not just at 


Big 12 Conference Picks ) 
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Lindy’s 2008 
ALL-BIG 12 Team 


OFFENSE - First Team : 


QB Chase Daniel Sr. Missouri 
RB Marlon Lucky Sr. Nebraska 
RB DeMarco Murray So. Oklahoma 
_ WR Michael Crabtree So. Texas Tech — 
| WR Jeremy Maclin So, — Missouri 


TE Brandon Pettigrew Sr. Oklahoma St. 


C Jon Cooper Sr. Oklahoma 

OL Duke Robinson Sr. — Oklahoma 

OL Cedric Dockery Sr. ‘Texas 
OL Phil Loadholt Sr. | Oklahoma — 
OL Louis Vasquez Sr. Texas Tech — 
AP Jeremy Maclin So, Missouri — 
K Jeff Wolfert Sr. Missouri - 


DL lan Campbell Sr. Kansas State. 


DL Auston English Jr. Oklahoma — 
DL George Hypolite - Sr. Colorado 
DL Brian Orakpo Sr. _ Texas. 
LB Joe Mortensen Sr. Kansas — 
LB Sean Weatherspoon Jr. Missouri 
LB Joe Pawelek Jr. Baylor 
DB William Moore Sr. Missouri 
DB. Nic Harris Sr. Oklahoma — 
DB Jordan Lake Jr. ‘Baylor — 
DB. Gary Chandler Sr. Kansas State 
~P dustin Brantly Sr. Texas A&M 


OFFENSE - Second Team ~Neem 


QB Graham Harrell Sr. Texas Tech f 
RB Michael Goodson Jr. Texas A&M 
RB Alexander Robinson So.  lowa State — 


a league championship. 

The Tigers return 10 starters on defense. 
Theyll have to fill holes on offense in 
the line, at running back and at tight 
end, although Chase Coffman is more than 
a capable replacement for Martin Rucker. 
Wide receiver Jeremy Maclin is a huge threat 
any time he touches the ball; he set an NCAA 
freshman record for all-purpose yardage by 
averaging 208.7 yards per game. 

Then there's Daniel, a Heisman finalist 
as a junior when he threw for 4,170 yards 
and 33 touchdowns while completing 69.7 
percent of his pass attempts. 

“If you go back and look at it, teams 
generally do well when their quarterback 
is playing well,” Missouri coach Gary Pinkel 
said. “We have good people around him, but 
your quarterback is generally the difference 
in taking your team to another level. Chase 
does that for us.” 

Missouri's only losses last season were 
to Oklahoma. The second cost the Tigers 
a chance to play in a BCS bowl, with 
that slot going to the surprising Kansas 
Jayhawks. They scaled new heights, fin- 
ishing off a 12-1 season with a Orange 
Bowl victory over Virginia Tech. It was 
Kansas’ first New Year’s Day bowl appear- 
ance in 39 seasons. 


‘Offensive 
Player of the 
Year 


Reesing gives Mark Mangino’s program 
a chance to continue moving forward, 
although replacing both tackles and running 
back Brandon McAnderson are offensive pri- 
orities, while the loss of Aqib Talib and James 
McClinton create concerns on defense. 

New Texas defensive coordinator Will 
Muschamp is being counted on to put some 
teeth into a defense that gave up more pass- 
ing yards than any Longhorns team since 
the school started compiling defensive sta- 
tistics in 1951. If Muschamp can put some 
fire back in that unit, Texas can make a run 
at Oklahoma. 

So can Texas Tech, where Harrell and All- 
American receiver Michael Crabtree headline 
a group that could be the best in Mike 
Leach’s nine seasons. 

Texas A&M has a new coach in Mike 
Sherman and enough talent to be produc- 
tive, while Oklahoma State has to shore up 
a defense that ranked 101st in total defense 
and offset the effectiveness of the nation’s 
seventh-best offense. 

Veteran Art Briles faces a mighty chal- 
lenge in taking over a Baylor team that went 
3-9 last season. “We're hunger and eager,” 
Briles said, “but we also play in the toughest 
conference in the country.” 

— Steve Pivovar 


WR Juaquin Iglesias Sr. Oklahoma 

WR Dez Bryant So, Oklahoma St. 

TE Chase Coffman Sr. | Missouri ay 

C  Ryan Cantrell Sr. Kansas — — _ 

OL Brandon Walker — Sr. Oklahoma | cease 1G. ARMY 

OL Jason Smith Sr. Baylor We Consens seam nm ; = = : 

OL Lydon Murtha Sr. Nebraska) Chase Daniel Michael Crabtree William Moore Darrell Scott 

OL Rylan Reed Sr. TexasTech QB, Missouri WR, Texas Tech DB, Missouri RB, Colorado 

AP Marcus Herford Sr. Kansas tele 

K Ryan Bailey Sr.) Texas us ; ; . —— 

wah ate 7S) «Most accurate passer Graham Harrell Texas Tech 

trl Strongest arm Josh Freeman Kansas State 

DL Stryker Sulak Sr. Missouri Best scrambler Zac Robinson Oklahoma State 

3 Kadota = acel Coolest in the clutch Todd Reesing, QB Kansas 

Ht. Brandon Willanis. ees That tech = Toughest to bring down Jovorskie Lane, FB Texas A&M 

LB. Rashad Bobino Sr. Texas Best hands Michael Crabtree, WR Texas Tech 

LB- James Holt Str “Kansas. i Most dangerous deep threat Michael Crabtree, WR Texas Tech 

LB - Ryan Reynolds Jr. Oklahoma ~ Best pass blocker Louis Vasquez, OT Texas Tech 

DB Allen Bell Jr. lowa State Best run blocker Phil Loadholt, OT Oklahoma 

DB Chris Harris i. So. Kansas Best pass rusher Auston English, DE Oklahoma 


Special teams demon 


Jeremy Maclin Missouri 


P Matt Fodge St. Oklahoma St. 
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Otome at Washington 


Kansas sate at Louisville 


Mier at Tea A&M 


September 2 


Virginia Tech at Nebraska 
Colorado at Florida State 
October 4 

Texas at Colorado 
Missouri at Nebraska 
October 11 

lowa State at Baylor 
Oklahoma vs. Texas (Dallas) 
Nebraska at Texas Tech 
October 18 

Kansas at Oklahoma 
Missouri at Texas 
October 25 

Texas Tech at Kansas 
November 1 

Nebraska at Oklahoma 
Texas at Texas Tech 
Kansas State at Kansas 
November 8 

Oklahoma at Texas ASM 
Kansas at Nebraska 


November 15 
November 13 


Texas at Kansas 

November 22 

Texas Tech at Oklahoma 
November 27 

Texas ASM at Texas 
November 28 

Colorado at Nebraska 
Novemb ber 29 

Oklahoma at Oklahoma State 
Kansas vs. Missouri (Kan. City) 


- Michael Crabtree 
- Duke Robinson 
. Jeremy Maclin 
. William Moore 


. Brian Orapko 
. Brandon Pettigrew 
10. Marlon Lucky 
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Intrastate rivalry makes for heated start to season. 
Sooners’ toughest non-conference test. 

Bill Snyder wouldn't have scheduled this one. 

Win over ‘Canes would provide confidence boost. 


After three cupcakes, things get tougher for Bo Pelini. 
Buffs often take on challenging non-conference foes. 


Trip to Boulder opens difficult league sked for Longhorns. 
Will Tigers break three-decade victory drought in Lincoln? 


League bottom-feeders get chance for a victory. 
When this isn’t huge, something's wrong in Norman or Austin. 
Huskers’ last visit to Lubbock ended in embarrassing rout. 


Jayhawks didn’t have to face Sooners last season. 
Following OU game, could this be a trap for Longhorns? 


Winner of this one shapes up as league's surprise team. 
Always a big one when old Big 8 rivals square off. 
Longhorns have struggled in recent visits to Lubbock. 
Even Toto gets excited about this one each year. 


Once-proud Wreckin’ Crew defense will have its hands full. 
Jayhawks hung 76 on Huskers in Lawrence last season. 


Another tough addition to the schedule that will test KU's mettle, 


Red Raiders shocked Sooners out of ‘07 national title chase. 
Classic match-up returns to Thanksgiving Day. 
Bow! eligibility could be on the line in this one. 


No one needs to ask why they call it the Bedlam Series. 
Civil War animosity still lingers between these old rivals. 


Texas Tech So. 
Oklahoma Sr. 
Missouri So. 


Missouri 


, 7 
Har hitter with good ; ‘size. 
A big final season would make his draft atoek soar. 


Would off-field problems be a concern? 


Oklahoma St. Sr. 
Nebraska Sr. 


Size and speed make him a Top 10 pick. 


Big 12 champ BCS 
(BCS title game if ranked No. 1 
or No. 2; otherwise Fiesta) 


Big 12#2 Cotton vs. SEC #2 or #3 
Big 12 #3 Holiday vs. Pac-10 #2 
Big 12 #4 “Gator vs. ACC 


Big 12 #4 or 5 Alamo Bowl vs. Big Ten No. 4 


Big 12 #5 *Sun vs. Pac-10 

Big 12 #6 Insight Bowl vs. Big 10 
Big 12 #7 Independence vs. SEC 

Big 12 #8 Texas vs. C-USA or Big East 


“The Gator must choose Big 12 teams twice in a four-year 
period to play an ACC team. When the Gator does not pick a Big 
12 school, the Sun Bowl then selects one to face a Pac-10 team. 


aos 


Dominating blocker has great athleticism for big man. 
Amazing 4.2 speed and all-purpose seis: 
Size and hit aay 


Has strong appeal as all-purpose back. 
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AROUND THE BIG 12 


Ten Good Reasons for Losing Sleep 


efensive coordinators around the Big 12 
Desiene had best catch up on their sleep 
during the summer. 

Once the season starts, their prospects for rest- 
less nights will increase tenfold. Ten teams return 
starting quarterbacks that triggered the offensive 
explosion that decimated many a defense last 
fall. 

What's more, during the spring, several schools 
experimented with no-huddle offenses, and others 
tweaked spread offenses that are migraines wait- 
ing to happen for coaches trying to stop them. 

Eight teams in the Big 12 finished last season 
ranked in the top 30 in scoring, while seven were 
among the top 20 in offensive production and six 
finished in the top 30 in passing offense. On the 
flip side, the Big 12 had just two teams ranked in 
the top 30 in total defense and just four in the top 
30 in scoring defense. 

Said Oklahoma State coach Mike Gundy: 
“Scoring is here to stay. We believe that you 
have to play good defense to win championships, 
but right now, kids want to be a part of spread 
offenses, catch balls and score points. I don’t see 
it going the other way.” 

Still, Gundy and his fellow coaches believe the 
upper hand offenses have on defenses these days 
is cyclical. 


“I can see defenses coming back in a big way at 
some point,” Kansas State coach Ron Prince said. 
“Defensive coaches will be innovative in coming 
up ways to counter what's happening.” 

Kansas coach Mark Mangino, whose Jayhawks 
were eighth nationally in offense, saw adjust- 
ments being made in the spring. 

“Watching our defense, they were picking up 
on the nuances of our offense,” Mangino said. 
“Practicing against our offense is going to make 
our defense better. Our coaches are figuring out 
ways to stop what we like to do. They/ll continue 
to come up with ways to combat things. 

“The game evolves. Defenses counter offenses; 
offenses counter defenses. It's a chess game 
played over a number of years.” 

Once someone figures out a way to slow down 
the spread, Missouri coach Gary Pinkel said, it 
won't take others long to copy it. 

“People in our business steal good ideas,” 
Pinkel said. “There are great defensive coaches 
out there. They'll try different things, and they 
figure things out eventually.” 


No lollygagging out there 

The trend to experiment with no-huddle offens- 
es is due, in part, to the 40-second play clock that 
will be used this fall. 


Under the new clock rule, similar to the 
National Football League, officials will start a 
40-second clock at the end of each play. That will 
replace the 25-second clock, which was started 
when officials marked the ball ready for play. 

Oklahoma coach Bob Stoops said his team is 
trying the no-huddle look to keep up with teams 
around the league. 

“Other offenses are snapping it quicker,” Stoops 
said. “We want to make sure we're getting the 
same number of tries at it, the same opportuni- 
ties.” 


Desperately seeking credibility 

Art Briles is the latest coach to tackle the 
unenviable task of trying to pump some life into a 
Baylor program that has experienced little success 
in the Big 12. 

The Bears are 11-85 all-time in league play, 
have finished last in the Big 12 South 10 times, 
and never climbed higher than fifth. They have 
not been bowl eligible for 13 seasons. 

Briles brought with him from the University 
of Houston a diversified offensive plan and an 
approach that keeps the focus off the Bears’ past 
failings. 

“T ask guys not even to think about what's 
happened here in the past,” Briles said. “We have 


Four-Year Standings 


This four-year snapshot makes it easy to see the South’s dominance, as only one team in the North — Missouri — has 


a winning conference record. There are some surging teams in the North, as well as on-going rebuilding jobs at Colorado, 


Nebraska and Kansas State, so maybe the four-year standings in 2012 won't be so one-sided. 


Big 12 South B12 Pet, AU Pct. «= CDW SOMO Comment 

Oklahoma 7. Tee) Se 5] Ee 1, et |. Poised to pull away from UT again? 

Texas 286 818 44-7 868 Vine Ay Losses to OU and A&M have precluded glory. 

Texas Tech “1913 «4594 84-16 = o8Dsititit Well ensconced as No. 3 team in South Division. = 
Texas A&M 17-15 0581 28-21 571 ie eae Just 7-24 after Halloween since turn of the century. 
Oklahoma State © 1220 375 2524 510 0/0 0 3 Stuck in very tough division .., tough to rise. 

Baylor 626 188 15-31 oo o oO Just haven't been able to keep up with brethren. 

Big 12 North BI2 Pet. AU Pct. «Ss Ch SOMO Comment 

Missouri 18-14 «562s «82-18 —Siiw—CitiéiT 0 3 Emerging in ultra-competitive (mediocre?) North. 
Kansas 15-17 469 «= 28-19 -Ss«4 i: et. 2 Look what one great year can do! 

Nebraska 15-17 «46902722 (ae Bo knows he's got to hit a HR, and soon. 

Colorado 15-17 489 «28-28 =~ Pu,o X38 Are Buffs back on the way up? Perhaps. 

Kansas State “1-210 8442-26 AAT ee aes | Fifth-year seniors have heen to only one howl. 

lowa State 11-21 34421-2788 oo o 2 Being in North means Cyclones can rise quickly. 
Note: M=Major Bowl (BCS); B=Bowls 
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to live in the present. What happened here four 
years ago has no effect on them or me. We're 
going to be judged by how we do today. 

“Tve told them the first thing we have to do is 
eam respect. We have to be credible on the field. 
We have to get them ready, put them on the field 
and tum them loose. We need to be productive.” 


Muschamp meshing with Texas 

One of Mack Brown's concern with hiring Will 
Muschamp as defensive coordinator is how it 
would affect the chemistry of his coaching staff. 
Muschamp has been stamped as one of the game's 
rising stars after his work at Louisiana State and 
Aubum. He also coached one season in the NFL 
with Miami. 

By the end of spring, Brown said he considered 
his initial fears unfounded. 

“Whenever you bring in a new coach that is 
considered a star, you wonder how it’s all going 
to work out,” said Brown, who brought Muschamp 
in with a $425,000 deal. “The three (defensive) 
coaches we had on staff have meshed well with 
Will. It really worked out well.” 


No time to be late 
New Texas A&M coach Mike Sherman's reasons 
for having digital clocks installed throughout the 


Aggies’ football complex were two-fold. 
Obviously, he wants his players to be on time. 
“If you have 110 players, and one player is 

a minute late for a meeting, that’s 110 minutes 

you've wasted,” Sherman said. 

“There's a certain degree of functionality to 
that. But it’s also about philosophy. We spend 
a lot of time talking about time with our play- 
ers — the time they spend on the field, the time 
they spend with family, the time they spend in 
the classroom. 

“We hit them over the head a lot about time, 
about how the clock is always ticking on them.” 


Reesing has Tough Act to Follow 

What does quarterback Todd Reesing have 
to do for an encore at Kansas? In his first 
year as a starter, Reesing led the Jayhawks to 
a 12-1 record, complete with a victory in the 
Orange Bowl, and he threw for a school-record 
3,486 yards. 

Reesing returms, but Kansas lost some talented 
members of his supporting cast, including lead- 
ing rusher Brandon McAnderson, receiver Marcus 
Henry and both offensive tackles. The Jayhawks 
will be counting on Reesing heavily this season, 
but coach Mark Mangino doesn’t want his junior 
star thinking he has to do it all. 


“T don’t expect him to put up obscene numbers, 
but I do expect another strong year,” Mangino 
said. 

“The biggest thing we don’t want is for him to 
feel he has to carry the offense on his back every 
play. We feel we have plenty of playmakers that 
make for a good supporting cast for Todd.” 


Notable 

* Oklahoma was counting on Mike Reed to pro- 
vide some help at linebacker where the Sooners 
lost All-American Curtis Lofton, but the much- 
hyped junior college transfer left the team in the 
spring. 

e What Big 12 team brings the longest streak 
of bowl eligibility into the 2008 season? Give 
yourself a hand is you answered Texas Tech, which 
is working on a 15-season string. 

e Kansas is hoping Jocques Crawford can 
provide some immediate help at running back. 
Crawford ran for 1,935 yards and scored 19 touch- 
downs at Cisco (Texas) Junior College. 

e Nebraska opens the season with five 
consecutive home games. That has happened 
only one other time (2005) since 1975. In all, 
the Huskers have eight home games, four on 
the road. 

— Steve Pivovar 


NFL teams loved Big 12 players in the 2008 Draft ... in the second round, anyway. After only KU cornerback Aqib Talib was called in the first 
round, seven Big 12 players were taken in the second round. Still, one first-rounder for the whole league? That's just another indication that 
2007 was not a great year for the Big 12. Only 29 players were selected overall (two more than last year's draft), and one-fourth of the teams 
didn’t have anybody picked. The league looks like it could have a respectable four or five first-rounders in the 2009 draft, but we'll see. 


4th (105) 
4th (111) 


Franklin, Will 
Rucker, Martin 


bay Colorado Pos Round (Over Mite Webraska 
0 Dizon, Jordon OLB 2nd (45) Detroit Lions Bowman, Zackary 
Q Wheatley, Terrence CB 2nd (62) New England Patriots Nicks, Carl 
~ Ruud, Bo 
Bowen, Alvin OLB 5th (147) Buffalo Bills shoma 
") Rubin, Ahtyba «= «DT. (190) Cleveland Browns Lofton, Curtis 
: Kelly, Malcolm 
Wy: Aes Re ee y Smith, Reggie 
Q Talib, Aqib CB Ast (20) Tampa Bay Buccaneers Patrick, Allen 
£ Collins, Anthony OT 4th (112) Cincinnati Bengals : 
c Fine, Derek TE 4th (132) Buffalo Bills Texas 
= Henry, Marcus WR 6th (171) New York Jets Sweed, Limas 
Ny — Charles, Jamaal 
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Q Nelson, Jor WR 2nd (36) Green Bay Packers Hills, Tony 
Q Jackson, Rob DE 7th (242) Washington Redskins Okam, Frank 
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CB 5th (142) Chicago Bears 
OT 5th (164) New Orleans Saints 
OLB 6th (197) New England Patriots 

~ Pas Wi team 
LB 2nd (37) Atlanta Falcons 
WR 2nd (51) Washington Redskins 
DB 3rd (75) San Francisco 49ers 
RB 7th (240) Baltimore Ravens 


“i Pi NFL Team, 

WR 2nd (53) Pittsburgh Steelers 
RB 3rd (73) Kansas City Chiefs 
TE 3rd (91) Green Bay Packers 

oT 4th (130) Pittsburgh Steelers 

DT 5th (151) Houston Texans 


Kansas City Chiefs Bennett, Martellus TE 2nd (61) Dallas Cowboys 
Cleveland Browns Wallace, Cody OL 4th (107) San Francisco 49ers 
Bryant, Red DI 4th (121) Seattle Seahawks 
Harrington, Chris DE 6th (185) Arizona Cardinals 
Clark, Corey OT 7th (234) San Diego Chargers 
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RATING THE BIG 12 


QUARTERBACKS 


a 
Cie ees 2 0 position in the Big 12 boasts more quality ) 
LF Missouri Niven quarterback. 


OT The league seems to have as many as five quarter- 


2, Oklahoma backs who could warrant Heisman consideration — 
i Missouri's Chase Daniel, Oklahoma's Sam Bradford, 
3. Texas Tech Texas Tech's Graham Harrell, Kansas’ Todd Reesing 
... and maybe Colt McCoy if he overcomes intercep- 

U, Kansas tion problems and leads Texas to a big year. 


Daniel's size might keep him from making an 
“S AlLeLLL er impact at the next level, but it hasn't kept him from 
5. Oklahoma st. being a difference-maker for the Tigers. A Heisman 
=> _ finalist last season, Daniel ranked fourth in the nation 


6. Texas in total offense while completing almost 70 percent 
of his passes. 
7. Kansas State Bradford has a great surrounding cast, but he set 
the bar high for an encore after a freshman season 
¢ 8. Texas AEM » in which he led the nation in passing efficiency. 


Harrell, at the controls of Texas Tech's potent 
offense for the third straight year, passed for more 
than 10,000 yards in the past two seasons. 
Sore. «Like Daniel, Reesing had to overcome questions 

10. Nebraska about his size coming out of high school. No one 
questions his toughness or ability to make things 


“9, Colorado. 


ee oe era I 
I]. Baylor happen, although matching last season's success 
might be difficult as Texas, Oklahoma and Texas 
12. lowa State Tech show up on the schedule this time around. 


RECEIVERS 


V Texas Tech i ser Tech is always well-stocked at this 
: Sle position, but Michael Crabtree makes this 
See __«gfoup even more special. Crabtree blazed onto the 


a ‘Missouri scene last season, becoming the first freshman to 
win the Biletnikoff Award. He set national receiving 
3. Oklahoma —records for a freshman with 134 catches for 1,962 
yards and 22 touchdowns. 
¢ U, Texas _ : The Red Raiders must replace steady Danny 
Amendola, but has experience with returning starters 
“G.Kansas Edward Britton and Eric Morris. 


Missouri had its own freshman phenom in Jeremy 


(aS, Maclin, who set an NCAA record for all-purpose yard- 
6. Oklahoma St. age by a freshman, averaging 208.7 yards per game. 


He averaged almost six catches and 79 receiving 


7. lows State yards a game while opponents held their breath every 
time he touched the ball. Chase Coffman no longer 
SS ee 


8. Colorado y ’ has to share the tight end spot with Martin Rucker. 
Oklahoma saw second-team All-Big 12 receiver 
an ‘ex, Malcolm Kelly bolt to the NFL, but the Sooners 
9. Texas ASM S eee 
possess more-than-capable talent in wide receivers 
Sa, Juaquin Iglesias and Manuel Johnson, and tight end 
‘10. Kansas State Jermaine Gresham, who set a school record for the 
position with 11 touchdown receptions. 
Quan Cosby and Jordan Shipley have combined 
for 163 career catches and figure to be Colt McCoy's 
12. Nebraska. ' _ favorite targets in Texas. 


Nl, lowa State 
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RUNNING BACKS 


Pe aN 


‘ 2. ‘Nebraska : 
73. Texas AEM 
U. lowa State 


5. Kansas 


“6, Oklahoma St. 
8. Missouri > 
(0. Kansas State) 
T. Colorado 


oO 
klahoma has lost a 1,000-yard rusher for 

@) the second season in a row, but no one 
around the Big 12 is feeling sorry for the Sooners. 

DeMarco Murray rushed for 764 yards and 
averaged six yards per carry as a freshman in 
spite of missing three games. He has depend- 
able backups in Chris Brown (611 yards, nine 
touchdowns) and Mossis Madu. Tight end Brody 
Eldridge is a devastating blocker when he lines 
up at fullback. 

Nebraska's Marlon Lucky considered turning pro, 
but returns to try to boost his draft stock. The senior 
is the league's top returning rusher with 1,019 yards, 
and his 75 catches for 705 yards were the most by 
a running back last season. He’s backed up by a 
promising young stable of backs that include Roy 
Helu and Quentin Castille. Their development allowed 
the Huskers to shift power-running Cody Glenn to 
linebacker in the spring. 

New Texas A&M coach Mike Sherman has tabbed 
Mike Goodson as the Aggies’ go-to back, with pow- 
erful Jorvorskie Lane taking on a more limited, true 
fullback, role. 

lowa State had three backs — budding star 
Alexander Robinson, J.J. Bass and Jason Scales — 
all rush for 100 yards in a game last season. 


OFFENSIVE LINE 


3. Texas Tech — 
—_——. 
‘ 4. Missouri 

(Eales 


B.Baulor 
Q, Colorado 
“TO. Kansas State? 
“Wexas AEM > 


12. lowa State 


— 
klahoma's ultra-talented group includes 

0: pair of potential NFL first-round picks in 
All-American guard Duke Robinson and mammoth 
tackle Phil Loadholt. Steady center Jon Cooper, 
guard Brandon Walker and tackle Branndon Braxton 
fill out a line that allowed just 14 sacks last season. 

Nebraska fielded one of the nation’s most productive 
offenses last season, but the Huskers could be shifting 
their emphasis from the air back to the ground. That 
shouldn't be a problem; Nebraska returns four linemen 
with extensive starting experience in Mike Huff, Jacob 
Hickman, Matt Slauson and Lydon Murtha. Hickman 
is learning a new position, shifting to center to replace 
two-year starter Brett Byford. 

Texas Tech also has extensive experience back 
from a line that surrendered just 18 sacks in 763 
pass attempts. Louis Vasquez, a two-year starter at 
guard, is the best of the bunch, although Rylan Reed 
showed his potential when he contained Virginia 
standout Chris Long before suffering an injury in the 
final quarter of the Gator Bowl. 

Kansas would have pushed for a higher standing 
had Anthony Collins opted to return for his senior 
season. But the Jayhawks do have strength in the 
middle with center Ryan Cantrell, and guards Chet 
Hartley and Adrian Mayes. 
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[ DEFENSIVE LINE J 


ackmaster Auston English anchors an 
Oklahoma line that is deep and talented from wy 
end to end. The Sooners also get back end John 

Williams after he was granted a sixth season of F \ 
eligibility after missing most of last season because ny 
of an Achilles’ injury. Williams started three of the 
first four games before being injured. f ) 
Missouri has to replace tackle Lorenzo Williams, / 
who often drew double teams and freed linebackers 

to make plays. But the Tigers return starting ends 

Tommy Chavis and Stryker Sulak (a second-team 
All-Big 12 pick who notched six sacks), and starting 
tackle Ziggy Hood. sy 
Texas Tech's defensive front should be strength- | 


~ > ened by the return of McKinner Dixon, who earned 


Freshman All-American honors in 2005 before 
spending the past two seasons in junior college. - 
He should mix well with a group that includes 
_ Brandon Williams, who led the team in sacks (six) 

‘and tackles for losses (12). 

No one is going to outsmart Kansas’ defensive 
ends, as Russell Brorsen and John Larson each 
earned Academic All-American recognition. They Hh} 
each started 13 games last season, as did tackle p 
Caleb Blakesley, but the Jayhawks do have to replace 
All-Big 12 tackle James McClinton. } 


illiam Moore headlines Missouri's cast of 
defensive backs that also includes strong 
safety Justin Garrett and cornerbacks Carl Gettis 
and Castine Bridges. Moore led the league with 
eight interceptions last season and was a sure- 
handed tackler, finishing with 115 stops (eighth in 
the Big 12). i 
Kansas lost All-American Aqib Talib a year early to 
~ the NFL, but the Jayhawks return starters in corner- 
back Chris Harris, the Big 12's Defensive Newcomer 

of the Year, and safeties Darrell Stuckey and Patrick 

Resby. Harris grew up in a hurry because most of } 

KU's opponents steered clear of throwing in the ai 
_ direction of Talib. v1 

Texas A&M has a wealth of experience, includ- = 

ing three players — Jordan Pugh, Alton Dixon and . 

Devin Gregg — who finished among the top 40 in 

the league in tackles. Pugh’s 90 tackles were the 
_ second-most by a defensive back in the league last 
season. 

Darcel McBath and Jamar Wall provide stability to 
Texas Tech’s secondary. McBath has recorded 148 
tackles and five interceptions in his two seasons as 
the starter at free safety. Wall had a breakout sopho- 
more season, recording five interceptions. 
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Sooners Flex Their Muscles at the Line of Scrimmage 


"i LINEBACKERS 


eZ Kr. three returning starters — Joe 
vies eae Mortensen, Mike Rivera and James Holt — 


| 


\ 


" 


a? 


combined for 285 tackles last season. Mortensen, 
. "who finished second in the league with 15 tackles 
for losses, earned first-team All-Big 12 recognition, — 
while Rivera and Holt garnered honorable mention. 
Missouri also returns its three starters — 


“UOklahoma All-Big 12 first-teamer Sean Weatherspoon, Brock 


Christopher and Van Alexander. Weatherspoon 
finished fifth in the league with 127 tackles, while 


‘ S. Kansas State Christopher was 14th with 103. There is some health 


concerns as Weatherspoon (shoulder) and Alexander 
(knee) will be coming off surgery. 

One reason for Texas Tech’s defensive surge in 
the final eight games of the season was the develop- 
ment of the Red Raiders’ young linebacking crew. 

7 Brian Duncan moves from the strongside spot to the 
_ middle, while Marlon Williams, the team's second- 
leading tackler, holds down the weakside spot. 

Ryan Reynolds moves to the middle for Oklahoma 
to replace Big 12 Defensive Player of the Year Curtis 
Lofton. If Reynolds can stay healthy, he has the 
talent to make a big impact. The Sooners are also 
counting on some immediate help from highly rated 
newcomers, including redshirt freshman Austin Box 


2. Nebraska > and junior college transfer Mike Balogun. 


Reka 
ts a. % 
a 

rs = 
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SPECIAL TERMS 
issouri’s Jeremy Maclin is one of the most © 
dangerous return men in the country, scor- 

ing three times last season on returns. One was a 
~ 99-yard kickoff return, and he finished second in 


___ the Big 12 in punt returns with a 12.3-yard average. 


The Tigers also return Jeff Wolfert, the second- 
team All-Big 12 kicker. 


(Nebraska Wolfert made 84 percent of his field-goal attempts 


__ (21 of 25) and all of his conversion kicks while lead- 
, _ ing Big 12 kickers in scoring (130 points). 

Justin Brantly, the second-team All-Big 12 punter, 
and kicker Matt Szymanski form a solid duo at Texas 
A&M. Brantley finished as the conference's second- 

leading punter last season, averaging 44.2 yards with 

a long kick of 67 yards. Szymanski finished seventh 

in the league in kick scoring, but needs to improve 
his accuracy on longer field goals. 

Kansas State features speedy Deon Murphy, who 
averaged 17.5 yards per punt return last season. 
Brooks Rossman converted 22 of 28 field goal 
attempts last season but isn’t guaranteed to hold off 
Josh Cherry. 

Nebraska has accurate placekicker Alex Henery, 
solid punter Dan Titchener and strong-legged kickoff — 
man Adi Kunalic, who had the best touchback per- 
centage in the nation. 
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. BIG 12 YEAR IN REVIEW 


ALL-BIG 12 TEAM 


THE RACE 

This didn’t quite go as advertised, with Oklahoma and its brand new 
quarterback overtaking Texas in the South (including a 28-21 victory 
over the Longhorns) ... while the North race was totally off the charts. 

It wasn’t-a surprise that Missouri was challenging for the division title 
— especially given the epic collapse of the Nebraska defense and the Bill 
Callahan era — but Kansas? The Jayhawks, led by the surprising savvy 
of quarterback Todd Reesing, zoomed through the schedule (granted, not 
the toughest) to an 11-0 mark. That set up a monstrous game between 
No. 2 Kansas and No. 4 Missouri to end the regular season. 

The Tigers held off a fourth quarter-comeback to win 36-28 to earn the 
tiebreaker against Kansas as both teams finished 7-1 in conference play. 
From there, Missouri was only a victory away from the BCS national title 
game, but the Sooners had their say one more time. Oklahoma beat Missouri 
for the second time, winning 38-17 in the Big 12 Championship Game. 


THE CHAMPION 

Preseason uncertainty at quarterback tempered expectations for the 
Sooners, and a loss to Colorado in the Big 12 opener didn’t change that 
view. But the new quarterback, redshirt freshman Sam Bradford, was 
way better than anyone could have expected, and the Sooners got on 
a roll by beating Texas a week later. 

Texas Tech dashed any national championship hopes for Oklahoma 
with a 34-27 home victory on Nov. 17. Bradford suffered a concussion 
early in the game and did not return, while the Red Raiders’ Graham 
Harrell threw for 420 yards and two touchdowns among his staggering 
72 pass attempts. 

The Sooners recovered to add to the chaos, beating Missouri in the Big 
12 title game to knock the Tigers out of the BCS Championship Game. 

The Sooners won their fifth conference title of the decade, becoming 
the first team to win back-to-back Big 12 crowns. 


THE STARS 

Offensive Player of the Year: Chase Daniel, QB, Missouri 

Daniel's fiery leadership and freelance skills were on full display, as 
he nearly led Missouri to the national championship game. He was in 


total control of the Tigers’ high-powered spread. 
Defensive Player of the Year: Jordan Dizon, LB, Colorado 


With great instincts, the four-year starting linebacker became the 
first Colorado player to win Big 12 Defensive Player of the Year honors. 
He was credited with 114 solo tackles (tops in the nation) and his aver- 


age of 12.46 tackles per game was second in the country. 
Coach of the Year: Mark Mangino, Kansas 


Patience in Mangino paid off in his sixth season. The Jayhawks 
had mostly been hovering around .500 for the previous four seasons. 
Then came last year’s magic. 


THE BOWLS 

If there were doubts about league's “Cinderellas” — Missouri and Kansas 
— the postseason should have erased those. In all, the Big 12 won five of 
its eight bowls. 


Fiesta West Virginia 48, Oklahoma 28 
Orange Kansas 24, Virginia Tech 21 
Gator Texas Tech 31, Virginia 28 
Cotton Missouri 38, Arkansas 7 
Holiday Texas 52, Arizona State 34 
Insight Oklahoma State 49, Indiana 33 
Alamo Penn State 24, Texas A&M 17 
Independence Alabama 30, Colorado 24 


(as selected by the league coaches) 
OFFENSE - First Team 
RB__Dantrell Savage Oklahoma State 
RB__ Jamaal Charles _ Texas 
FB. Brody Eldridge ‘Oklahoma 
WR_ Jordy Nelson Kansas State 
WR Jeremy Maclin __—_‘Missouri 
WR Michael Crabtree _ Texas Tech 


TE Brandon Pettigrew Oklahoma State 
QL__Anthony Collins _ Kansas _ 
OL Adam Speiker Missouri 
OL__ Duke Robinson Oklahoma 
OL Tony Hills Texas 
OL Cody Wallace Texas A&M 
PK Alex Trlica Texas Tech 


KR/PR Jeremy Maclin Missouri 


DEFENSE - First Team 

DL __ George Hypolite Colorado 
DL James McClinton __Kansas 
DL lan Campbell Kansas State 
DL__Lorenzo Williams Missouri 


DL Auston English Oklahoma 


LB Jordon Dizon Colorado 
1B _Joe Mortensen Kansas 
LB CurtisLofton ‘Oklahoma 


DB_ Terrence Wheatley Colorado_ 
DB Agib Talib Kansas. 
DB _ Nic Harris Oklahoma 


DB Reggie Smith Oklahoma. 
‘DB Marcus Griffin Texas 


P___Tim Reyer Kansas State 


THE STANDINGS 
NORTH 


OFFENSE - Second Team 


QB Todd Reesing Kansas 


QB Graham Harrell Texas Tech 
Kansas 


RB __ Brandon McAnderson as 
RB MarlonLucky —_—_—Nebraska 
FB Chris Alexander__Texas A&M 
WR Marcus Henry _ _ Kansas 


WR_ Malcolm Kelly Oklahoma 
‘WR Adarius Bowman Oklahoma State 


TE Martin Rucker_ Missouri 
OL Tyler Polumbus Colorado 
OL Carl Nicks Nebraska 


OL Phil Loadholt Oklahoma 
OL__ Brandon Walker Oklahoma 


OL David Koenig Oklahoma State 
PK Jeff Wolfert Missouri 
PK Garrett Hartley Oklahoma 
KR/PR Marcus Herford Kansas 


DEFENSE - Second Team 


DL __ Stryker Sulak _Missouri_ 
DL_Demarcus Granger Oklahoma. 
DL__Nathan Peterson Oklahoma State 
DL__Derek Lokey __ Texas 
DL__Frank Okam_ Texas 


DL Chris Harrington Texas A&M 
LB__ Alvin Bowen lowa State_ 
LB Sean Weatherspoon Missouri 
LB Misi Tupe Texas A&M 
DB Jordan Lake Baylor 
DB Justin McKinney Kansas State 


DB Cornelius Brown Missouri 
DB_ William Moore __ Missouri 
DB DJ. Wolfe Oklahoma 


P___Justin Brantly Texas A&M 


W-L PCT. PF PA WL PCT PF PA 


Missouri 71875 335181122857 558326 
Kansas s7-1— 875318 Ss 16912-1923 556213 
Colorado 4-4 500 238 276 6-7 462 355 383 
Kansas State 3-5 375285278 TWIT 
Nebraska 2-6 250 257 «3397 MITA 
lowaStale 2-6 250141 28S 39250218 S387 
SOUTH 

WL PCr PF PA WL PCT PF PA 
Oklahoma 6-2 .750 280 172 11-3 £786 §92 284 
Texas 5-3 625-284 = 22310-3789 48h «S329 
Texas Tech 4-4 =500 273 238 9-4 692 §32 337 


TexasAaM = 4-4 500190213 
Oklahoma State 4-4 500 283 266 
Baylor 


76 538 363 «337 
76 538450384 
08 000 108 = 3523-9250 2B 


96 Linoy's Sports Annuats 


WUWLW.LINDYSSPORTS.COM 2008 


7 


INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 


\ 2007 BIG 1l2 LEADERS 


PASS EFFICIENCY G ATT CMP INT PCT. YDS TD RATING _INTERCEPTIONS G INT YDS 1 LONG __INT/G 
1. Sam Bradford, Oklchoma 14 341 237 «8 695 3121 36 ©1765 1. William Moore, Missouri 14 8 61 1 2% 0.57 
2. Graham Harrell, Texas Tech 13.713 512 14 71.8 5705 48 157.3 2. Terrence Wheotley, C WS 65 1 35 0.45 
3. Zac Robinson, Oklahoma State 13 333 201 499 604 2624 23 1490 3. Brandon Foster, Texos 13) 85 5 2 39 0.42 
4, Todd Reesing, Kansas 13 446 276 «867 619 3486 33 ©1488 4. Agib Talib, Kansas 135 195 2 100 0.38 
5. Chase Daniel, Missouri 14 563 384 11 682 4306 33 147.9 Justin Thorton, Kansas 13 iS 74 0 30 0.38 
6. Colt McCoy, Texas 13 424 276 18 65.1 3303 22 139.2 Jacob Lacey, Oklchoma State 13. «5 62 1 39 0.38 
7. Sam Keller, Nebraska 9 325 205 10 631 2422 14 1337 Jamar Wall, Texas Tech 19 es 9 0 9 0.38 
8. Josh Freeman, Kansas State 12 499 316 11 633 3353 18 1273 8. Chris Singleton, lowa State 12) Wd 37 | 21 0.33 
9. Cody Hawkins, 13 463 263 «417 568 3015 22 1198 Chris Carney, Kansas State zg 14 ) 14 0.33 
10. McGee, Texas A&M 13 364 211 8 580 2311 12 1178 10. Marcus Grifin, Texas 1304 91 1 91 0.31 
RUSHING Goan NET __AVG YDS/G SCORING G 1 XT FG 2xP PIS _—~PIS/G 
1. Charles Jamaal, Texas 13-258 «= «1619's is 18 124.5 1. Michael Crabtree, Texas Tech 13). 5°20 0 o 0 132 10.2 
2.Dantrell Savage, Oklahoma Site 11 «-223'=S's«d‘_ss—i‘ié«* CT 9 1156 2, Jeff Wolfert, Missouri Ta) HOGMGe) B21" 20 130 93 
3. James Johnson, Kansas State 12 174 1106 64 12 92.2 3, Scott Webb, Kansas Teh Oy Ws". “ne, So 120 92 
4, Hugh Charles, Colorado 12 199 1058 5.3 8 88,2 4, Brooks Rossman, Kansas State 12 0 44 22 0 110 9.2 
5. Tony Temple, Missouri 12 186 ©=1089— (ii 12 86.6 5, Ryan Bailey, Texas 13) 0. (58) “AB. VG 112 86 
6, Bra McAnderson, Kansas 13 19 1125 8659 16 86.5 6. Jamaal Charles, Texas 13) 18° 90 0 0 108 83 
7. Marlon Lucky, Nebraska 12 206 1019 49 9 84.9 7. DeMarco Murray, nN 15 0 0 oO 90 8.2 
8. Allen Patrick, Oklahoma 13 173 1009 «© 58 8 776 8. Alex Trlica, Texas Tech 18 ae né70 | 1a 106 8.2 
9. DeMarco Murray, Oklahoma We 127 764 6.0 13 69.5 9. Jorvorskie Lane, Texas A&M 13)) ZY £0 0 2 104 8.0 
10. Stephen McGee, Texas A&M 13 18) 899 5.0 5 69.2 10. Garret Harfley, Oklahoma ey awh eral PSEA 10 79 
TOTAL OFFENSE G RUSH PASSPLAYSTOTAL YDS/G  PUNTING G PUNTS YDS AVG RECEIVING YDS/GAME G REC YDS 1 YDS/G 
1. Graham Harrell, Texas Tech 13-91 5705 751 5614 431.8 1. Tim Reyer, Kansas State 12 58 2583 44.5 1. Michae! Crabtree, Texas Tech 13-134 1962 22 =©150.9 
2. Chase Daniel, Missouri 14 253 4306 672 4559 325.6 2. Justin Brantly, Texas A&M «12,»«56. (2475. 44,2 2. Jordy Nelson, 12 122 1606 11 1338 
3. Colt McCoy, Texas 13 492 3303 538 3795 291.9 3. Jonathan LaCour, Texas Tech 12 29 1236 426 3. Danny Amendola, Texas Tech 13 109 1245 6 958 
4, Todd Reesing, Konsos -«13.—«(197 3486 538.3683 2833 4. Matt Fodge, Oklchoma State 13 51 2164 42.4 4, Adarus Bowman, Stole 11 67 1006 8 915 
5, Zac Robinson, Oklahoma State 13 847 2824 473 3671 282.4 —_5. Dan Titchener, Nebraska 12 49 2023 41.3 5, Marcus Henry, Kansas 13 54 1014 10 78.0 
6. Josh Freeman, Kansas State 12 -40 3353 552 3313 276.1 6, Justin Moore, Texas 10 34 1395 41.0 6. Jeremy Maclin, Missouri 14 80 1055 9 75.4 
7. B Szymanski, Baylor 11 98 2844 522 2942 267.5 7. Matthew Dilallo, Colorado 13» 64 2550 39.8 7. Maurice Purify, 57 814 9-740 
8, Sam Keller, Nebraska 9 -78 2422 350 2344 260.4 8, Mike Brandiner, lowa State 12 69 2721 39.4 Bi tees Bias 12 52 79 5 649 
9. Stephen McGee, Texas ASM 13 899 2311 545 3210 246.9 9. Derek Epperson, Baylor 12 66 2579 39.1 yaad warp ne i be any ane 
10. Cody Hawkins, Colorado 13. -27 3015 505 2988 229.8 10. Kyle Tucker, Kansas 13 46 1788 38,9 . Dexton Fields, Kansas 4S s 


TEAM STATISTICS 


TOTAL OFFENSE G PLAYS YDS AVG/P TD YDS/G TOTAL DEFENSE G_PLYS YDS AVG TD  YDS/G _ KICKOFF RETURNS G RET YDS ~ 1D AVG 
1, Texas Tech 13 1009 6885 68 69 529.6 1. Kansas 13° 929 «4125 4.4 25 3173 1, Oklahoma 14 56-1583 2 28.3 
2. Missouri 14 1112 6864 62 63 490.3 2. Oklahoma 14 951 4737 50 34 338.4 2. Kansas 13 39 983 2 25.2 
3. Oklahoma State 13 978 6322 65 56 486.3 3, Texos Tech 13° 983 4750 48 39 365.4 3, Texas A&M 13 48 1130 Ov 23:5 
4, Kansas 13 988 6237 63 66 479.8 4, Texas 13 942 4825 5.1 35 371.2 4, Missouri 14 49 1143 } <233 
5. Nebraska 12 898 5619 63 50 468.2 5, Missouri 14 1036 5305 5.1 38 3789 5, Texas 13 50. (1145 Th 22.9: 
6, Texas 13. 975 6018 62 57 4629 6, 13 899 5061 56 45 389.3 6. Colorado 13 66 = 1506 0 228 
7. Oklahoma 14 975 6285 64 73 448.9 7. lowa State 12 812 4684 58 44 3903 7. Texas Tech 13 48 1053 oO 219 
8. Kansas State 12 861 5018 58 44 418.2 8. Kansas State 12 877 4807 5.5 43 400.6 8. Nebraska 12 74 (1619 YB 
9. Texas A&M 13. 952 5161 54 45 397.0 9. Texos A&M 13. 927 5405 58 42 4158 9, Oklahoma State 13 551145 120.8 
10. Colorado 13 961 4921 5.) 41 3785 10. Oklohoma State 13 972 5759 59 49 443.0 10, Kansas State 12 52 1026 | 19.7 
11. Baylor 12 859 4215 4.9 28 351.2 i, r 12 930 5539 60 50 461.6 11, Baylor 12 60 = 1132 1 18,9 
12. lowa State 12 896 3923 44 25 326.9 12. ska 12 941 5722 61 58 4768 12, lowa State 12 57 1056 0 185 
SCORING OFFENSE G TD XP 2XP DXP FG SAF PTS AVG SCORING DEFENSE G TD XP 2XP DXP FG SAF PTS AVG PUNT RETURNS G RT YDS 1D _AVG 
1. Kansas 1372 66 0 O 18 2 556 428 1. Kansas 13.27 24 2 0 7 1 213 164 1, Konsas State 12 34766 Ee ee 
2. Oklahoma 1480 71 0 O 13 1 592 423 2. Oklahoma 14 34 33 1 #O 15 0 284 203 2. Missouri 14 26 =: 307 2 118 
3. Texas Tech 13 70 67 2 O 13 1 532 40.9 3. Missouri 14 43 33 0 O 11 1 326 233 3. Texas Tech 13 4) 474 0 11.6 
4, Missouri 14 70 67 2 O 21 2 558 39.9 4, Texos 13 40 36 4 O 15 0 329 253 4,C 13 40 «441i 0 103 
5. Texas 13 62 58 0. 0 18 0 484 37.2 5. Texas A&M N32 43) PSP) TLE OG 2s 1S 37ni25,9) 5. Texas 13 20 182 0 9.1 
6.Konsas Stole 12 51 46 2 O 22 0 422 35.2 5. Texas Tech 13 42 42 0 O 13 2 337 259 6. Oklahoma State 13 25) 41205 1 8.2 
7. Oklahoma State 13 60 58 1 0 10 0 450 34.6 7, Colorado 13 47 40 2 O 19 0 383 29.5 7, Baylor 12 25 ~=—208 0 8.1 
8. Nebraska 1253 46 5 0 9 O 401 334 8. Oklahoma State 13 50 46 1 O 12 0 384 29.5 8. Nebraska 12 18 139 0 77 
9, Texas A&M 13 45 40 2 O 15 2 363 27.9 9. Kansas Stole 12 48 46 0 O 12 0 370 308 9, Oklahoma 14 45 340 0 7.6 
10. Colorado 13 44 41 1 O 16 0 355 27.3 10. lowa State 12 50 4 1 #0 11 0 38) 318 10, Kansas 13 S68 #2157 2 6.0 
11. Baylor 12 29 26 0 0 60 218 182 11. Baylor 12 54 54 0 O 22 0 444 37.0 11. Texos A&M 13 24 129 0 5.4 
11. lowa State 12.27 26 0 O 10 0 218 182 12. Nebraska 12 60 53 0 O 14 0 455 379 12, lowa State 12 12 39 0 3.2 
RUSHING OFFENSE G AT NET AVG TD YDS/G RUSHING DEFENSE G AT NET AVG. 1D YDS/G PUNTING G NO, YDS AVG/P_PR AVG TB NET/P 
1. Oklahoma Stale 13 592 3161 53 30 243.2 1. Texas 13 425 1216 «29 12 «© 93.4 J Texas ABM 13. 58 2536 43.7 104 1.8 8 39.2 
2. Texas A&M 13 576 275) 48 31 2116 2. Kansas 13 401 1232 3.1 8 94.8 2. Kansas Stole 12 58 2583 44.5 208 3.6 6 38.9 
3) Texas 13 539 2698 50 35 2075 3. Oklahoma 14 462 1544 33 17 110.3 3. Oklahoma 14 54 2312 428 249 46 3 37.) 
4. Oklahoma 14 574 2670 47 34 1907 4. Missouri 14 476 1709 36 20 122.1 4. Nebraska 12 51 2055 40.3 142 28 3 363 
Benes 13 512 2454 48 30 188.8 5. Colorado 13 424 1664 3.9 18 128.0 5, Texas Tech 13 30 1229 41.0 120 40 2 3546 
A Minoan 14 530 2467 47 29 176.2 6. lowa State 12 413 1633 40 20 #1361 6. Colorado 13 67 2622 39.1 206 3.1 4 349 
7.Nebraska 12 417 1733 42 19 1444 7. Kansas State 12 464 1699 37 16 141.6 7. Texas 13 52 204) 39.2 196 38 2 347 
8. Colorado 13 485 1875 39 19 1442 8. Oklahoma Stote 13 490 2025 4.1 22 1558 8. lowa State 12 69 2721 39.4 186 27 7 347 
9) Kansos State 12 351 1593 4.5 23 1328 9. Texas A&M 13 490 2092 43 20 1609 9. Oklahoma State 13 52 2187 42.1 309 59 4 3446 
10. lowa State 12 473 1484 3.1 16 1237 10. Texas Tech 13 577 2301 40 18 177.0 10, Kansas _ 13 51 1949 38.2 166 3.3 8 318 
11. Baylor 12 298 934 31 5 778 11. Baylor 12 498 2188 44 29 182.3 1). Missouri VA 56 2008 35.9 126 22 6 31.5 
12. Texas Tech 13 246 771 3) 18 59.3 12. Nebraska 12 532 278 52 38 2322 12. Baylor 12 73 2825 38.7 505 69 3 31.0 
PASS OFFENSE G ATT CMP INT PCT, YDS TD YDS/G PASS DEFENSE G ATT CMP INT PCT. YDS TD YDS/G  TURNOVERMARGIN G_ + FUM+INT+TOT FUM-INT -TOT-MAR 
1, Texas Tech 13 763 544 15 71.3 6114 51 470.3 1. Texas Tech 13 406 223 10 54.9 2449 21 188.4 1 Kansos 19 12 23, 35 Mejiiyyal 421 
2. Nebraska 12 481 296 17 61.5 3886 31 323.8 2. Kansas 13 528 303 23 57.4 2893 17 222.5 2. Missouri 14 16 17 33 7 13 2 +13 
3. Missouri 14 582 394 13 67.7 4397 34 314.1 3. Oklahoma = 14 489-295 19 60.3 3193 17 2281 3) 4 9 19 2B OW) 8 8 
4, Kansas 13 476 302 7 63.4 3783 36 291.0 4. Nebraska 12 409 236 8 57.7 2936 20 244.7 4, Texas ASM 13° (16 (8: (24 SESMOINVAE -47. 
5. Kansas State 12 510 322 12 63.1 3425 21 285.4 5, lowa State 12 399 278 10 69.7 3051 24 254.2 5. Kansas State 12 9 17 2% 0 12 22 +4 
6, Baylor 12 561 309 27 55.1 3281 23 273.4 6, TexosA&M 13 437-269 B 61.6 3313 22 254.8 6: Texas 13.410 17 2 8 18-26 +1 
7. Oklchoma 14 401 270 9 67.3 3615 39 258.2 7. Missouri 14 560 347 17 62.0 3596 18 256.9 7. Oklahoma State 13 7 12 19 12:10 22 -3 
8. Texas 13 436 277 18 63.5 3320 22 255.4 8. Kansas State 12 413 248 17 60.0 3108 27 259.0 8. Colorado 13 7 16 23 WiOmianeme <4 
9. Oklohoma State 13 386 229 10 59.3 3161 26 243.2 9. Colorado 13 475 273 16 57.5 3397 27 261.3 9. Texas Tech 13 «= «10 «21 «Wietaee, <5 
10. Colorado 13 476 267 17 56.1 3046 22 234.3 10. Texas 13 517 314 17 60.7 3611 23 2778 10. lowa State 12 8 10 18 W142 7 
11. lowa State 12 423 254 14 60.0 2439 9 203.2 ‘11. Baylor 12 432 280 10 648 335) 21 279.2 1), Nebraska 12 3 8 No WW 28 -17 
12. Texas A&M 13 376 214 8 56.9 2410 14 185.4 12. Oklahoma State 13 482 310 12 64.3 3734 27 287.212. Baylor 12-9 10 19 1 2 37 -18 
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BY MARK WANGRIN LEAGUE'S a 
ant atone yo twed tw tears PENDULUM HAS 


that formed the Big 12. Just plain 


loved them. aOR tas 
Touchdowns meant something. Plunges S W U IN CS W A ee A A AY bya 
eee 


into the two-gap, old-fashioned dig-it-out, 
leg-pumping ground-bound offense ‘got pul- roy 
ses throbbing. Blood and grass stains, goal- OV F R TE) TH F ‘ie 
line. stands, every allowed first down. a.blow ei ot nae 
to the heart of any self-respecting defensive 
coordinator ... dadgum, THAT was football. 

Defense was king. The mantra was “If you (= 3 
score you might win —. if they don’t score Pr 
you can't lose.” 

Yes, a mantra ....not a punch line: Not like 
it is now. 

Now it’s more like, “If you score 40 you might 
win — if they don’t-score.40 you can’t lose.” 

This is the conferénce whose predecessors 
gave us the Wishbone, and Blackshirt defen- 
se, some of the greatest defensive players in 
college football history, and’ scores.‘ that 
Major League baseball: teams. now claim as 
fine pitching efforts. 

Yup, and it’s the same! conference: that 
last season was the highest scoring league 
in college football. 

“IT could:never imagine,” said Kansas State 
coach Ron Prince,.“that scoring 36 points 
a game would be sixth in the league.” 

“The scoring,” said Oklahoma State coach 
Mike Gundy, “is here to stay.” 

Let that sink in for a moment: 

Big 12 teams averaged 33.4 points a game. 
The best scoring defense in the. league, 
Kansas, allowed 16.2 points agame. A defen- 
sive coordinator who comes to the Big 12 and 


PHOTO 8Y: DENNIS HUBBARD/ICON SMI 


shuts people down. can'write his own head i 
coaching ticket (see Pelini, Bo; Chizik, Gene; : 
Robinson, Greg). If you can’t, no worries, Texas Tech Red Raiders quarterback Graham Harrell 


launches a pass during Tech's 49-45 loss to the 
Oklahoma State Cowboys at Boone Pickens Stadium 
in Stillwater, Oklahoma. 


You're just average. . 
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T shes sav the numbe 
: ” said 
- © “a former Cornhusker defensive coordinator. 

‘ Butit: comes back around. You'might win 
james by throwing up points, but the team 
eed that will Ua, nit sae run will have 


i. T was a little blown. 


ne ae 
a Pea ecently. as. 1996, 
Nebraska al ‘only 11.8. ae 


mas; 
fe rt 


ee be Sprévilig; 
Sree ae he’ ea 28 
Me tine than et 'scheme. ‘ 


~trS n 


9345 2784 


new Nebraska. coach Bo Pelini, - 


Ae 
“Not lot Wishbone, in’ sets where their DBs aligned 


tec peed. to do = finda 
se that your opponents can't. 
pel; 3 _ Youtes.and roughing up.the receivers. 


Pass Yds Z 


for guys: aha can Ga Xs alive, Of the 12 


‘S “Teague head coaches, only Gene Chizik and 


“Bo Pélini have defensive pedigrees. 

‘The problem “college coaches find now. is 
that the high school'kids who used’to dream 
of being a shutdown corner are intoxicated 
Sees the numbers they can post’as a-wide 
receiver inva spread offense. They don't want 
to be embarrassed. They want to embarrass. 

“A lot of high school players now want 
to) be catchitig the ball ies scoring,” 
Gundy said. - 

“There's a tot of’ Seong ball in Sick 
school,” Prince said. “It's different. from: a 
generation ago. Froma recreational stand- 


point, even in intramurals, most guys are — 


_ running pass pattems. So everybody. wants 
“to be. QB of receiver. It wasn't so long ago you 


oor to project quarterbacks ‘and receivers.” 
‘Prince’ shrugs, ‘almost: wistfully, conce- 


fe “Defenses had the leg up for so:long.” 
Defenses: found an. answer to the 


a three-deep, quatter/quarter/half align- 


as iment, They figured out’ the mun-and-shoot 
| byvallowing the receivers to catch the: ball, 
ith” SIS knocking the snot out of them. 


» They even’ coped with the West. Coast 
offense, which relies on avoiding mistakes 
and slowly’ moving the chains, by jumping 


“As usual in this game, people steal good 
ideas,” Prince said. “The: spread offense goes 
‘a lot of different ways and directions. College 


*., and high school footballis different than the 


NFL; :where everybody.muins the same thing.” 
Everybody says footballs cyclical. Every 
time an offense jumps ahead, the defenses 
eventually catch wp..0r sohistory says. 
“There are ways to combat what is the 
heart and soul of the spread offense, but 
Ym not going to ‘say them,” said Kansas 


‘Tot Yds 
438.1 


: Run Yds 
159.7 


171.0 


coach Mark Mangino, trying to hold on to 


his advantage as long as possible. “Offenses 
come up, with something — defenses come 
up -with a counter: punch: That's what 
makes college football so great.” 

That depends, of course, on which side 
you‘re- on. The heats on-Big'12 defensive 
coordinators Big-time. 

Slowly, they're coping. 

The Spread. They're ‘slowly -figuring’ it 
out. Zone blitzes ... disguising coverages 

.. giving the QB more to think about than 
he-can process»... if he can figure it all out, 
fine. Go to second’ down, and do it all 
again. Make him be perfect.. When he isn't, 
you jump all over his mistake and make 
the sucker pay. 

Pelini, for his part, thinks things actual- 
ly could be worse for the defense. 

“As long as we-don't-get to the NFL mule, 
where you can’t put your hands on a recei- 
ver, we'll still have some advantages in the 
passing game,” he said: 

Some. Just not. many. 

And the news doesnot get better for Big 
12 defensive coaches. This season, with near- 
ly every team returning its starting’ quarter- 
back — guys like KU's Todd Reesing, Missouri's 
Chase Daniel, Texas’ Colt McCoy, Tech's Graham 
Harrell.and OU's:‘Sam Bradford — the offenses 
figure to-be even more explosive. 

*The overall strength of all the quarter- 
backs,” said OU coach Bob:-Stoops, “makes 
the league stronger, even more so this year.” 


And in. the esoteric world of schemes, © 


* fronts and game plans, there remains one 


undeniable truth, one that held true as 
much in-the glory. days of the Nebraska 
Blackshirts as it does today. 

It comes down to points. 

“T just want one more,” said first-year Baylor 
coach Art Briles, “than the other guy.” = 


Missouri quarterback Chase Daniel looks to the sideline for 
a play during the Tigers’ 49-32 win over Kansas State at Bill 
Snyder Family Stadium. 
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Nebraskans have always valued sub- 
stance over sizzle. 

Perhaps that’s one reason why the 
Husker Nation has taken such a liking to 
Bo Pelini. In Bo’s world, hype is nothing 
more than a four-letter word. 

True to his blue-collar upbringing, the 
40-year-old Pelini emphasizes hard work 
and production. The only promise he’s made 
since taking the Nebraska job last December 
is that the Huskers will play hard. 

He has embraced the traditions of the 
program that were trampled on by the pre- 
vious regime. He even has said publicly that 
Frank Solich should still be the head coach 
at Nebraska because Solich never should 
have been fired, having been shown the 
door after winning nine games in 2003. 

Solich brought Pelini from the NFL to 
Nebraska to coach the Husker defense in 
2003. After Solich was fired, Pelini got to 
coach the entire team, serving as the 
interim head coach for the Alamo Bowl 
before he, too, was pink-slipped by then- 
athletic director Steve Pederson. 

Pelini moved on, first to Oklahoma and 
then to Louisiana State. He polished his 
rising star and became one of those hot 
assistants whose name pops up when big- 
time jobs opened. Meanwhile, Bill Callahan 
took the once-proud Huskers and ran them 

into the ground. 

Sure, Callahan's 2006 team played for 
the Big 12 Conference title after wading 
_ through a weak North Division. But 
Nebraska followed that sliver of success 
with a 5-7 campaign in 2007 to provide a 
bookend finish to the Callahan era. His 
first team also went 5-7, the only two los- 
ing seasons ever experienced by several 
generations of Nebraskans. 

Callahan promised to change a culture 
with his wide-open, West Coast offensive 
stylings. But while his teams scored, 
Nebraska's opponents scored more. The 
recruiting headlines he made in the winter 
were replaced by fall failings when four- 
and five-star athletes turned out to be 
no-star football players. 

Callahan’s exit was greased when 


Pederson, the athletic director who hired 
Callahan, was fired midway through last 
season. Legendary Nebraska coach Tom 
Osborne agreed to return to clean up the 
mess, and he sent Callahan packing the 
day after the Huskers wrapped up the 2007 
season with a blowout loss at Colorado. 

Eight days later, Osborne tabbed Pelini 
to bring Nebraska back to the future. 

After Pelini assembled a staff that 
included several assistants that had been 
let go in 2003, he got to work to restore 
the order in the program. He reconnected 
with former players that felt ignored by 
Pederson and Callahan. Many of those ex- 
players were among the school-record 
turnout of more than 80,000 that gathered 
for Nebraska's spring game. 

“That was something special,” Pelini said. 

Whether Pelini’s first team will be special 
remains to be seen. The Huskers return suf- 
ficient firepower on offense, with Joe Ganz 
and Marlon Lucky set to lead the way. 

Lucky is the Big 12’s leading returning 
rusher and an accomplished receiver out of 
the backfield. Ganz shattered records when 
given a chance to start the final three 
games last season after Sam Keller went 
down with a shoulder injury. Adding prom- 
ise to the offensive picture is the return of 
four offensive line starters. 

Defensively, Pelini has his work cut out 
for him. The once-proud Blackshirts were 
left red-faced after surrendering more 
points and yards than any other defense in 
school history. The Huskers lost their top 
four linebackers, and their secondary looks 
shaky. All four starters on the defensive 
front return, but their inability to mount 
a pass rush or stop the run contributed 
heavily to last season's calamity. 

Under Pelini’s direction, Nebraska's 2003 
defense showed dramatic improvement. 

After a middle-of-the-pack finish in 
most major defensive statistical categories 
in 2002, the 2003 Huskers finished first 
nationally in pass efficiency defense, sec- 
ond in scoring defense, and 11th in total 
defense. The Blackshirts tied a school 
record with 47 takeaways to help Nebraska 


lead the nation in turnover margin. 

Many Nebraska fans are hoping for a 
repeat of that improvement now that 
Pelini is back. He said 15 spring practices 
got the defense headed in the right direc- 
tion, but plenty of work remains. 

“It’s a process,’ he said. “The process is 
well under way, but it’s not nearly fin- 
ished. We're not going to be satisfied until 
we're up there at the top. We're going to 
keep raising our standard. We have a very 
high standard; we want perfection. 

“That's what we're going to strive for, 
and the players understand that.” 

Pelini’s players also understand he’s the 
boss. He made it clear from the get-go that 
he'll accept nothing but their best effort, 
on or off the field. 

“Everything you are as a football player 
goes well beyond what you do on the foot- 
ball field,” Pelini said. “It is who you are as 
a person. It is who you are when you are 
going to class and who you are when you 
walk into a meeting room. 

“Tf you do all those things the right way, 
the football will take care of itself. If you do 
not, it will not. I think the players under- 
stand that is where we are coming from.” 

Pelini hit the road after spring practice 
ended in an effort to re-energize the fan base. 
He spoke to boosters in Gothenburg and 
South Sioux City, doctors and high school 
coaches in Omaha, third-graders in Lincoln. 

His message to anyone that would listen 
is simple and straightforward. He is intent 
of giving Nebraskans a football program 
they can once again be proud of. 

“A big part of my job, other than being 
able to coach football, is to be an ambas- 
sador for the program,” Pelini said at an 
appearance at Catholic elementary school 
in Omaha. “To reach out and touch all the 
fans who are so passionate. To make an 
impression on the fan base and make them 
feel a part of the program. 

“It’s not Bo Pelini’s program; it’s not 
Tom Osborne's program. It’s the state's 
football program.” 

Now that’s substance that sizzles in the 
Husker Nation. = 
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HUSKER TRADITION 


Nebraska has had only four full-time 
head coaches in the past 46 seasons, an 
era that has included five national cham- 
pionships. The last of those titles came in 
1997 (split with Michigan), but the Huskers 
haven't won the Big 12 since 1999, creat- 
ing the second involuntary coaching 
change since 2003. 


Here is how the past four Nebraska 
coaches have fared: 


ae COACH YEARS RECORD PCT. 
ie Bob Devaney 1962-72 101-20 82.9 
Tom Osborne 1973-97 255-49 83.6 
Frank Solich 1998-03 58-19 75.3 
ill Callahan 2004-07 27-22 55.1 


a head coach Bo Pelini: 


Graduate assistant 
Quarterbacks 
Defensive backs 
Linebackers 
Linebackers 


D-coordinator, interim 
head coach (1-0) 


: es ? oe ~ 2004 Oklahoma Co-defensive coordinator, 
Si defensive backs 
2005-07 LSU Defensive coordinator 
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SAM HE IS: 
BRADFORD SETS STANDARD AT OU 


BY JAKE TROTTER 


Prior to last season, Oklahoma offensive coordinator Kevin Wilson was 
asked what could be expected of new quarterback Sam Bradford. 
Wilson expressed great confidence in his redshirt freshman. Like, 

could he approach the achievements of Texas quarterback Colt 

© OKLAHOMA, > ‘ McCoy from the previous season? 

Whoa ... let’s not go overboard here. Consider that in 2006, 

McCoy tied the NCAA freshman record with 29 touchdown passes. 

“When it comes to freshman seasons,” Wilson said, “McCoy is 
the standard.” 

Now, Bradford is the standard. 

And this is a freshman standard that will be hard to 

top: A season of 36 touchdowns passes ... leading 
the nation in passing efficiency ... hitting 

22 complete passes in a row ... having another 

streak of 21 consecutive completions. 

“Obviously, we couldn't have asked for much 

more,” coach Bob Stoops said. “The guy is 
exceptional and has an incredible future in 
front of him. He's doing everything we 
need him to do and more.” 

On top of that, Bradford led the 
Sooners to a second straight Big 

12 championship, throwing for 
two scores in a 38-17 victory 
over Missouri. 

This season, Stoops is count- 

ing on Bradford to continue 
improving, something McCoy strug- 
gled with last year during his sophomore campaign. 

“There is still a lot I can improve on,” said the 6-4, 

220-pound Bradford, who gained almost 15 pounds of 
muscle in the offseason. “You have to go out there and 
make better decisions by not turning the ball over. 

“T would like the coaches to feel like they can 
put more on me offensively and I would like to be 
able to handle more.” 

Bradford is expected to handle more. And he'll 
have plenty of experience around him to help. 

Unlike McCoy, who at times was running for his 
life, Bradford will work behind a veteran, talented 

line comprised of five seniors. 

He will also benefit from having the electric 
DeMarco Murray behind him at running back, as well 
as a pair of four-year starters at wide receiver in 
Juaquin Iglesias and Manuel Johnson. 

Not only that, Bradford has his favorite passing option 
4 ak, back in 6-6, 264-pound tight end Jermaine Gresham, who 
PHOTO BY: JOHN WILLIAMSON é ") f 


~ 
e* 
e “Gi 
“OBVIOUSLY, WE 
COULDN’T HAVE 
ASKED FOR MUCH 
MORE,” COACH BOB 
STOOPS SAID. “THE GUY 
IS EXCEPTIONAL AND 
HAS AN INCREDIBLE 
FUTURE IN FRONT OF 
HIM. HE’S DOING 
EVERYTHING WE 
NEED HIM TO DO 
AND MORE.” 
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caught four touchdown passes in a 42-14 
win over Texas A&M. 

Essentially, the pieces are in place for 
Bradford to duplicate his freshman year, 
which will make him a contender to earn 
All-Big 12 honors in a league loaded at 
the quarterback position — and perhaps 
Heisman Trophy consideration. 

“He's a great player,” said Missouri 
coach Gary Pinkel, whose Tigers lost to the 
Sooners both in the Big 12 championship ~ 
and earlier during the regular season. 
“He's just really, really an outstanding 
player, and especially for being so young.” 

Coming out of high school, though, 
Bradford wasn’t exactly viewed as the sec- 
ond coming of Heisman Trophy winner 
Jason White. 

After a middling senior season at 
Oklahoma City’s Putnam City North High 
School, only a handful of schools recruit- 
ed Bradford, though that list included 
Texas Tech coach Mike Leach, a noted 
quarterback guru. 

But playing at OU was a lifelong dream 
for Bradford, since his father, Kent — 
Bradford, played for the Sooners during 
the 1970s. 

After redshirting in 2006, Bradford won a 
three-way battle over freshman Keith Nichol 
and junior college transfer Joey Halzle to 


- earn the starting nod last season. 


His calming presence on the field 
offered a welcome consistency to a pro- 
gram that had been in quarterback limbo 
ever since White led the Sooners to back- 
to-back national championship appear- 
ances in 2003 and 2004. 

In fact, Bradford is OU's first returning 
starter at the position since White. 

“T think it just gives everyone more com- 
fort,” Bradford said. “Everyone feels more 
comfortable in the huddle, they know what _ 


‘Tam going to bring to the huddle. And they 


know what I expect from them in the hud- 

dle and how things should be going.” 
Huddle, of course, is a figure of speech. — 
Owing largely to the confidence he has 


in his quarterback, Wilson implemented a 


no-huddle offense during spring practice. 
The no-huddle should provide more snaps 


» for the offense, make it tougher for 


opposing defenses to substitute, and 
allow Bradford more time at the line of 
scrimmage to audible. _ 

“It’s a lot different from what we've 
done, and I think (the spring) proved 


that we still have a long way to go if 


__ He also played on the state of Oklahoma's 
several current Division I players. 


football has beeh golf ee 


HOT START 


Sam Bradford had one of the best seasons ever for a freshman quarterback. 
Here’s a look at his record-setting season: 


YEAR G-GS COMP AIT PCT YDS AVG TD INT 
2007. = 14-14 237 341 69:53 71219 5222.90 36 8 
HIGHLIGHTS 


e Led nation in passing efficiency with a rating of 176.53. 
e Set NCAA freshman record with 36 touchdown passes. 
e Set NCAA freshman record with a 69.5 completion percentage. 


© Tied school record with five touchdown passes in victories 


over Miami and Texas A&M. 


e Had streaks of 22 and 21 consecutive completions. 


that’s what we want to do with our 


offense,” Bradford said. “But I think it’s —_ 


something that will give our offense an. 
advantage if we can play at the tempo 
that the coaches want us to play at.” 

Wilson and the other coaches are confi- 
dent Bradford will make the no-huddle 
hum because of his savvy, an asset he 
developed by competing in a number of — 
sports growing up. 

At one point, Bradford was considered 
a top-notch ice hockey prospect. 


elite AAU basketball team, which included 
But Bradford's best sport - other than 


Last summer, he shot a scorching 63. 
while playing with high school friends 


~ at an Oklahoma City golf course. - 


- When he was younger, Bradford says he — 


_ played 112 holes ina aay with a couple 


of buddies. 
“Mom dropped us off before she went 


_ to school at 7,” he said. “And dad picked - 


us up that evening at 9.” £ 

Excelling at so many sports played a 
huge part in Stoops and Wilson deciding 
to offer Bradford a scholarship. And, it’s 
a huge reason why they're so confident 
that he'll keep improving. 

“He's real easy-going, but incredibly 
competitive without wearing things on 
his sleeve,” Stoops said. “We hoped it 
would manifest itself the way it has on 
the field and in competitive situations. 

“It's been easy for him.” m= 


CONFERENCE OF QUARTERBACKS 


The Big 12 has more outstanding quarter- 
backs than any other league. Here is a 
look at how the conference's returning 
starters ranked nationally last season in 
passing efficiency. 


“RK. PLAYER, SCHOOL RATING 
1. Sam Bradford, Oklahoma 176.5 
6. Graham Harrell, Texas Tech 157.3 


12. Zac Robinson, Oklahoma State 149.0 


14, Todd Reesing, Kansas 148.8 
15, Chase Daniel, Missouri 147.9 
24. Colt McCoy, Texas” pee ERY 
60. Josh Freeman, Kansas State 127.3 
80. Cody Hawkins, Colorado 119.8 
84. Stephen McGee, Texas A&M 117.8 
86. Blake Szymanski, Baylor 117.0 
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BAYLOR BEARS 


AT A GLANCE 


3-9 overall, 0-8 Big 12 (6th, South) 
,] 


Art Briles — At Baylor: ist year; 
overall: 34-28, 5 years — 


RETURNING STARTERS 
17; 9 offense, 6 defense, punter, kicker 


PLAYERS TO LUATCH 


QB Kirby Freeman, QB ‘Robert Griffin, 
OT Jason Smith, C J.D. Walton, 

WR David Gettis, DT Vincent Rhodes, — 
LB Joe Pawelek, FS Jordan Lake — 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS é 
_ The Bears have the potential for a strong 
passing game — with perhaps any of 
three quarterbacks who all showed good 
signs in the spring. The defense has some 
leaders returning with linebacker Joe 
Pawelek and free’ safety Jordan Lake. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS 


After going yavlessn in the Big 12 eet year 
under former coach Guy Morriss, the Bears 
will have to adjust on the run to Briles’ 
offensive system. The defense needs to 
make a major step, especially in a league 
where teams can score lots of points in 

a hurry. 


~ RB Brandon Whitaker, LB Nick Moore, 
CB Josh Bell, CB Alton Widemon, : 
0G Chad Smith, SS Brandon Stiggers 


Baylor scored a coup by landing Briles, 
who brought excitement to the program in 
‘the spring, But he has his work cut out for 
him ata program that hasn't produced a 
winning season since 1995. If the defense 
can improve dramatically, the Bears will 
have a chance to win some Big 12 games. 
But it will be difficult to rise from the _ 
bottom in the loaded Big 12 South. — 


BAYLOR BEARS 


BAYLOR 


- For more coverage ape the Bears, visit www. baylor.rivals.com 


BAYLOR BEARS BAYLOR BEARS BAYLOR BEAR 


Time is Right For Briles to Rebuild Baylor 


B“: in 2002, an ambitious Texas Tech 
assistant named Art Briles sought 
legendary coach Grant Teaff’s advice on 
landing the Baylor job. 

“They're not going to hire an assistant,” 
said Teaff, who was Baylor's head coach 
from 1972-92. “Theyve been down that 
road before.” 

So Briles spent the next five seasons as 
the University of Houston’s head coach, 
turning a downtrodden program into a 
winner. When the Baylor job re-opened 


‘after Guy Morriss was fired last Novem- 


ber, Briles was back again, this time with 
plenty of good Division I head coaching 
experience. 

It was the right place at the right time. 
Baylor hired him to breathe some fire into 
a program that hasn't produced a winning 
season since 1995, 

Briles has earned a reputation as a mas- 
ter rebuilder after leading Stephenville 
(Texas) High School to four state cham- 
pionships in the 1990s before taking 
Houston to four bowl appearances in five 
seasons. 

This will be Briles’ biggest rebuild- 
ing job. The Bears have been Big 12 
South doormats since the league opened 
in 1996. After going 3-5 in conference 
games two years ago, the Bears went win- 
less last season. 

Baylor’s struggles haven't diminished 
Briles’ enthusiasm, which spread to his 
players during spring drills. 

“Tm not on a five-year plan or a seven- 
year deal,” Briles said. “We're on a five- 
minute plan. We are going to get it done 


now.” 

Getting it done now will take a dramat- 
ic overhaul. Baylor's offense ranked 110th 
in the country in scoring last year, while 
the defense came in at 112th, giving up 
37 points per game. 

While Baylor has good skill people in 
several spots, both the offensive and de- 
fensive lines need to develop depth to 
compete every weekend in the Big 12. 
But with 17 starters returning and some 
talented recruits like Copperas Cove 
(Texas) quarterback Robert Griffin, Briles 
at least has a starting point to turn Baylor 
into a winner. 

“T realize what has happened here, but 
I can’t concern myself with that,” Briles 
said. “What I can concern myself with is 
getting together with these guys and start- 
ing in a new direction and making some- 


thing good happen.” 


OFFENSE 


During his final season at Houston, 
Briles’ offense ranked fourth in the coun- 
try with 501.9 yards per game. The Cou- 
gars were the only team ranked in the Top 
25 in passing and rushing, a blueprint 
Briles hopes to establish at Baylor. 

By far, the most interesting battle dur- 
ing fall preseason drills will be at quar- 
Blake 


Szymanski will try to hold off newcomers 


terback where returning starter 


Kirby Freeman and Robert Griffin. 
2,844 yards and 
22 touchdowns last season, but he often 


Szymanski passed for 


struggled with consistency, throwing 18 
interceptions. The junior will have diff- 
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culty keeping his job after Freeman and 
Griffin looked impressive during spring 
drills. 

Freeman, once one of the top quar- 
terback prospects in the country, is 
hoping for a last shot at glory as a 
senior after transferring from Miami. 
After receiving his undergraduate de- 
gree at Miami last May, Freeman was 
granted a waiver from the NCAA and 
will be eligible this fall. 

Freeman is looking for a big year after 
throwing for just three touchdowns and 
six interceptions at Miami last season. 

Griffin enrolled at Baylor early after 
graduating from Copperas Cove in De- 
cember. Griffin was one of the stars of the 
spring game, displaying his passing and 
running skills. He led Copperas Cove to 


Scouting Report: Offense 


2007 stats: 77.8 ypg rushing (11th in Big 12/113th in NCAA), 273.4 ypy passing (Gth/27th), 351.2 ypy total offense (11th/85th), 18.2 pag (11th/111th). 


QB Kirby Freeman Sr.__ Fifth-year Miami transfer could win heated battle. R. Griffin, Fr/B. Szymanski, Jr.* 
RB Jay Finley So. Should thrive in Briles’ balanced attack. Jacoby Jones, Sr. 


WR _ David Gettis* Jt Best deep threat with sprinters speed. TJ. Scranton, Jt. 


WR _ Ernest Smith* Jr. Looking for more action after one TD catch. Kyle Mitchell, Jr. 

WR Thomas White Sr. Big-play threat who caught eight TDs last year. Justin Fenty, dr. 

TE Justin Akers* Jr. Leading returning receiver with 43 catches, four TDs. Brad Taylor, So.* 

LT. Jason Smith* Sr. Talented lineman with most NEL potential. Jordan Hearvey, Jr. 
LG Chris Griesenbeck Jr___ Only new starter on experienced offensive line. Courtney Green, Fr. 
C JD. Walton* Jr Rimington candidate; Baylor's most consistent OL. _ Hunter Hightower, Fr. 
RG James Barnard* Jr. Should continue to develop after solid season. John Jones, Fr. 
RT___Dan Gay* Sr. 22 straight O-line starts after switching from defense. Larry Bradley, Fr. 
*Returning Starter 


Scouting Report: Defense 


2007 stats: 182.3 ypg rushing (11th in Big 12/86th in NCAA), 279.8 ypg passing (11th/110th), 461.6 ypg total defense (11th/110th), 37.0 ppg (11th/112th). 


DE Leon Freeman Sr. Team-high 9.5 tackles for loss. Jameon Hardeman, So. 
DT Vincent Rhodes* Sr. Will be counted on to anchor interior defense. Sam Sledge, Jr. 

DT Trey Bryant* Jt___ Looking for more production after 28 tackles last year. Nicolas Jean-Baptiste, Fr. 
DE Jason Lamb* Jr. Team-high five sacks, six QB hits last season. Zac Scotton, Fr. 

LB Antonio Jones Jt.__Jones, Patin provide big-play potential. Earl Patin, So. 

LB Joe Pawelek* Jr. __ Second-team All-Big 12 LB key to defense. Chris Francis, So. 

LB Antonio Johnson So. Should emerge after switch from defensive end. Elliot Coffey, Fr. 

CB Dwain Crawford* Sr. __ Tied for team high with two interceptions. Antareis Bryan, So. 

CB Krys Buerck So. Converted wide receiver will add speedto defense. Cliff Odom, So. 

SS __ Jeremy Williams Jr. 5.5 tackles for loss last season. Marlon Price, Sr. 

FS Jordan Lake* Jr.__Hard-hitting safety recorded team-high 120 tackles, Jake La Mar, Sr. 
“Returning Starter 


the Class 4A Division I state title game 
last season by rushing for 24 touchdowns 
and passing for 16. 

The quarterbacks will be aided by a 
solid group of receivers featuring Da- 
vid Gettis and Thomas White, and 
tight ends Justin Akers and Brad Taylor. 
Akers was Baylor's second-leading re- 
ceiver last season with 43 catches for 
426 yards. Taylor caught 35 passes for 
465 yards. 

Despite playing in just nine games, 
White caught 34 passes for 475 yards and 
a team-high eight touchdowns. But the 
breakout receiver might be Gettis, a track 
star who caught 31 passes as a sophomore 
last year. The Bears will need veteran 
receivers like Gettis, Ernest Smith and 
Mikail Baker to use their speed to open 


up the passing game. 

Using a spread offense, Baylor's passing 
game has been effective in the past few 
years, but little thought has been given 
to the running game. The Bears averaged 
just 77.8 yards rushing last season to rank 
113th in the country. 

Jay Finley and Jacoby Jones likely will 
carry the load. After rushing for just 
207 yards as a freshman, Finley showed 
his speed and cutting ability during the 
spring and could have a big year. 

Offensive tackle Jason Smith, at 6-5 
and 298 pounds, probably has the most 
NFL potential on the squad. The Bears 
have a solid core of linemen to build 
around Smith, including tackle Dan Gay 
and Rimington Trophy candidate J.D. 
Walton at center. 
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BEARS RECRUITING 2008 


Kendall Wright, WR 

Wright can do it all — run, pass, catch. He is a versatile athlete who 
has been a standout on the track, basketball court and football field 
since his freshman year. He likely won't have to wait to find a spot on 
the field for the Bears. 


Robert Griffin, 0B 

Normally, a true freshman quarterback would not be slotted here, but 
he was impressive after enrolling early and going through spring 
drills. He still has a fight in front of him with Miami transfer Kirby 
Freeman and returning starter Blake Szymanski in the mix, but he'll be 
hard to keep on the sideline. 


Jeremy Sanders, ATH 

Recruited to Baylor as a quarterback, Sanders has the ability to find a 
spot on the field at a number of positions. Like Wright and Griffin, he 
is a playmaker, and coach Art Briles is creative enough to get Sanders 
involved in the offense somehow. 


3 NEWCOMERS OF IMP ACT 


Pos. Stars Ht. Wi. Hometown School 


Romie Blaylock WR OOO 5-10 170 Cedar Hill, TX 
Had 34 catches for 629 yards and seven touchdowns his senior season. 


Rodney Brishon “ ooo 6-6 330 Senatobia,MS Northwest Mississippi C.C. 
First-team All-American at Northwest in 2006... Chose Baylor over Houston 


Rotiney Chatwick DB OO 6-2 189 Carthage, TX Carthage 
Had 132 tackles and three forced fumbles as a senior...Selected Baylor over Louisiana- 
Monroe. 


Jared Edwards DBE Ooo 6-4 250 Mansfield, TX Timberview 
Had 52 tackles, four sacks and five forced fumbles last season...Brother Lonnie is on 
the football team at Texas Tech. 


Nick Florence B ooo 6-2 167 Garland, TX South Garland 
Rated as the nation’s No. 22 dual-threat quarterback by Rivals.com...Threw for over 
3,000 yards as a senior. 


Brandon Garrett ol oo 6-7 290 La Marque, TX La Marque 
Chose Baylor over Oklahoma State, Nebraska, Colorado and Kansas despite not 
playing as a senior. 


Robert Griffin ( ©0060 — 63 195 Copperas Cove, IX Copperas Cove 
Rated as the No. 42 prospect in Texas and the nation’s No. 4 dual-threat quarterback by 
Rivals.com...Threw for 1,356 yards and 16 touchdowns, and ran for 1,285 yards and 
24 scores as a Senior. 


Trentson Hill 1B OS 6-0 177 Mount Pleasant, TX Mount Pleasant 
Recorded 72 tackles and five interception his senior season. 


Jake Jackson o oo 6-3 263 Southlake, TX Carroll 
Did not allow a sack as a senior...Selected Baylor over Louisville and Georgia Tech. 


Kaeron Johnson 10 OO 6-2 265 Cuero, TX Cuero 
Had 58 tackles and nine sacks in 2007...Chose Baylor over Missouri and Arizona. 


Cameron Kaufhold =OL OG 6-5 275 Friendswood, TX Friendswood 
First-team All-District...Chose Baylor over TCU and Houston. 
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Committments 
Average Stars 


oO66S6 
OOGG6 


trentson Hil, CB O66O66 


Cornerback is one of the Bears’ thin- } Total Stars 
nest positions; they need help now . . 2 
Hill may not have been the most (MMiUUEMChLGe)| BIG 12:11 


highly regarded prospect, but he has 

the athletic ability to step right in. 2009 NEEDS 
There are a number of need areas, but No. 1 
is cornerback, where the Bears have little 
depth and signed just two in the ‘08 class. 
Defensive line also is a big need area. On the 


Offensive side, the Bears need running 
backs. 


THE SLEEPER 


Pos. Stars Ht. Wt Hometown School 


Gary Mason DE Oooo 6-5 211 Waxahachie, TX Waxahachie 
Rated as the No. 78 overall prospect in Texas by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 21 weakside defensive end. 


Ben Parks kK oo 6-2 195 Argyle, TX Argyle 
Hit 11 of 17 field goal attempts and 57 of 60 extra point tries last season...Averaged 
37.8 yards per punt...Selected Baylor over Wyoming. 


Fredric Plesius BB oo 6-1 243 Lennoxville, Que. Lennoxville 
Recorded 77 tackles and five sacks as a senior. 


Tracy Robertson DBE oo 6-4 230 Houston, TX Lamar 
Had 83 tackles, 11 sacks and two fumbles recovered as a senior...Chose Baylor over 
lowa State. 


Jarred Salubi RBOOO 5-10 195 Waco, TX Waco 
Rushed for 1,306 yards and 15 touchdowns...Selected Baylor over lowa State, 
Missouri, Texas Tech and Rice. 


Lanear Sampson WR OOO 6-0 192 Mesquite, TX North Mesquite 
Rated as the No. 57 overall prospect in Texas by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation's 
No. 50 wide receiver. 


Jeremy Sanders ATH GOOG 6-2 210 Corsicana, TX Navarro J.C. 
Completed 183 passes for 2,252 yards and 11 touchdowns for Navarro last season... 
Chose Baylor over Missouri. 


TJ, Scranton WR OG 5-11 180 Kilgore, TX Kilgore Junior College 
Caught 57 passes for 796 yards and 13 touchdowns in 2007...Signed with Houston out 
of high school. 


Mike Williams B Oooo 6-0 170 Beaumont, TX Westbrook 
Rated as the nation’s No. 55 cornerback by Rivals.com. 


Terrance Williams WR O© 6-3 185 Dallas, TX W.T. White 
Caught 59 passes for 972 yards and eight touchdowns as a senior...Chose Baylor over 
Colorado State. 


Kendall Wright AH OOO 5-11 163 Pittsburg, TX Pittsburg 
Rated as the No. 81 overall prospect in Texas by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 64 athlete. 
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Individual Stats %§ 


JUSTIN AKERS 
TONY ANDERSON 
TIM ATCHISON 
MIKAIL BAKER 
JAMES BARNARD 
TYLER BEATTY 
DEXTER BECK 

JOE BENNETT 
ROMIE BLAYLOCK 
THAD BOATNER 
LARRY BRADLEY 
SHEA BREWSTER 
CARTER BRUNELLE 
ANTAREIS BRYAN 
TREY BRYANT 
KRYS BUERCK 
CHRIS BUFORD 
ELLIOT COFFEY 
CASEY COOPER 
DWAIN CRAWFORD 
DOMINIQUE CRISS 
MATT CROOK 
TYLER DELOACH 
RYAN DOUGLASS 
DEREK EPPERSON 
JUSTIN FENTY 

TY FINDLEY 

JAY FINLEY 
CHRIS FRANCIS 
KIRBY FREEMAN 
LEON FREEMAN 
DAN GAY 

ADAM GEIB 
DAVID GETTIS 
COURTNEY GREEN 
CHRIS GRIESENBECK 
ROBERT GRIFFIN 
JAMEON HARDEMAN 
JORDAN HEARVEY 


HomeTown 


Deer Park 
Arlington 
Copperas Cove 
Dallas 
Overland Park, KS 
Pflugerville 
Prairie View 
Arlington 
Cedar Hill 
Hamilton 
Miami, FL 
College Station 
Duluth, GA 
Dallas 

Dallas 
Mesquite 
Arlington 
Sugar Land 
Abbott 
Giddings 
Arlington 
Friseo 

Coppell 
Leander 
Southlake 
Denton 
Marshall 
Corsicana 
Cedar Hill 
Brownwood 
Vero Beach, FL 
Lafayette, LA 
Waco 

Los Angeles, CA 
Corsicana 

San Antonio 
Copperas Cove 
Dallas 


—a ~ 
a a 


No. NAME 


DREW KERR 
TYLER KING 

JOE KORBEL 
ALEX KUSHNEIR 
JAKE LA MAR 
LUKE LA MAR 
JORDAN LAKE 
JASON LAMB 
CHAD LOWE 
RUSSELL MANN 
TRAVIS MCCLAIN 
REX MCDOUGALD 
VJ. MCELROY 
KYLE MITCHELL 


ITCHELL 
EDDY NEWTON 
CLIFF ODOM 
EARL PATIN 
JOE PAWELEK 
ANDRE PIERCE 
MARLON PRICE 
BEN RANDLE 
VINCENT RHODES 
RYAN ROBERTS 
ZAC SCOTTON 
SAM SHALALA 
RAY SIMS 


— SPRING ROSTER} 


WR 


WR 


MATT SINGLETARY 


SAM SLEDGE 


ERNEST SMITH 
JASON SMITH 
ANDREW SOWDER 
JOSH STROUD 
ANDREW SUMPTER 
CHRIS SUSI 
PATRICK SWINDLE 
BRYAN SWINDOLL 
BLAKE SZYMANSKI 


Richardson 


HUNTER HIGHTOWER 
BEN HIXSON 


Richardson 
Southlake 


BRAD TAYLOR 
CHAD TRAXLER 
RAYLON WALTERS 


NICOLAS JEAN-BAPTISTE DT 
AHMAD JENKINS cB 
ANTONIO JOHNSON 
ANTONIO JONES 

JACOBY JONES 

JOHN JONES 

ANDREW JUDY 


Tackles: J. L 
Interceptions: 
Sacks: J. | 
Tackes for los: 


e 


Stafford 


J.D. WALTON 


Trinidad 
Waco 
Dallas 
Bangs 
Cedar Hill 


Crawford 


Effic Cmp 
117.0 


Att Gain 


D'KENRICK WASHINGTON S 


LARRY WASHINGTON 


JOHN DAVID WEED 
THOMAS WHITE 
JEREMY WILLIAMS 
STACY WILLIAMS 


Loss 


HOMETOWN 
New Orleans, LA 
Atlanta, GA 
San Antonio 
Basking Ridge, NJ 
Bedford 
Bedford 
Houston 
Richardson 

Los Angeles, CA 
Henderson 
Weatherford 
lola 

Uvalde 

Den 0 


Victoria 

Santa Monica, CA 
Arlington 

Baton Rouge, LA 
San Antonio 
Mesquite 

Dallas 

Plano 

Denison 

Keller 

Houston 

Sugar Land 
Corsicana 

San Jose, CA 
Midland 

New Orleans, LA 
Dallas 
Shallowater 

Fort Worth 
Flower Mound 


Arlington 


Wichita Falls 
Madisonville 
Grapevine 
Houston 
Allen 
Mansfield 
San Antonio 
Houston 
Plano 

Dallas 


Houston 


Results 


NOTEBOOK yy 


irst-year coach Art Briles knows his team has 
Fae to go before it can compete at a high 
level in the Big 12 every week. 

But he liked the effort he saw during the 
Bears’ 15 practices that ended with a controlled 
scrimmage on April 5. Competition for many of 
the starting jobs will continue during fall drills. 

“Our guys did a great job — they're a hungry 
football team,” Briles said. “We had a lot of 
personnel to look at and a lot of schemes to get 
in on both sides of the ball. But we think we had 
a real productive spring.” 

© There’s no player Briles has been more 
impressed with than senior offensive tackle 
Jason Smith, who was an honorable mention 
All-Big 12 pick last season despite missing four 
games with a knee injury. With 27 starts, Smith 
has more starts than any other Baylor player. 

“The effort that Jason Smith worked out with 
and played with in the spring game was as hum- 
bling an experience as I've been through as a 
coach,” Briles said. “Honestly, his effort was off 
the scale.” 

Smith was a key player on an offensive line 
that allowed just 21 sacks for a team that threw 
a school-record 561 passes last season. 

© Freshman quarterback Robert Griffin likely 
won't be the only newcomer who could see play- 
ing time this fall. 

Kendall Wright, who played quarterback at 
Pittsburg (Texas) High School, should get a good 
look at receiver. Junior T.J. Scranton should also 
see considerable time at receiver after catching 
57 passes for 796 yards and 13 touchdowns last 
year at Kilgore College. 

® Two players making notable position 
changes this year are senior quarterback John 
David Weed and redshirt freshman defensive end 
Matt Singletary, both to slot receiver. 

Singletary is the son of Mike Singletary, an 
All-American linebacker at Baylor from 1978-80 
who is a member of the College and Pro Football 
halls of fame. 


(3-9, 0-8) 


at TCU 0-27 5 


RICE 42-17 9 
TEXAS STATE 34-27 } 


L 
L TEMAS TECH 7-38 ; 
L at Oklahoma 21-52 J 
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DEFENSE 


First-year coordinator Brian Norwood 
helped build strong defenses at Penn 
State, but he’s never faced a challenge like 
this. The Bears allowed 461.6 yards and 
37 points per game last season and got 


worse as the season progressed. 


But there are reasons for optimism, spe- 
cifically linebacker Joe Pawelek, free safety 
Jordan Lake and tackle Vincent Rhodes. 

Pawelek was the Big 12’s Newcomer of 
the Year as a freshman two years ago when 
he collected 86 tackles. He had 99 tack- 
les last season. Pawelek, combining heart, 
athleticism and intelligence, is the hub of 
Baylor's defense. 

He'll be joined at linebacker by some 
young players short on experience, but 
high on athleticism. Antonio Jones, Earl 
Patin and Anthony Jones all appear ready 
to emerge as heavy contributors. 

The secondary took some hits with Josh 
Bell, Alton Widemon and Brandon Stig- 
gers gone. But Lake is back at free safety 
after collecting 120 tackles and intercept- 
ing two passes last season. The hard-hit- 
ting safety will be joined by senior corner- 
back Dwain Crawford and senior safety 
Jake La Mar. 

Sophomore Krys Buerck, who played 
receiver last season, brought his athlet- 
icism to cornerback in the spring and 
earned a starting spot opposite Craw- 
ford. 

Rhodes showed signs of becoming a 
force in the spring but will have to prove 
his consistency throughout the season. 
Trey Bryant is back at nose tackle, where 
he had some good moments last year. 

The Bears could have a potentially 
strong pass rush with ends Jason Lamb 
and Leon Freeman. Lamb collected 53 
tackles and a team-high five sacks last sea- 
son, while Freeman led the Bears with 9.5 


tackles for losses. 


Baylor's Winning Trend 1998-2007 


“BEST & 


Lake came into his own last 


| Big 12 safety. ... His team- 


_a fumble in win over Buffalo. 


“with Miami transfer Kirby 


™ BRIGHTEST 


Mos T VALUABLE PLAYER 


“LB Joe Pawelek 
The leader of Baylor's 
defense,  Pawelek — was 


a Freshman All-American in 
2006 ‘and a second-team All- 
Big 12 pick last season. ... Has 
recorded 185 tackles in two 
seasons at linebacker, includ- 
ing 99 stops last year. ... Made 
eight tackles for losses while 
forcing three fumbles and 
recovering two others last sea- 
son. ... As a freshman, sealed Baylor's triple-over- 
time win at Colorado with an interception at the 
goal line. ... An academic All-America candidate 
with a 3.78 grade-point average in business. 


S Jordan Lake | 

After suffering a season- 
ending broken collarbone as 
a tedshirt freshman in 2006, 


season as a second-team All- 


high 120 tackles were Baylor's 
most since Maurice Lane had 
129 in 2003: ... Collected a 
career-high 18 tackles, 
including 11 solos against 
Texas A&M. ... Named Big 12 Player of the Week 
after recording seven tackles, forcing two fum- 
bles, intercepting two passes and recovering 


TOP NELUCOMER 


QB Robert Griffin 
Graduated from Copperas | 
Cove High School early, and | 
made an immediate impact | 
during spring drills by jumping | 
into the battle at quarterback | 


Freeman and teturning starter (ies 
Blake Szymanski. ... Impressed} 
coaches with his passing and. | 
running skills and quick ? 
knowledge of the offense. ... 
A four-star recruit, Griffin ran for 1,285 yards and 24. 
touchdowns and passed for 1,356 yards and 16 
scores in leading Copperas Cove to the Class 4A 
Division I finals with a 13-2 record. ... Following 
spring ball, posted the nation’s fifth-fastest time in 
the 400-meter hurdles at 50.14 seconds. 
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Player Profile 


Kirby Freeman 


Coach Connection 
Brings QB Home 


Kirby Freeman went to Miami four years 
ago as one of the most highly touted quar- 
terbacks in the country. 

After going through many ups and 
downs, he’s not the same starry-eyed kid 
who left Brownwood, Texas, to attend a 
big-time college football program. Now 
a fifth-year senior, he’s hoping to go out 
with a bang at Baylor. 

“IT came to Baylor for one reason, and 
that’s to win football games,” Freeman 
said. “Hopefully, we can get Baylor foot- 
ball back on the map, and I don’t think 
we're far off.” 


After earning his bachelor’s degree in 
sports administration from Miami last May, 
Freeman received a waiver from the NCAA 
and was granted immediate eligibility at 
Baylor. He began his master’s degree in 
sports pedagogy in the spring. 

The biggest reason Freeman transferred 
to Baylor was because of his long-term re- 
lationship with first-year Bears coach Art 
Briles. Freeman's father, Brownwood coach 
Steve Freeman, was once an assistant un- 
der Briles at Stephenville High School. 

“I know Coach Briles can make me the 
quarterback I want to be,” Freeman said. 
“He'll push me to do some things that 
I couldn't have done on my own.” 

Freeman will enter the fall in a heated 
quarterback battle with returning starter 
Blake Szymanski and gifted freshman Rob- 
ert Griffin, who graduated from Copperas 
Cove High School early to join the Bears 
for spring drills. Briles’ offense requires the 
quarterback to pass and run, and Freeman 
believes he fits the bill. 

“We've had pretty intense competition,” 
Freeman said. 

“You've got to be a decent athlete to be 
a quarterback in this offense, and you have 
to be able to read coverages that not ev- 
ery college quarterback is asked to do. The 
main thing Coach Briles is looking for is 
consistency.” 

Freeman threw for 1,311 yards and 12 
touchdowns during his career at Miami, 
but struggled last year as he hit just 18 of 
58 passes for 256 yards with three touch- 
downs and six interceptions. 

But he doesn’t see his four years with 
the Hurricanes as a complete washout. 

“I got a degree from Miami and I met 
my fiancee (Kira Aloupis) there,” Freeman 
said. 

“T felt like I was in the right place at 
the wrong time. Miami is known for its 
tradition and national championships, 
but somewhere in the middle it developed 
into a program that I wasn’t extremely 
fond of. I realize I’m getting a second 
chance at Baylor and I'm going to try to 
tun with it.” 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Shea Brewster struggled as a freshman, 
hitting just three of eight field goal attempts. 
He'll be pushed by freshman Ben Parks. 

Derek Epperson has potential to be a solid 
punter, averaging 39.1 yards as a freshman. 

David Gettis will bring his speed to 
the kick return team after averaging 22.4 
yards on 34 returns last season. Joe Ben- 
nett is back as a punt returner after aver- 


aging 8.5 yards on 19 returns. 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


The Bears will be challenged out of the 
blocks with a home game against Wake 
Forest, which went 9-4 and should be one 
of the best teams in the ACC. 

Baylor won’ get a break in the Big 12 by 
opening at home against Oklahoma, but the 
Bears should have a chance to win the fol- 
lowing week at home against Iowa State. The 
Bears face eight bowl teams from 2007. 

Baylor's homecoming game is Novy. 1 
against Missouri — maybe not the best 
choice since the Tigers are the favorites to 
win the North. But any opponent would 
be a tough choice for a Baylor program 
that’s trying to rise from the bottom. 

— John Werner 


SCHEDULE 


Aug. 28 WAKE FOREST 


“Sept. 6 NORTHWESTERN STATE 


Sept. 13 WASHINGTON STATE 
Sept. 19 at Connecticut — 
“ Oct. 4 OKLAHOMA 
“Oct.11 === IOWA STATE 
“Oct.18 at Oklahoma State 
“Oct. 25 at Nebraska _ 
“No.1  ——s MISSOURI 
Nov. 8 at Texas 
“Nov.15 ‘TEXAS A&M 
Nov. 29 at Texas Tech ~ 
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Pees cn Texas 


mi 2-10 Sun 


COACH: Todd Dodge — At North Texas and overall: 
2-10, 1 year 

OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Todd Ford 

DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Gary DeLoach 

LAST LEAGUE TITLE: 2004 

LAST BOWL: 2004, New Orleans 

RETURNING STARTERS: 16; 8 offense, 6 defense, 
punter, kicker 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: 08 Giovanni Vizza, OB Riley 
Dodge, WR Casey Fitzgerald, C Kelvin Drake, LB Craig 
Robertson, DB Antoine Bush 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: The passing game will only get 
better, as this has a chance to be one of the more 
prolific passing spreads in the country. The offensive 
line should be much improved. And the defense ... 
well, it can't be worse. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: The defense ranked last in the 
nation in 2007 in points allowed, and lost two-time 
all-conference player Jeremiah Chapman up front. The 
first three games — Kansas State, Tulsa and LSU — 
will severely stress the defense and offers little chance 
for momentum. 


OFFENSE 

Coach Todd Dodge, living up to his reputa- 
tion, delivered an exciting spread offense in his 
first season. And there is still plenty of room for 
the team to grow in his system. 

UNT scored almost 25 points a game — not 
great, but about double from the previous season 
— and averaged almost 300 yards passing, led by 
quarterback Giovanni Vizza, who shattered the 
school’s freshman passing record (2,388 yards). 

Here’s an idea about the offense’s potential: 
Vizza threw for eight touchdowns in a wild 74-62 
loss to Navy. 

And yet Vizza has to improve his accuracy and 
will need to keep getting better. Highly anticipated 
freshman Riley Dodge, the son of the head coach, 
was a Parade high school All-American and could 
easily challenge for the starting job this fall. 

Good news for the quarterbacks is that the 
Mean Green will have the top receiver in the 
Sun Belt Conference — senior Casey Fitzgerald. 
The former walk-on set school records with 111 
catches for 1,322 yards and 12 touchdowns last 
season. Senior Brock Stickler caught 37 passes for 
391 yards and two touchdowns. 

The line should be much improved, led by 
all-conference center Kelvin Drake. The run- 
ning game was inconsistent last season, although 
sophomore Micah Mosley showed promise and 
improvement as the season progressed. 

The Mean Green offense has a chance to be 
one of the best in the conference, and the competi- 


5 
tion at quarterback can only make it better. 


DEFENSE 

The Mean Green turned to its past to try to 
improve its future on defense. 

Dodge hired former North Texas coordina- 
tor Gary DeLoach and charged him with turn- 
ing around the worst defense in the Sun Belt 
Conference. North Texas allowed more than 45 
points, almost 230 yards rushing and more than 
250 yards passing a game last season. 

The 4-3 defensive scheme needs a major overhaul. 

North Texas lost its top performer, Jeremiah 
Chapman, an all-league defensive lineman who led 
the Mean Green with 78 tackles, including 17 for 
loss. The line is young and will be led by senior nose 
tackle Joseph Miller, who had 48 tackles, including 
six for loss last season, and junior Eddrick Gilmore, 
who had 35 tackles, including six for loss. 

The secondary struggled all season, but should 
be much improved. 

Three starters return in the secondary, led by 
Antoine Bush, a fixture in the lineup the past two 
years. He had 42 tackles and one interception in 
each of his first two seasons. 

During DeLoach’s previous stint at North 
Texas, the Mean Green had the Sun Belt 
Conference’s most dominant defense. UNT can’t 
reach that level in 2008, but the group should be 


much improved and take a lot of the pressure off 


the offense. 


SPECIAL TERMS 

The Mean Green returns sophomore Thomas 
Moreland, who needs to be more consistent after 
making eight of 15 field goal attempts last season. 
Senior punter Truman Spencer averaged more than 
41 yards and could contend for all-league honors. 
UNT needs to improve its protection, as it had 
three punts blocked last season. 


OVERVIEW 

The second year under Dodge should be much 
better than last season’s two-win campaign. The 
offense should put up big numbers, but the key 
will be if the defense can improve. If it does, the 
Mean Green should move up the league standings 


and be considered one of the rising programs in 
the Sun Belt. 


2008 Schedule 2007 Results 2007 Rankings 


eee epee ee ee — —- > 


- Aug. 30 at Kansas State (2-10, 1-6) OFFENSE = PERGAME RANK 
| Sept. 6 TULSA = -L_ at Oklahoma 10-79 Scoring 24.8 7 
pees att) TT Forpaatuowne per) Prcunt omer 
Sept. 27 atRice : ) ae : 
Total 408.4 47 
Oct4 FLORIDA INTERNATIONAL © + t Arkansas Tod ES 
_L_ atLouisiana-Lafayette 29-38 
“Oct. 11 LOUISIANA-LAFAYETTE Ww LoyisiaNa-MONROE 31-21 DEFENSE —-PERGAME RANK 
Oct.18  atLouisiana-Monroe |, at Troy 7-45 | Scoring 45.1 119 
pocti2s TROY | MIDDLE TENNESSEE 28-43 | flusting, «= 707 ues 
Nov.1 at Western Kentucky = L_ NAVY 62-74 | | Ww ; 
: an it otal 486.4 113 
Nov. 8 at Florida Atlantic | L at Arkansas State 27-31 
‘Nov.22 atMiddle Tennessee © W WKU 27-26 TOMARGIN PERGAME RANK 
“Nov.29 ARKANSAS STATE | L_at Florida International 19-38-11 - 0.92 110 
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Depth Chart 


Offense 
Pos. Name Ht. Wt. Cl. 
OB Giovanni Vizza* 6-1 195 So. 
Riley Dodge 6-0 183 Fr, 
RB Micah Mosley 6-1 205 So. 
Cam Montgome: 6-2 208 Jr. 
WR Sam Roberson 6-4 210 Fr. 
Breece Johnson 6-1 175 So. 
WR Brock Stickler* 6-3 225 = Sr. 
Roderick Johnson 6-2 190 Sr. 
WR Casey Fitzgerald* 5-11 195 Sr. 
Alex Lott 5-9 175 So. 
wR Sam Dibrell* 6-2 205 So. 
Marcus King 6-3 200 Fr. 
LT Matt Menard* 6-5 275 So, 
Jack Crumes 6-4 266 Jr. 
LG Tyler Bailey* 6-2 280 dr. 
J.J. Johnson 6-2 278 Fr. 
Cc Kelvin Drake* 6-2 3000s dr, 
Bryan Glass 6-0 280. dr. 
RG Esteban Santiago* 6-5 302 = So. 
Troy Kokjohn 6-2 258 Fr. 
RT Victor Gill 6-5 art) BESO: 
Jacob Kaiser 6-7 291 Fr, 
Defense 
Pos. Name Ht. wt. CL 
DE Eddrick Gilmore* 6-5 240 «Jr. 
Kyle Russo 6-3 245 Fr. 
OT Isaac Thomas 5-11 289 Sr. 
Charlie Brown 6-4 255 dr. 
DT Joseph Miller* 6-3 275 Sr. 
Jonathan Stewart 6-2 260 Jr. 
OE Marquis Sykes 6-3 253 So. 
Ryan Davenport 6-2 228 Sr. 
LB Craig Robertson* 6-0 225) *S0. 
Bron Hager 6-1 210 Fr. 
LB Tobe Nwigwe 6-2 240 Jr. 
Colt Mahan 6-1 220 Sr. 
LB A.J. Penson 6-1 220 So. 
Steve Warren 6-1 215 dr. 
cB Antoine Bush* 5-11 170 Jr. 
Chris Neal 5-9 182 So. 
cB Latif Nurudeen* 6-1 200 = Sr. 
Adryan Adams 6-0 182 Jr. 
s Kartey Agbottah* 6-2 190 Jr. 
Greg Garden 5-11 _187 So. 
s Kylee Hill 5-10 186 dr. 
Germaine Dawson 6-1 213 Sr. 
Special Teams 
Pos. Name Ht. Wt. Ci. 
K Thomas Moreland* 5-10 193 So. 
P Truman Spencer* 6-3 200 Sr. 


* Returning Starters in Bold 
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For more coverage of the Buffaloes, visit wwuws.colorado.rivals.com 


14; 6 offense, 7 defense, punter 


OB Cody Hawkins, ‘RB Darrell Scott, 

_ WR Josh Smith, WR Patrick Williams, 
~ OT Ryan Miller, DT George Hypolite, 
"LB Brad Jones, CB Gardner McKay 


etly building an élite offensive line. This _ 


cu has put on the field since 2002. The. — 
defensive line features two all-conference- 
level tackles and a deep, talented group 
of linebackers who should be eto to tun 
against. f 


Replacing two starting comerbacks. will. 

probably lead to some growing pains in 

a league where spread offenses require 

four or five competent coverage guys. — 

Coaches might have to rely on several 
ookie™ Fight ends. The team ‘will also be : 

_ breakin ‘ina new placekicker. : 


'RB Hugh Charles, LB Jordon Dizon, 
‘CB Terrence Wheatley, OT Tyler Polumbus, — 


0G Kai Maiava 


‘The Buffs, still young, should be in every 
‘game and could upset an opponent or 
two. A tough schedule probably will pre- 
vent : a big jump in the win column — 
with ‘that kind of improvement more 14 
face ean in 203i beh d Toth 


Pi ef 
! Poe? & Ft 


‘The Offense is young) but Tes: are qui-_ 


» group has the potential to be the best 


TE Tyson Devree, WR Dusty ‘Sprague, hf eas 


Pieces in Place, but Hawkins’ Rebuilding Job Continues 


he rebuilding project in Boulder is 

moving along nicely under third- 
year coach Dan Hawkins. He assembled 
a top 15 recruiting class in February, fol- 
lowing a memorable win over Oklahoma 
and a bowl loss to Alabama. 

The Buffaloes are just 8-17 in Hawkins’ 
first two seasons at Colorado, but he has 
made a huge impact in turning around 
lagging ticket sales and booster contribu- 
tions, as well as erasing negative percep- 
tions that permeated the program. 

The third year of a coach’s tenure often 
is pivotal. With most of the headaches of 
transition in the past, a team can make 
a big jump in the standings. Colorado 
might have trouble doing that this year 
with another murderers-row schedule and 
a very young roster. 

“Tt’s definitely a dogfight, but that’s cer- 
tainly what makes it fun,” Hawkins said. 
“That's why I don’t think you can assume 
that your record is going to continue to 
improve when you've got to scratch and 
claw every week. I don’t know that any of 
that is a given.” 

Hawkins is beginning to get many of 
his own recruited players on the field af- 
ter relying on talent signed by the former 
coaching staff. The downside is many of 
those players are inexperienced. The ros- 
ter will feature more than 70 freshmen, 
redshirt freshmen and sophomores. 

There are still plenty of changes oc- 
curring. Players were able to run regu- 
lar seven-on-seven drills, thanks to the 
presence of a new multi-purpose indoor 
practice bubble. Coaches said the benefits 


were noticeable at the beginning of spring 
practices. 

CU tweaked its offense by adding a 
no-huddle element. Game plans that fea- 
tured 40 different personnel groupings 
are a thing of the past. Coaches wanted 
to make things simpler for young players 
and to keep their best talent on the field. 

The defense also changed some things, 
including toying with using more looks 
with three defensive linemen and four 


linebackers. 


OFFENSE 


Sophomore Cody Hawkins will be 
the starting quarterback for the second 
straight year, barring surprise improve- 
ment from senior Nick Nelson or redshirt 
freshman Matt Ballenger. 

Hawkins, who played through plenty of 
mistakes early on, with 14 interceptions 
in his first eight starts, wound up throw- 
ing for 3,015 yards and 22 touchdowns. 

The coaches’ patience paid off; he threw 
only one pick in the final four regular-sea- 
son games. 

Hawkins’ numbers should improve for 
a variety of reasons. He has 13 starts un- 
der his belt. The players around him are 
better and more experienced. The coaches 
installed a shotgun-dominated, no-hud- 
dle version of the offense during spring. 
The players love it. 

CU will feature three new starters on 
the line, and that likely will lead to some 
problems early in the year, but the Buffs 
have a lot of talent in the trenches from 
the past two recruiting classes. The pro- 


M12. Linoy's Sports ANNUALS 


Wwww.LINDYSSPORTS.comM 2008 


2. Sa 


Cody HawkiINS Photo by Doug Pensinger/Getty images ; 


Photo by: Doug Pensinger/Getty Images 


_ Brad Jones 


, . = 


gram went through some lean times along 
the front line recently, but those days are 
over. There is a wealth of big, strong and 
skilled players there now. 

The running game figures to feature 
1. prep 
running back in the 2008 class. Even if 


Darrell Scott, the nation’s No. 


it takes Scott a few games to get comfort- 
able in the system, he'll probably be worth 
the wait. 

Sophomores Demetrius Sumler and 
Brian Lockridge will play regardless of 
how well Scott performs, especially in the 
passing game. Sumler ran for 335 yards 
last season. 

There is little experience at tight end, 
but plenty of skill, size and speed at wide 
receiver to compensate in the no-huddle 
approach. Wide receiver has been a sore 


ewe Offe, 


2007 sta Stats: © 1442 in yng sia (8th in Big 12/68th in NCAA), 234, 3 passing s(101h/S4th), 378: 5 total thease (10th/72ndh, 27.3 ppg (tothve2nd) 
POS STARTER YR. COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 


QB Cody Hawkins* So,__ Started all 13 games last season as a freshman. Nick Nelson, Sr. 
RB _ Demetrius Sumler So. Leading returning rusher in Buffaloes’ attack. D. Scott, Fr./B. Lockridge, So. 


WR _ Patrick Williams* Sr___ Caught everything in spring ball to open eyes. George Walker, So. 


WR Josh Smith So. __Big-play threat still looking for his first score. Myron Hardy, So. 


WR__ Scotty McKnight* So. Old reliable in'a sophomore's body. Moves toslot. __ Jordan Shipley, So. 


TE __Riar Geer* Jr. Could be suspended after spring assault charges. Patrick Devenny, Jr. 


LT _ Nate Solder So. __ Converted tight end with all the tools for this job. Adam Ulatoski, Fr. 


LG Mike litis Fr,__Already one of the strongest players on the roster. __ Charlie Tanner, Fr. 
Brett Valdez, Sr. 


iG Daniel Sanders* Sr.___ His teammates call him “Girthy.” He's earned it. 


RG Erick Faatagi Sr. Missed the past two years, but has plenty of talent. Charlie Tanner, Fr. 
RT Ryan Miller* So.___ One of the finest young linemen in themnation. ‘Adam Ulatoski, Fr. 
*Returning Starter 


srd), 389.3 total defense (6th/64th), 29.5 ppg (7th/78th) 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
DE Maurice Lucas* Sr. This could be the year he reaches his potential. Lagrone Shields, Fr. 
DT George Hypolite* Sr.__ All-Big 12 tackle on his way to the NFL. Taj Kaynor, Jr. 


DT Brandon Nicolas* Sr__ Mr. Underappreciated. He's tough to block. Eugene Goree, Fr. 


DE Marquez Herrod So. _ Hoping to become the next great pass rusher. Jason Brace, Jr. 
LB Marcus Burton Jr. Missed 2007 with academic problems. Shaun Mohler, Jr. 


LB _ Jeff Smart* Jr. Coaches are enamored with this former walk-on. Michael Sipili, So. 


LB Brad Jones* Sr.__ Might have a tough time holding the starting job. BJ. Beatty, So. 
CB Gardner McKay Sr. Fourth-year player with speed, but little action. Jimmy Smith, So. 


CB Cha’pelle Brown dr___His 5-7 height might be a concern. Jalil Brown, So. 
SS ___D.J. Dykes* Sr. Makes plays in the film room on Tuesday. Travis Sandersfeld, Fr. 


FS___Ryan Walters” Sr___ This heavy hitter is coming off shoulder surgery. Anthony Perkins, Fr. 


“Returning Starter 


spot in this program of late, but with 
players such as senior Patrick Williams, 
sophomores Scotty McKnight and Josh 
Smith and freshman Markques Simas, it 
could become a strength. 


DEFENSE 


The Buffaloes have six senior start- 
ers back, including all-conference caliber 
tackles in the heart of the defense. George 
Hypolite and Brandon Nicolas should 
make this unit tough to run against — 
again. 

The problem has been stopping the 
high-powered passing attacks prevalent 
in the Big 12. Colorado generated just 19 
sacks last season, and many of those came 
from blitz packages as opposed to a domi- 
nant defensive lineman beating blocks. 


The hope is that young defensive ends 
such as Marquez Herrod, Conrad Obi, 
Lagrone Shields and Jason Brace develop 
quickly to provide more pressure on the 
passer. Coaches are also toying with the 
idea of using, at least part time, a 3-4 
look because of so much young talent and 
speed in the linebacker corps. 

Linebackers Marcus Burton (academ- 
ics) and Michael Sipili (discipline) missed 
last season but return to join senior Brad 
Jones, junior Jeff Smart and sophomore 
B.J. Beatty as the nucleus of the group. 

Others, such as junior college transfer 
Shaun Mohler and prep standouts Jon 
Major and Doug Rippy, arrive this sum- 
mer as part of one of the best group of 
linebacker recruits in the country. 


Colorado is breaking in a pair of new 
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Darrell Scott, RB 

The Buffs have big plans for Scott, who is the top-rated recruit Dan 
Hawkins has ever signed. The coaching staff has even discussed 
designing parts of the offense around the talented newcomer. That's 
‘ probably a smart thing to do for a player who rushed for 6,500 yards 
and 85 touchdowns during his high school career. 


Ryan Deehan, TE 

Because of a lack of depth, at least two of the three incoming tight 
ends are expected to play in 2008. A four-star recruit, Deehan is the 
likely candidate to see the field first. 


Shaun Mohler, LB 

The Buffaloes’ only junior college signee in the 2008 class, Mohler will 
come in with a chance to play immediately at linebacker. He changed 
his pledge from Nebraska to Colorado after the coaching change in 
Lincoln. Mohler was a first-team All-American last fall as a sopho- 
more at Orange Coast College after he recorded 93 tackles — 22 for 
a loss — and seven quarterback sacks. 


3 NEWCOMERS OF IMP ACT 


Chance Blackmon WR OOO 6-3 185 Tatum, 1X 
Rated as the nation's No. 79 wide receiver by Rivals.com. 


Curtis Cunningham =DT OOO 6-2 262 Littleton, CO Columbine 
Rated as the No. 4 overall prospect in Colorado by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation's 
No. 46 defensive tackle. 


Ryan Dannewitz 1 ooo 6-6 276 San Jacinto, CA San Jacinto 
Rated as the No. 64 overall prospect in California by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 49 offensive tackle. 


Jameson Davis kK oo 5-11 190 Eagle, ID Eagle 
Enrolled in January after completing two-year mission. 


Ryan Deehan TE ©0000 — 6-4 228 Poway,CA Poway 
Rivals250 selection...Rated as the No. 30 prospect in California...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 9 tight end. 


Vince Ewing BB OO 6-0 190 Carlsbad, CA Carlshad 
Chose Colorado over Air Force...Had 82 tackles as a senior...Had 100 tackles as 


a junior...All-West Region. 


Bryce Givens 1 ©0800 ~— 66 257 Denver,Co Mullen 
Rivals100 selection... Rated as the No. 1 prospect in Colorado...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 12 offensive tackle. 


Tyler Hansen Bb oOO 6-1 185 Temecula, CA Chaparral 
Passed for 1,652 yards and 10 touchdowns as a senior. 


Steven Hicks BB OOO 5-10 175 Whitehouse, TX Whitehouse 
Rated as the No. 100 overall prospect in Texas by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 47 safety. 


Lynn Katoa B oO000 6-2 220 Salt Lake City, UT Cottonwood Senior 
Rivals100 selection...Rated as the No. 1 prospect in Utah...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 2 inside linebacker. 


Patrick Mahnke BB OOo 6-2 183 Highlands Ranch, CO Mountain Vista Highlands 
Rated as the No. 9 overall prospect in Colorado by Rivals.com. 


Committments 
Average Stars 


THE SLEEPER 


Rotiney Stewart, RB 

Stewart averaged 10.8 yards per carry 
as a senior. He also made a number of 
big plays as a kick and punt returner. 


2009 NEEDS 


The Buffs signed one defensive lineman last 
recruiting cycle and they will lose three of 
their four starters following the 2008 sea- 
son, so defensive end and defensive tackle 
becomes a top priority. Cornerback is anoth- 
er need. Colorado plans to sign three or four 
cornerbacks in 2009. 


Jon Major Bb ooOoo 64 230 Parker, Ponderesa 
Rivals250 selection...Rated as the No. 2 prospect in Colorado...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 9 inside linebacker. 


Shaun Mohier Bb oooOo 63 225 Costa Mesa, CA Orange Coast ¢.C. 
Rated as the No. 17 junior college prospect in American by Rivals.com. 


Will Pericak Bb Oooo 64 247 Boulder, CO Boulder 
Rated as the No. 6 overall prospect in Colorado by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 33 inside linebacker. 


Ray Polk RB OOOO — 6&0 195 Phoenix, AZ Brophy Prep 
Rivals250 selection...Rated as the No. 3 prospect in Arizona...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 11 running back. 


Doug Rippy Bb ooo 6-2 218 Trotwood, OH Trotwood-Madison 
Rated as the No. 31 overall prospect in Ohio by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation's 
No. 59 outside linebacker. 


Darrell Scott RB OOOOCO 60 204 Ventura,CA St Bonaventure 
Rivals100 selection...Rated as the No. 1 prospect in California...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 1 running back...Had 6,500 yards and 85 touchdowns in high school career. 


Rodney Stewart RB OO 5-7 170 Columbus, OH Brookhaven 
Buffaloes added sleeper late...Rushed for 2,036 yards and 33 TDs while averaging 10.8 
yards per carry as a senior. 


Max Tuloti-Mariner =0L ©OOO 64 300 Corona,CA Corona 
Rivals250 selection...Rated as the No. 20 prospect in California...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 7 offensive guard. 


Paul Vigo AH Ooo 61 172 New Brunswick, NJ New Brunswick 
Buffaloes added sleeper on Signing Day...Had 126 tackles, five quarterback hurries, 
eight passes broken up as middle linebacker. 


Ryan Wallace Tr ooo 6-4 217 Bowling Green, KY Bowling Green 
Rated as the No. 10 overall prospect in Kentucky by Rivals.com. 
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SPRING ROSTER NOTEBOOK 


olorado has been reasonably stable with only 

-four head coaches in the past 25 years. The 
same can't be said for the assistants. 

This offseason marked the first time since the 
mid-1990s that the Buffs didn’t have a shake-up 
of its staff. All nine of Dan Hawkins’ assistants 
remained with the program over the winter, giv- 
ing some sense of stability to a youthful roster. 

Hawkins believes he has several future head 
coaches among his group of assistants, and 
keeping the group together for one year was a 
challenge. Hawkins said several members have 
turned down more lucrative opportunities to 
continue the rebuilding process in Boulder. 

¢ Colorado entered the summer awaiting 
results from two separate off-field incidents in 
the spring that could hamper some of what the 
Buffs will do when the season opens. 

Tight end Riar Geer, a starter the past two 
seasons, and true freshman linebacker Lynn 
Katoa (Salt Lake City) were awaiting their fate 
from the school’s Office of Judicial Affairs after 
both were arrested for second-degree assault. 

Geer would be the biggest loss because 
there is little experience on the roster behind 
him. Coaches were eager to get Katoa on the 
field as well. He was the other five-star recruit 
in the 2008 class, along with running back 
Darrell Scott. 

© Colorado has lost four of its last five bowl 
trips, including a defeat to Alabama in the 
Independence Bowl a year ago. Just getting to 
the postseason was a big accomplishment, how- 
ever, as they were 2-10 in 2006. 

The Buffs, who won six straight bowl 
games in the 1990s, are trying to get regain 
their old form. 

© Excitement is back in Boulder. The pro- 
gram drew a record crowd of 17,800 to its 
spring game. 

© The Buffs had two players selected in the 
NFL Draft, both in the second round. Linebacker 
Jordon Dizon went to the Detroit Lions with the 
45th overall selection. Cornerback Terrence 
Wheatley was the 62nd selection, going to the 
New England Patriots. 


QB 6-4 
OLB 6-2 
0G 6-3 
FB 6-1 
SN 6-1 


KYLE BLACK WR 5-11 


92 JASON BRACE DT 6-4 


CHAPELLE BROWN B57 
JALIL BROWN 
RJ. BROWN 


BENJAMIN BURNEY 


MARCUS BURTON LB 6-1 


MAURICE CANTRELL FB 6-1 


KENDRICK CELESTINE WR 5-11 


DAVID CLARK 6-4 


KEVIN COONEY 6-6 
5-11 
6-3 
6-3 
6-1 


6-1 


MARQUEZ HERROD 


4 DREW HUDGINS DE 


86 GEORGE HYPOLITE DT 6-1 


64 MIKE ILTIS OG 6-3 


25 ARTHUR JAFFEE ™ 5-11 200 


WwW COLORADO STATE (013 31-28 
at Arizona State 14-34 
FLORIDA STATE 6-16 
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starting cornerbacks, which won't be easy 
because this is the youngest area on the 
squad. Even if senior Gardner McKay 
earns one starting spot, it will be the first 
significant playing time of his career. 
Except for 6-2 sophomore Jimmy 
Smith, the Buffs find themselves under- 
sized at corner. Possible starter Cha’pelle 


ISTHE 
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Brown checks in seven inches shorter. 


Brown served as the nickel back the past 
two years, but could be the other starter 
opposite McKay. 

Sophomore Jalil Brown led the team in 
special teams points last year and now gets his 
chance to prove himself on defense. None of 
the other four or five cornerbacks competing 
in training camp have any experience. 

Safety should be a strength with seniors 
Ryan Walters and D.J. Dykes making 
the calls and delivering big hits. Redshirt 
freshman Anthony Perkins has loads of 


potential and got most of the spring snaps 


_... Started. ee 13 games in 2007, 
early 3,015 yards and 22 touch- 


while Walters recovered from surgery. He cou be in tne f : 
ie cou in line for a special season 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


The Buffs can only go up in this area. 
Given the background of Hawkins and 
special teams coach Kent Riddle, count 
on improvement after Colorado was be- 
low average nationally last season. 

Hawkins and Riddle excelled at special 
teams play and blocking kicks while at Boi- 
se State. The Buffs, though, have blocked 
just two in the past two seasons. The team 
made progress in the spring with several 
blocks in each scrimmage work. 

CU goes into training camp with a 
battle at placekicker for the first time in 
five years. Aric Goodman, a transfer from 
Wyoming, was the most accurate in the 
spring. Jameson Davis, a 23-year-old true 
freshman back from a Mormon mission, 
seems to have a stronger leg. Goodman 
could be the field-goal specialist with 
Davis handling kickoffs. 

The Buffs will have new punt and 


7 cas in California and some expect him’ to 

take the Buffs to a title, too. ... Rushed for more 

an 4,800 yards | and 66 touchdowns in his 
ior and senior’ seasons. : 


paeatel RTE ONE dahl nee 
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Accomplished, On 
And Off the Field 


George Hypolite has an NFL future, but 
doesn’t have much time to think of that 
right now. The Buffaloes senior defensive 
tackle is doing more to help fulfill the 
dreams of others first. 


. aes + 


Even as Hypolite figures to be the heart 
and soul of the Buffs defense in 2008, foot- 
ball is an afterthought when it comes to 
describing the true nature of the man. He 
graduated in May with two majors in eth- 
nic studies and women’s studies after only 
three years in college. 

His intention is to become an attorney 
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later in life to help those less fortunate. 
He is a classic Type A personality and high- 
achiever. 

Hypolite spends his summers and what- 
ever free time he might have during the 
school year involved in charity work with 
homebound AIDS patients and battered 
women. He was one of 11 players nation- 
wide selected to the American Football 
Coaches Association Good Works team a 
year ago. 

“I demand more of myself and I expect 
more of myself,” Hypolite said. 

“I think I was raised that way. It all 
comes back to the foundation that was set 
on me when I was in elementary school. 
I've never really expected just to be aver- 
age or another guy.” 

Hypolite’s six sacks last year was the 
most by a CU interior defensive lineman 
since Tyler Brayton had seven in 2002. 
Brayton was drafted in the second round 
of the 2003 draft by the Oakland Raiders. 

Hypolite earned first-team all-confer- 
ence honors a year ago after making 44 
tackles, including 11 for loss. 

Hypolite joined the Colorado program 
at, perhaps, its lowest point in 2004. He 
has played in two bowl games but also has 
been a part of the transition and turmoil 
that has defined the program during his 
career. 

Getting the program securely back in 
good standing in his immediate goal. 

“I want to have fun,” Hypolite said. 
“That's my No. 1 goal. My coach and I sat 
down and thought about some tangible 
goals that you can touch, but in reality 
if I win all those things and we have a 
6-7 season, I’m definitely not going to 
be happy. 

“I want for me and my teammates just 
to have fun and for people to get so ex- 
cited about this program that it goes and 
skyrockets.” 


kick returners. Speedy wide receiver Josh 
Smith is a possibility for both. Walk-on 
Jason Espinoza handled punt returns well 
in spring drills. 

Matt DiLallo enters his third season as 
the punter, although he needs to get back 
to booming the ball as he did as a fresh- 
man after dropping off to a 40.1-yard av- 


erage last season. 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 

The Buffs have made a habit of loading 
up with tough non-conference competi- 
tion. This season will be no different. It 
kicks off against in-state rival Colorado 
State at Denver's Invesco Field. 

The home opener a week later against 
Eastern Washington is the only softy. The 
Buffs host West Virginia on a Thursday 
night before traveling to play Florida State 
in Jacksonville. Those are just the first two 
games in a brutal seven-week stretch. 

The conference schedule begins with a 
home date with Texas, a trip to Kansas, 
back home for Kansas State, at Missouri 
and at Texas A&M. They finish up with 
Iowa State and Oklahoma State at home 
before the finale at loathed Nebraska. 

— Kyle Ringo 


SCHEDULE 
“Aug. 30 vs, Colorado State (Denver) — 
ept.6 EASTERN WASHINGTON 


ce a bats 
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By Mark Wangrin 


C-USAranks 11 | 


COACH: David Bailiff — At Rice: 3-9, 1 year; overall: 
24-24, 4 years 

OFFENSIVE COORDINATORS: Tom Herman 

DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Chuck Dreisbach, 

Craig Naivar 

LAST LEAGUE TITLE: 1994, Southwest Conference 
co-champions 

LAST TIME DIDN'T GO BOWLING: 2006, New Orleans 
RETURNING STARTERS: 16; 8 offense, 7 defense, kicker 
PLAYERS TO WATCH: QB Chase Clement, WR Jarett 
Dillard, OT Scott Mitchell, TE James Casey, LB Brian 
Raines, S Bencil Smith, S Andrew Sendejo 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: These guys will score — espe- 
cially in Conference USA. The Owls struggled early last 
season against BCS foes (Baylor, Texas Tech, Texas), 
but they averaged 37.25 points in leaque games. Enjoy 
Chase Clement and Jarett Dillard one more time. 
POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Like many Conference USA 
teams, where's the D? It could be a tough start if 

the defense isn’t much improved, as the Owls open 
against SMU (and new pass-happy coach June Jones), 
then play three consecutive road games — Memphis, 
Vanderbilt and Texas. 


Owls In A Box 


OFFENSE 

Chase Clement and Jarett Dillard went to Rice to 
run an option attack — and they might leave after this 
season with at least one NCAA pass-catch record. 

Clement and Dillard have connected on 32 
career touchdown passes, only six behind the 
NCAA record shared by two other tandems. 

Clement, who is still pretty nifty with his feet, 
has plenty of other options at his disposal, too. 
Of all the Rice touchdowns last season, only one 
was scored by a player who is not returning. 

The Owls should be younger, but more ath- 
letic on the line, which is a good sign for a running 
game that was one of the nation’s least productive, 
averaging only 111 yards a game. 

Last year’s opening-game starter at running 
back, C.J. Ugokwe, is back from injury, although 
his replacement in ‘07, Justin Hill is coming off 
a spring shoulder injury. 

Scott Mitchell, a Canadian freshman who signed 
in July last year, excelled at tackle despite lacking 
size (270) and experience. He should lead the line. 

Helping take double coverages off Dillard will 
be tight end James Casey, a former minor league 
pitcher who volunteered to pitch in last season at 
defensive end without practicing there — and he 
had a sack against Southern Miss. 

Casey, who also saw action as a short yard- 
age back, earned some Freshman All-American 
honors last season. 


2008 Schedule 


2007 Results 


DEFENSE 

Rice fielded one of the Bowl Subdivision’s worst 
defenses last year. The Owls gave up 192.4 yards 
a game on the ground. That ranked 100th — and 
the worse news was that it was the unit’s best rank- 
ing among the four major defensive categories. 

The Owls should have expected that after the 
season’s first play — when heady safety Bencil 
Smith broke his foot and was lost for the year. 

But last year’s woes could be this year’s blessings. 
Smith is back at full strength, as are linebackers Brian 
Raines, Robert Calhoun and Terrance Garmon, 
who all missed time due to injuries in ‘07. 

Ends Scott Solomon and Cheta Ozougwu were 
forced to play as true freshmen last season, but 
could benefit from the experience this year. Both 
showed signs of being forces on the outside. 

The silver lining in Smith’s injury last year was 
the move of Andrew Sendejo from rover to free 
safety, where he’s expected to make a big impact. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

Clark Fangmeier is back as the kicker, but he'll 
be challenged by recruit Kyle Marten of South 
Dakota. The Owls must find a new punter — Mark 
Brundage gets first crack — and juice up their return 
games, which were rated among the nation’s worst. 

Punt returns checked in at 109th and kickoff 
returns at 115th. 

Tyler Smith showed promise on returns last 
year before blowing out his knee, and coach David 
Bailiff will look at several incoming freshman, most 
notably Shane Turner to share the load. 


OVERVIEW 

Unfortunately for the Owls, it seems every step 
up leads to a step or two back. 

After the ‘06 season, in which the Owls went 
to their first bowl game since 1961, head coach 
Todd Graham bolted for Tulsa. Offensive coor- 
dinator Major Applewhite left for the same job at 
Alabama. 

Last year Rice — the little engine that some- 
times can, just nowhere near often enough — fell 
back to what's been reality. Injuries piled on inju- 
ries; lineups were shuffled. That added up to a 3-9 
record. But Bailiff had 80 players out for spring ball 
— up from 49 his first spring — and hopes are high 


the Owls will get back on a winning tear. 


2007 Rankings 


Aug. 2s ‘SMU 3-9, 3-5) OFFENSE © PERGAME RANK 
‘Sept. 6 ‘at Memphis L NICHOLLS 14-16 Scoring 31.4 40 
Sept. 13 at Vanderbilt Lat Baylor 17-42 Rushing 110.9 103 
‘Sept. 20 atTexas. | - TEXAS TECH 24-59 Passing 298.1 15 
Bite > NORTH TEXAS [rs at Texas 14-58 Total 404.0 51 
“attaa Y XSninentiss S322 eae rae 
SOUTHERN MISS _ ; Scoring 42.9 118 
ee cetanad pc MeNrHS. 35-38 | Rushing 198.4 100 
ae | Lat Marshal SiadN icaiencan Mesieat an lats 
Ee 56-48 | Total 510.8 118 

ARMY | wat SMU 43-42 
MARSHALL =| L TULANE 31-45 TOMARGIN PERGAME RANK 
HOUSTON © 1. TULSA 43-48 |) -2 - O17 73 


Se 
JAAETT BILLARD } 


QB Chase Clement* s 
John Thomas Shepherd 6-1 192 dr, 


RB C.J. Ugokwe 5-11 213 Jr. 
Justin Hill* 5-11 205 So. 
WR Jarett Dillard* 5-11 185 Sr. 
Patrick Randolph e511 e170 esSox. 
WR Tommy Henderson 5-9 185 Sr. 
Pierre Beasley 6-3 217 So. 
WR Toren Dixon* 6-2 208 Jr. 
John Welch _ 6-2 185 Jt. 
TE James Casey 6-4 245 So. 
Taylor Wardlow* 6-6 230 dr. 
LT Scott Mitchell* 6-4 270 So. 
Kody Emmert 6-5. 255" Fr 
LG Jimmy Miller 6-3 305 Sr. 
Charlie Weibusch 6-3 210 dr. 
c Austin Wilkinson* 6-2 275 Sr. 
Cameron Vester 6:3 aid ee dive 
RG David Berken* 6-4 295 Sr. 
Travis Mason 6-4 280 dr. 
RT _Tyler Parish 6-4 300 Fr. 
Preston Thompson 6-6 290 Sr. 
Pos. Name tee Wt wret 
DE Scott Solomon* 6-3 250 So. 
Kramer Lucio. 6-4 240 So. 
OT Chance Talbert 6-6 250 Jr. 


Cameron Thompson 6-0 285 So. 


OT Chris Ptaszek 6-5 302 Sr 
Todd Mohr 6-2 2o5seeenoe 
DE Cheta Ozougwu* 6-2 240 So. 
Aaron Williams 6-3 220 So. 
LB Brian Raines* 6-1 222. | Sr. 
Terrance Garmon 6-2 ecle eesiee 
LB Vernon James* 6-1 220. ~=«Sr. 
Robert Calhoun 6-1 220 dr. 
CB —_— Brandon King* 5-9 182 Sr. 


Chris Douglas 5-9 175 ore 
cB Joseph Leary* 5-11 180 So. 


Ja‘Corey Shepherd 5-11 _ 190 Sr. 


S _ Bencil Smith 541 200 Sr. 
Chris Jones_ 6-1 190 So. _ 

SS Willie Garley 5-11 195 So. 
Max Anyiam 6-2 210 So. 

FS Andrew Sendejo* 6-1, 92138 ire 
Brent Hotard 6-1 205 Fr. 


wt. 
Belt 185° 
6-0 170 


K Clark Fangmeier* 
P Mark Brundage 


* Returning Starters in Bold 
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IOWA STATE 


AT A GLANCE 


3-9 overall, 2-6 Big 12 (T-5th, North) 


Gene Chizik — At ISU and overall: 3-9, 
‘1 year 


RETURNING STARTERS 
15; 7 offense, 7 defense, punter 


PLAYERS TO WATCH 
RB Alexander Robinson, RB Jason Scales, 
WR Marquis Hamilton, WR R.J Sumrall, 
DE Kurtis Taylor, LB Jesse Smith, 

CB Allen Bell, FS James Smith 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS 
The defensive backfield is loaded with 


sidering four of the front seven will be 

made up of first-year starters. Tailback 

Alexander Robinson is a star in the mak- 
~ ing. The run game will have to be sharp 

witha pair of quarterbacks learning on 
the job. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS _ 


‘The Cyclones will have to play through 
"any quarterbacking mistakes. There isn’t. 
a No. 1 target in the passing game with 
‘Todd Blythe gone, so someone will need 
_ to emerge. Defensively, it is a young core 


ables ina league as tough as the Big 12, 


_ WR Todd Blythe, QB Bret! Meyer, TE Ben 
 Barkema, LB Alvin Bowen, NG seen 
, Rubin, K Bret Culbertson. 


" Chizik likes that there isn’t a fie super- 


star player on his roster and this will be 
a group that buys into the team dynamic. 
The non-conference slate is not particu- 
larly daunting, which should give ISU 
some confidence heading into Big 12 play. 
Bottom line is this team will go as far as 

_ its young quarterbacks and a developing 
‘defense take it. : 


experience, but it has to play like it con- ~ 


‘that is short on experience and measure- 


EYGEGNES 


IOWA 


Cyclones’ Rebuilding Project Remains on Schedule 


tes Chizik’s first season at Iowa 
State was a difficult one, although 
the team ended with victories in two of its 
last three games, providing some encour- 
agement despite a 3-9 record. 

“There's a blueprint down for what we 
want to do and I’m not changing that 
Chizik said. 
wins and I know what works. It’s basic 
200-year-old fundamental football. We've 


got to work hard and recruit the right 


blueprint,” “T know what 


people to fit in it.” 

The former Auburn and Texas de- 
fensive coordinator is doing just that. 
Of course, players leftover from Dan 
McCarney’s era remain and continue to 
contribute. 

Relationships have now been built with 
Chizik and his staff. Last year was about 
learning, as players and coaches tried to 
get in sync. Those things aren’t much of 
an issue anymore. 

“Its a lot easier the second time 
around,” Chizik said. “The (players) have 
got a lot better idea of what's expected of 
them and where we expect the direction 
of our football to be headed.” 

The adjustment period is all but over. 

“Everything seems so much more natu- 
ral,” said senior receiver Euseph Messiah. 
“They know what we are capable of and 
how far to push us. We have taken a whole 
other step in this program.” 

Fans have bought into Chizik and his 
ideals, last year purchasing a record num- 
ber of season tickets. ISU should approach 
36,000 sold again this fall as the team tries 
to push upward in a tough Big 12. 


The Cyclones will have to do it without 
three of the most productive and popular 
players in school history. Gone are quar- 
terback Bret Meyer, receiver Todd Blythe 
and linebacker Alvin Bowen. 

But Chizik is starting to build the pro- 
gram with the type of players that fit, and 
he’s re-shaping the ones that were already 
in Ames. 

A lot of resources and energy are be- 
ing invested in football at ISU. Jack Trice 
Stadium has undergone a makeover since 
last season, and fund-raising is ongoing to 
build up the south end zone with lower 
and upper deck seating. 

The work has to be done on the field, 
too, and Chizik is expecting noticeable 
improvement in year two. 

“We are going to coach them better and 
they are going to execute better,” he said. 


“There won't be a lot of changes.” 


OFFENSE 


It’s been a while since the Cyclones 
have had to break in a new quarter- 
back. They've got two newbies this 
season replacing four-year starter Bret 
Meyer. 

Sophomores Austen Arnaud and Phil- 
lip Bates will both see playing time this 
fall. Arnaud has six games of experience 
to draw from while backing up Meyer 
last season. Bates played receiver as a 
true freshman and is a threat to run as 
well as pass. 

“Phil, he wants to run first,” said re- 
“He's such 


an athlete. I’m pretty sure he came from 


ceiver Marquis Hamilton. 
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STATE CYCLONES IOWA 


Alexander Robinson 


Photo by G Newman Lowrance/Getty Images 


Photo by: John Williamson 


a system in high school where he was a 
run-first, pass-later type of guy.” 

Hamilton will be a key figure in ISU’s 
passing game. The junior was the team’s 
second-leading receiver last season with 
45 catches for 534 yards. Hamilton, along 
with senior R.J. Sumrall, must be hugely 
productive as the only proven performers 
in the receiving corps. 

The hope is that top newcomers — 
freshman Sedrick Johnson and junior col- 
lege transfer Jason Carlson — can have an 
immediate impact. 

Tight end/fullback Derrick Catlett 
caught 21 balls last season and must be 
accounted for. 

At tailback, its Alexander Robinson's 
job to lose. The sophomore had a big fin- 
ish to last season with 391 yards and six 


Scouting Report: Offense 


2007 stats: 123.7 ypg rushing (10th in Big 12/95th in NCAA), 203.3 ypg passing (11th/78th), 326.9 ypg total offense (12th/102nd), 18.2 ppy (T-11th/111th) 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 


QB Austen Arnaud _ $0. Duo will split time under center. Phillip Bates, So. 
RB Alexander Robinson So. _ Huge ’07 finish showed his range of skills. Jason Scales, Sr.* 
FB Derrick Catlett Jt. iS TE hybrid can run block and catch passes. Brian Ekwelundy, Jr. 
WR RJ. Sumrall* Sr. __ Reliable wideout looking for first career TD. Euseph Messiah, Sr. 
WR Marquis Hamilton Jt Big target may become ISU's go-to guy. Wallace Franklin, Sr. 
TE Collin Franklin So. _ First-year starter better pass catcher than blocker. Derrick Catlett, Jr.* 
LT___Doug Dedric” _ Sr. Junior colleg e transfer was voted ISU's top newcomer. Matt Hulbert, So. 
LG Kelechi Osemele Fr.__ Huge player (6-5, 341) impressed in spring. Alex Alvarez, So. 
Brandon Johnson* _—_—Sr._ Started every game in 07 as first-year starter. Mike Knapp, Jt 
RG Ben Lamaak* So. _ Converted TE becoming team’s top lineman. Joe Blaes, Sr. 


"Reggie Step Jr 
*Returning Starter 


Veteran has started 15 straight games, 


Trey Baysinger, Fr. 


Scouting Report: Defense 


2007 stats: 136.1 ypg rushing (6th in Big 12/44th in NCAA), 254.3 passing (5th/91st), 390.3 total defense (7th/65th), 31.8 ppg (10th/S3rd) 


POS _ STARTER YR. COMMENT BACKUPIKEY DEPTH 


DE Rashawn Parker* dr. Undersized end can’t be kept out of lineup. Christopher Lyle, Jr. 
DT __ Bailey Johnson So. __ Special teamer jumping into starting role. Chris Weir, Sr. 

‘DT _ Jerrod Black Fr.___ Impressed last year as top scout team defender. Nate Frere, Jr 

DE Kurtis Taylor” Sr. Ranked second in Big 12 in sacks last season. Nick Frere, Sr. 

LB Michael Bibbs St. Could have biggest impact of first-time starters, Cameron Bell, So. 


LB Jesse Smith* Jr. 
_Fred Garrin sale 


Derec Schmidgall, Jr. 
Josh Raven, Jr. 

Allen Bell* ut. Devin McDowell, So. 
Chris Singleton* Zac Sandvig, So. 


$S Chris Brown* Sr.___Improved every year; finally atop depth chart. Steve Johnson, Jr. 


Former walk-on has become a team leader. 
Another part-timer who'll have to step it up. 
Great athlete who is ISU's best cover man. 


FS James Smith" Jr Solid tackler and an emerging playmaker. Brandon Hunley, Sr. 
*Returning Starter 


touchdowns in the final four games. draft picks and the team’s second-leading 


Robinson will be spelled by senior tackler exhausted their eligibility. 
Jason Scales, who has been effective when Defensive end Kurtis Taylor could be 


he hasn't been injured throughout his ca- the team’s defensive star after a breakout 


reer. 

Another senior runner, J.J. Bass, will 
get some carries if he gets back in the 
good graces of the coaching staff. Bass was 
suspended indefinitely in the spring. 

The Cyclones return four starters on 
the line, though it would not be a sur- 
prise if new ones emerge. Right tackle 
Ben Lamaak was moved to guard in 


what could look like a completely re- 
shuffled front five. 


DEFENSE 


ISU’s defensive coaches hope to identify 
some playmakers quickly after two NFL 


junior season. Taylor was second in the 
Big 12 with 6.5 sacks and showed no ill 
effects from the knee injury that cost him 
the previous season. 

The Cyclones need help on the interior 
from several unproven players. 

Junior Nate Frere is the biggest and has 
the most experience, though he didn’t see 
the field much last year. Redshirt fresh- 
man Jerrod Black, sophomore Bailey 
Johnson and Chris Weir, a little-used ju- 
nior college transfer from a year ago, sit 
atop the depth chart. 

Former walk-on Jesse Smith takes over 
for two-time All-Big 12 stud Alvin Bowen 
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CYCLONES RECRUITING 2008 


Sedirick Johnson, WR 

Johnson was the top-rated prospect in lowa State’s 2008 class, and it 
took a protracted recruiting battle with Texas A&M to get him. Depth 
| at receiver is shaky, so he would appear to be an almost sure thing to 


————— 
| rivals.com 


Committments 
Average Stars 


be on the two-deep in September. 


Zach Guyer, K 


field goals and Mahoney handling PATs and shorter field goals. 


] Jason Cartson, KR 


He has speed and big-play capability. 


3 NEWCOMERS OF IMP ACT 


Pos. Stars Ht. Wt. Hometown School 


Ter'Ran Benton DB OOS 5-11 175 Mansfield, TX Mansfield Summit 
Rated as the nation’s No. 63 cornerback by Rivals.com...Returned a fumble and a punt 
for a score. 


Brayden Burris “loo 6-5 250 Wichita, KS Bishop Carroll 
Rated as the No. 10 overall prospect in Kansas by Rivals.com...Helped team to 11-2 
record as a senior. 


Carter Bykowski Tr oo 6-7 245 Eden Prairie, MN Eden Prairie 
Rated as the No. 10 overall prospect in Minnesota by Rivals.com...Team won back-to- 
back state championships. 


Jason Carlson WR OOO 6-0 195 Wahpeton, ND North Dakota Stale College of Sclence 
Caught 46 passes for 743 yards and nine touchdowns in 2007...Averaged 33 yards on 
kickoff returns. 


Darius Darks AH OOO 6-1 175 Pflugerville, TX Connally 
Rated as the nation’s No. 81 athlete by Rivals.com...Threw for 885 yards and seven 
touchdowns as a senior...Ran for nine touchdowns. 


Emest Ferguson 1B OS 6-0 215 Royal Palm Beach, FL Royal Palm Beach 
Played running back and linebacker...Selected lowa State over West Virginia. 


Zach Guyer kK oo 6-3 170 Johnston, 1A Johnston 
Rated as the No. 10 overall prospect in lowa by Rivals.com...Put 51 of 61 kickoffs in 


the end zone last season...Hit on 11 of 14 field goal tries. 


Kevin Hamlin 1B Oo 6-3 215 West Palm Beach, FL Dwyer 
Had 78 tackles, 18 for loss and six sacks as a senior...Chose lowa State over Eastern 
Kentucky. 


Kurt Hammerschmidt TE OG 6-6 235 St Louis, MO DeSmet 
Had 40 tackles and five sacks as a senior...Had three sacks in one game in 2007... 
Lettered in basketball and track. 


Chase Hamer AH Oo 6-5 Pflugerville, TX 
Had 566 catches for 730 yards and nine touchdowns as a senior. 


Connally 


Scott Haughton ol oo 6-4 323 Sanford, FL Seminole 
Was team Most Valuable Player as offensive guard and defensive tackle...Selected lowa 
State over Buffalo. 


Leonard Johnson «= ATH OOO §-10 177 Largo, FL 
Rushed for 911 yards and 12 touchdowns as a senior...Chose lowa State over Ole Miss, 
South Florida and West Virginia. 


Sedrick Johnson WR OGOG 6-4 200 Am, 1X An 
Rated as the No. 30 prospect in Texas and the nation’s No. 34 wide receiver by Rivals. 
com...Caught 79 passes for 1,652 yards and 24 scores during the last two seasons. 
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Either Guyer or fellow freshman Grant Mahoney will handle the kick- 
ing chores for lowa State in some fashion; there is no incumbent. 
Odds are they will split the duty, with Guyer handling kickoffs and long 


| Carlson was the only junior college prospect in lowa State's class and 
he is being looked at to improve the Cyclones’ moribund return game. 


THE SLEEPER 


If depth becomes an issue in lowa 
State’s secondary, Johnson is the 
likely candidate to step in. He’s athletic 
and said to be a quick study. 


Total Stars 
National Rank: 62 


2009 NEEDS 


lowa State will look for quantity and quality 
along the offensive line in its 2009 class, 
probably signing as many as six. Receivers 
and linebackers also need replenishing. 


Pos. Stars Ht. Wt. Hometown 


Cleyon Laing 0 oOo 6-4 260 Edmonton, Alb, Edmonton 
Had 17 catches for 272 yards and eight touchdowns as a senior...Cyclones added 
Canadian sleeper late. 


Dustin Land DBBOOS 6-0 197 Millon, FL Milton 
Threw for 1,200 yards and 12 touchdowns and rushed for 600 yards and eight scores 
as a senior...Chose lowa State over Florida Atlantic. 


Judah Linder DB OO 5-11 170 Miami, FL Edison 
Had 40 tackles and five interceptions in 2007. 


Roosevelt Maggitt DE OO 6-2 189 Palm Beach Gardens , FL 
Had 47 tackles and 18 sacks as a senior...Selected lowa State over Pitt. 


Grant Mahoney kK oo 5-10 160 Marion, 1A Lin Mar Community School 
Hit longest field goal of 43 yards as a senior...Chose lowa Sate over Montana State. 


Jake McDonough §=DE OOO 6-6 238 West Des Moines, IA Valley 
Rated as the No. 4 overall prospect in lowa by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 47 strongside defensive end. 


Lonzie Range WR OG 6-2 176 Carrollton, TX 
Tore his ACL prior to the start of his senior season. 


Stephen RuempolhamerDT © © 6-3 Tulsa, OK Union 
Had 57 tackles and three sacks as a senior...Selected lowa State over Ohio and 
Missouri State. 


Jeremiah Schwarz RB OO 5-10 248 Orlando, FL 
Rushed for more than 1,700 yards and 18 touchdowns in 2007. 


Edgewater 


B® ooo 
Rated as the nation’s No. 19 dual-threat quarterback by Rivals.com...Passed for 1,600 
yards and 12 touchdowns as a senior. 


6-3 184 San Antonio, TX 


Ethan Tuftee 1 oo 6-4 Davenport, 1A Assumption 
Rated as the No. 7 overall prospect in lowa by Rivals.com...Three-year track 
letterman. 
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AUSTIN ALBURTIS 
ALEX ALVAREZ 
AUSTEN ARNAUD 
JAMICAH BASS 
PHILLIP BATES 
TREY BAYSINGER 
ALLEN BELL 
CAMERON BELL 
TAYLOR BENNETT 
MICHAEL BIBBS 
JERROD BLACK 

JOE BLAES 

MIKE BRANDTNER 
CHRIS BROWN 
DERRICK CATLETT 
DOUG DEDRICK 
GRADY DERHEIM 
BRIAN EKWELUNDU 
TRAVIS FERGUSON 
COLLIN FRANKLIN 
WALLACE FRANKLIN 
NATE FRERE 

NICK FRERE 

FRED GARRIN 
ANTHONY GREEN 
MARQUIS HAMILTON 
NICK HARKLAU 
JASON HARRIS 
MATT HULBERT 


BRANDON HUNLEY 


HomeTown 


League City, TX 
Ames 

Altamonte Springs, FL 
Omaha, NE 
Dallas, TX 
Tallahassee, FL 
Round Rock, TX 
West Des Moines 
Atlanta, GA 
Houston, TX 
Cherryvale, KS 
Bettendorf 
Gainesville, TX 
Fort Collins, CO 
Tempe, AZ 

Edina, MN 

Corpus Christi, TX 
Waterloo 

Simi Valley, CA 
Beaumont, TX 
Muscatine 
Muscatine 
Shepherd, TX 
Missouri City, TX 
Oklahoma City, OK 
Humboldt 
Clearwater, FL 
Ankeny 


Grandview, MO 


ZACH HUNT 


Minneapolis, MN 


CHASE HURTIG 
BAILEY JOHNSON 
BRANDON JOHNSON 
STEVE JOHNSON 
HOUSTON JONES 


RANDY KELLMAN 


Hull 

Homewood, IL 
Rushville, NE 
Denver, CO 
Oklahoma City, OX 


Kissimmee, FL 


KLAYTON KIRKPATRICK 
JOSEPH KLEREKOPER 
MIKE KNAPP 

BEN LAMAAK 


JUSTIN LILLIE 


Tackles: A. B 


Humboldt 
Longview, TX 


West Des Moines 


Interceptions: 


Sacks: K. Tay 


or 6.5 


Tackes for loss: A. B 


ht mag 


TO 


No. NAME 
CHRISTOPHER LYLE 
CHRIS MAHOSKI 
TAYLOR MANSFIELD 
CURTIZ MATHIS 
A.J. MATTHEWS 
DEVIN MCDOWELL 
KRIS MEANS 
EUSEPH MESSIAH 
DERRON MONTGOMERY 
PATRICK NEAL 
MICHAEL O'CONNELL 
KELECH] OSEMELE 
RASHAWN PARKER 
LUKE PINKELMAN 
JOSH RAVEN 
ALEXANDER ROBINSON 
JUSTIN RUMPLE 
ALEX SANDVIG 
ZAC SANDVIG 
JASON SCALES 
TOM SCHMELING 
DEREC SCHMIDGALL 
CHRIS SINGLETON 
KYLE SLIFKA 
NICK SLOBIDSKY 
JAMES SMITH 
JESSE SMITH 


SEAN SMITH 


PATRICK STEINBACH 
REGGIE STEPHENS 

R.J. SUMRALL 
MICHAEL TATE 

KURTIS TAYLOR 

RICKEY THOMPSON, JR. 
JOE VANSTROM 

EVAN VENCIL 

CHRIS WEIR 

JAKE WILLIAMS 
JOHNNY “BO” WILLIAMS RB 


DAVID WONDERS 


HomETowN 
Waldorf, MD 
Bettendorf 
Decorah 

Harvey, IL 
Clearwater, FL. 
Garland, TX 
Grand Junction, CO 
Bettendorf 
Garland, TX 
West Des Moines 
Cedar Rapids 
Houston, TX 
Ponca City, OK 
Cozad, NE 

Fort Myers, FL 
Minneapolis, MN 
Casey 

West Des Moines 
West Des Moines 
West Des Moines 
Atlantic 
Lincoln, NE 

Fort Myers, FL 
Cresco 
Naperville, IL 
Council Bluffs 
Altoona 
Wildwood, MO 
Albia 

Rowlett, TX 
Orlando, FL 
Brenham, TX 
Fort Dodge 
Ames 

Ham Lake, MN 
Ankeny 

Miami, FL 

West Des Moines 
Lauderdale Lakes, FL 
Waukee 


Ulysses, NE 


Long 
55 


51 
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Results =. ) 


ack Trice Stadium will have a new look this fall 

with the addition of 22 new luxury suites and 
the expansion of two existing suites on the west 
side. The concourse on that side also got a face- 
lift, with more restrooms and concession stands, 
and a wider area for fans to walk around. 

Club seating on the stadium’s east side was 
overhauled and redone. The project — funded by 
the sale of suites and club seats, increased ticket 
revenue and private donations — cost nearly $20 
million. 

* The stars are gone from Iowa State's football 
team, and in some ways, that’s a good thing in 
the eyes of Gene Chizik. 

The coach had Todd Blythe, Bret Meyer and 
Alvin Bowen on his first ISU team. All were fan 
favorites as well as star players. 

“T like this football team because nobody expects 
to be on the cover of anything,” he said. “Nobody 
expects everybody to be talking about them. To me, 
that’s a great thing. I love it. I love an anonymous, 
you-don’t-know-who-I-am football team. 

© Unhappy with his situation at the University 
of Florida, tailback Bo Williams left the school 
and transferred to Iowa State in January. Williams 
won't be eligible to play this season due to NCAA 
transfer rules, but was able to participate in 
spring practices. 

The four-star recruit out of Lauderdale Lakes, 
Fla., been billed as a complete back, though not 
at this point in his career. 

“He's struggling simply because he’s trying to 
learn everything,” Chizik said during the spring. 
“There's so much more involved than just putting 
your hands on the ball and running.” 

¢ ISU is once again maximizing its revenue for 
its “premium” home game of the year. The only 
single-game seats available for the Cyclones’ 
Oct. 18 game against Nebraska will be on the 
Jack Trice Stadium hillsides. 

Fans who buy tickets from ISU’s ticket office will 
need to purchase a $350 season-ticket package for 
all six of its home games. Athletic officials followed 
a similar plan in 2007 with its game against in- 
state rival Iowa. No single-game tickets of any kind 
were available for purchase, although ISU sold a 
record 36,610 season tickets last year. 


NORTHERN IOWA 13 
at Toledo 35- 36): 
17-35 


at Nebraska 


— Tt Texas Tech 


COLORADO 


at Kansas 
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Kurtis Taylor 


as the leader of ISU’s linebacking crew. 
Smith, in his first year as a starter, finished 
with 79 tackles and proved he belonged 
in the lineup. 

Michael Bibbs and either Josh Raven 
or Fred Garrin will be alongside Smith. 
Their contributions so far in their career 


have been mainly on special teams. 


ISU would love for Bibbs to turn out 
like Bowen did in his second season af- 
ter transferring from a junior college, 
which was the nation’s leader in tackles 
per game. 

There is all kinds of experience in the 
secondary with five players returning with 
starting experience. Cornerbacks Allen 
Bell and Chris Singleton each started 12 
games a year ago and have good cover and 
ball skills. 

Junior free safety James Smith needs to 
replicate his effort from a year ago, when 
he was one of the team’s most consistent 
tacklers and playmakers. Strong safety 
Chris Brown was injured on the final day 
of spring practice and hopes to be full 
speed by August. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


As it usually is at the kicking position, 
it should be an unpredictable season for 


the Cyclones. They are breaking in a pair 


of freshman kickers to take the place of 


veteran Bret Culbertson. 

The two players — in-state recruits 
Zach Guyer and Grant Mahoney — will 
split field goal and kickoff duties and 
probably will try a little of both at some 
point this season. 

ISU is set at punter with Mike 
Brandtner entering his third season as 
the starter. 

What the Cyclones don’t have is a 
legitimate return man who can handle 
punts and kickoffs. The team’s return 
units were not at all productive in 07. 


Several players will get their chance, 


“catchin passes out of the - 


"Sedrick Johnson, WR 


Johnson was a Texas A&M 


switched coaching staffs. 
“Also was. recruited by 
‘Florida, 
“Missouri, LSU and Nebraska. 
\.. He put up huge numbers 
‘over his final two prep seasons with a combined 


~... Robinson “has 
ills'and elusive- 


..« The soph- 
‘is a big threat 


‘backfield. He had 23 Teceptions last year, the 


that Kind of season as. 
es freshman,” but injuries 


“He h ne ey seasons left to make his mark. 


TOP NELUCOMER 


_ 


Had his pick of schools 
coming out of Arp High 
School in Troup, Texas. 


commit at one time, but 
reconsidered after the Aggies 


‘TCU, Michigan; 


79 receptions, 1,652 yards and 24 touchdowns. 
.. Will have a chance’ to play right away as 


a true freshman, 
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Player Profile 


Phillip Bates 


mew ea 


Athletic Sophomore 
Back at Quarterback 


Phillip Bates has some catching up to 
do. He’s making up for lost time as best 
he can. 


A a 


After a season spent playing receiver, 
the sophomore from Omaha, Neb., has 
moved full time to his natural position of 
quarterback. Bates is competing with Aus- 
ten Amaud for the starting job — and has 
been doing all he can to prove he deserves 
the nod. 

“T love the way he’s studying the game,” 
coach Gene Chizik said. “He’s coming in on 
his own to watch film. I'm really proud of 
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Phillip. He's still got a lot of growing up to 
do, but he’s taking it all in.” 

Bates’ athletic ability got him on the 
field last season as a true freshman. 

He worked some with the quarterbacks, 
but spent most of his practice time with 
ISU’s receivers. 

Bates had played quarterback most of 
his life and didn’t contribute much as a 
pass catcher. He had just five receptions, 
though his 38-yard leaping grab in the 
fourth quarter against in-state rival Iowa 
set up the game-winning field goal. 

“It's helped him understand some things 
because of living the other side as a wide- 
out,” quarterbacks coach Tony Petersen 
said. “Down the road I think itl help him 
even more as he gets to understand all of 
what he’s doing.” 

It didn’t take Bates long to re-learn the 
position. 

“It's not really an adjustment; it’s mem- 
ory and getting back to what you used to 
do,” Bates said. “Last year, it was a great 
thing that I got on the field and got to 
help out the team.” 

Bates’ greatest skill may be his escap- 
ability. The 6-1, 207-pounder showed this 
spring he can make things happen with his 
legs, planned or unplanned. 

“When something breaks down, I try to 
make a play,” Bates said. “I've got a lot 
of strengths, but that is one of the things 
I like to do the most. I'm just trying to get 
better at something every day.” 

Amaud is a year older and has actual 
game experience from splitting time with 
Bret Meyer a year ago. 

Coaches have discussed the quarter- 
backs sharing playing time as the two have 
strengths that complement one another. 

“T looks like it could happen, but it’s not 
my decision,” Bates said. “Whatever the 
coaches feel they need to do, we'll do. We 
are competing against each other, but at 
the same time we are always encouraging.” 


including a handful of true freshmen 
that have speed and escapability with 
the ball in their hands. 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


The Big 12’s rotating divisional sched- 
ule works in Jowa State’s favor this season 
with heavyweights Oklahoma, Texas and 
Texas Tech on a two-year hiatus. Instead, 
the Cyclones get Texas A&M at home and 
play at Baylor and Oklahoma State — 
it could still be tough, but it’s definitely 
a good trade-off. 

ISU’s non-conference is not incredibly 
challenging with a game at in-state rival 
Iowa the most difficult. The Cyclones 
play at UNLV, and are home against Kent 
State and South Dakota State, which is 
from the Football Championship Subdi- 
vision (formerly Division I-AA). 

North Division favorites Missouri and 
Kansas, as well as rebuilding Nebraska, 
all come to Ames, but ISU will spend 
most of its November away from Jack 
Trice Stadium. 

Three of its final four games are on the 
road, including trips to Colorado and the 
season finale at Kansas State. 


— Eric Peterson 


a 
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COACH: June Jones — At SMU: 1st year; overall: 
76-41, 9 years 

OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Dan Morrison 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Tom Mason 

LAST LEAGUE TITLE: 1984, Southwest Conference 
co-champions 

LAST BOWL: 1984, Aloha 

RETURNING STARTERS: 12, 5 offense, 5 defense, 
kicker, punter 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: WR Emmanuel Sanders, K Thomas 
Morstead, LB Will Bonilla, CB Bryan McCann 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: The run-and-shoot offense under 
June Jones gives the Ponies some instead credibility 
and recruiting cachet. Frontline players are capable, but 
the depth might not yet be there. If QB Justin Willis 
returns from suspension, SMU’s hopes jump immedi- 
ately. Opening game comes against Rice on national 
TV, something the Mustangs have rarely enjoyed. 
POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: If Justin Willis doesn’t come 
back, the offense will suffer. Receivers are decent, 

but not deep. Jones still has a couple of classes to 

go before he can adequately recruit for his scheme. 
Defense, all around, must make quantum leap. 


Mustangs In A Box 


OFFENSE 

There was a time when many questioned if June 
Jones would live or die — worrying less about wheth- 
er he'd ever coach football again than his ability to 
live a normal life following a harrowing car crash. 

After that ordeal, raising SMU from football 
irrelevance must seem like a piece of cake for Jones, 
who pulled a similar trick at Hawaii, landing the 
Warriors in a BCS bowl at the end of last season. 

Sure, the Warriors were thumped by Georgia 
.. but SMU would gladly take the beating just to 
be on the big stage again. 

Jones has been pleased with most aspects of his 
new project, but he is waiting on better quarterback 
play. Last year’s starter, Justin Willis, sat out the spring 
because of disciplinary reasons, but is expected to return 
when he takes care of the necessary requirements. 

In his stead, Logan Turner and Daniel Miller 
battled for the job in the spring, with neither show- 
ing Jones what he needs in a guy to run his offense. 

“We'll find a quarterback,” Jones said. “There 
are only two types of quarterbacks — one who gets 
better during the game and one who gets worse. 
We'll be fine — the system works.” 

DeMyron Martin had a solid spring game at 
running back but the line, expected to start two 
freshmen, remains a question. 

Jones was pleasantly surprised by the talent 
and depth at receiver, led by wideout Emmanuel 
Sanders, who led the Ponies with 74 catches for 


2008 Schedule 


Aug. 29 at Rice (1-11, 0-8) 
Sept. 6 TEXAS STATE  L_ ‘TEXAS TECH 9-49 
“Sept. 13 at Texas Tech 49 W NORTHTEXAS = 45-31 
Sept. 25 atTulane | TY real 
(07) 45-48 
One atUCF = | atSouthern Miss. 7-28 
Oct. 11 TULSA L TULANE (07) 34-44 
Oct. 18 HOUSTON Lat Tulsa 23-29 
Oct. 25 at Navy Lat Houston 28-38 
Nov. 8 MEMPHIS L RICE 42-43 
Nov. 15 at UTEP L UCF 20-49 
“Nov.29  SOUTHERNMISS | atMemphis(0T) 52-55 
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2007 Results 


889 yards and nine touchdowns. 

Tempering Jones’ optimism is that receivers 
La’Cori Johnson and A’Darius Medford required 
surgery to repair knee injuries in the spring. 


DEFENSE 

There’s only one way to go and that’s up. 

The Mustangs defense ranked 116th in yardage 
allowed (498.7 ypg) and 117th in points allowed 
(39.8), which means a unit that returns seven start- 
ers must step it up this year. 

The starters are led by linebacker Will Bonilla 
and cornerback Bryan McCann, 

The Ponies will be young on the edges, with 
a pair of sophomore ends in Anthony Sowe and 
Youri Yenga. Experience is prominent at tackle, 
with seniors Patrick Handy and Serge Elizee. 

Bonilla, who tied for the team lead in tackles 
last season with 82, heads a young linebacking 
corps that includes sophomores Justin Smart in the 
middle and Peter Fleps on the weakside. 

SMU needs better coverage from a secondary 
that features cornerbacks Derrius Bell and Bryan 
McCann, who led the team with four interceptions, 
and safeties Tyler Jones and Rock Dennis. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

If there's one thing the Ponies should have, it’s 
a punter. Given plenty of chances by an impotent 
offense, Thomas Morstead was fourth in the nation 
with a 44.6 average and was named first-team 
All-C-USA — the only Pony so honored. 

Emmanuel Sanders is back to handle punt 
returns after averaging 9.1 yards on 20 returns, but 
the Ponies must find a new face to boost their ane- 
mic kickoff returns. That job is wide open. 

Morstead was also a capable kicker, hitting 13 of 
20 field goal attempts and leading SMU in scoring. 

Frank Gansz, who earned a reputation as one 
of the top special teams coaches in the NFL, joins 
Jones’ staff to fill that same role. 


OVERVIEW 

With Jones at the helm, the question of an 
SMU renaissance becomes a when, not an if. Texas 
high school football is getting deeper in quarter- 
backs and receivers, and the guys deemed too small 
to play elsewhere will love playing for Jones. Look 
for the Ponies to break even, maybe even make 
a bow if things proceed faster than expected. 


2007 Rankings 


B AON MARTIN 


Ofiense 
Pos. Name Ht. Wt. Cl. 
QB = Logan Turner 6-0 179 Fr. 
Daniel Miller 6-0 186 Fr, 
RB DeMyron Martin* 6-2 234 Sr. 
Chris Butler 5-10 _210 So, 
WR Emmanuel Sanders* 6-1 175 ~ Jr. 
Simeon Thomas 6-0 172 Fr. 
WR Aldrick Robinson 5-10 170 So. 
Kyle Sullivan 6-0 170 So. 
WR Josh Bryant 5-8 176 ~— So, 
Bruce Greenberg 5-7 170___So. 
WR Zach Zimmerman* 6-1 166 dr. 
Bradley Haynes 6-3 205 Fr. 
ur Kelvin Beachum 6-3 283 Fr. 
Vincent Chase 6-5 252 Sr. 
LG Sean Lobo” 6-3 300s Sr. 
Josh LeRibeus 6-4 332 Fr. 
Cc Mitch Enright* 6-2, 272 Jr. 
Andrew Robiskie 6-1 284 Fr. 
RG Bryce Tennison 6-3 292 Fr. 
Kelly Turner 6-3 281 Fr. 
RT Tommy Poynter 6-4 277 Sr. 
J.T. Brooks 6-5 305, Fr, 
Defense 
Pos. Name Ht. wt. Cl 
DE Anthony Sowe 6-2 240 = So, 
Jordan Johnson 6-3 pe RY 
OT Patrick Handy* 6-2 256 = Sr. 
Chris Parham 6-3 286 dor. 
DT _— Serge Elizee* 6-1, 30%), “Sr, 
Zac Thomas 6-4 250 ___So. 
DE Youri Yenga* 6-2 225 = So. 
Adrian Dizer 6-6 240 dr. 
LB Will Bonilla” 5-11 225 Sr, 
Jason Jackson 6-0 219 So, 
LB Justin Smart 6-2 240 So. 


Ryan Moczygemba 6-1 222 So. 


LB Pete Fleps 6-2 226 So. 
Chase Kennemer 6-0 215 Jr. 
cB Derrius Bell 5-10 167 So 
Tim Cros 5-11 _ 175 So 
cB Bryan McCann* 6-0 1760S. 
Chris Castro 5-9 179___“Frr. 
Ss Tyler Jones 6-1 203 So 
K.J. Ellis 6-2 214 Jr. 
Ss Rock Dennis 5-10 189 dr. 
De'Von Bailey 6-2 209 So, 
Special Teams 
Pos. Name Ht Wt. Ct 
K Thomas Morstead* 6-5 233 Sr. 
P Thomas Morstead* 6-5 2330S. 


* Returning Starters in Bold 
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KANSAS JAYHAWKS 


RETURNING 
— 6 off — 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS 
To ener wre wis 3 


Plenty of starters return particul 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS 
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KANSAS 


KANSAS 


Many of the Same Faces, 


ansas annual awards banquet after 
Ke Orange Bowl victory was delayed 
more than two months because of sched- 
uling conflicts. It ended up working out 
perfectly. 

With spring football starting less than 
a week later, coach Mark Mangino made 
it clear at the banquet that this was the 
last time KU would celebrate its amazing 
2007 season. 

There was more work to be done and 
all eyes would immediately stare straight 
ahead. 

“This isn’t the Orange Bowl team,” 
running back Jake Sharp said a few days 
later. “This is a brand new team. We have 
to go out and prove it all over again.” 

No small task, considering the histori- 
cal significance of KU’s 2007 edition. The 
Jayhawks shocked the college football 
world by rolling to an 11-0 start and fin- 
ishing with a 12-1 record and the Orange 
Bowl victory over Virginia Tech. They fin- 
ished No. 7 in the Associated Press poll. 

It was a dream year for Kansas fans, 
further fueled by the national champi- 
onship in men’s basketball a few months 
later. But Mangino, his staff and his team 
quickly got over their own accomplish- 
ments, grabbing a log and immediately 
getting back to “sawing wood” — the 
team’s battle cry to give constant effort. 

“We feel like we've got a lot of work 
to do in a lot of areas,” Mangino said. 
“There’s no part of our team that doesn’t 
need attention.” 

True, but many of those holding the 
saws have plenty of experience. Nine 


JAYHAWKS KANSI 


With a Few New Wrinkles 


starters return on defense, and gutsy 
quarterback Todd Reesing is back leading 
an exciting up-tempo offense. A target is 
now on the Jayhawks’ back, but a sense of 
confidence never before realized will try 
to balance that out. 

In addition, the goals not met might 
prove to be a blessing going into 2008. 
A loss to Missouri in the regular-season fi- 
nale denied the Jayhawks the Big 12 North 
division title. As a result, they didn’t have 
a chance at either the conference crown or 
the national championship. 

Its almost strange putting “Kansas 
football” and “national championship” in 
the same sentence. But the Jayhawks were 
on the doorstep of such talk a year ago 
before being kicked out of the party. That 
hunger stayed with them. 

“We know what it takes to become 
12-1,” wide receiver Dexton Fields said. 
“Now, the goal is 14-0.” 


OFFENSE 


One year ago, Todd Reesing wasn’t even 
sure if he would be the starting quarter- 
back. He was locked into a competition 
with Kerry Meier that he didn’t win until 
the middle of August. 

That's hard to fathom now consider- 
ing what “Sparky” accomplished in 2007. 
Reesing was dazzling, throwing for 3,486 
yards with 33 touchdowns and just seven 
interceptions. He had 213 consecutive 
attempts without an interception at one 
point, flirting with Trent Dilfer’s Division 
I record. 

Reesing is back — and only a junior 
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— meaning KU’s high-powered offense 
remains high in potential. 

“Tr’s all about improving fundamentally 
and knowing the offense,” Reesing said. 
“Having a year under your belt in this sys- 
tem definitely helps.” 

Second-year coordinator Ed Warinner 
planned to go back through KU’s play- 
book and adjust it according to the per- 
sonnel. It’s an elastic scheme designed to 
play to his players’ strengths. 

“We're going to try to not be exactly 
like we were,” Warinner said. 

Plenty of experience will make it easier. 
Reesing will be able to throw to senior 
Dexton Fields, sophomore Dezmon Bris- 
coe or junior Kerry Meier, who is also Re- 
esing’s backup at quarterback. 

Jake Sharp is an explosive option — 


Scouting Report: Offense 


2007 stats: 188.8 ypg rushing (Sth in Big 12/31st in NCAA), 291.0 ypg passing (4th/17th), 479.8 ypg total offense (4th/8th), 42.8 ppg (1st/2nd) 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH | 


QB Todd Reesing* Jr. 33 TDs anchored strong attack; can he repeat? Kerry Meier, Jr. 

RB Jake Sharp Jr. Ran for 821 yards as a part-time back in ‘07. Jocques Crawford, Jr. 
WR __Dexton Fields* Sr.__ Solid possession receiver; led KU with 63 catches. Kerry Meier, Jr. 

WR __Dezmon Briscoe” So. Sky's the limit after strong true freshman season. Rod Harris, So. 

WR Marcus Herford Si. Timeto realize his potential on offense. Johnathan Wilson, So. 
TE _ Bradley Dedeaux So. One career catch, not much experience. Nick Plato, Fr. 

LT _ deff Spikes Fr.__ Highly praised by staff; can he excel asa freshman? __ Matt Darton, Sr. : 
LG Adrian Mayes* Sr. __ Former walk-on was solid in starting role. Jeremiah Hatch, Fr. 
Ces Cantrell” Sr.___ Sat out spring with injury; brings veteran presence. Sal Capra, So. 

RG Chet Hartley* Sr.__JC transfer was key part of O-line in first season. Carl Wilson, So. 

RT Matt Darton Sr.__ Agood “program guy” who started one game in ‘07. _ lan Wolfe, So. 
“Returning Starter 


Scouting Report: Defense 
2007 stats: 94.8 ypg rushing (2nd in Big 12/8th NCAA), 222.5 ypg passing (2nd/49th), 317.3 ypg total defense (1st/12th), 16.4 ppg (1st/4th) 
DE __ Russell Brorsen* Sr.___ Former All-State wrestler was solid in Orange Bowl. Jake Laptad, So. 
Di__Caleb Blakesley* Jr. Can he help replace James McClinton’s motor? Jamal Greene, So. 
DT Todd Haselhorst Sr.___Injury-plagued career getting back on track. Richard Johnson, Fr. 


DE John Larson* Sr. Academic All-American led line with 43 stops. Max Onyegbule, Jr. 


LB Mike Rivera” Sr. Moved to OLB last year, better suited for his speed. __Justin Springer, So. 
LB Joe Mortensen* = Sr. __ Best returning defender but recovering from injury. Drew Dudley, So. 
LB James Holt* Sr. ___ All-Big 12 honorable mention; had 99 tackles in‘07.__ Jake Schermer, Jr. 


CB Kendrick Harper Sr. Frequent contributor in ‘07 when healthy. Anthony Webb, Jr. 
CB Chris Harris* So. One of top freshmen in Big 12 last season. Isiah Barfield, Fr. 
SS __ Patrick Resby* Sr. _ Injury derailed first season at Kansas. Tang Bacheyie, Sr. 
FS Darrell Stuckey* Jt Arrock at safety with 72 tackles, two picks last year, Justin Thornton, Jr 
*Returning Starter 


though not the only option — at running 
back. Jocques Crawford, the NJCAA Of 
fensive Player of the Year, arrives this fall. 
Expect Crawford to get plenty of touches 
and share the load with Sharp. 

The interior of the line all returns, 
led by fifth-year senior Ryan Cantrell at 
center. The key will be to find adequate 
tackles to replace Cesar Rodriguez, who 
graduated, and Anthony Collins, who 
skipped his senior season to go pro. He 
was a fourth-round pick. 

The Jayhawks had a 76-point explo- 
sion against Nebraska and scored 50-plus 
points four other times last season. 

“We're not going to go out there and 
surprise anyone,” Reesing said, “so we re- 
ally have to work harder than last year to 
get back to that level.” 


DEFENSE 


Kansas’ offense was so fun and exciting 
that the potency of the defense was easy to 
overlook. But the defense got its time to 
shine in the Orange Bowl, when it com- 
piled five sacks and three interceptions. 

“We kind of wanted to show everybody 
what we can do,” linebacker Joe Mortens- 
en said after the game. 

If returning personnel is any indication, 
last year’s success could forecast this year’s 
potential. Kansas returns nine starters on 
defense led by Mortensen, an All-Big 12 
middle linebacker who made 106 tackles 
in ‘07. Mortensen suffered an offseason 
knee injury, but expects to be back by the 
season opener. 

There is senior experience to the side 
of Mortensen with James Holt and Mike 
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JAYHAWKS RECRUITING 2008 


Jocques Crawiord, RB 

mj Crawford, a junior college standout, joined the Jayhawks in time for 
spring practice. With Brandon McAnderson graduated, Crawford will 
be counted on to fill some of the void. 


Daymond Patterson, WR 

Patterson, a three-star recruit, is expected to help the Jayhawks’ 
receiving corps. Two of KU’s top three receivers graduated, and 
Patterson is one of the top newcomers for Mark Mangino’s squad. 


Nicholas Plato, TE 

All three high school signees at tight end — Plato, Tim Biere and 
Tanner Hawkinson — will have the opportunity to play right away. 
J Plato could have the upper hand after going through spring workouts 
with the team. 


3 NEWCOMERS OF IMP ACT 


Pos. Stars Hi. Wt. Hometown School 


Tim Biere TE 6000 6-4 226 Omaha, NE Westside 
Rated as the No. 5 overall prospect in Nebraska by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation's 
No. 19 tight end. 


Greg Brown BB OOO 5-11 164 Cedar Hill, TX Cedar Hill 
Rated as the No. 86 overall prospect in Texas by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 36 cornerback. 


Jocques Crawiord =RB OOOO 6-1 220 Cisco, IX 
Rated as the No. 16 junior college prospect in America by Rivals.com. 


Nathan D’Cunha 0 OGO0 — 6&7 307 SantaBarbara,CA Santa Barbara C.C. 


Rated as the No. 37 junior college prospect in America by Rivals.com. 


Rod Harris WR OOO 6-2 190 Brenham, TX 
Rated as the No. 56 junior college prospect in America by Rivals.com. 


Blinn 6.C. 


Tanner Hawkinson §=TE OOO McPherson 


..Rated as the nation’s 


6-6 230 McPherson, KS 


Rated as the No. 3 overall prospect in Kansas by Rivals.com. 
No. 23 tight end. 


Ben Lueken lb ooo 6-5 318 St Louis, M0 Chaminade 
Rated as the No. 13 overall prospect in Missouri by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 62 offensive guard. 


Trevor Marrongelli OL OOO 6-4 285 Round Rock, TX 
Rated as the nation’s No. 62 offensive tackle by Rivals.com. 


D.J. Marshall DE ooo 6-4 230 Mesquite, TX Mesquite 
Rated as the No. 99 overall prospect in Texas by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 36 strongside defensive end. 


Darius Parish T ooo 6-3 325 Wichita, KS 
Rated as the No. 9 overall prospect in Kansas by Rivals.com. 
No. 58 defensive tackle. 


Wichita North 
..Rated as the nation’s 
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Darius Parish, DL OOOoS 


Parish, a one-time Nebraska commit- 
ment, switched to the Jayhawks after 
the coaching change in Lincoln. He's 
the No. 9-ranked player in Kansas, and 
has the size and strength to be an 
eventual anchor for the Jayhawks’ 
defensive line. 


Total Stars 
National Rank: 40 


2009 NEEDS 


The Jayhawks will try to bolster their group 
of linebackers in 2009. All three expected 
starters in 2008 will be seniors, with little 
experience behind them. Only one lineback- 
er, Josh Richardson, was signed in the 2008 
class. 


BIG 12: 9 


Pos. Stars Ht. Wt. Hometown School 


Daymond Patterson WR OOO 5-8 165 Mesquite, 1X North Mesquite 
Rated as the No. 73 overall prospect in Texas by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 73 wide receiver. 


Kale Pick eB ooo 6-1 198 Dodge City, KS Dodge City 
Rated as the No. 7 overall prospect in Kansas by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 13 dual-threat quarterback. 


Nicholas Plato DE ooo 6-6 228 Edwarisville, IL Edwanisville 
Rated as the No. 28 overall prospect in Illinois by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 46 strongside defensive end. 


Corrigan Powell 0B OOO 5-10 161 Garland, 1X 
Rated as the nation’s No. 60 cornerback by Rivals.com. 


Sean Ranshurg AH OOO 6-1 185 Harrisonville, MO Harrisonville 
Rated as the No. 11 overall prospect in Missouri by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 76 athlete. 


Josh Richardson Bb ooo 6-4 195 Dublin, OH 
Rated as the No. 50 overall prospect in Ohio by Rivals.com. 


Alonso Rojas K 000 63 195 Miami, FL 
Signed with Bowling Green out of high school. 


Lubbock Smith BB OOO 5-11 182. Dallas, ™% 
Rated as the nation’s No. 53 safety by Rivals.com. 


John Williams ol ooo 6-4 335 Tulsa, OK Booker 7. Washington 
Rated as the No. 6 overall prospect in Oklahoma by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 32 offensive guard. 


Duane Ziatnik DB ooo 64 260 Rossville, KS Rossville 
Rated as the No. 5 overall prospect in Kansas by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 39 strongside defensive end. 
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Dallas, T 
31. STEVEN FOSTER FB 62235 Sedgwick 
4 GARY GREEN CB OS9 175 St San Antonio, TX 
99 JAMAL GREENE DT 64 301 So Kansas City 
24 KENDRICK HARPER CB. 5-9 190 Sr Hartwell, GA 
16 CHRIS HARRIS CB 6-0 180 So Bixby, OK 
85 ROD HARRIS, JR. WR 62 200 So Bryan, TK 
79 CHET HARTLEY OL 6-6 310 Sr Kingman 
72 TODD HASELHORST DT 6-4 +290 Sr Olathe 
77 JEREMIAH HATCH = OL 6-3, 311. sr Dallas, TX 
53 CHRIS HEINZ LB 6-3 205 Fr Littleton, CO 
13 MARCUS HERFORD WR 6-3. 208 St DeSoto, TX 
14 _ STEPHEN HOGE K_6-4 216 Fr__Oklahoma City, OK 
12. JAMES HOLT 1B 6-3 22 St Altus, OK 
89 TERTAVIAN INGRAM WR 6-0 195 So Tampa, FL 


97__RICHARD JOHNSON, JR. DT 6-2 279 ‘Fr Jefferson City, MO 
52 _ STEVEN JOHNSON 1BoO62 6225 Sr Media, PA 


91_JAKELAPIAD 
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U is all set to move into the $31 million 

Anderson Family Football Complex adjacent 
to Memorial Stadium. 

The 80,000-square foot complex will be the 
centralized home of KU football, housing locker 
rooms, offices, meeting rooms, a weight room, 
academic areas and a cardio room. 

For a long time, the Jayhawks have been 
headquartered near Allen Fieldhouse and often 
had to bus across windy campus roads if they 
needed to practice at Memorial Stadium, cutting 
down on practice time. 

It won't be that way now. In addition to the 
building, two artificial-turf practice fields have 
been built next to Memorial Stadium. Move-in is 
expected in July. 

© Kansas has a pretty strong case for having 
the most brilliant pass rush in college football. 

Seniors John Larson and Russell Brorsen started 
all 13 games at defensive end last year, and both are 
treating their full scholarship as an investment. 

Brorsen and Larson were named to numerous 
All-Academic teams last season, with Brorsen 
being named first-team Academic All-America. 

Both have grade-point averages higher than 3.5, 
and they can play a little football, too — Brorsen 
had 36 tackles last season, including a big sack in 
the Orange Bowl. Larson led KU’s defensive line 
with 43 tackles and had two interceptions. 

© Three Kansas players sat out spring practices 
because of injury — center Ryan Cantrell, safety 
Justin Thornton and linebacker Joe Mortensen. 

Cantrell, a fifth-year senior, was held out for 
precautionary reasons and had a boot on his foot 
during the spring. Thornton suffered a non-football 
related injury just before spring practices, and 
Mortensen injured his knee just before the spring. 

Coach Mark Mangino said he expects all to be 
back by the season opener on Aug. 30. 

¢ Kansas has two new assistant coaches on 
staff: wide receivers coach David Beaty, who 
came from Rice, and defensive line coach Joe 
Bob Clements, a native Kansan who coached at 
San Diego State last season. 

© Kansas and Missouri will play at least one 
more time at Arrowhead Stadium in Kansas City, 
Mo. — the regular-season finale on Nov. 29. KU 
and MU played a highly-hyped game at Arrowhead 
last year, with the Tigers prevailing 36-28. 
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Darrell Stuckey 


Rivera at outside linebacker. 

Behind Mortensen is more experi- 
ence with safeties Darrell Stuckey, Justin 
Thornton and Patrick Resby. Two cor- 
nerbacks — Chris Harris and Kendrick 
Harper — both played plenty opposite 
NFL-bound Agib Talib. 


The line returns three starters but needs 
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to replace the constant effort of All-Big 12 


tackle James McClinton. Kansas has five 
ends who rotated all of last season. 

The Jayhawks’ one defensive weak- 
ness in 2007 was a pass rush, an area 
in which young ends like Max Onyeg- 
bule and Jake Laptad might be able to 
help. But, overall, the cupboard remains 
stacked after the defense had great suc- 
cess last season. 

The Jayhawks do have a new coordina- 
tor after Bill Young took a similar job at 
Miami. Mangino immediately promoted 
long-time assistant Clint Bowen. 

“He’s a very intelligent guy, well-pre- 
pared for this position,” Mangino said. 
“He’s got the work ethic. He’s really tal- 
ented, and it was an easy call for me, actu- 
ally.” 

Bowen has worked at Kansas since 1999 
and played at Kansas in the early ‘90s. He 


wont change the base package. 


The Jayhawks had decent — and more 
important, reliable — production out 
of its kicker and punter for the last four 
years. Now, Scott Webb and Kyle Tucker 
are gone. 

Freshman Stephen Hoge appears to be 
the frontrunner at kicker, while Bowling 
Green transfer Alonso Rojas expects to 
enroll this summer and assume punting 
duties. 

As for return specialists, Kansas has one 
rock and one shaky competition. Marcus 
Herford returns after being the Big 12’s 
best kick returner in 2007, averaging 28.6 
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This Talent Was 
Too Good To Pass 


The 6-3, 220-pounder had been a quar- 
terback his entire life, even starting as a 
freshman at KU in 2006. But coach Mark 
Mangino declared an open competition 
heading into 2007, and surprising to some, 
undersized Todd Reesing was declared the 
winner. 

So for two games, the thoroughbred 
Meier was on the sideline in a baseball 
cap. Mangino would look over, see the size 
and athleticism wasting away and figured 
something needed to be done. 

Mangino, a big baseball fan, decided to 


Player Profile 


make Meier the ultimate utility player. For 
the rest of the season, Meier was every- 
where — as a backup quarterback, an oc- 
casional slot receiver and even a punter. 
Meier went from a seldom-used reserve to 
one of KU’s most valuable assets. 

“He's a good enough athlete,” Mangino 
said, “to play anywhere.” 

Meier's job isn't changing for 2008, ei- 
ther. He spent the spring throwing passes, 
catching passes and punting, with more 
and more emphasis being directed toward 
receiving. 

“We'll just try to expand his role as a 
receiver because he’s not going to be start- 
ing that in the middle of the season,” of- 
fensive coordinator Ed Warinner said. “He's 
starting it in the spring so he can learn a 
little bit more and do some more things.” 

Meier claims to love the unique role. He 
was disappointed in losing the quarterback 
battle, but the Pittsburg, Kan., native soon 
realized he can give KU’s offense a new di- 
mension. 

Case in point: Against Oklahoma State 
last season, Meier lined up in the slot and 
motioned into the backfield before the 
snap. Reesing took the snap and pitched it 
to Meier, who immediately used his quar- 
terback arm to fling it downfield to Marcus 
Henry for a 43-yard gain that helped Kan- 
sas improve to 10-0. 

Meier ended up with 275 passing yards, 
274 receiving yards and 78 rushing yards 
in 2007, totaling six touchdowns. Expect 
those numbers — particularly the receiv- 
ing stats —to go up in 2008. 

“We have other receivers,” Warinner 
said, “but Kerry's surely a guy that we can 
probably double his output.” 

Big words considering he still wears the 
red quarterback jersey in practice as Rees- 
ing’s backup. He’s also the backup punter. 
But add it all together, and he’s one of KU’s 
most important parts. 

“T've got a lot of things on my plate that 
I enjoy doing,” Meier said. “So I’m having 
fun.” 


yards per return. 

Punt return was a circus last season, 
with Agqib Talib the only player looking 
comfortable back there. With him gone, 
the competition is open again. 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


Kansas received plenty of grief for hav- 
ing an easy schedule in 2007, although 
Mangino, at last season’s Orange Bowl, 
had a rebuttal that made it hard to argue 
with him. 

“Our strategy must have worked,” 
Mangino said. “We're here at the Orange 
Bowl. So what is the criticism?” 

Either way, he won't have to hear it this 
year. Kansas travels to play South Florida 
for a Friday night nonconference show- 
down on Sept. 12. 

Plus, the Big 12 schedule is tough, 
including this six-game stretch: at Okla- 
homa, vs. Texas Tech, vs. Kansas State, at 
Nebraska, vs. Texas and against Missouri 
in Kansas City. 

With this schedule, if the Jayhawks 


have as much success as they did in 2007, 


they will have earned every bit of it. 
— Ryan Wood 
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By Mark Wangrin 


COACH: Todd Graham — At Tulsa: 10-4, 1 year; 
overall: 17-10, 2 years 
OFFENSIVE Gus Malzahn, Herb Hand 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATORS: Keith Patterson, Paul 
Randolph 

LAST LEAGUE TITLE: 2005 

LAST TIME DIDN'T GO BOWLING: 2004 

RETURNING STARTERS: 16, 9 offense, 5 defense, 
kicker, punter 
PLAYERS TO WATCH: RB Tarrion Adams, FB Charles 
Clay, WR Trae Johnson, RB Courtney Tennial, 

OG Justin Morsey, S Charles Davis, DE Moton Hopkins, 
DB Roy Roberts 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: The offensive skill players, with 
the exception of QB, are deeper and more talented 
than at every other C-USA school. If senior David 
Johnson can prove to be an adequate replacement for 
Paul Smith, the offense will click. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Defensively, the Hurricane is 
thin and inexperienced at linebacker, a problem that can 
potentially counteract all the potency of the offense. 

In the category of good problems to have, coach Todd 
Graham must find a way to keep all his big play weapons 
happy, particularly with a QB learning on the job. 


OFFENSE 

Todd Graham proved he was a winner when 
he won at one of the most formidable challenges 
in college football — Rice. 

Not that Tulsa was exactly a juggernaut. 

But Graham came into a good situation and 
promptly made the best of it. He molded the 
nation’s leading offense (543.9 yards per game) in 
2007 ... and with nine starters back, it’s difficult to 
believe the Hurricane won’t be stronger. 

Coming back are the top four rushers and top 
six receivers — three of whom gave Tulsa a trio of 
1,000-yard receivers for only the third time ever 
in NCAA history — not including running back 
Courtney Tennial, who had 14 touchdowns in 
2006 but missed last year with an Achilles’ injury. 

The NCAA granted Tennial a sixth year to 
complete his eligibility. 

Tarrion Adams, who ran for 1,225 yards last 
season, is back, as is senior Brennan Marion, the 
C-USA Newcomer of the Year last season after 
averaging an NCAA record 31.9 yards a catch and 
scoring 11 touchdowns. 

First, though, the Hurricane must replace the 
school’s all-time leading passer, Paul Smith, who 
set 24 school records a year ago. 

Senior David Johnson enters the season as the 
starter, but sophomore Clark Harrell — whose 
old brother Graham is rewriting the Texas Tech 
passing records — is expected to give him a run 


2008 Schedule 


Tulsa 


2007 Results 


lemme 


for the job. 

There are starters back on the line, including 
potential NFL draft pick Rodrick Thomas at tackle 
and possible all-league guard Justin Morsey. 

Two players who each gained at least 1,000 
yards receiving last year as true freshmen — receiver 
Trae Johnson and fullback Charles Clay — are 
back. Jesse Meyer and Dion Toliver make the unit 
one of the deepest in the nation. 


DEFENSE 

Experience is plenty on the front and back of 
the Hurricane defense, but the entire linebacking 
corps must be rebuilt after it lost three players who 
all had at least 100 tackles each. 

Mike Bryan, George Clinkscale and Tanner 
Antle enter the season as the starters, though 
they'll be pushed by junior college transfer Kaipo 
Sarkissian, Curnelius Arnick and Kenny R. Sims. 

Moton Hopkins, who had 10 tackles for loss 
and earned second-team all-conference honors at 
end, heads a line that includes capable tackles in 
Terrel Nemons and Wilson Garrison, and a poten- 
tial star in sophomore Odrick Ray. 

Junior college transfer Untavious Scott is expected 
to make an impact at end when he arrives in the fall. 

Roy Roberts moved from corner to safety in 
the spring and will quarterback a secondary that 
also returns corner Kenny D. Sims and free safety 
Charles Davis. Look for Ade’ Manga to hold down 
the rover spot and fellow junior college transfer 
John Destin to secure the second cornerback spot. 

Another junior college transfer, Kollin Hancock, 
could figure in the battle at safety. 


SPECIAL TERMS 

The offense was scoring so many touchdowns 
last season that Jarod Tracy only attempted 12 field 
goals, making seven. Punter Michael Such averaged 
39 yards on 43 attempts. 

The Hurricane will try to improve their punt 
return (tied for 61st) and kickoff return (83rd) units. 


OVERVIEW 

Loaded on offense, somewhat suspect on defense 
— like much of Conference USA — the Hurricane is 
in position to really light it up in some high-scoring 
games, Not many teams do that as well as Tulsa, which 
is why the Hurricane looks like the class of C-USA. 


2007 Rankings 


‘Ais 00 aft Ly stounttone ag-r7 | ESE PER AME 
Sept. 6 atNorthTexas | Ww yy 0 ee4y | Scoring ata 6 
Sept. 20 NEW MEXICO © L OKLAHOMA 21-62) Bushing ee A 
Sept. 27 UCA W UAB 38-30 Passing 371.0 3 
aaa rice] ||, catTer 47-48 | Total 543.9 1 

ct. RICE == W> MARSHALL 38-31 
atSMU 9. atUCF 23-44 DEFENSE © PERGAME RANK 
uTep = OW out ree Scoring 33.4 100 
ee 
atArkansas = «Wat Army 49-39 i sing ts 08 
Oy eek , otal 451.8 108 

_at Houston wv at ne aa 
TULANE CMAC Baw ‘ TOMARGIN PERGAME — RANK 
~ at Marshall W vsBowlingGreen 63-7 6 ~ 0.43 92 


2008 www.tinDyYSSPORTS.COM 


QB  —_— David Johnson 6-3 Sr. 
Clark Harrell 6-4 197___So.. 
RB Tarrion Adams* 6-1 210 Sr. 
Jamad Williams* 5-9 198 So. 
FB Charles Clay* 6-3 222 So. 
Courtney Tennial 5-10 235 Sr. 
WR Jesse Meyer 6-4 201 Jr. 
Jake Borgsmiller 6-3 202 So. 
WR AJ Whitmore 5-9 170 = So. 
Dion Toliver* 5-11. 170 _Sr. 
WR Brennan Marion* 6-1 185 Sr. 
Trae Johnson 5-11 170 _ So. 
LT _ Tyler Holmes 6-4 305 Fr, 
Brandon Thomas 6-5 270 __—Fr, 
LG Curt Puckett* 6-4 308 Jr. 
Aaron Ringle 6-4 250 Fr. 
c Jody Whaley* 6-3 311 Jr. 
Nick Gates 6-2 270 So. 
RG Justin Morsey* 6-2 296 Jr. 
Shawn Santos 6-3 304 So. 
RT Rodrick Thomas* 6-5 35400 Jr. 
Travis Wike 6-4 305 Jr. 
Pos. Name Ht. wt. «Cl. 
RE Odrick Ray 6-3 241 = So. 
Tyler Scarbrough 6-3 268 __ So. 
NG Terrel Nemons 6-4 337 Sr, 
Wilson Garrison 6-3 276 dr. 
LE Moton Hopkins* 6-3 270 ‘Sr. 
Rashad Robinson 6-1 230° Fr. 
LB George Clinkscale* 6-0 251 dr. 
Kaipo Sarkissian 6-1 230 or. 
1B Mike Bryan 6-3 216 Jr 
Kenny R. Sims 6-0 221 So. 
LB Tanner Antle 6-4 210 So. 
Curnelius Amick 6-1 221 Fr. 
(83) John Destin 6-0 185 Jr. 
Nick Henderson 6-0 pr ihe Se 
CB Kenny D. Sims* 5-11 201 dr. 
Josh Walker 5-10 185 dr. 
s Roy Roberts* 5-11 205 Sr. 
: Ty Page 6-2 226 Sham 
$ Ade’ Manga 6-2 210 Jr. 
Donald Gobert 6-3 192) _.So._ & 
FS Charles Davis* 5-9 170 Jr. 
Genesis Cole 6-1 184 Fr. 
Special Teams. 
Pos. Name Ht. wt. cL 
K Jarod Tracy* 6-0 165 Sr 
P Michael Such* 6-2 205 So. 


* Returning Starters in Bold 
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Prince: K-State Still on the Right Path In Third Year 


Bie Ron Prince insists there was 
no big surprise in going 5-7 a year 
ago although Kansas State was coming off 
a bowl season. 

The Wildcats did show there was talent 
by upsetting Texas 41-21 early in the sea- 
son, but four straight disheartening losses 
to end the campaign left some concern. 

Prince, fond of researching and quoting 
the greatest business minds in the country, 
assures anyone that the outcome was not 
vastly different from the long-term plan 
he installed upon replacing Bill Snyder. 

“I knew we could win some games and 
have a chance to play in the postseason in 
our first year,” Prince said. “I knew year 
two would be our most challenging year. 
I did expect us to do better than we did, 
but I knew how challenging it would be.” 

If that’s the case, what Prince did with 
his schedule is a troubling sign. K-State 
bought out a home game with Fresno 
State for the 2008 season and replaced the 
Bulldogs with Montana State. 

Is Prince worried about a lack of prog- 
ress this season or, worse, fairly certain it’s 


not there? 


The Wildcats have a decent share of 


star talent for a team that will be picked to 
finish near the bottom of the Big 12. That 
starts with quarterback Josh Freeman, 
a bulkier Drew Bledsoe-type who set 
school records with regularity last season. 

Yes, Freeman put up his huge numbers 
with the help of talented wide receiver 
Jordy Nelson, who was drafted 36th over- 
all in the NFL draft. He also did ir behind 


an offensive line that Prince later admit- 


ted held the entire team back. 

And while the Wildcats’ bend-but- 
don't-break defense had so-so stretches 
during the season, it certainly did not, 
and could not, attack offenses like the 
units that put K-State on the map in the 
1990s. 

There are standouts on that side of the 
ball, led by defensive end Ian Campbell 
and safety Gary Chandler. The K-State 
coaching staff is confident its plucked 
an instant standout or two, as well, from 
a recruiting class built around junior 
college additions. 

But is there enough quality depth across 
the board to allow the difference-makers 
to lead this team to significant improve- 


ment? 


OFFENSE 


Any team would love to return an ex- 
perienced quarterback with NFL size and 
skills coming off a season in which he 
broke school record after school record. 
Yet optimism doesn’t abound for Kansas 
State’s offense. 

That’s because so many of Josh Free- 
man’s 3,353 yards last season were to 
now-departed Jordy Nelson ... and much 
came out of desperation due to an ineffec- 
tive running game. 

Nelson piled up 1,606 yards and 
11 touchdowns, and he opened up the 
rest of the field for K-State’s attack. Free- 
man rarely had time to survey those pos- 
sibilities because defenses were tuned to 
defend the pass, taking advantage of an 
inexperienced, injury-riddled line. 
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Josh Freeman Photo by Peter Riken/Getty Images 


Photo by: Peter Aiken/Getty Images 


That line should be improved. Four 


starters return, including tackles Alesana 
Alesana and Penisini Liu, and the Wild- 
cats have focused recruiting efforts there 
two years in a row. Tight end Jeron Mas- 
trud also established himself last year. 

K-State must develop the ability to 
block, and no one knows that better than 
Prince, a former offensive lineman and 
line coach. 

“T think clearly the thing we keep look- 
ing toward is improving on the offensive 
line if we want the team to get any bet- 
ter,” Prince said. “I really feel like we've 
got good depth there.” 

There is a concern at running back as 
neither the top returner (Leon Patton, 
390 yards last season) or spring standout 
(junior college transfer Keithen Valentine) 
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Scouting Report: Offense 


2007 stats: 132.8 ypg ae (Sth in Big 12) Bar| in debsteul 285. 4 yng sm! (5th/21st), 418.2 ypg total offense (8th/40th), 35.2 a (6th tei) 
STARTER 


POS 


C ‘ern Bedore* ; Has 22 career starts; injurdin in spring. Trevor Viers, Jr. 
RG Gerard Spexarth” Converted tackle is 6-6, 290. ___Nick Stringer, Jr. 
RT Penisini Liu* ¢ = Started final 10 games, could back up again. Nick Stringer, Jr. : 


a. 5 


"Returning Starter 


Scouting Report: Defense 
2007 stats: 141.6 ypy rushing (7th in doa ion in NCAA), 259.0 ypg passing (8th/99th), 400.6 yp total defense (8th/69th), 30.8 ppg (Sth/86th) 
STARTER : E YR. COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
an ( ___$r__ Former walk-on has 16 sacks last two years. Payton Kirk, Fr 


DT Brandon Balkcom Sr. One of the spring’s top performers. Jack Hayes, Jr. 
DT _Xzavier Stewart ____—-So,_Steadily moved up depth chart as true frosh. Daniel Calvin, Jr 


POS 


DE Eric Childs” Jr. ADE as freshman; nine starts at OLB in ‘07. Chidubamu Abana, Sr. 
LB _Antwon Moore Sr. Kneeinjuryinsecond game ended lastseason. Olu Hall, Jr. 

LB Ulla Pomele Jr Atop-40 junior college prospect nationally, Hansen Sekona, Jr. 
LB Reggie Walker* Sr. Former big-time recruit yet to live up to John Houli, Jr 

CB Joshua Moore So. __ Redshirted after being Freshman All- -Big 12. Ray Cheatham, Sr. 


CB Blair Irvin” Jt Superb athlete will get chance as newcomer, ___Kendrick Matthews, So. 
SS__ Gary Chandler* _ Sf. Big 12 Defensive Newcomer of the Year. Courtney Herndon, Jr. 


FS Chris Carney" dr 
*Returning Starter 


is taller than 5-9. Daniel Thomas, a top 
junior college recruit at 6-2, 227 might 
solve that dilemma. 

Lightning-fast receiver Deon Mur- 
phy, helped by Nelson’s presence, had 
57 catches for 605 yards and five scores 
a year ago. He also ran for three touch- 
downs and might have been at his best on 
special teams. 

Murphy will be counted on as a play- 
maker for a team that needs to find some- 
body other than just Freeman. 


DEFENSE 

Ian Campbell was All-Big 12 for the 
second straight season, but it didn’t feel 
the same. 

Campbell came out of nowhere as a de- 
fensive end in 2006, posting 11.5 sacks 


Led team with four INTs; fifth in tackles, 


Andrew Erker, Sr. 


and 17.5 tackles for loss. After moving 
to outside linebacker in a 3-4 scheme last 
year, those numbers dropped to 4.5 and 
11, respectively. 

The senior is back at end in a 4-3, and 
is expected to have a monster season. 

“Even when I went back to playing 
defensive end sometimes last season, it 
didn’t feel comfortable,” Campbell said. 
“Now it’s like it used to be.” 

Eric Childs was a defensive end two 
seasons ago, then an outside linebacker 
last season. If he can use his speed and 
not let his size (227 pounds) become 
a disadvantage, he could complement 
Campbell. 

Senior defensive tackle Brandon Balk- 
com is among the team’s most improved 
players according to coaches, but junior 
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Antonio Felder, LB/DE 

The Wildcats desperately need pass rushing help to make their 3-4 
defense effective, and Felder — a junior college transfer — could 
provide that help from either an outside linebacker of defensive end 
spot. The 6-3, 245-pounder decided on K-State over offers from Big 
12 programs like Kansas and Oklahoma State. 


] Aubrey Quarles, WR 

_| The graduation of receiver Jordy Nelson, the focal point of K-State’s 
offense last season, created a glaring need at wide receiver. Quarles 
was regarded as one of the top junior college receivers in the nation. 


] Daniel Thomas, ATH 

Thomas played quarterback in junior college, but is versatile enough 
to play running back in the Big 12. Thomas’ frame (6-2, 227 pounds) 
should allow him to be effective in short-yardage situations. 


_3 NEWCOMERS OF IMP ACT 


Pos. Stars Ht. Wt. Hometown School 


Brandon Banks WR OOO 5-8 160 Bakersfield, CA Bakersfield C.C. 
Rated as the No. 62 junior college prospect in America by Rivals.com. 


Dustin Bell 1B OOO 6-0 180 Bakersfield, CA Bakersfield 6.C. 
Rated as the No. 72 junior college prospect in America by Rivals.com. 


Josh Berard Bb Oooo 6-2 220 Torrance, CA El Camino C.6. 
Rated as the No. 68 junior college prospect in America by Rivals.com. 


Javonta T ooo 6-3 290 St Petersburg, FL Northeast 
Rated as the No. 58 overall prospect in Florida by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 30 defensive tackle. 


Kwamaine Brown RB GOOG 5-8 185 Kissimmee, FL Osceola 
Rated as the No. 63 overall prospect in Florida by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 30 running back. 


Daniel Calvi T oOoo°0 6-3 322 Bakersfield, CA Bakersfield 6.C. 
Rated as the No. 14 junior college prospect in America by Rivals.com. 


Jarell Childs RBOOO 6-3 216 Kansas City, MO Oak Park 
Rated as the No. 17 overall prospect in Missouri by Rivals.com. 


William Cooper oh oo 6-5 260 Hayti, MO Hayti 
First-team all-state selection. 


Logan Dold MH Oooo 6-1 200 Garden Plain, KS Garden Plain 
epi ae No. 6 overall prospect in Kansas by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
o. 55 athlete. 


Ethan ol oo 6-6 285 Basehor, KS Basehor Linwood 
Rated as the No. 13 overall prospect in Kansas by Rivals.com. 


Antonio Felder DE ooo 6-3 245 El Dorado, KS Butler County C.C. 
Rated as the No. 84 junior college prospect in America by Rivals.com. 


John Finau T ooo 6-1 295 Torrance, CA El Camino 6.6. 
Recorded 47 tackles with 14 for loss and three sacks in 2007. 


Tony Gillespie T ooo 6-1 298 Jenks, OK Jenks 
Rated as the No. 8 overall prospect in Oklahoma by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 36 defensive tackle. 


Brandon Harold 0 OOo 6-5 260 East St. Louis, IL East St. Louis 
Rated as the No. 18 overall prospect in Illinois by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 38 strongside defensive end. 


Jack Hayes DE oo 255. Perkinston, MS Gulf Coast C.C. 
Recorded 49 tackles and five sacks in 2607. 


Adrian Hilbum Wk OOO 6-2 190 SanFrancisco,CA City College of San Francisco 
Rated as the No. 43 junior college prospect in America by Rivals.com. 
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Committments 
Average Stars 


THE SLEEPER 


Wade Weibert, G 

K-State’s offensive line needs to 
improve under third-year coach Ron 
Prince, and Weibert arrived on campus 


in time for spring practice. If nothing 

else, he'll be expected to provide 2009 NEEDS 

immediate depth. More than any position in particular, the 
Wildcats need to focus on high school pros- 
pects in their next recruiting class. K-State’s 


2008 recruiting haul was based heavily on 
junior college talent — perhaps too heavily. 


Pos. Stars Ht. Wt. Hometown School 


Blair Irvin 1B OOO 5-11 185 Coffeyville, KS Coffeyville C.C. 
Rated as the No. 50 junior college prospect in America by Rivals.com. 


Joseph Kassanavoid oo 6-6 215 Lawson, M0 Lawson 
Rated ae tens: 14 overall prospect in Missouri by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
lo. 82 athlete. 


Collin Klein OB ooo 6-4 202 Loveland, CO Loveland 
Rated as the No. 8 overall prospect in Colorado by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 21 pro-style quarterback. 


Billy McClellan B OOO 5-9 180 Wilmington,CA — Los Angeles Harbor €.C. 
Went to the same high school as actor Chuck Norris...Had three interceptions, 
29 tackles and three pass breakups in 2007. 


George Pierson kK oo 6-0 180 Tyler, TX Tyler J.C. 
Chose Kansas State over UMass, MTSU and UAB. 


Ulla Pomele Bb oooG 6-1 235 SantaRosa,CA Santa Rosa Junior College 
Rated as the No. 38 junior college prospect in America by Rivals.com. 


Edward Prince “i ooo 6-5 280 Wesson, MS Coplah-Lincoln .C. 
ps aa State over Ole Miss, Texas A&M, Oklahoma State, Southern Miss and 
arshall. 


Aubrey Quarles WR OOOO 6-2 190 Santa Rosa, CA Santa Rosa J.C. 
Rated as the No. 20 junior college prospect in America by Rivals.com. 


Hansen Sekona iB ooo 6-0 230 San Mateo, CA College of San Mateo 
Rated as the No. 78 junior college prospect in America by Rivals.com. 


Kenny Session RB OOS 5-8 190 Tulsa, OK East Central 
Rated as the No. 14 overall prospect in Oklahoma by Rivals.com...Rated as the 
nation’s No. 48 running back. 


Blake Slaughter eC) 6-0 225 Missouri City, TX Elkins 
Rated as the No. 98 overall prospect in Texas by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 31 inside linebacker. 


Attrail Snipes WR OOO 6-1 180 Bakersfield, CA Bakersfield 6.C. 
Chose Kansas State over Hawaii. 


Daniel Thomas AH OOOO 6-2 227 Senatobia, MS Northwest Mississippi ¢.C. 
Rated as the No. 35 junior college prospect in America by Rivals.com. 


Grant Valentine DBE ooo 6-3 240 Glendale, CA Glendale €.6. 
Chose Kansas State over Fresno State. 


Wate Weibert o ooo 6-5 300 El Dorado, KS Butler County 6.€. 
Rated as the No. 48 junior college prospect in America by Rivals.com. 


Bratien Wilson LB Oo 6-4 Smith Center, KS Smith Center 
Plans to delay enrollment until January, 2009. : 
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individual Stats > 


). Name 


CHIDUBAMU ABANA 
COREY ADAMS 
ALESANA ALESANA 
HEATH ALEXANDER 
BRETT ALSTATT 
CLYDE AUFNER 
BRANDON BALKCOM 
CHRIS BAMBERGER 
JORDAN BEDORE 
DEE BELL 

ERIC BENOIT 

CRAIG BOSWELL 
LAMARK BROWN 
TAN CAMPBELL 
CHRIS CARNEY 
GARY CHANDLER 
RAY CHEATHAM 
JOSH CHERRY 

ERIC CHILDS 
CARSON COFFMAN 
GABRIEL CREWS 
JAYSON CUBA 
FRANK DELARUE 
ROSS DIEHL 

KALEB DRINKGERN 
ANDREW ERKER 
VLAD FAUSTIN 
JOSH FREEMAN 
COLTEN FREEZE 
D,J. FULHAGE 
GABE GANTZ 
RAPHAEL GUIDRY 
BRANDON HALL 
OLU HALL 
STEPHEN HARRISON 
TYSYN HARTMAN 
COURTNEY HERNDON 
BRIAN HERTZ0G 
ADRIAN HILBURN 
KEVIN HOLLIS 
JOHN HOULIK 
JOSEPH HOULIK 
ALEX HREBEC 
BLAIR IRVIN 

OTIS JOHNSON 


Hometown 
Virginia Beach, VA 
Monument, CO 
Malie, W. Samoa 
Satanta 

Hays 

Raymore, MO 
Hazel Crest, IL 
Jetmore 
Goodland 
Olathe 

Church Point, LA 
Onaga 
Hazelwood, MO 
Cimarron 
Denver, CO 
Wichita 

El Dorado, AR 
McCook, NE 
Arlington, TX 
Peculiar, MO 
Jonesboro, GA 
Newton 
Wichita 

Castle Rock, CO 
Marysville 
Olathe 

Miami, FL 
Kansas City, MO 
Liberty, MO 
Beloit 

Perry 

Texas City, TX 
Manhattan 
Fairfax, VA 
Dallas, TX 
Wichita 

Dallas, TX 

Lee's Summit, MO 
New Braunfels, TX 
Gilmer, TX 
Wichita 
Wichita 

St. Louis, MO 
Patterson, LA 


Houston, TX 


103 


. Yards 


Tackles: J. Mr 
Interceptions: C 
Sacks: 

Tackes for los 


CATS SPRING 


- 


RODNEY KENNER 
AARON KING 
PAYTON KIRK 
BRADY KROEKER 
PENISINI LIU 
JEREMY MACK 
JERON MASTRUD 
KENDRICK MATTHEWS 
KENNETH MAYFIELD 
BILLY MCCLELLAN 
DAVYON MCGHEE 
ANTWON MOORE 
JOSHUA MOORE 
DEON MURPHY 
JARED PARKER 
CHRIS PATTERSON 
LEON PATTON 
ERNIE PIERCE 
ULLA POMELE 
TONY PURVIS 
JACK REED 

KEVIN ROHLEDER 
BRAD ROOKER 
MACKENZIE ROSEL 
BROOKS ROSSMAN 
COREY SCHULTZ 
TREY SCOTT 
DARRIN SEIWERT 
HANSEN SEKONA 
GERARD SPEXARTH 
XZAVIER STEWART 
NICK STRINGER 
ADRIAN STRYKER 
DARHNAZ TIGNER 
BROCK UNRUH 
TREVOR VIERS 
REGGIE WALKER 
NICK WARD 

WADE WEIBERT 
CEDRIC WILSON 
JUSTIN WOODS 
MATT WYKES 


TO Long Avy/G 


?7 


10 


Long Avy/6 


> ——— 


noTesook _) 


Homrrown 
Peculiar, MO 
Olathe 

Holton 

Liberty, MO 
Shawnee 
Sacremento, CA 
Blue Springs, MO. 
Beavertion, OR 
Fresno, TX 
Randallstown, MD 
Torrance, CA 
Houston, TX 
Ponca City, OK 
Pompano Beach, FL 
Houston, TX 
Ankeny, IA 
Chicago, IL 
Dallas, TX 
National City, CA 
Santa Rosa, CA 
McCook, NE 
Glouchester, MA 
Wichita 

Omaha, NE 
Liberal 

San Diego, CA 
Quenemo 
Shawnee 
Conway Springs 
San Mateo, CA 
Colwich 

Chicago, IL 
Topeka 

Valley Heights 
Pompano Beach, FL 
Corpus Christi, TX 
Windom 
Sacramento, CA 
Andale 

Hillsboro 

Fort Pierce, FL 
Shawnee 
Conway Springs 
Overland Park 


Ke State was looking for some maturity in 
its recruiting efforts, but getting a 25-year- 
old father wasn’t exactly the idea. That's the 
case with Blair Irvin, though. 

Irvin, a defensive back from Coffeyville (Kan.) 
Community College, turned 25 in May. The delay 
in his football career is due to four seasons 
spent playing minor-league baseball. 

Irvin was a 12th-round draft choice of the Tampa 
Bay Devil Rays in 2002 out of Patterson (La.) High. 
His best season was 2003, when he batted .307 and 
stole 20 of 25 bases, but he was a .229 career hitter 
before returning to football two years ago. 

Irvin had 24 tackles and one interception for 
Coffeyville last season, also averaging 16.5 
yards on 29 punt returns. 

“He is a veteran player that has been around,” 
coach Ron Prince said. “He is still learning the 
game of football and how to perfect his own 
craft, but from a maturity standpoint has been 
terrific for that position.” 

© Quarterback Josh Freeman, offensive line- 
man Jordan Bedore, defensive end Ian Campbell 
and safety Chris Carney were selected captains 
during the spring. 

© K-State brought in its new coaches from all 
levels. Special teams coach Jeff Rodgers held 
the same position last season for the San 
Francisco 49ers, where he spent four seasons. 
New quarterbacks coach Warren Ruggiero comes 
from Elon College in North Carolina, where he 
was offensive coordinator. 

Ruggiero worked with quarterback Scott Riddle, 
who led the Football Championship Subdivision in 
passing yards and completions per game and 
ranked second in total passing yards (3,817). 

* K-State’s non-conference schedule will have 
some big names in the future. The Wildcats have 
signed home-and-home contracts with UCLA for 
2009-10 and Miami (Fla.) for 2011-12. Games with 
Oregon and Virginia Tech have also been added. 

© Prince has proven he can groom NFL first- 
round talent, at least at his previous stop. Prince 
was the offensive line coach at Virginia before 
coming to Kansas State. Among the players he 
coached were D'Brickashaw Ferguson (fourth 
overall pick of the 2006 draft) and Branden 
Albert (15th overall pick this year). 
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college transfers Daniel Calvin, John 
Finau and Jack Hayes must come through 
on the inside, too. 

The Wildcats are optimistic at line- 
backer, where Reggie Walker is primed to 
live up to his star potential as somebody 
who can deliver hits all over the field. 
Antwon Moore returns from injury and 
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John Houlik had good flashes last season. 


K-State is also looking for production 
from Virginia transfer Olu Hall, who was 
a scout-team menace while redshirting 
last season. 

If K-State can find a middle linebacker, 
the unit could make up for a developing 
line. 

The Wildcats’ best potential comes 
from safeties Gary Chandler and Chris 
Carney who show the way for the K-State 
defense. Each is athletic and instinctive 
enough to get in the right place at the 
right time, yet physical enough to make 
sure tackles. 

Corner Joshua Moore displayed great 
promise as a freshman before redshirting 
last season. He was healthy and effective 
in the spring, and the Wildcats envision 
him growing into the shut-down role that 


has served the program so well. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Returner Deon Murphy is establishing 
himself as a top threat after ranking third 
nationally with a punt return average of 
17.5 yards a year ago. His speed is also a 
threat on kick returns as well. 

Leon Patton averaged 22.2 yards on 
kickoff returns, but might see less duty if 
he’s starting at tailback. 

The Wildcats are confident they can 
find a kicker between returning starter 
Brooks Rossman and Josh Cherry, who 
converted the game-winner in a 3-0 spring 
game. Rossman made 22 of 28 field goal 
attempts a year ago. 

Junior college All-American George 
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Player Profile 
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Keithen Valentine 


Hoping to Follow 
Sproles’ Footsteps 


It would have been great to have the 
major colleges knocking down his door. 

Running back Keithen Valentine had to 
take a different path. The sophomore at 
Mississippi Delta Community College knew 
his plan to walk on somewhere had a ben- 
efit: He had the opportunity to look for the 
best situation. 

When you're a 5-9 running back, why 
not go to a program where nearly every 
school rushing record is held by someone 
three inches shorter? 

That's what Valentine did prior to this 


spring, electing to walk on at Kansas State 
instead of accepting one of the few scholar- 
ship offers he received from small schools. 

It didn’t take long for the comparisons 
to school-record-holder Darren Sproles to 
be made, and it wasn’t much longer before 
Valentine gave the Wildcats’ fans reason to 
believe. 

Valentine had 104 yards on 15 carries in 
the spring game, which was amazing con- 
sidering the game was a 3-0 snoozer and 
the rest of the players on the roster com- 
bined for 100 yards of total offense. 

“All of this is a dream come true,” Valen- 
tine said. “I have always been at the bot- 
tom — pretty much the underdog. I went 
to an underprivileged school, (and) an un- 
derprivileged community college. I always 
had to prove myself.” 

Valentine, a one-star recruit on the few 
services that even listed him, believed 
there was a place for him at Kansas State 
even though tailback Leon Patton was re- 
turning and coach Ron Prince signed other 
help at that spot. 

“I think it is very clear that he is going 
to help us at that position,” Prince said. 
“How much, how often and where is what 
we will try to figure out. I think he’s doing 
a really terrific job.” 

Sproles holds a special place in the 
hearts of K-State fans. Despite his 5-6 
frame, Sproles scored a school-record 48 
touchdowns. Sproles led the Wildcats to a 
Big 12 championship in 2003 and finished 
fifth in the Heisman Trophy voting. 

Valentine, remembering that and seeing 
Sproles’ success with the San Diego Char- 
gers, decided a move to Manhattan made 
sense after K-State tight ends coach Frank 
Leonard visited Mississippi Delta. 

“We kept in contact,” Valentine said. 
“T told them I would come and walk on 
and they told me I could. They've treated 
me like one of the guys. They've treated 
me like I’m on scholarship and that’s what 
I like about it.” 


Pierson will get the first chance to replace 
punter Tim Reyer. 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


Kansas State softened its non-con- 
ference schedule in April by buying 
out a home game with Fresno State. It 
replaced the Bulldogs — who scored 
45 points each time while beating the 
Wildcats in 2004 and 2007 — with 
Montana State. 

That leaves just one test prior to Big 12 
play — a nationally televised Wednesday 
night game at Louisville. 

It could be an uphill battle once con- 
ference play begins. After starting at 
home against a veteran and talented 
Texas Tech team, the Wildcats play four 
road games in five weeks. K-State has 
road ventures at Kansas and Missouri in 
an eight-day span. The one home game 
in that stretch is against national title 
contender Oklahoma. 

If the Wildcats are still in the bowl hunt 
at the end, they could make a final push 
with homes games against Nebraska and 
Towa State to end the regular season. 


— Jeffrey Parson 
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By Geoff Grammer 


C49 WAC ree 


COACH: Hal Mumme — At NMSU: 8-29, 3 years; 
overall: 105-93-1, 17 years 

OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Gary Goff, Matt Mumme 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Joe Lee Dunn 

LAST LEAGUE TITLE: 1960, Border Conference 

LAST BOWL: 1960, Sun 

RETURNING STARTERS: 15; 8 offense, 7 defense 
PLAYERS TO WATCH: OB Chase Holbrook, WR Chris 
Williams, WR A.J. Harris, LB Jamar Cotton, LB La‘Auli 
Fonoti, FS Derrick Richardson, CB Davon House 
PRIMARY STRENGTHS: The passing game is one of 

the best around and is in the capable hands of three 
senior stars. QB Chase Holbrook, WR Chris Williams and 
WR A.J. Harris have several years in the system and 
are set to break all sorts of school records. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Whether or not the defense 
can take to new coordinator Joe Lee Dunn's 3-5-3 
scheme will be a question until the season starts. 
Special teams have killed the Aggies during Mumme’s 
tenure. 


Aggies In A Box 


OFFENSE 

When Hal Mumme signed on at New Mexico 
State three seasons ago, the offense immediately 
began building toward 2008. 

He brought with him from Southeastern 
Louisiana his quarterback of the future in Chase 
Holbrook, and his first recruiting class included 
wide receivers Chris Williams and A.J. Harris. 

The three have rewritten NMSU’s record 
books and will be asked as seniors to shoulder 
quite a load. The pressure is on Mumme and his 
staff to lead the Aggies to their first bowl appear- 
ance in 47 years. 

Holbrook (3,866 yards, 26 touchdowns in 
2007) has the potential to become a NFL draft 
pick — Mumme thinks Holbrook is first-round 
material — but he will have to stay healthy and 
needs to prove he can lead his team to a few more 
victories than he has in the past two seasons. 

Williams, who led the nation in receptions per 
game and receiving yards in 2006, broke his col- 
larbone and played in just eight games in 2007. He 
still managed 56 catches and team-highs in yards 
(772) and touchdowns (11). 

Harris has 191 career receptions, 72 off the 
WAC record of 263 set by New Mexico’s Terrance 
Mathis in 1989. 

The line isn’t star-heavy but it’s as steady and 
deep as it has been in Mumme’s tenure. The 
running game with junior Tonny Glynn, junior 
college transfer Seth Smith and fullback Brandon 
Perez will have to get something going to keep 


2008 Schedule 


Sept.4 —- NICHOLLS STATE 


oat if Bt peureets Lat New Mexico 34-44 
apt 20 at UTEP wsoUTEP 29-24 
conten NEWIMEXIGOS PL. atiAuburn 20-55 
Oct. 11 atNevada = W_  ARKANSAS-PINE BLUFF 20-17 
Oct. 18 SANJOSESTATE | L at Boise State 0-58 
Oct. 25 atidaho Lat Louisiana Tech 21-22 
Nov. 4 Boise STATE. | W IDAHO BREN 
Nov. 8 HAWAII Lat Hawaii 13-50 
pane aie L NEVADA 38-40 
Nov. 15 at Fresno State |) | at San Jose State. 17-51 
Nov, 22 LOUISIANATECH  L UTAHSTATE 17-35 
Nov. 29 at Utah State | L  FRESNOSTATE 23-30 


New Mexico 


bd, 1-7 [i 


2007 Results 


81-9) 
SE LOUISIANA 


t 


| Seg 


opposing defenses from blitzing all the time and 
teeing off on Holbrook. 


DEFENSE 

Gone is one old-school defensive guru in 
Woody Widenhofer, who retired after running Hal 
Mumme’s defense for the past four seasons — three 
at NMSU and one at Southeastern Louisiana. 

In comes another old-school defensive guru in 
Joe Lee Dunn, with his gimmicky, yet consistently 
successful, 3-5-3 scheme that features lots of hybrid 
athletes. 

Dunn isn’t going to be asked to work miracles, 
just find a way to keep opponents under 30 points 
a game, which would be nearly a touchdown better 
than in 2007. 

To do so, the team went out and signed five 
junior college transfers that are expected to add an 
immediate impact. 

NMSU has a solid secondary led by free safety 
Derrick Richardson (108 tackles in ‘07) and cor- 
nerbacks Davon House (4 INT) and Marvin Betts, 
who redshirted in 2007 with a nagging hamstring 
injury after starting some in 2006. 

Returning linebackers La’Auli Fonoti, Jamar Cotton 
and Ross Conner are all solid WAC linebackers. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

The Aggies’ kicking game has been dreadful in 
Mumme’s tenure. Although 2007 was an improve- 
ment, the field goal still wasn’t the threat it should 
be with an offense that can move between the 20s 
with relative ease. 

When drives stall inside the red zone, the 
hope this fall is that either Kyle Hughes or Jordan 
Davenport will provide enough consistency from 
short range for Mumme to go for fewer fourth- 
down attempts. 

NMSU will have plenty of speed catching kicks 
and punts, but whether they emphasize the other 
10 positions in the return game enough to make 
a difference is yet to be determined. 


OVERVIEW 

The pressure is on the Aggies to break a 47-season 
bow! drought. With three senior offensive stars and a 
new defensive scheme that could catch opponents off 
guard, the urgency to win now couldn’t be greater. 


2007 Rankings 


35-14 


Sas i = See 
Depth Chart 
Offense 

Pos. Name Htyee vit: = Seb 
QB Chase Holbrook* 6-5 246 = Sr. 
J.J. McDermott 6-5 220 So, 

RB Tonny Glynn* 5-8 192 Jr. 
Seth Smith 5-8 200 dr. 

WR Chris Williams* 5-8 157 Sr. 
La Vorick Williams 6-1 170 Fr. 

WR A.J. Harris* 6-0 210s Sr. 
Jutius Fleming 5-8 162 Fr. 

WR Weston Neiman* 5-10 185 So. 
TE Ryan Franzoy 6-4 238 dor. 
Kyle Nelson 6-4 232 So. 

LT Kyle Smith 6-6 312 ~— So. 
Joe Suder 6-6 346 Jn 

LG Chuck Taylor* 6-3 345 = =So. 
Joseph Palmer 6-3 308 Jr. 

Cc Richie Bolin* 6-2 29172 NSre 
Mike Gr 6-3 302 Fr. 

RG Polo Gutierrez* 6-2 304 = Sr. 
Joe Suder 6-6 346 Jr. 

RT Patrick Blount 6-3 275 So. 
David Norman 6-5 300 dr. 

Defense ; 

Pos. Name Hts Wterct. 
iT Rhyan Anderson* 6-5 263 Sr. 
Ka‘ua Adolpho 6-1 233 So. 

NT Justen Alford 6-2 227 Jr. 
E.J. Cannon 5-11 _292 dr. 

RT Oren Long 6-2 260 Sr. 
Ka‘ua Adolpho 6-1 233 So. 


LB Ross Conner 5-10 212 Jr. 


Jason Scott 5-10 _ 207 dr. 
1B Nick Paden 6-3 235 Jr. 
Chris Nwoko* 6-1 230s or. 
LB La‘Auli Fonoti* 6-4 25506 4Ste 
Jamar Cotton* 6-0 218 dr. 
cB Davon House* 6-0 172 So. 
Marvin Betts. 5-9 180 Sr. 
cB Vincent Butler* 5-10 188 Sr. 
Marvin Betts 5-9 180 Sr. 
S Derrick Richardson* 5-11 190 Sr. 


_Brennan Baiamonte 6-1 211 Sr. 
s Alphonso Powell 5-9 182 So. 
Mark Waters 5-10 _ 180 Fr. 
Ss Brennan Baiamonte 6-1 211 Sr. 


Ben Bradley 5-10 183 Fr. 
J Special Teams 
Pos. Name Ht. wt. Cl. 
K Kyle Hughes 6-0 184 So. 


| Jordan Davenport 5-10 170 Fr. 


* Returning Starters in Bold 
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MISSOURI! 


AT A GLANCE 


| 12-2 overall, 7-1 Big 12 (T-ist, North) 
rth 


"Gary Pinkel — At Missouri: 49-37, 


7 years; overall: 122-74-3, 17 years 


17; 6 offense, 10 defense, kicker — 


_ QB Chase Daniel, WR Jeremy Maclin, 
TE Chase Coffman, DE Stryker Sulak, 
DI Ziggy Hood, OLB Sean Weatherspoon, 
_ FS William Moore, PK Jeff Wolfert, 


_ The Tigers can light up the scorel 


{ ‘should be Pinkel’s ‘best skeae 
| Missouri, featuring All-America 
in William Moore and Sean Wea 


not one punter with Division I experience 
on the roster. The running game might 
require a tailback-by-committee approach, 


tackle and center. 
_ TE Martin Rucker, C Adam Spieker, = 


LT Tyler Luellen, WR Will Franklin, 
TB Tony Temple, NT Lorenzo Williams —_ 


There's enough firepower on offense apa 


experience on defense to make Missouri 
the clear favorite in the Big 12 North. 

” Like last season, the Tigers should be { 
| chasing a BCS bowl and the national > 
_ championship is possible ... and they eas 
have enough talent to aes there. hy t 


; 


with: one of the ae 12's most e Gee te 


downs as well as anyone because fie . 


and there will be first-time Vg tks 


Show Me the Favorites: Newly Popular Pinkel, MU 


Re: Gary Pinkel if his posture 
was askew this spring. After leading 
Missouri to a school-record 12 wins last 
season and several other team milestones, 
the coach couldn't go anywhere without 
receiving a pat on the back. 

Even at the Columbia coffee shop that 
Pinkel habitually visits every morning, 
the well-wishers lined up to greet the new 
hero — even if it took seven years for the 
community to fully embrace him. 

The star treatment might have hit its 
peak in early April when the St. Louis 
Cardinals invited Pinkel to throw out the 
ceremonial first pitch on opening day at 
Busch Stadium, an honor that’s historically 
bestowed on the franchise’s Hall of Famers 
or the state’s most important dignitaries. 

A few months earlier, the mayor of 
St. Louis — a city that’s had, at times, 
frosty relations with MU’s program — 
presented Pinkel the key to the city, an act 
of goodwill that’s been shared in all cor- 
ners of the state. 

A delayed flight from his vacation home 
in Florida nixed Pinkel’s opening-pitch 
appearance — star players Chase Daniel 
and Jeremy Maclin were last-minute fill- 
ins — but Pinkel certainly feels the up- 
surge of support that has embraced him 
and his program. 

He appreciates the appreciation but 
wants to earn more. 

“When you have a year like that, there’s 
lingering effects,” said Pinkel, who was re- 
warded in December with a new five-year 
contract that gives him the third-highest 
salary among Big 12 football coaches. 

“Anywhere you go around, people are 


still congratulating you three months 
after the season is over. ... Having a good 
year doesn't define you in any way. That's 
one good year. I would suggest we have 
another high-level year, two years in 
a row. We haven't done that. Stay tuned.” 

If 2007 was a joyride for Missouri fans 
— the team’s first Big 12 North Divi- 
sion title, a week atop the national polls, 
a Cotton Bowl demolishing of Arkansas 
— buckle in for what could be another 
transcendent journey. 

Enough major players from last year’s 
12-2 season are back, starting with Dan- 
iel, the Heisman Trophy finalist quarter- 
back, and Maclin, last year’s consensus 
All-American receiver/returner. 

The defense is loaded with experienced 
playmakers, including last year's NCAA 
leader in interceptions and three-fourths 
of the line that ranked second in the Big 
12 in sacks. 


OFFENSE 


You might think a team that loses its all- 
time receptions leader, three-year starters at 
wide receiver, tailback and left tackle plus a 
four-year starting center would temper its 
expectations. Not at Missouri this season. 

Missouri must replace nearly 40 percent 
of its receptions and receiving yards from 
2007, the bulk of which came via All-Amer- 
ican tight end Martin Rucker and wideout 
Will Franklin. But there are plenty of toys 
left for quarterback Chase Daniel. 

Start with Jeremy Maclin, who broke 
through for a team-high 1,055 receiving 
yards as the slot receiver last year. Throw 
in senior tight end Chase Coffman, 
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Chase Daniel photo by G Newman Lowrance/Getty Images 
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Photo by: Peter Aiken/Getty Images 


a sidekick to Rucker the past three years. 


Coffman already owns the school mark 
for touchdown catches. 

Sprinkle in Jared Perry, a speedy play- 
maker in 2006 who became an afterthought 
last fall. And mix some Danario Alexander, 
a potent NFL prototype coming off ACL 
surgery, and trusty senior Tommy Saunders, 
Daniel’s favorite target on third down. 

Add a few heralded freshmen, and 
the Tigers have the makings for another 
powerful aerial attack, which, of course, 
all starts with Daniel, last year’s Big 12 
Offensive Player of the Year. 

Tailback Tony Temple finished his MU 
career gashing Arkansas for 281 yards in 
the Cotton Bowl, but there’s plenty to 
like about his replacements. Three backs 
should split carries, if not evenly, then 
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2007 stats: 176.2 ypg rushing (6th in Big 12/38th in NCAA), 314.1 ypy passing (3rd/9th), 480.3 ypy total offense (2nd/Sth), 39.9 ppg (4th/8th) 


: = 
QB Chase Daniel* Sr.___Heisman finalist played his best in November. Chase Patton, Sr. 

1B Jimmy Jackson Sr.___ Physical runner averaged 4.9 yards per carry last fall. _ Derrick Washington, So. 

WR __Tommy Saunders* Sr. ___ Reliable possession receiver, automatic on third down. Earl Goldsmith, Sr. 

WR __Danario Alexander Jr. Big-play weapon recovering from ACL surgery. Jared Perry, Jr. 


WR__Jeremy Maclin* So. All-American might be nation’s most explosive player. Forrest Shock, So. 


TE Chase Coffman Sr.__ Already owns school record with 20 TD catches. Jon Gissinger, Jr. 

LT _ Dain Wise Jr. Split reps evenly with Fisher in spring game. Elvis Fisher, Fr. 

LG Ryan Madison* Sr. Team’s most experienced blocker. Jayson Palmgren, Fr. 
C _TimBames So. __ Becomes only MU's fourth center since 1996. J.T. Beasley, Fr. 

RG Kurtis Gregory” Jt. Team's most versatile OL can play tackle or center, too. Austin Wuebbels, Fr. 
RT Colin Brown* Sr. __ 6-8 mammoth excelled as first-year starter last year. Mike Prince, So. 
*Returning Starter 


2007 stats: 122.1 ypg rushing (4th in Big 12/25th NCAA), 256.9 passing (7th/96th), 378.9 total defense (Sth/S8th), 23.3 ppg (Srd/37th) 


‘DE Tommy Chavis* Sr.___Quietly put together solid second half of '07. Jaysen Corbett, Sr. 
DT__Ziggy Hood* Sr. __ Cotton Bowl was peek at monstrous potential. Terrell Resonno, Fr. 

NT Jaron Baston ‘ Jr.___ Career backup replaces All-Big 12 team leader. Dominique Hamilton, Fr. 
DE Stryker Sulak* Sr. Emerged as an every-down playmaker last year. Michael Keck, Fr. 


‘LB Sean Weatherspoon* Jr. Might be MU's best linebacker in decades. Steve Redmond, Sr. 
LB _ Brock Christopher* Sr. Team's most experienced defensive starter. Luke Lambert, So. 


LB Luke Lambert So. __ Starter depends on Alexander's return from ACL. Van Alexander, Sr.* 
CB Carl Gettis* So. __ Preseason surprise last fall became lockdown corner. _ Kevin Rutland, So. 
Castine Bric Sr. __ Physical corner led position in tackles, interceptions.  Tremane Vaughns, Sr. 


CB 


$$ Justin Garrett* Sr. __ Joined starting lineup midway through last season. Del Howard, Jr. 
FS William Moore* Sr.___Electric playmaker tied for NCAA lead with eight INTs. Hardy Ricks, dr. 
*Returning Starter 


more proportionally than past years when 
Temple was the workhorse. 

Senior Jimmy Jackson and sophomore 
Derrick Washington might be better be- 
tween the tackles, while redshirt freshman 
De’Vion Moore is an outside threat and 
capable receiver. 

They'll find holes behind a line that 
loses key cogs at left tackle and center, 
but experience returns in right tackle 
Colin Brown, left guard Ryan Madison 
and right guard Kurtis Gregory. 

Sophomore Tim Barnes slides in seam- 
lessly at center, but a clear starter at left 
tackle was unsettled through the spring 
game. Junior Dain Wise and redshirt 
freshman Elvis Fisher split snaps evenly. 
If neither locks down the job, Gregory 
can slide over and handle the job, too. 


DEFENSE 


The defense gradually became one of the 
Big 12’s best last year. By season's end, the 
Tigers had flattened some of the league's 
best offenses and neutralized Arkansas 
Darren McFadden in the Cotton Bowl. 

MU returns all but one starter from the 
lineup that started the bowl. 

“Last year, we were a good defense,” said 
junior All-Big 12 outside linebacker Sean 
Weatherspoon. “This year, we can be great.” 

The Tigers replace all-conference nose 
tackle Lorenzo Williams with junior Jaron 
Baston, who split snaps evenly with Wil- 
liams late last year. Missouri also returns 
a productive defensive end tandem in se- 
niors Stryker Sulak and Tommy Chavis, 
plus three-year starter Ziggy Hood at de- 
fensive tackle. 
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rivals.com 


Zaviar Gooden, DB 


he could be an early contributor in the secondary. 


Blaine Gabbert, QB 


times. 


Andrew Jones, WR/TE 


3 NEWCOMERS OF IMP ACT 


unique talents this fall. 


Jimmy Burge T oo 6-2 275 Houston, TX 
Chose Missouri over Houston, TCU, Boise State, Fresno State and Stanford. 


Taylor Davis 1 o9°0 6-5 270 Plano, TX 
Rated as the nation’s No. 76 offensive tackle by Rivals.com. 


Prestonwood 


Will Ebner BB Oooo 6-1 225 Friendswood, TX 
Rated as the nation's No. 39 inside linebacker by Rivals.com. 


Kip Edwards 1 OOS 6-1 172 Arlington, TX 
Rated as the No. 93 overall prospect in Texas by Rivals.com... 
No. 42 cornerback. 


Bowie 
Rated as the nation’s 


Michael Egnew WR OO 6-5 200 Plainview, TX 
Big receiver could grow into a tight end. 


Blaine Gabhert @% OO6600 65 226 Ballwin, M0 Parkway West 
Rivals100 selection...Rated as the No. 1 prospect in Missouri...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 1 pro-style quarterback. 
Zaviar Gooden BB ooo 6-2 195 Pflugerville, TX Pflugerville 
Rated as the No. 56 overall prospect in Texas by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 32 safety. 

“i oo00 6-6 302 Harlan, IA 


Harlan 
Rated as the No. 1 overall prospect in lowa by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 


No. 18 offensive guard. 


derrell Jackson ATH OG 6-2 180 Houston, TX Jefferson Davis 
Chose Missouri over TCU. 
Kenji Jackson Oooo 5-10 190 Mansfield, TX 


Mansfield 
Rated as the No. 74 overall prospect in Texas by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 


No. 42 safety. 


Daniel Jenkins lb ooo 6-4 270 Gilmer, TX Gilmer 


Rated as the nation’s No. 64 offensive guard by Rivals.com. 


Andrew Jones TE 6900 6-5 228 Smithville, MO 
Rated as the No. 2 overall prospect in Missouri by Rivals.com... 
No. 14 tight end. 


Smithville 
Rated as the nation’s 


Gooden has the speed Missouri coaches seem to covet. He sparkled 
as a senior, leading Pflugerville (Texas) High to its first-ever state 
title-game appearance playing on both sides of the ball. For the Tigers, 


The impact Gabbert will have this year won't be on the field. But 
} Gabbert will have an immediate impact on the Tigers recruiting. 
Gabbert's selection of Mizzou over Nebraska signals a change of the 


4 Even though he is just a freshman, Jones already is a speed mismatch 
for most college linebackers and a physical mismatch for most col- 
| lege defensive backs. Mizzou likely will find a way to integrate his 


Committments 
Average Stars 


66606 
OG666 


OO606 


Total Stars 
National Rank: 25 


2009 NEEDS 


Replenishing the secondary will be a priority. 
But the biggest need will be to continue the 
recruiting upswing in the state of Missouri. 
If Mizzou is going to be consistently good, 
the Tigers have to continue to be the team to 
beat on in-state recruits. 


THE SLEEPER 


Will Ebner, LB 

Injured much of his junior year, Ebner 
had a strong senior year and was 
unearthed by one of five Tigers coach- 
es who recruit Texas exclusively. The 
primary competition for Ebner was 
C-USA program Houston. 


BIG 12:5 


Wes Kemp WR OOO 6-4 226 St Louis, MO DeSmet 
Rated as the No. 6 overall prospect in Missouri by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation's 
No. 49 wide receiver. 


Brad Madison ol ooo 6-5 Bethany, MO South Harrison 
Rated as the No. 12 overall prospect in Missouri by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 54 offensive guard. 


Marcus 1 oo 


Malbrough 6-5 225 Beaumont, TX 
Chose Missouri over lowa. 


Gahn McGatfie RB OOO 5-10 170 Galena Park, 1X Galena Park 
Rated as the No. 79 overall prospect in Texas by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 25 all-purpose back. 


a) 6-2 300 Jefferson City, MO Jefferson City 
Rated as the No. 10 overall prospect in Missouri by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 47 offensive guard. 


Aldon Smith ooo 6-5 235 Raytown, MO Raytown 
Rated as the No. 5 overall prospect in Missouri by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 


No. 27 strongside defensive end. 


Jacquies Smith DE ooo 6-4 220 Dallas, TX 
Rated as the nation’s No. 26 weakside defensive end by Rivals.com. 


South Oak Clift 


Robert Steeples BB OOO 6-1 189 St Louis, MO DeSmet 
Rated as the No. 8 overall prospect in Missouri by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 40 cornerback. 


Drew Temple RB OOO 5-9 186 Kansas City, MO Rockhurst 
Rated as as the No. 7 overall prospect in Missouri by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 31 running back. 


George White Bb ooo 6-2 252 Cincinnati, OH Harmony Prep 
Rated as the No. 25 prep school prospect in America by Rivals.com. 


Rolandis Woodland WR OOG 6-5 185 Cincinnati, OH 
Rated as the No. 28 prep school prospect in America by Rivals.com. 


Harmony Prep 
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Miser lined up just three healthy scholar- 
ship linebackers at one point this spring. 
Two reserves left the team midway through 
spring practices. Sophomore Marquis Booker was 
dismissed from the program after his arrest for 
brandishing a handgun during an altercation 
outside a Columbia apartment complex. Two 
weeks later, junior Connell Davis quit the team 
unexpectedly. Then came a rash of injuries. 
Sean Weatherspoon, a first-team All-Big 12 
player, tore his left labrum but waited until after 
the spring scrimmage to undergo surgery. He's 


81 DANARIO ALEXANDER WR 6-5 
5 VAN ALEXANDER 1B 6 
TIM BARNES 
JARON BASTON 
J.T. BEASLEY 
MACK BREED 
CASTINE BRIDGES 
COLIN BROWN 
TONY BUHR 
ADAM CASEY 
TOMMY CHAVIS 


210 
235 


WR 
DL 


34 BROCK CHRISTOPHER 1B 6-2 235 St Keamey WHAM MOORE SS 61-20 «Stayt expected back by August, as is fellow starting 
97_3OHN CLARK PK 60 185 So St.chales 49 GeERTMOYE SSG? 215s «OSSSSCSCaspe, TX outside linebacker Van Alexander, who tore the 
45 _CHASECOFFMAN TE 6-6 245 St Peeulat =F MANOR TE es SSC ACL in his right knee three days after 
51_CHAD COLLARD B60 205 Fr ee fe ee een Weatherspoon’s injury occurred. 

$7_JAYSEN CORBETT DL_ 6-4 __260_St GA: SCRE OLOD = WR SA ema Alexander underwent surgery on April 14, and 
98 BART COSLET DL__65 250 So Oe el 2 ee oo ee eS team trainers believe he can rehab in time to play 
11_ JIMMY COSTELLO. QB 62205 Fr Lo ee pe ee Kansas City in the season opener. MU added depth at the 
39 TYLER CRANE DL 6-3 225 So Allen, TX 


position when sophomore defensive end Tyler 
Crane moved to linebacker late in the spring. 

¢ Notre Dame transfer Munir Prince saw little 
playing time the past two seasons in South 
Bend, Ind.. He was willing to sit out a year to be 
closer to home. 

Prince, a St. Louis native, enrolled at Missouri 
in January after playing 10 games as a backup 
cornerback for the Fighting Irish last year. 

“Once you see that golden dome and the sta- 
dium, you want to play there,” Prince said of 
Notre Dame. “You want to be a part of that tradi- 
tion. But you know, it’s not for everybody.” 

Prince, who can play safety or cornerback, will 
have two years of eligibility remaining. 

¢ In December, five Missouri players submit- 
ted their names to the NFL college advisory 
committee, hoping to get some feedback on 
their draft projections. 

Fortunately for MU, all five returned for their 
senior season, including tight end Chase 
Coffman and free safety William Moore, who 
figure to be MU’s best pro prospects. 

“T kind of figured I'd be coming back unless I was 
a (first-round) pick for sure,” said Coffman, whose 
father, Paul, was a Pro Bowl tight end with the 
Packers. “I mean, I just sent it in to see where I'd 
be. It's definitely motivation to keep working hard 
and hopefully be a No. 1 draft pick next year.” 


CHASE DANIEL 
MATT DAVIS DB 
TERRY DENNIS WR 
BRENDAN DONALDSON OL 
CHRIS EARNHARDT 


QB 


CHRIS GARES 
JUSTIN GARRETT 
BRANDON GERAU 
CARL GETTIS 
JEFF GETTYS 
JON GISSINGER 
EARL GOLDSMITH 
KURTIS GREGORY 305k 
5 DOMINIC GROOMS QB 63 (195 So Tampa, FL 
90 DOMINIQUE HAMILTON DL 6-6 285 fr El Paso, TX 38_ STRYKER SULAK DL 6-5 250 Sr Rockdale, TX 
LEVI HAMILTON TE Rolla 
RODERICK HARRIS ss Kansas City 
36 JAKE HARRY P6-1__-190 __Jr_Cardiff-by-the-Sea, CA 14 _FRED TROTMAN S57 185 Fr St. Louis 
THOMAS HELLM 280 Fr St. Louis 
‘TREY HOBSON 185 Fr Stanley, KS 
EVANDER HOOD Axnarillo, TX 
DEL HOWARD Dallas, TX 
JIMMY JACKSON Caruthersville 
MICHAEL KECK Earrisonville 
KIRK LAKEBRINK Liberty 
LUKE LAMBERT Brookfield 
ANDY LOYD Branson 


5-10 
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Redshirt freshmen Terrell Resonno (tack- 
le) and Michael Keck (end) climbed the 
depth chart in the spring, perhaps enough 
to earn significant reps off the bench. 

Missouri returns all three starting line- 
backers, though Van Alexander (strong- 
side) is coming off April surgery for a 


torn ACL. Team trainers expect Alexan- 
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der back in time for the season, but if he’s 
not ready for the opener, sophomore Luke 
Lambert, who got significant playing time 
last year, is back. 

Middle linebacker Brock Christopher is 
the defense’s most experienced player with 
25 career starts. Weatherspoon will be com- 
ing off April surgery for a torn labrum. 

Free safety William Moore, who tied for the 
NCAA lead with eight interceptions last year, 
suffered the same injury midway through last 
season, requiring surgery in January that side- 
lined him for spring practices. 

Moore, one of five MU players who ex- 
plored leaving early for the NFL draft, might 
be the country’s best playmaking safety — 
as shown by the five game-changing picks he 
snagged in MU’s final six games of 2007. 

Cornerback might be Missouri’s deepest 
position. Sophomore Carl Gettis and senior 
Castine Bridges have the starting positions 
locked down, but backups Kevin Rutland, 
‘Tremane Vaughns and Trey Hobson emerged 
as capable playmakers during the spring. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

A slew of walk-ons have challenged ju- 
nior college transfer Jake Harry for punt- 
ing duties, but nobody seized the position 
in the spring. Harry, the team’s only schol- 
arship punter, likely will get the first crack. 

All-Big 12 kicker Jeff Wolfert returns, 
hoping to extend a two-year string of 90 
consecutive kicks made (field goals and 
PATs) during conference play. A linger- 
ing hip injury limited Wolfert’s strength 
on kickoffs last year, but he remains the 
favorite for those duties, too. 


‘school prot 
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Scary Notion: He’s 
Just Catching On 


Big 12 Conference defensive coordina- 
tors, safeties and cornerbacks, consider 
yourselves warned: Missouri coach Gary 
Pinkel believes sophomore Jeremy Maclin 
has barely skimmed the surface of his po- 
tential as an elite wide receiver. 

In his first college season, Maclin earned 
consensus All-American honors after pil- 
ing up the fifth-most all-purpose yards in 
Football Bowl Subdivision history (2,276), 
while becoming the only player in college 
football to score touchdowns rushing, re- 
ceiving and returning punts and kickoffs. 
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One year removed from major recon- 
structive knee surgery, Maclin visited the 
end zone 16 times in all, caught 80 passes 
for a team-high 1,055 yards and helped ex- 
pand the Missouri playbook with a variety 
of sweeps, reverses and option plays from 
his slot receiver position. 

What can Maclin possibly do for an en- 
core? Priority No. 1 is becoming a more 
polished, more complete wide receiver for 
a team that must replace production from 
experienced playmakers who graduated. 

“T think Jeremy Maclin is a lot better 
player right now than he was a year ago,” 
Pinkel said. “People go, ‘Wow, how can that 
happen?’ Well, Brett Favre was a heck of a 
lot better player his eighth year as a start- 
er than he was his first year. 

“So, he’s stronger. He’s faster. He's 
quicker. He knows the game more. I think 
his one-on-one routes, he’s improved dra- 
matically. I also think that’s where he’s got 
to be demanding on himself for perfection 
because that’s how good he can be. No sin- 
gle guy should ever be able to cover him.” 

It wasn’t until late last season that op- 
posing defenses began devoting some sem- 
blance of double coverages on Maclin. He 
figures to see more of that every week this 
season, especially considering MU must 
replace proven playmakers in departed se- 
niors Will Franklin and Martin Rucker. 

Many figure this will be Maclin’s last 
year in a Missouri uniform. He has played 
just one season at MU, but given his red- 
shirt year in 2006, Maclin will be eligible 
for the 2009 NFL draft, though his eligibil- 
ity would run through the 2010 season. 

He'll certainly have the measurables 
the NFL seeks. Maclin, a chiseled 6-1, 
200 pounds, recorded his fastest 40-yard 
dash time during MU’s winter condition- 
ing, clocking a blazing time of 4.32 sec- 
onds. Like his coach, Maclin knows he 
can do better. 

“I was aiming for something in the 4.2 
range,” he said. “I’m going to get there. 
But that'll do for now.” 


One of Missouri's most valuable players 
over the past three years was long snap- 
per Steven Blair, whose eligibility expired, 
leaving linebacker Brock Christopher, 
tight end Jon Gissinger and walk-on Terry 


Dennis to compete for the job. 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


The regular season begins and ends with 
opponents Missouri defeated last year — 


Illinois and Kansas 


only to watch those 
teams play in BCS bowls while the Tigers 
headed to the Cotton Bowl. 

Missouri hasn't forgotten, which will pro- 
vide plenty of fodder for games that should 
rank as two of MU’s three toughest. 

The third is an Oct. 18 visit to Texas, 
where Missouri hasn't beaten the Long- 
horns since 1896. 

The Tigers proved last season they can 
finally win road games where they've 
struggled historically — see victories at 
Colorado and Kansas State — so winning 
in Austin isn’t out of the question. 

The Tigers have owned Nebraska in 
Columbia in the past three meetings, but 
they travel to Lincoln this fall, where they 


haven't won since 1978. 


— Dave Matter 
SCHEDULE 
“Aug. 30 vs. Illinois (St. Louis) 
Sept.6 SOUTHEAST MISSOURI 
“Sept.13. © NEVADA — 
“Sept.20  —- BUFFALO 
“Oct. 4 at Nebraska 

Oct. 11 OKLAHOMA STATE — 
“Oct. 18 at Texas 
“Oct.25. ~~—« COLORADO 

Nov. 1 at Baylor — 
' Nov. 8 KANSAS STATE 
“Nov.15  —at Iowa State 
“Nov. 29 vs, Kansas (Kansas City) 
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By Natalie Meisler 


COACH: Rocky Long — At New Mexico and overall: 
61-61, 10 years 

OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Dave Baldwin 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Troy Reffett 

LAST LEAGUE TITLE: 1964, WAC co-champions 
LAST TIME DIDN'T GO BOWLING: 2005 
RETURNING STARTERS: 12; 6 offense, 6 defense 
PLAYERS TO WATCH: Q8 Donovan Porterie, CB DeAndre 
Wright, CB Glover Quin, TB Rodney Ferguson 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Offense is loaded with skill 
personnel. The rich tradition on defense allows UNM to 
just substitute new players into the system. Back-to- 
back home games against BCS conference teams. 
POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: The talent in the backfield 

has a new offensive line in front of it, and an opener 
with TCU isn’t the best way to develop confidence up 
front. Lobos could be underdogs in each of their first 
four games. 


Lobos In A Box 


OFFENSE 

The biggest change in Albuquerque in the 
spring was that there was no change at all. 

There has been a revolving door on the offen- 
sive coordinator’s office for the past four years, 
but Dave Baldwin decided to stick around for 
a second season. He'll keep the same wide-open 
scheme, and more continuity comes from hav- 
ing a third-year starter at quarterback in junior 
Donovan Porterie. 

Porterie, who helped lead New Mexico to 
the postseason each of his first two seasons, is a 
superb athlete who will give BYU’s Max Hall and 
Utah’s Brian Johnson a run for All-Mountain 
West honors. 

Porterie cut back on his scrambling last season, 
while his passing and decision-making took the 
natural freshman-to-sophomore leap. 

UNM loses a pair of first-team All-MWC 
receivers — Marcus Smith (a fourth-round pick by 
the Baltimore Ravens) and Travis Brown — but 
several players stepped up in the spring, including 
Bryant Williams and Jermaine McQueen. Williams 
is a junior college transfer originally recruited by 
Baldwin during a stint at Michigan State. 

The ground game remains unchanged, which 
is an especially good situation for the Lobos. 
Power tailback Rodney Ferguson finished third 
in MWC rushing at 98.1 yards a game. When 
he turned up academically ineligible for the New 
Mexico Bowl, Paul Baker stepped in with 167 
yards in his first start. 

The result was the first nine-win season for 
coach Rocky Long and an end to New Mexico’s 


2008 Schedule 


2007 Results 


New Mexico 


niversii 


46-year drought without a bowl victory. 
The biggest question mark will be how the line 
develops after losing four starters. 


DEFENSE 

The defense had a great season, finishing 13th 
nationally in total defense at 319.9 yards and 14th 
in scoring at 19.0 points. 

There is a coordinator change as Troy Reffett 
replaces Osia Lewis, who went to UTEP. Regardless 
of the coordinator, Long made his reputation as 
a defensive coach and his unorthodox scheme won't 
see many changes. 

The personnel is a different story; changes are 
a must. New Mexico lost all three starting lineback- 
ers, both ends and veteran safety OJ Swift. 

The strength is at cornerback were Glover Quin 
and DeAndre Wright return, forming one of the 
better corner tandems in the West. “We've had 
a lot of corners get a chance to play pro football 
and I think they're comparable to those guys,” 
said Long. 

Long’s biggest concern is at linebacker. Only 
two players have experience — Zach Arnett and 
Herbert Fielder. That makes depth a concern, but 
New Mexico has reached the point in its system and 
recruiting philosophy that when the names change, 
the dominance rarely wavers. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

New Mexico’s most significant loss might be 
kicker John Sullivan, who easily was the best of 
three UNM kickers to earn All-MWC honors since 
2003. All were former walk-ons. 

Redshirt freshman Drew Zamora is Sullivan’s 
likely heir apparent, while Adam Miller takes over 
punting duties. 

The return game should remain solid with 
DeAndre Wright and Frankie Solomon. 


OVERVIEW 

The Lobos don’t have the luxury of easing into 
the season, but fans get the luxury of an impressive 
home schedule. UNM hosts TCU, Texas A&M 
and Arizona in the first three weeks of the season 
before playing at Tulsa. It could be a tough start, 
but New Mexico, with as much offensive talent as 
ever, could finish well, if the rebuilt offensive line 
comes together. 


. 2007 Rankings 


te ee re ey 
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‘Depth Chart 


PORTERIE 


IWS NOSUNATT NWIS AB OLOHd 


Offense 
Pos. Name Ht. Wt. Cl. 
QB Donovan Porterie* 6-3 2060s Jr. 
Brad Gruner 6:2. — 225. Fr. 
FB Matt Quillen* 6-0 250 Sr. 
Josh Fussell 6-2 235 So. 
1B Rodney Ferguson* 6-0 229 Sr. 
__ Paul Baker 5-7 195 _Sr, 
WR Roland Bruno* 5-10 166 Jr. 
Michael Scarlett 6-2 170 Fr. 
WR Daryl Jones 6-3 207 dr. 
Jermaine McQueen 6-2 180 Sr. 
TE Chris Mark* 6-5 257 Sr. 
Mitch Straub 6-3 249 dr. 
UT Ivan Hernandez 6-6 295 Jr 
. Sylvester Hatten 6-3 308 Sr. 
LG Mike Cannon 6-3 302 So. 
Matt Streid 63 sets Sr. 
c Erik Cook* 6-6 312 Jr. 
Ben Contreras 6-2 300 dr. 
RG Derek Tallent 6-4 309 So. 
Joshua Taufalete 6-2 320 dr. 
RT Byron Bell 6-5 296 Fr. 
Karlin Givens 6-3 295 Jn 
4 Defense 

Pos. Name HE ewtrrn cy; 
DE Kevin Balogun 6-4 281 Sr, 
DeAndre Davis 6-2 245 dor 
NT Wesley Beck* 6-1 279 Sr. 
Jeremiah Lovato 6-2 260 Sr. 
DE Phillip Harrison 6-3 291 Jr. 
__ Kendall Briscoe Coie yh sate 
LB Herbert Felder 6-1 230 Sr. 
Carmen Messina 6-2 210 Fr. 
LB Zach Amett 5-10 205 Sr. 
Seth Johannemann 6-3 224 So, 
‘LB Terel Anyaibe 6-2 217 So. 
Johnathan Rainey 6-2 210 Fr. 
cB Glover Quin* 6-0 203 Sr. 
Jerome Jenkins 5-10 __ 186 So. 
CB DeAndre Wright* 5-11 193 Sr. 
Abdullah Konte 6-0 193 So. 
Ss Frankie Salomon 5-10 1730 Or. 
Thomas Littleton 6-0 190 dr. 
s Clint McPeek* 6-2 2100 od, 
Tan Clark* 6-0 210 dr. 
S _ Blake Ligon* 6-4 187 ° Sr. 
Frankie Baca 5-11 190 Jr. 

: Special Teams 
Pos. Name Wt. Cl. 
K Drew Zamora 61 180 Fr. 
P Adam Miller 6-2 224 Jr 

* Returning Starters in Bold 
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TFASKA LORNHUS| 


_ RB Marton Lucky, QB Joe Ganz, oS 
_ OT Lydon Murtha, DT Ndamukon 


LJ 


LB Phillip Dillard, CB Armando Manly rok 


Ss larry Asante 


~ Huskers should have plenty of p | OF 
offense; the backfield has’ big-play poter 
tial and will be operating behin 
veteran line. Joe Ganz’s record- smashing 

~ exploits late last season might be 
of things to come. Four returning defen- 
sive line starters provide. hope 

~ mention that side of the ball.” 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS 


_ The defensive ‘meltdown in 2007 lea 

_ many question marks. The Huskers 
their top four linebackers and < 
converted RB Cody Glenn can p ; 
immediate assistance. DT Ndamukont 
a major disappointment as a sophomo 
‘is coming off knee surgery, talente 

_ comer Anthony Blue. 


‘Suh, 


cy ol 


ggugudise 

~ QB Sam Keller, C Brett Byford, WR Maurice 

_ Purify, WR Terrence Nunn, OL Carl Hicks, 
‘LB Bo Ruud, LB Lance Brandenburg 
CB Cortney Grixby, $ Tierre Green 


‘Pelini’s reputation as defensive sani = 
“be severely tested as he attempts tor 

‘urrect the defense in. 2008. ‘The offense = bi 

must be counted on to do the heavy lift 


‘ing early in the season and. eroratee ee : 
gram forward past the failed foutyede Ms 


Callahan experiment. 
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Huskers Look to Move Forward By Returning to Past 


| Bie years after hiring Bill Callahan to 
change a culture, Nebraska has turned 
to Bo Pelini to restore it. 

Callahan was welcomed by many in 
the Cornhusker state in 2004 as the in- 
novative football mind that was going to 
put some air into the Huskers’ stodgy, 
ground-based offensive attack. 

He was fired after last season’s embar- 
rassing 5-7 campaign in which Nebraska 
experienced a series of lowlights never be- 
fore endured by generations of fans. 

Pelini’s charge when hired in Decem- 
ber was to bring the Huskers back to the 
future. Pelini, who ran LSU’s defense for 
the past three seasons, had achieved folk 
hero status for his season of work with the 
Nebraska defense in 2003. 

His no-nonsense style appeals to the 
Husker Nation, which has always prided 
itself on its football team’s smashmouth 
approach to offense and defense. 

The most pressing question facing Peli- 
ni is this: Exactly how long will it take for 
him to engineer the dramatic turnaround 
necessary to make Nebraska relevant again 
on the college football landscape? 

Pelini, naturally, believes the answer is 
sooner rather than later — and any play- 
er that doesn’t share that belief had best 
move on. 


«“ - 
They are going to see that our way 


works,” Pelini said. “There is not a lot of 


room for debate. It is going to be done 
certain ways. If they want to do it another 
way, there are a lot of other Division I-A 
football programs they can play at. 


“There are not a lot of things that are 


up for discussion as far as how the game is 
going to be played and how we are going 
to go about things.” 

Pelini’s first team appears stocked with 
enough offensive talent to buy time early 
in the season to allow the development of 
a defense that needs a shot of confidence 
almost as badly as an influx of talent. 

The once-proud Blackshirts were hum- 
bled last fall by the worst season statisti- 
cally in school history. 

Spring practice produced enough en- 
couraging moments that Pelini believes 
the Huskers at least have a solid founda- 
tion on which to build. 
he said. 


“We're not where we want to be, but we're 


“We accomplished a lot,” 


heading in the right direction. They're 
starting to develop an understanding of 
what we're asking them. The discipline is 
there, the focus is there and the effort is 
there. 

“If we stay there and continue down 


this road, we'll be just fine come fall.” 


OFFENSE 


The bulk of Pelini’s football expertise 
is as a defensive coach. The new head 
coach will want to put his stamp on 
offense, too. Pelini opted to do so by 
retaining coordinator Shawn Watson, 
who decided to stay after a brief flirta- 
tion with Alabama. 

“Tt would have been very hard to start 
over with a new offensive coordinator and 
quarterback coach in my last year,” quar- 
terback Joe Ganz said. “I was a bit worried 
that he was going to Alabama, and it was 
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a great weight off my shoulders when he 
said he would be back.” 

Watson has demonstrated a high de- 
gree of flexibility. He'll air it out, as he did 
last season with Nebraska. He showed at 
Colorado he was content to blast defenses 
with big running backs. 

The offense has options with Ganz 
at quarterback, Marlon Lucky headlin- 
ing a solid stable of running backs and 
a deep and experienced group of offen- 
sive linemen. 

Ganz put together a sensational three- 
game run at the end of last season when 
taking over for the injured Sam Keller. 
Ganz threw for 410 yards in his first start 
against Kansas, then shredded Kansas State 
for a school-record 510 yards and seven 
touchdowns. His 484-yard, four-touch- 
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Scouting Report: Offense 


2007 stats: 144.4 ypg rushing (7th in Big 12/66th in NCAA), 323.8 ypg passing (2nd/7th), 468.3 ypg total offense (5th/Sth), 33.4 ppg (8th/28th) 
POS STARTER YR. COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 


QB Joe Ganz Sr. Threw for 400-plus yards in each of three starts last season. Patrick Witt, Fr. 

RB Marlon Lucky* Sr. Led team in rushing, nation in receptions by running back. Roy Helu, So. 

FB Thomas Lawson Sr. Was a part-time starter in 2007. Justin Makovicka, So. 
WR __ Nate Swift* Sr. Has scored 12 touchdowns and caught 103 career passes. Curenski Gilleylen, Fr. 
WR Todd Peterson Sr. Of his 45 career receptions, nine have produced TDs. Niles Paul, So, 

TE Mike McNeill ‘So. Bulking up in offseason should add to his effectiveness. Hunter Teafatiller, Sr. 


LT Lydon Murtha* — ‘Sr. 


Starting to live up to his tremendous potential Mike Smith, So. 
LG Mike Huff* Sr. __ Has started 18 games over the past two seasons, Keith Williams, So. 
Jacob Hickman’ Jr___ Shifts from guard to replace two-year starter Brett Byford. Mike Caputo, Fr. 

RG Matt Slauson* Sr... _ Most experienced lineman with 22 career starts, D.J. Jones, So. 
RT___Jaivorio Burkes So,  Emerged as potential standout after three freshman starts. _ Marcel Jones, Fr. 
*Returning Starter 


Scouting Report: Defense 


2007 stats: 232.2 ypg rushing (12th in Big 12/116th in NCAA), 244.7 ypg passing (4th/84th), 476.8 ypg total defense (12th/112th), 37.9 ppg (12th/114th) 


DE Barry Turner* Sr. Has potential to wreak havoc as speed rusher. Pierre Allen, So. 

DT NdamukongSuh* . Jr —_- Underachieved after breakout freshman season. Shukree Barfield, Sr. 

DT _TySteinkuhler* St. Battled injuries as a junior but still made eight starts. Kevin Dixon, Sr. 
DE Zach Potter* Sr. Most consistent DL last season; 11 tackles for loss. Clayton Sievers, Sr. 
LB Tyler Wortman Sr. ineering whiz will make the most of his chance. Blake Lawrence, So. 


LB Phillip Dillard Jr. Big-play potential could be aided by shedding 30 pounds. Will Compton, Fr. 

LB Cody Glenn St. Converted RB made strong spring impression. Latravis Washington, So. 
CB Armando Murillo* Sr. Only returning defender to start 12 games last season. Prince Amukamara, So. 
CB___ Anthony West So. Stepped up in spring to replace injured Blue. Anthony Blue, So. 

$ Rickey Thenarse. Jf. Two-time special teams MVP can hit with the best. Major Culbert, Jr. 
S___Larry Asante* Jr Huskers’ second-leading tackler last season. Eric Hagg, So. 


*Returning Starter 


down game against Colorado finished off 
a three-game barrage in which he threw for 
1,399 yards and 15 touchdowns. 

Lucky is the Big 12’s top returning 
rusher, but sophomore Roy Helu is go- 
ing to demand a lot of playing time after 
a sensational spring. He’s fast and big, at 
215 pounds, and is able to take plays in- 
side or out. 

Linemen Lydon Murtha, Mike Huff, 
Jacob Hickman and Matt Slauson have a 
combined 67 starts. 

“We can be one of the best in the na- 
tion,” said Murtha when asked about the 
line’s potential. “If you look at the points 
the offense put up last year, we should 
have won more games.” 

The offense’s top concerns: finding re- 


placements for two-year starting center 


Brett Byford and three wide receivers that 


accounted for 281 career catches. 


DEFENSE 


Restoring confidence with this unit 
ranks as one of Pelini’s top priorities. 

The 2007 Blackshirts allowed more 
points (455), yards (5,722) and first 
downs (299) than any team in school his- 
tory. Nebraska ranked last in the Big 12 
in rushing, scoring and total defense, and 
was in the bottom 10 nationally in each of 
those categories. 

Pelini was encouraged after spring. 

“They're starting to learn the concepts 
and principles of what we're asking them 
to do,” Pelini said. “A lot of this is new to 
them. We're giving them roles and con- 


cepts and things to apply. It’s coming, but 
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J There really isn't any question about the top prospect for Nebraska in 


P j 


2008. On the other hand, with plenty of depth on the offensive line, 
where Steinkuhler probably is best-suited to play, questions remain if 
he'll redshirt a year before unleashing his talent. 


Will Compton, LB 

Considering the Huskers lost four linebackers to graduation and the 
poor play of the defense overall, there is a need for talented newcom- 
ers. Compton is a name frequently mentioned as a possible backup to 
Phillip Dillard at middle linebacker. 


Alfonzo Dennard, DB 

Though not as highly rated as fellow DB David Whitmore, Dennard’s 
H athletic ability and ball skills make him a guy to watch this fall. There 
is a need at corner with Anthony Blue's spring injury, and Dennard 
could also be an all-purpose guy on offense and in the return game. 


3 NEWCOMERS OF IMP ACT 


Pos. Stars Ht. WL Hometown School 


Antonio Bell WR OO 6-2 177 Daytona Beach, FL Mainland 
Had 45 catches for 776 yards and nine touchdowns his senior season. 


Will Compton MH OOOO 6-2 214 Bonne Terre, MO North County 
Rated as the No. 3 overall prospect in Missouri by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No, 34 athlete. 


Khiry Cooper WR OOO 6-2 175 Shreveport, LA Calvary Academy 
Rated as the No. 30 overall prospect in Louisiana by Rivals.com. 


Ben Cotton Tr ooo 6-6 217 Ames, IA Ames Senior 
Rated as the No. 2 overall prospect in lowa by Rivals.com.,.Rated as the nation’s 
No. 25 tight end. 


Alfonzo Dennard 1 OOO 5-10 185 Rochelle, GA Wilcox County 
Rated as the No. 32 overall prospect in Georgia by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 25 cornerback. 


Sean Fisher Bb Oooo 6-5 225 Omaha, NE Millard North 
Rated as the No. 3 overall prospect in Nebraska by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 41 outside linebacker. 


David Grant lb ooo 6-6 278 Killeen, TX Killeen 
Rated as the No. 85 overall prospect in Texas by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 53 offensive tackle. 


Ricky Henry ob ooo 6-4 300 Wahpeton, ND North Dakota State College of Sclence 
Chose Nebraska over Colorado and Houston. 


Tyson Hetzer Tr ooo 6-7 265 Glendora, CA Citrus C.C. 
Rated as the No. 70 junior college prospect in America by Rivals.com. 


Micah Krelkemeler 1B OO 6-4 215 West Point, NE West Point Central Catholic 
Rated as the No. 9 overall prospect in Nebraska by Rivals.com. 


John Levorson MH OOO 6-4 185 Crete, NE Crete 
Rated as the No. 6 overall prospect in Nebraska by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 87 athlete. 


Tim Marlowe ATH O© 5-10 165 Youngstown, OH Cardinal Mooney 
Huskers added sleeper late. 


Cameron Meredith DE OO 6-4 Santa Ana, CA Mater Dei 
Rated as the No. 63 overall prospect in California by Rivals.com. ..Rated as the nation’s 
No. 13 weakside defensive end. 


Collins Okafor RB OOo 6-1 210 Omaha, NE Westside 


Rated as the No. 4 overall prospect in Nebraska by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation's 
No, 27 running back. 
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Average Stars 


66066 
OO6606 


Kyler Reed, ATH OOO66 


Reed is known for being a big-bodied | Total Stars 
receiving threat and a complete player 
because of his blocking skills. Armed  MAGUDEM BE) BIG 12: 8 


also with good speed, and with a need 

in Lincoln for a field-stretching tight 2009 NEEDS 

end, Reed could compete early for There is no question interior defensive line- 

playing time. men are a huge need for the Huskers since 
they only signed one in 2008. Look for the 
staff to also add more depth to the second- 


ary, at linebacker and in the interior of the 
offensive line. 


THE SLEEPER 


Pos. Stars Ht. Wt. Hometown School 


Courtney Oshome ATH OOO 6-2 170 Garland, TX South Garland 
Chose Nebraska over UNLV. 


Steven Osbome WR OOO 6-4 182 Garland, 1X South Garland 
Had 38 catches for 601 yards and 10 touchdowns as a senior. 


Kyler Reed AH OOO 6-3 204 Overland Park, KS St Thomas Aquinas 
Rated as the No. 8 overall prospect in Kansas by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation's 
No. 68 athlete. 


dustin Rogers RB OOO 5-11 180 Birmingham, AL Vestavia Hills 
Rated as the No. 30 overall prospect in Alabama by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 42 running back. 


PJ. Smith BB ooo 6-2 205 River Ridge, LA John Curtis 
Rated as the No. 15 overall prospect in Louisiana by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 45 safety. 


Kody Spano B ooo 6-2 202 Stephenville, TX 
Rated as the No. 47 overall prospect in Texas by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 9 dual-threat quarterback. 


Baker Steinkuhlee OL OGOOOO 66 290 Lincoln, NE Lincoln Southwest 
Rivals100 selection...Rated as the No. 1 prospect in Nebraska by Rivals.com...Rated 
as the nation’s No, 2 offensive tackle... Parade All-American. 


Brandon Thompson OL OOO 6-6 280 The Woodlands, TX The Woodlands 
Rated as the nation’s No. 80 offensive tackle by Rivals.com. 


Quentin Toailoa Tt ooo 6-5 275 Redlands, CA East Valley 
Rated as the nation's No. 74 defensive tackle by Rivals.com. 


Mason Wald DB OO 5-11 195 Birmingham, AL Vestavia Hills 
Chose Nebraska over Samford. 


Lester Ward RB OO 6-3 186 Brenham, TX Brenham 
Selected Nebraska over Baylor. 


Alonzo Whaley Bb Oooo 6-0 213 Madisonville, TX Madisonville 
Rated as the No. 88 overall prospect in Texas by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 61 outside linebacker. 


David Whitmore BB OOOSG 6-2 190 Port Arthur, TX Port Arthur Memorial 
Rated as the No. 41 overall prospect in Texas by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 21 cornerback...Father played six years in the NFL. 


dosh Williams DE ooo 6-4 Denton, TX 
Rated as the No. 48 overall prospect in Texas by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 12 weakside defensive end. 
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PIERRE ALLEN 

PRINCE AMUKAMARA 
LARRY ASANTE 
SHUKREE BARFIELD 
CRUZ BARRETT 
JUSTIN BAUMGARTNER 
DENNIS BERGLAND 
ANTHONY BLUE 

CHRIS BROOKS 
JAIVORIO BURKES 


Hr. 


HomeTown 


Denver, CO 
Glendale, AZ 
Alexandria, VA 
Camden, NJ 
Daytona Beach, FL 
Cheyenne, WY 
Plattsmouth 

Cedar Hill, TX 

St. Louis, MO 
Phoenix, AZ 


No. NAME 


ZAC LEE 

TYLER LEGATE 

BEN LESTER 

LUKE LINGENFELTER 
MARLON LUCKY 
JUSTIN MAKOVICKA 
BEN MARTIN 

JAY MARTIN 

MIKE MASIN 
MATTHEW MAY 


WES CAMMACK 


DeWitt 


MIKE CAPUTO 


Omaha 


MIKE MCNEILL 
MARCUS MENDOZA 


AUSTIN CASSIDY 
QUENTIN CASTILLE 
NICK COVEY 
JARED CRICK 
MAJOR CULBERT 
BEAU DAVIS 
PHILLIP DILLARD 
KEVIN DIXON 
MATT DONAHUE 
JIM EBKE 

TAYLOR ESCAMILLA 


Lincoln 

La Porte, TX 
Glendale, AZ 
Cozad 

Harbor City, CA 
Venice, CA 
Tulsa, OK 
Sebring, FL 
Fremont 


Lincoln 


KYLE MOORE 
TERRENCE MOORE 
ARMANDO MURILLO 
LYDON MURTHA 
MATT O'HANLON 
TJ. O'LEARY 

NILES PAUL 

TODD PETERSON 
ZACH POTTER 
XAVIER RUCKER 


Fremont 


JONATHON SANTIN 


TYRONE FAHIE 
RYAN FORD 

JOE GANZ 

AARON GILLASPIE 
CURENSKI GILLEYLEN 
CODY GLENN 
THOMAS GROVE 
ERIC HAGG 

DAVID HARVEY 
MIKE HAYS 

ROY HELV, JR. 
ALEX HENERY 
WILL HENRY 
TYSON HETZER 
JACOB HICKMAN 
RYAN HILL 
MENELIK HOLT 
MIKE HUFF 

CORY ISKE 

SETH JENSEN 
AUSTIN JONES 
D.J. JONES 
MARCEL JONES 
COLTON KOEHLER 
ADI IC 
BLAKE LAWRENCE 
THOMAS LAWSON 


Stats 


Individual 


Name 


Tackles: S. 0 
Interception 


Virginia Beach, VA 


JEFF SAYRE 


Winfield, AL 
Palos Heights, IL 


CLAYTON SIEVERS 
MATT SLAUSON 


Littleton, CO 
Leander, TX 
Rusk, TX 
Arlington 
Peoria, AZ 
La Plata, MD 
Papillion 
Danville, CA 


MIKE SMITH 
KODY SPANO 
AUSTIN STAFFORD 
TY STEINKUHLER 
NDAMUKONG SUH 
SHAWN SULLIVAN 
NATE SWIFT 

BEN TASA 


Omaha 


HUNTER TEAFATILLER 


El Paso, TX 


RICKEY THENARSE 


Redding, CA 


KEVIN THOMSEN 


Bakersfield, CA 


LANCE THORELL 


Arvada, 00 

San Diego, CA 
Ralston 

Omaha 

Fort Morgan, CO 
Centennial, CO 
Omaha 
Phoenix, AZ 
Harvard 

Fort Worth, TX 
Shawnee Mission, KS 


Parker, 00 


Effic Cmp 


DAN TITCHENER 
BARRY TURNER 
LATRAVIS WASHINGTON 
ADAM WATSON 

37 _ JAKE WESCH 

22 ANTHONY WEST 
KEITH WILLIAMS 
KENNY WILSON 
PATRICK WITT 
TYLER WORTMAN 
WILLIAM YANCY 
DREU YOUNG 


Al oresook 


Hometown ee Nebraska's past with its present 
San Francisco, CA provided coach Bo Pelini with an immediate 

Neligh challenge after taking over the Huskers. 
Tecumseh Many former players felt the previous regime 
Plainview had made them feel less than welcome. Pelini 
North Hollywood, CA went to work to rebuild bridges with the ex- 
Ulysses Huskers, and more than 250 former players 

Lincoln showed up for the spring game. 

Waverly “Tt was such a great turnout,” Pelini said. 
Lincoln “I think the special thing is that they under- 
inperill stand that they're always welcome here. We want 


them around our program. They're the ones who 
Houston, TX helped to build this place into what it is today. 

Bkhorn “They're passionate about it, and we appreci- 
ate their support. We hope to see them around 
very often.” 

For some of the ex-Huskers, the trip to Lincoln 
for the spring game was their first since they had 
ended their careers. 

“This is a fresh start,” said Mike Brown, 
a safety with the Chicago Bears. “It seems like 
everything is new again. Everyone really feels 
good about what's going on here again.” 

© One of the pressing questions facing Nebraska's 
offense is who will step up to be Joe Ganz’s go-to 
receiver. Nate Swift and Todd Peterson have the 
experience but after that, the picture is murky. 

Curenski Gilleylen provided one of the 
spring-game highlights when he caught a 77-yard 
touchdown pass from Ganz. Gilleylen, a redshirt 
freshman, once ran the 100 meters in 10.2 sec- 
onds in high school. 

He joins Menelik Holt, Chris Brooks and 
Niles Paul as possible replacements in the rota- 
tion that lost Maurice Purify, Terrence Nunn and 
Frantz Hardy. That trio combined for 281 career 
receptions and 34 touchdowns. 

Holt, Brooks, Paul and Gilleylen combined for 
six catches in 2007. 

© Tyler Wortman didn’t play a down in his 
first three years in the program. Then he saw 
limited action as a backup linebacker last sea- 
son, making nine tackles. 

The fifth-year senior appears destined for much 
more playing time. Wortman emerged from spring 
practice as the No. 1 strongside linebacker and is, 
for now, the backup at middle linebacker. 

“We've thrown a lot at the guy but, shoot, he’s 
a lot smarter than I am,” Nebraska linebackers 
coach Mike Ekeler said. 

Wortman, an engineering major, has a 3.98 
grade-point average. 


Kirkwood, MO 


New Orleans, LA 
Tampa, FL 
Hutchinson, MN 
Bellevue 

Omaha 

Omaha 

Grand Island 
Omaha 
Minneapolis, MN 
Fullerton 
Barrington, IL 
Elkhorn 
Colorado Springs, CO 
Las Vegas, NV 
Stephenville, TX 
Hayward, CA 
Lincoln 
Portland, OR 
Brenham, TX 
Hutchinson, MN 
Humphrey 
Kingsburg, CA 
Los Angeles, CA 
Elkhom 

Loomis 
Cheyenne, WY 
Antioch, TN 
Bradenton, FL 
Lincoln 

North Bend 

San Diego, CA 
Florissant, MO 
Liberal, KS 
Wylie, TX 

Grand Island 
Glendale, AZ 
Cozad 


(5-7, 2-6) 


‘ NEVADA 52-10 


w 
Ww 
L 


U 31-49 


@ Ball State 41-40 


 q@ lowa State 35-17 | 
L 


- > 


— «« : at Missouri ~—— 6-41 5 
i L Oklahoma State 14-45 


@ Texas A&M 14-36 
L 


ho RS 7 . 


at Texas 25-28 


at Kansas 39-76 
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lily 


Lydon Murtha 


we're not there yet.” 

The Huskers have six starters return- 
ing, including all four linemen. That’s a 
good-news, bad-news scenario. Defensive 
ends Zach Potter and Barry Turner, and 
tackles Ty Steinkuhler and Ndamukong 
Suh, were pushed around with regularity 


last season as teams chewed through the 


Huskers for an average of 232.2 rushing 
yards per game. 

The other two returning starters are 
cornerback Armando Murillo and safety 
Larry Asante. 

There is a hole in the middle as the 
Huskers lost their four top linebackers 
— starters Bo Ruud, Corey McKeon and 
Steve Octavien, plus top reserve Lance 
Brandenburgh. 

Phillip Dillard is the only linebacker 
with starting experience. The Huskers 
are so thin that Cody Glenn shifted from 
running back and emerged as a top candi- 
date for a starting spot. The Huskers also 
are counting on immediate contributions 
at the position from several newcomers, 
including freshman Will Compton. 

In Pelini’s one season as Nebraska's de- 
fensive coordinator, the Huskers produced 
47 turnovers, including a school-record 
32 interceptions. Last season, Nebraska 


generated just 11 turnovers. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


The Huskers’ kicking game is solid 
with the return of sophomores Alex Hen- 
ery and Adi Kunalic, and senior Dan 
Titchener. Henery became the first kicker 
in school history to convert all of his at- 
tempts — he made all 45 of his conver- 
sions and was eight of eight on field-goal 
attempts. 

Kunalic led the nation in touchback 
percentage on kickoffs. Titchener has 
had 42 punts downed inside the 20-yard 
line the past two seasons and has ranked 


among the Big 12 leaders in net punting. 


Nebraska's Winning Trend 1998-2007 


“BEST PReeinee 
1% BRIGH TES T 
MOST VALUABLE PLAYER 

) RB Marlon ‘Lucky. 
‘Flirted with tuming pro but 
-retums for what could be 
spectacular senior season. 
Enters the season as the Big 
12's top returning rusher 
after gaining 1,019 yards and) 
averaging 4.9 yards’ per carry 
last season. ... His 75 recep- 
tions were the most in the 
nation by a running back in 
2007. ... Finished fifth inthe 

i donfarence in all-purpose yardage, area 
1145. 2 yards per game. ... His all-purpose yardage 
‘total was best by a Husker ina decade, ... Earned 
“conference Player of the Week honors after open- 
ing 2007 season with 233-yard, thuee-touchdown 
performance against Nevada. ~ i 


“OB Joe Ganz jaf 

Responded with record- 
setting efforts after getting 
his chance to start when 
Sam Keller went down with 
“an injury. . .. Threw for 405 
‘yards in his: first ‘start against 
Kansas, school-record 510 
yards in rout of Kansas State 
and 484 yards against 
Colorado. ... Also established 
Nebraska acords for total 
offense (528 yards) and epuantatinie passes 
(seven) against Kansas State. ... Has ‘thrown 19 
touchdowns in 165 career passes, 


TOP NELUCOMER 


‘LB Will Compton >. 
_ Has potential to make 
‘instant impact as the 
Huskers are looking for con- 
tributors at linebackers. . 
The Bonne Terre, Mo., native 
recorded 107 tackles, includ- 
ing 16 for loss, as a senior at 
North County High School. 
.. Also rushed for 500 yards 
and accounted for 1,000 all- 
purpose yards and 14 touch- 
downs on offense. . .. Barned first team m All-State 
honors at linebacker as a senior and as a receiy- 
er as a junior. ... Ranked one of the top 40 ath- 
‘letes in the Habion! by Rivals. com. j 
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Player Profile 


Trying to Pick Up 
Where He Left Off 


Joe Ganz accomplished his spring mis- 
sion. 

After serving as Nebraska's backup quar- 
terback for almost three seasons, Ganz put 
together a record-smashing assault on the 
record books in the Huskers’ final three 
games in 2007. 

If his performance against Kansas, Kan- 
sas State and Colorado established him as 
the likely successor to Sam Keller, then his 
spring performance cemented his status 
as the Huskers starter entering the 2008 
season. 


“It’s pretty obvious Joe is the No. 1 quar- 
terback,” coach Bo Pelini said. “He’s a good 
football player, a tremendous leader. He's 
playing with a swagger and a confidence 
right now, and that's very important. 

“Our guys rally around him, they believe 
in him, and I think he’s going to have a 
heck of a year.” 

Ganz’s confidence in his abilities never 
wavered in spite of being viewed by others 
as no more than a serviceable backup. 

After redshirting as a freshman, Ganz 
served as Zac Taylor's backup in 2005 and 
2006. His chances of succeeding Taylor 
were quashed when Keller transferred from 
Arizona State. 

Ganz lost a hotly contested battle with 
Keller for the starting job last season but 
took over after Keller suffered a shoulder 
injury against Texas. 

Ganz went on a three-game binge 
against Kansas, Kansas State and Colorado 
in which he threw for 1,399 yards and 15 
touchdowns. Nebraska scored 163 points in 
that span. 

Ganz also has the mobility to keep de- 
fenses honest, rushing 20 times for 93 
yards in his limited action — and that in- 
cludes 27 lost yards on sacks. 

Entering spring practice as “the guy,” 
Ganz was intent on making sure he carried 
that tag into the offseason. 

“My main motivation is to not let any- 
one take the spot I have,” Ganz said. “I’ve 
worked too hard to let someone take this 
job from me.” 

Redshirt freshman Patrick Witt emerged 
from the spring as Ganz’s likely backup, al- 
though Pelini said junior college transfer 
Zac Lee remains in contention. 

“We've still got a long way to go,” Ganz 
said. “We just can’t let up at all. We can’t 
think that it’s over now, that we had a 
good spring and just relax. It’s my job to 
be the motivator in the locker room and 
get guys to keep working hard.” 


The loss of Cortney Grixby and Andre 
Jones leaves Nebraska searching for return 
men. 

Their departures leave Lucky as Ne- 
braska’s most experienced kick returner; 
he has 22 in his career, but just one last 
season. Nate Swift and Niles Paul also 
have limited experience, and the Huskers 
expect to audition several newcomers for 


the roles. 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


The Pelini era has a chance to get off 
to a successful start as Nebraska plays its 
first five games at home, including open- 
ing against Western Michigan, San Jose 
State and New Mexico State. A 3-0 start 
would be imperative to Nebraska's post- 
season hopes as the schedule then takes 
a challenging turn. 

Virginia Tech and Missouri will visit 
Lincoln on back-to-back weeks before 
the Huskers hit the road for a game at 
Texas Tech. Nebraska will play three 
of its first five conference games on 
the road, including a Nov. 1 trip to 
Oklahoma. 


— Steve Pivovar 


SCHEDULE 


"Aug. 30 WESTERN MICHIGAN 
Sept. 6 SAN JOSE STATE — 
Sept. 13. NEW MEXICO STATE ~ 

“Sept.27  —*-VIRGINIA TECH © 

“Oct.4 ~~ MISSOURI 
Oct. 18 at Iowa State © 

“oct.25 BAYLOR 

Nov. 15 — at Kansas State 

“Nov.28 == COLORADO 
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Ry Natalie Meisie 


Oe 


BATE: Joe Glenn — At Wyoming: 26-33, 5 years; 
overall: 184-92-1, 23 years 
~BFFENSHE COURDINATOR: 


Bob Cole 
‘DEFENSE COORDINATOR: Mike Breske 
‘(WEST EEAGEE THE: 1993, WAC co-champs 
UASTBOWE: 2004, Las Vegas 
‘HETORMING STARTERS: 15; 8 offense, 7 defense 
SPURYERS WO \WANDR: RB Devin Moore, DT John 
Fletcher, LB Ward Dobbs, DE Mitch Unrein 
Wyoming has its best running 
game in years with more of a blocking-back emphasis. 
There are several standouts along the defensive front. 
New enthusiasm brought by offensive coordinator 
Bob Cole. 
(POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Questions linger on the effec- 
tiveness of the quarterback and passing game. The 
kicking game needs help in a hurry. 


(OFFENSE 


No staff change in the Mountain West, outside 


of Colorado State’s complete shakeup, will have played last year, but Wyoming had enough veterans Dax Crum 6-4 2350. 

a bigger impact this season than the hiring of © $iv¢ him a redshirt year. He had no trouble win- ‘RB Devin Moore* 5-10 -191 Sr. 
teat sea : 2 ning the starting job in the spring. ___Wynel Seldon _ 6-029" _Sr. 
Wyoming offensive coordinator Bob Cole. oie 7 Ka 

The offense hadn’t done the job in two of the The top advance billing among upperclassmen ee reas h: 4 zy ae a 

: ____Josh Biezuns : 246 Fr. 

past three years when late-season collapses doomed ae to John dmigesy, O oe eas eo — i ? WR Chris Johnson 510 175 Sr. 
promising starts. Despite his seven seasons with Bill CREE RARE OOS SUR AIE cS TOPUy = Wateal Sisk : Donate Morgan 5-11 185 dr. 
Cockhill, Joe Glenn let the coordinator go immedi- after his 10.5 sacks ranked llth nationally. Another WR Brandon Stewart Sit 185 Fr 

presence in the 3-4 front is end Mitch Unrein. Seen LS 62. 200 Sr 


ately after a season in which the Cowboys finished 


last in the MWC in total offense (322.8) Senior linebacker Ward Dobbs takes over TE Jesson Salyards* 65.5 1236) dn 

ae oe er he senior leadership role for the defense. Joe Evers 6-5 250 __ So. 
Wyoming’s woes extended to a key statistical P . ————— —— 
category. The Cowboys trailed the MWC in turn- Half the secondary is new with cornerbacks a ene se ‘ oe 4 rea 


over margin (minus-1 per game), giving away the 


LG Sam St . 6-4 297 So. 
ball 31 times last season. 6 age 6-6 327 __ dr. 
Enter Cole and an emphasis on returning to SPECIAL TERMS ; © Tim Bond* 6-4 300 Sr. 
a strong running game and simplifying the playbook This is the biggest queson mark on the team, Travis Hillen 65 271 Fr. 
for the quarterbacks. The setlior running back tan- which has a solid history of kickers and punters. RG Russ Arnold* Gay wSO Ir 
dem of Devin Moore and Wynel Seldon combined Billy Vinnedge handled both chores and Jack Tennant 6-4 310 __So. 
for 1,519 yards and 13 TDs. Cole emphasized was rewarded with an NFL free agent contract. RT Kyle Howard* 6-7 312, Sr. 
a fullback/H-back blocking scheme in the spring Freshman Austin McCoy will compete for the kick- ~ Clayton Kirven 6-6 on Fre 
. ‘ . A fs ‘ ot) 
There’s no apparent deep threat among the "8 job with Jake Scott. Nick Landess took the edge a Ue 


receiving corps, but the deep passing game has 
been chucked for quicker throws and shorter 
routes that the staff hopes will lead to a reduction 
in interceptions. 

After struggling at times last season, quarterback 
Karsten Sween had to fight for his job in spring ball. 
Glenn couldn’t name a starter at the end of April. 


He brought in junior college transfer Dax Crum, If the Cowboys can clean up the turnover woes Be LSedemiie sy ve 
“i : +h Ab f recent years, they have a ch ob ful. Brian’Hendricks Ge 22 _Fr. 
who originally signed with Arizona State. ot years, Uy nee te Ue sucess Samana SPT AeaE 
Senior Ian Hetrick, who played well in the It’s a transition year for the offense with a running- Seas a mee as 
' ? . . i z: 1 = ae 
spring of 2007 but never could wrest away the dominated game plan. Meanwhile, the defense has 1B Ward Dobbs* 6-0 230. Sr. 
starting job, remains in the mix. a chance to carry the team. Zeb Whipp 64. 336) an 
i> pine ees. 
____ Matt Barella 6-2 233 Or. 
: - cB Marcell Gipson 5-10 172 So. 
} G7, 2-6) Keith Lewis 5-11 190 So 
W_ VIRGINIA CB _T.9. Atwater 59 Ve Ir. 
WwW UTAH STATE __Tramaine Brown eerie “Shs 
Lat Boise State FS Quincy Rogers* 6-1 211° Sr. 
Wat Ohio Bobcats Chris Prosinski 6-1 204 So 
W TCU SS Michael Ray* 6-1 210 Sr. 
L NEW MEXICO ‘Derrick McMahen 540 175 Sr. 
fo Sida awe Speviat Teams 
W UNLV sR 
moet +1 atSan Diego State a ae hl aioe 
Nov. 8 Tennessee © | at Utah K Jake Scott 5-8 158 Or. 
Nov. 13° ~—s ct L BYU P Nick Landess 63 197 So. 
lny 99. M1 ORADN STATE. : 
Nov.22  COLORADOSTATE 1 at Colorado State x wig Seoterstaad ) 
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figoming 


“T thought we had Karsten and Dax separated 
a little, and who had the best scrimmage? Hetrick,” 
Glenn said. 

Sween was leading going into the final spring 
weekend until missing a scoring opportunity. Of 
Crum, Glenn said, “he’s a little bit of a wild child, 
but he makes big plays.” 

Glenn and Cole will be happy with the one who 
best manages the running game and avoids mistakes 
when throwing the ball. 


DEFENSE 

Wyoming has some stars returning up front, but 
redshirt freshman inside linebacker Gabe Knapton 
could become the most decorated player on the 
squad by the time he’s done in Laramie. 

The 6-3, 227-pound newcomer could have 


Marcell Gipson and T.J. Atwater. 


in the punting category. 

The return game is in solid shape with Devin 
Moore handling the kick return responsibility and 
redshirt freshman Brandon Steward available for 
punt returns. 


OVERVEW 


6-2) ~ 222 Jr. 


226 


SISV ALLIS/H9S13M 330 Ad OLOHd 


Linoy’s Sports Annuats 159 


OKLAHOMA 


= 


- For more coverage of the Sooners, 


11-3 overall, 6-2 Big 12 (1st, South) 


Bob Stoops — At Oklahoma and overall: 
97-22, 9 years 


WR Juaquin Iglesias, OG Duke Robinson, 
DE Auston English, DT DeMarcus Granger, 
DT Gerald McCoy, SS Nic Harris : 


The Sooners are loaded offensively. The 
line returns intact and boasts five senior 
starters. Sam Bradford and DeMarco — 


and Jermaine Gresham is almost indefen- 
sible with his blend of size and speed. The 
deep and versatile defensive line should 
be among the best in the nation. 


POTENTIAL PRTG 


OU will be breaking in two new corner- 
backs — Brian Jackson and Dominique 
Franks, They looked strong during spring 
drills, but they have big shoes to fill. _ 
They will have to learn on the fly against 
several pass-first offenses in the Big 12. 


WR Malcolm Kelly, LB Curtis Lofton, 
CB Reggie Smith, CB Marcus Walker, 
SS D.J. Wolfe 


If outside linebacker Keenan Clayton con- 
tinues to play like he did in the spring 
and middle linebacker Ryan Reynolds can © 
stay healthy, the Sooners should have 
enough defense to win an unprecedented 
third consecutive Big 12 title and com- — 
pete for another national championship. 
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Murray are rising stars in the backfield, — 


Bradford, Dine give OU Shot at Big 12 Three-peat 


klahoma had tremendous momen- 

tum following its 38-17 shellacking 
of No. 1-ranked Missouri in last year’s Big 
12 championship game. 

Then, it was nothing but bad news. 

The Sooners lost four starters to ei- 
ther injury or suspension before being 
thumped by West Virginia 48-28 in the 
Fiesta Bowl, running OU’s BCS bowl los- 
ing streak to four. 

Not long after that, wide receiver Mal- 
colm Kelly, cornerback Reggie Smith and 
middle linebacker Curtis Lofton (the Big 
12 Defensive Player of the Year) decided 
to skip their senior seasons to enter the 
NEL Draft. 

But despite losing those three key play- 
ers, OU has plenty of firepower returning 
on offense and has a defensive line that 
figures to be dominant — both reasons 
why the Sooners should be optimistic that 
all things are possible in 2008. 

“T say this all the time, I have never seen 
one year tied to the other,” said coach Bob 
Stoops, insisting that the Fiesta Bowl loss 
is behind his club. 

“We've won the national championship 
before, and it didn’t have anything to do 
with the next year. We've lost it, and it didn’t 
have anything to do with the next year. It’s 
a different team, different players.” 

One of the primary reasons for excite- 
ment in Norman is that the Sooners won't 
be breaking in a new quarterback for the first 
time since Jason White was under center. 
Bradford 


back to run the offense after leading the 


Sophomore Sam comes 


nation in passing efficiency as a redshirt 


freshman. 


Thanks in part to Bradford’s return, 
offensive coordinator Kevin Wilson was 
able to install a no-huddle offense during 
the spring. 

The hope is the no-huddle will not only 
give the offense more scoring opportuni- 
ties, but give the defense much-needed 
practice against the scheme, which likely 
will be used by more than half the teams 
in the Big 12 this season. 

“The defensive coaches thought it 
would be good,” Wilson said. “Going no- 
huddle is nice, but you better be able to 
block and take care of the ball. We won't 
go to it if we don’t think it’s going to be 
a good thing.” 

But the strength of this team could be 
the defensive line, where all four starters 
are back including reigning Big 12 sack 
champion Auston English. 

If the back seven comes through, OU 
could have an opportunity at ending its 
BCS bowl woes in the national champi- 


onship game. 


OFFENSE 


Sam Bradford is coming off one of the 
best seasons ever for a rookie quarterback, 
setting an NCAA freshman record with 36 
touchdown passes and leading the nation 
in passing efficiency. Bradford boosted his 
accuracy by having consecutive comple- 
tion streaks of 22 and 18 passes. 

He has a bevy of weapons at his dis- 
posal, highlighted by leading receiver and 
three-year starter Juaquin Iglesias. Also 
returning is three-year slot receiver Man- 
uel Johnson and shifty playmaker Ryan 
Broyles, who turned heads in the spring 
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Sam Bradford Prote by Jo 


Photo by: John Williamson 


before suffering a broken collarbone. 


The Sooners will be counting on senior 
Quentin Chaney to finally live up to his 
billing in place of Malcolm Kelly. Chaney 
had four catches for 129 yards and a 
touchdown in the Fiesta Bowl in place of 
an injured Kelly. 

Perhaps the most dangerous weap- 
on in the passing attack will be 6-6, 
264-pound tight end Jermaine Gresh- 
am. With his blend of size and speed, 
Gresham is almost impossible to defend 
with either a linebacker or a defensive 
back, which was evident by his four- 
touchdown game against Texas A&M 
last year. 

He and backup Brody Eldridge, who 
was named the All-Big 12 fullback last 
year, should form one of the best tight 
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Scouting Report: Offense 


2007 stats: 190.7 ypy rushing (4th in Big 12/30th in NCAA), 258.2 ypy passing (7th/36th), 448.9 ypg total offense (7th/19th), 42.3 ppg (2nd/Sth) 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
QB Sam Bradford* So. _ Set NCAA freshman record for TD passes with 36. Joey Halzle, Sr. 
RB___DeMarco Murray So. __ Home-run threat to score with every carry. Chris Brown, Jr. 

WR Juaquin Iglesias* Sr. Leading receiver had 68 catches, 907 yards. Brandon Caleb, Jr. 


WR Quentin Chaney Sr. __ Caught four passes and a TD in the Fiesta Bowl. Adron Tennell, Jr. 
WR Manuel Johnson* Sr. __ Three-year starter in the slot averaged 14.5 ype. Ryan Broyles, Fr. 
TE Jermaine Gresham* Jr. Big playmaker had four TDs vs. Texas A&M. Brody Eldridge, Jr. 
LT Phil Loadholt* Sr. The 6-8, 350-pounder is attractive to NFL scouts. Cory Brandon, So. 
LG Duke Robinson* Sr. Was a consensus All-American last year. Kody Cooke, Fr. 

C _Jon Cooper* Sr. Three-year starter not big, but solid in the middle. Jason Hannan, Fr. 
RG Brandon Walker* Sr. Bob Stoops calls him the team’s best blocker. Brian Simmons, Jr. 


RT _Branndon Braxton* St.___ Will probably spilt starts with backup Williams. Trent Williams, Jr. 


“Returning Starter 


Scouting Report: Defense 


2007 stats: 110.3 ypy rushing (3rd in Big 12/17th in NCAA), 228.1 passing (3rd/SSth), 338.4 total defense (2nd/26th), 20.3 ppg (2nd/18th) 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
DE ___Auston English” Jr Led Big 12 with 9.5 sacks despite missing three games. Frank Alexander, Fr. 
DT —_DeMarcus Granger* Jr. Coming back from Fiesta Bow! suspension. Cory Bennett, Sr. 

DT Gerald McCoy” So. Freshman All-American continues to improve. Adrian Taylor, So. 
DE _ Jeremy Beal” So. Had two tackles for loss and a sack in Big 12 title game. John Williams, Sr. 
LB _ Keenan Clayton Jr. Converted to LB from safety last season. JR. Bryant, Jr. 

LB Ryan Reynolds* Jr. Moves to middle from the weak side. Mike Balogun, Jr. 

LB Austin Box Fr. Talented freshman likely to split time with Lewis. Travis Lewis, Fr. 

CB Brian Jackson Jr. __Had one of the best springs of any Sooner. Jamell Fleming, Fr. 


CB __ Dominique Franks So. __ Had three interceptions in the Red-White game. Jonathan Nelson, So. 


SS __ Nic Harris* Sr. 
FS __Lendy Holmes* 


*Returning Starter 


end combos in the nation. 

DeMarco Murray and Chris Brown 
give the Sooners their version of thunder 
and lightning at running back. 

Murray, always a threat to go the distance, 
is an electric runner with breakaway speed. 
Brown proved last year he’s more than just a 
short-yardage specialist, coming up with an 
impressive three-touchdown performance 
in a home win over Missouri. 

The Sooners also have the rare luxury 
of bringing back all five starters on the 
offensive line, all seniors. Lindy’ rates the 
line the nation’s best. 

Duke Robinson anchors the front after 
earning consensus All-American honors. 
Tackles Phil Loadholr and Branndon 
Braxton, guard Brandon Walker and cen- 


ter Jon Cooper return as well. 


Missed the spring recovering from shoulder surgery. _ Sam Proctor, Fr. 
Sr.___ Versatile player can slide to CB if needed. 


David Sims, Jr. 


DEFENSE 

Junior defensive end Auston English 
comes back after leading the Big 12 with 9.5 
sacks last season, despite missing three games 
late in the year with a fractured ankle. 

English will team up with sophomore 
end Jeremy Beal, who was marvelous in the 
Big 12 championship victory over Missouri, 
to provide a terrific pass-rushing duo. 

But the strength of the defense lies at 
defensive tackle with run-stuffers DeMar- 
cus Granger and Gerald McCoy plugging 
the middle. That starting four forms one 
of the nation’s best defensive lines. 

They'll need to dominate early while the 
defense adjusts to replacing both starting 
cornerbacks, though perhaps that learning 
curve wont be as steep as first thought. 

Sophomore Dominique Franks and ju- 
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SOONERS RECRUITING 2008 


Jermie Calhoun, RB 

The top-rated running back in Texas was the prize of the Sooners’ 
recruiting class, Calhoun and fellow East Texan Justin Johnson could 
make the best one-two backfield punch in the league for several 
years. 


R.J. Washington, DE 

Bob Stoops loves for his defense to put pressure on quarterbacks, 
and that is Washington's specialty. Washington finished his high 
school career with more than 30 sacks. 


Jameel Owens, WR 

With Malcolm Kelly gone to the NFL, the Sooners will look to incom- 
ing freshmen for depth at the position. Owens, a talented in-state 
product, Is the likely favorite of the new recruits to earn early playing 
time. 


3 NEWCOMERS OF IMP ACT 


Pos. Stars Ht. Wt. Hometown School 


Mike Balogun Bb ooo 6-2 250 Scranton, PA Lachawanna C.C. 
Rated as the No. 95 junior college prospect in America by Rivals.com. 


AR. Bryant B ooOo°o 6-3 228 Garden City, KS Garden City ¢.C. 
Rated as the No. 34 junior college prospect in America by Rivals.com. 


Jermie Calhoun RB O©CCoeO 60 210 Van, Van 
Rivals100 selection...Rated as the No. 2 prospect in Texas...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 2 running back... Parade All-American. 


Daniel Franklin Bb OOO 6-2 210 MIL Alry, GA Habersham Central 
Rated as the No. 27 overall prospect In Georgia by Rivals.com. ..Rated as the nation’s 
No. 24 inside linebacker. 


Stephen Good 0 OG8OOO 646 300 Paris, IX Paris 
Rivals100 selection...Rated as the No. 3 prospect in Texas...Rated as the nation's 
No. 7 offensive tackle. 


} 
Ben Habem OL piredd 6-3 270 Argyle, TX Liberty Christian School 
Rivals250 selection...Rated as the No. 22 prospect in Texas...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 3 center... Parade All-American, 


James Hanna TE 90000 6-5 216 Flower Mound, TX Flower Mound 
Rivals250 selection...Rated as the No. 32 prospect in Texas...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 11 tight end. 


Lamar Haris MH OOOO 6-2 179 Gilmer, TX Gilmer 
Rated as the No. 35 overall prospect in Texas by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 26 athlete. 


Joseph thiloye 1B Oooo 6-2 195 Garland, TX South Garland 
Rivals100 selection...Rated as the No. 13 prospect in Texas...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 4 safety. 


Josh Jarboe WR OOOO 6-3 195 Ellenwood, GA Cedar Grove 
Rivals100 selection...Rated as the No. 5 prospect in Georgia...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 10 wide receiver. 


Justin Johnson eo ) 6-1 210 Gilmer, TX Gilmer 
Rivals250 selection...Rated as the No. 17 prospect in Texas...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 14 outside linebacker. 
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THE SLEEPER 


Casey Walker, OT 

Walker played alongside blue-chip 

defensive end Chancey Aghayere : 

(an LSU signee) at Garland (Texas) (cal Et BIG 12:1 

High the past two years. Even though 

he’s more blue-collar than blue-chip, 2 009 NEEDS 

Walker was the more productive ofthe Receivers, linebackers and defensive ends 

two. will be the biggest focus for OU's coaching 
staff during recruiting. The receiver spot 
becomes particularly interesting with the 
uncertainty surrounding 2008. 


Pos. Stars Ht. Wt. Hometown 


Landry Jones B® oo00 6-4 224 Artesia, NM Artesia 
Rivals250 selection...Rated as the No. 1 prospect in New Mexico...Rated as the 
nation’s No. 6 pro-style quarterback... Parade All-American. 


David King DE ©OOO — 65 238 Houston, TX Strake Jesult 
Rated as the No. 36 overall prospect in Texas by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 16 strongside defensive end. 


Stacey McGee IT ©O9OO — 6&5 255 Muskogee, OK Muskogee 
Rivals100 selection...Rated as the No. 2 prospect in Oklahoma...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 8 defensive tackle. 


Dejuan Miller WR OOOO 6-6 207 Metuchen, NJ Metuchen 
Rivals250 selection...Rated as the No. 6 prospect in New Jersey,..Rated as the 
nation’s No. 32 wide receiver. 


Britt Mitchell ol ooo 6-8 315 Roscoe, TX 
Rated as the nation’s No. 68 offensive tackle by Rivals.com. 


Jameel Owens WR OOOO 6-3 210 Muskogee, OK Muskogee 
Rivals100 selection...Rated as the No. 1 prospect in Oklahoma. ..Rated as the nation’s 
No. 8 wide receiver... Parade All-American. 


David Sims BB OOO 5-11 200 Oroville, CA 
Rated as the No. 60 junior college prospect in America by Rivals.com. 


Casey Walker Tt ooo 6-2 303 Garland, TX Garland 
Rated as the No. 95 overall prospect in Texas by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 56 defensive tackle. 


RJ. Washington DE OGOOO G63 245 Keller, X Fossil Ridge 
Rivals100 selection...Rated as the No. 1 prospect in Texas...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 1 weakside defensive end... Parade All-American. 


Tress Way kK oo 6-2 190 Tulsa, OK Union 
Rated as the No. 17 overall prospect in Oklahoma by Rivals.com...Rated as the 
nation’s No. 17 kicker. 
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 Ciass'-Hr- Wr. Homegrown’ No. NAHE » Chass Hr. Wr. he injury bug bit the Sooners so hard during 
FRANK ALEXANDER of Baton Rouge, LA BRIAN JACKSON 6-1 1: De Soto. TK the spring, not even defensive coordinator 
RYAN ALLGOOD : : Grove DESMOND JACKSON Seguin, TX Brent Venables was spared. 's ; 
DAVID ANDERSON z Lawton JOSH JARBOE Decatur, GA Venables tore a ligament in his knee just a 
MIKE BALOGUN : Upper Marlboro, MD TOLA JIMOH Tula couple of days before Oklahoma's first open 
JEREMY BEAL i Carrollton, TX JUSTIN JOHNSON Gilmer, TX scnmmage. 
CORY BENNETT - San Antonio, TX KYLE JOHNSON Konawa He was far from alone. ‘ 
BRETT BOWERS MANUEL JOHNSON Gilmer, TX At one point during the spring, the Sooners 
AUSTIN BOX a 2B LANDRY JONES Artesia, WH were without as many as 13 key contributors 
SAM BRADFORD : Oklahoma City DAVID KING Houston, TX because of injury. 
CORY BRANDON 67 3 Corsicana, TK MIKE KNALL Scottsdale, AZ The good news? 
BRANNDON BRAXTON 5 Youngstown, OH TRAVIS LEWIS San Antonio, TZ Every injured player, and coach, is expected 
.C. BREAD ; Norman PHIL LOADHOLT Fountain, 0 to be healthy before practices begin in the fall. 
SHERDEILL BREATHETT ; Wichita, KS PRYCE MACON Corpus Cristi, TX Few schools were hit harder with early entry 
CHRIS BROWN Alexandria, LA OS MADD = to the NFL Draft. 
ZACH BROWN Hugo an RARE Worth Crowley, TK The Sooners are replacing wide receiver 
RYAN BROYLES 1 Norman Seis eer on : Oklahoma City Malcolm Kelly, second on the school’s all-time 
J.R. BRYANT 6- Jesup, GA Sap er thakogee list for career touchdowns; linebacker Curtis 
BUCK BUCHANAN Oklahoma City 5 esae este SCTE G3 262 SO CRanenbeg, TH Lofton, the Big 12 Defensive Player of the Year; 
JONTE BUMFUS : Muskogee seus ALE ge ee eau a and all-conference cornerback Reggie Smith. 
BRANDON CALEB R 6-1 191 i a a All three players were taken in the first three 
JERMIE CALHOUN 6- , Ben Wheeler, TX 2a eee rounds of the draft. 
co MOORE 2 Ir Mesquite, TX e . . so 
SS CORTENCAER A SI Se RR Sk. Lok Abe Quentin Chaney filled in for an injured Kelly 
QUINTON CARTER 6. Las Vegas, NV Sih nea = = during the Fiesta Bowl and was the offense’s 
QUENTIN CHANEY : ie most effective player, catching four passes for 
DEMARCO MURRAY Z Las Vegas, NV 
MATT CLAPP : PU Yee a 129 yards and a touchdown. 
RS ES Ca a Poy ee ky JONATHAN NELSON Mansfield, TX 5 . : . 
KEENAN CLAYTON : Sulphur Springs, TK —§< —<—————— Ryan Reynolds will slide over to middle line- 
ag Sa RN ee KEITH NICHOL 1 Lowell, MI . 
7 STEVEN COBB 2 Midland, TX . backer from the outside to replace Lofton. 
ee ee ee ee ee ee JOHN NIMMO z 7 Ponca City 
KODY COOKE : Enid RT Reynolds, who has been slowed by two knee 
7 JAMEEL OWENS z ui Muskogee . 4 
JON COOPER : t Fort Collins, CO surgeries the past two years, should benefit from 
a, Lic = Gl @al Ra ke ES Tee eee 43 MARLOE PRINCE ell 75 Tulsa ° A . 
A Ee aa ee ee lees a move to the middle, where his run-stopping 
ALAN DAVIS E_6- y Colleyville, T Scar aaa nyse = : a skills will be accentuated and where he won't be 
SEAN EDWARDS S156 Moree ak such a liability in pass defense. 


RYAN REYNOLDS 2 36 Las Vegas, NV 
DUKE ROBINSON z 4 Atlanta, GA 
LAMONT ROBINSON 6- Salem, NJ 
ADAM SCHNEBERGER “11 r Purcell 
DEREK SHAW js Sand Springs 


BRODY ELDRIDGE + La Cygne, KS 
AUSTON ENGLISH E . i Canadian, TX 
ELI FERGUSON - Moore 


The defensive backfield doesn’t appear to be 
missing a beat with Brian Jackson replacing 
Smith. After just one spring practice, Coach Bob 

JAMELL FLEMING Aslington, TA Stoops declared that “Jackson got his hands on 

DANIEL FRANKLIN . Mount Airy, GA more balls than maybe any corner we've had in 

DOMINIQUE FRANKS Tulsa 75 BRIAN SONS OS 2 a the past six or seven years.” 

STEPHEN GOOD 530 Patis, TK —— a ee * New wide receivers coach Jay Norvell is 

DI GOVE - Carrollton, TX 89 KOLBY SMITH TE 63 25h Sr Pender, NE back with Stoops, again. 

DEMARCUS GRANGER é- J BallaicsTK:  3PeIDORRLD STEERER Oh 26520 a = eset Bee Norvell, who was UCLA's offensive coordinator 

JERMAINE GRESHAM 5 J [Eng oe SE sk last season, replaces Kevin Sumlin, hired by 

BEN HABERN - gyn) STELLA Ae EP Pow Orla Ld Houston to be its head coach. 

JOEY HALZLE é- Huntington Beach, CA «86 _ADRIANTAYLOR _—DE__6-3_ 295 So Marsfield, TK This isn’t Norvell’s first stint as a Sooner. 

1.3, HAMILTON OE I es Norvell was OU’s wide receivers coach in 2002. 

JAMES HANNA : fois sand 1K, gh 2 UGA TRE Ee Er tee But he stayed only a month, opting to become 
54 JASON HANNAN OL__6-3 279 Fr____ Waxahachie, TX See. . Betacit, Mt the tight ends coach for the Oakland Raiders. 

LAMAR HARRIS : Gilmes, TH CASEY WALKER Dt 63265 Fr arta, TX This time, Norvell said he plans to stay in 

NIC HARRIS j Alexandria, EA _R. WASHINGTON DE 6-4 242 Fr____‘Fort Worth, TX_ Norman a little longer. 

36_ ARROW HAVES FB S32) 240 Ft EA “I broke my record already,” said Norvell, who 
35 1 MOCRARL BAS OB SR 1 So ltr Bh CARTER TSO WR 08 Smee played college football with Stoops at Iowa in 


1 LENDY HOLMES e193 Dallas, TX 78 ALEX WILLIAMS 5S Fr New Orleans, LA the early 1980s. “We had a big party.” 
RASHAD HUTCHINS \ “10 1 fi Houston, TX 98 JOHN WILLIAMS ° 61 Houston, TX 


JOSEPH IBILOYE 5 Garland, TX 71 TRENT WILLIAMS = Longview, TX 
JUAQUIN IGLESIAS 1 Killeen, TX 4 COREY WILSON R +1 Carrollton, TX 
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nior Brian Jackson had excellent springs 
to cushion the blow at cornerback. Their 
play will be crucial in a league loaded with 
spread offenses. 

Veteran senior safeties Nic Harris and 
Lendy Holmes should help ease some of 
the transition at corner. 


At linebacker, the Sooners will have to com- 


pensate for the loss of Curtis Lofton, who led 
the team with 157 tackles. More than that, 
Lofton forced several critical turnovers that 
probably proved to be the difference in OU 
winning the Big 12 championship. 

That onus will be on junior Ryan Reyn- 
olds, who moves from the weak side to the 
middle in place of Lofton. Reynolds, who 
has had two knee surgeries in as many years, 
should benefit from finally being healthy. 

He'll have help from new strongside 
linebacker Keenan Clayton, the defensive 
MVP of the spring. Clayton was OU’s 
starting strong safety at the beginning of 
the 2006 season, but was quickly benched 
after poor tackling during the first couple 
of games. Clayton appears to have im- 
proved in that area. 

Talented redshirt freshmen Austin Box 
and Travis Lewis will rotate on the weak- 
side. Junior college transfers Mike Balo- 
gun and J.R. Bryant will also compete for 


playing time on the edge. 


SPECIAL TERMS 


The Sooners face the unenviable task of re- 
placing placekicker Garrett Hartley with two 
freshmen who have never seen the field. 

Jimmy Stevens will battle Tress Way for 
the job, though Stoops might choose to pla- 
toon this position. Stevens (5-5, 155) might 
be better equipped for shorter field goals, 
while Way has the bigger leg and could be 
used on long field goals and kickoffs. 

Mike Knall returns at punter after beat- 
ing out Michael Cohen midway through 
last season. Knall was third in the Big 12 


with a 43.7-yard punting average. 


Oklahoma's Winning Trend 1998-2007 


m™ BEST (= 
m BRIGHTEST 


MGST VALUABLE PLAYER 


QB Sam Bradford 

Not only did Bradford lead 
the nation in passing effi- 
ciency last season in his 
first year as a starter, he 
broke the NCAA single-sea- 
} son freshman record for 
touchdowns passes in a sea- 
son with 36. ... Bradford 
leads an offense that returns 
nine starters and was fifth 
in the nation in scoring last 
season (42.3 points per game). ... Had eight 
games with at least three touchdown passes. ... 
Was 42 of 60 for 475 yards, with four touch- 
downs and no interceptions, in two victories 
) over Missouri. 


EMERGING STAR 


RB DeMarco Murray 

In his first career game last 
season, Murray rushed for 
five touchdowns in a 79-10 
season-opening win over 
North Texas. Murray 
spurred OU to victory over 
Texas with a 63-yard touch- 
down nin to give the Sooners 
a seven-point lead they 
never relinquished. 
Averaged 6.0 yards per carry 
and rushed for 13 touchdowns before a dislo- 
cated kneecap at Texas Tech sidelined him for 
the final three games. ... Missed the spring 
rehabbing the injury, but is expected to be 100 
| percent by preseason practice. 


TOP NEWCOMER 


DE R.J. Washington 

Washington, the gem of 
Bob Stoops’ 2008 recruiting 
class, was rated the top 
defensive end prospect in 
the nation. He was a two- 
time All-State player for 
Fossil Ridge High School in 
Keller, Texas. ... Washington, 
who holds his high school’s 
records for career sacks and 
sacks in a game, will make 
an already strong position even stronger for the 
Sooners. 
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Keenan Clayton 
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A Second Chance 
At a New Position 


Heading into the 2006 season, Keenan 
Clayton, then a freshman, wowed his team- 
mates with his athleticism and propensity 
for delivering the big hit. 

Clayton was so impressive he beat out 
senior Jason Carter for the starting strong 
safety spot. 

His ascendancy, however, was short- 
lived. 

Two minutes into OU’s second game, 
Washington running back Kenny James ran 
right over Clayton on the way to a 54-yard 
touchdown. Clayton was benched, eventu- 
ally losing his starting job to Carter. 


Player Profile 


After standing on the sidelines last 
season, Clayton, now a junior, has finally 
made his way back into the starting lineup, 
this time at a new position — outside line- 
backer. 

Clayton doesn’t plan on surrendering his 
spot in the lineup this go-around. 

“It's a start for a new career because I’m 
at a new position,” he said. “I just want to 
go out there, have fun and play football.” 

During spring practice, Clayton per- 
formed like the player everybody thought 
he'd be two years ago. He registered a sack 
in the Red-White spring game while play- 
ing nearly every snap for both the first- 
and second-team defenses. 

“He's made really good progress and he 
looks comfortable out there,” coach Bob 
Stoops said. 

Clayton was expected to contribute as 
a reserve safety last season, but coordina- 
tor Brent Venables moved him to outside 
linebacker early in the season. That meant 
Clayton would spend all of last season 
learning a new position from the sidelines. 

“Keenan has hung in there,” Venables 
said. “He's kept an upbeat, positive at- 
titude and he understands now what he’s 
supposed to do.” 

Clayton’s development will be a huge 
key for a defense that is replacing its best 
player in middle linebacker Curtis Lofton, 
who skipped his senior year to enter the 
NFL Draft. 

With Ryan Reynolds shifting to the mid- 
dle in place of Lofton, the Sooners have 
almost no experience returning at outside 
linebacker. 

If Clayton can man the strongside, Ve- 
nables will be able to rotate talented red- 
shirt freshmen Austin Box and Travis Lewis 
on the weak side. 

That will also prevent OU from relying 
solely on junior college transfers Mike Ba- 
logun and J.R. Bryant. 

“I made a big jump from where I was to 
where I am now, but I still have a long way 
to go,” Clayton said. “I was kind of blind- 
sided by the switch, but Coach Venables 
knows what he’s doing. I feel real natural 
at linebacker.” 


Manuel Johnson, Ryan Broyles, Juaquin 
Iglesias, DeMarco Murray and Domi- 
nique Franks are expected to share time 
returning kicks. 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


There’s no monster game on the pre- 
conference schedule, but the Sooners’ trek 
outside of league play won't be a cakewalk. 

OU has home games against Cincinnati, 
which is coming off a 10-win season, and 
Texas Christian, which nearly knocked off 
Texas last year. OU also travels to Wash- 
ington, and Pac-10 sites haven't been kind 
to the Sooners in recent years. 

The Big 12 schedule shapes up nicely, 
with Missouri not on the slate. 

After the always-big showdown with 
Texas, the Sooners’ two toughest oppo- 
nents — Kansas and Texas Tech — come 
to Norman, where OU has been domi- 
nant in the past two years. 

Road trips to Texas A&M and Okla- 
homa State, who both traditionally play 
OU tough at home, could reveal wheth- 
er the Sooners are national-champion- 


ship material. 
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A Whole Lot of Green 
SADVANTAGE SAEs conan 


RENT A CAR® going 100% green. By 2010, with 
the help of our vehicle providers, 
we'll offer a completely fuel 
efficient fleet, consistent with our 
pledge to protect the environment 
with each and every rental. 


Green doesn’t just describe our 
commitment to the environment. 
It’s also part of our drive to 
provide better value. Whether you 
need a car, truck or SUV, you’re 
sure to find it for less than you’d 
expect. For best savings, always 
reserve using code 406054-FSC. 


800-777-5500 ¢ advantage.com 
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Offense Still Great ... 


A Oklahoma State, it’s all about the 
offense. 

Two years ago, the Cowboys were one 
of just four teams nationally to average 
more than 200 yards passing and 200 
yards rushing. Last year, OSU produced a 
perfect balance of 3,161 yards passing and 
3,161 yards rushing. 

But if the Cowboys are going to take 
that next step — if they’re ever going to 
do better than the back-to-back 7-6 cam- 
paigns they've recorded during their two 
years of dynamic offense — it will be up 
to the defense to make the jump. 

The Cowboys gained at least 432 yards 
in five games in 2007, but the defense 
gave up more. Despite huge offensive 
performances against Troy, Texas Tech, 
Kansas State, Texas and Kansas, in which 
OSU averaged 523 yards per game, the 
Cowboy defense was shredded for an av- 
erage of 585 yards. 

Three of those games turned into bit- 
ter defeats. Imagine how good Oklahoma 
State might have been in 2007 with a 
defense that played merely below average 
instead of atrocious. 

And this isn’t about just fixing what 
went wrong last year. Since 2002, OSU’s 
best ranking in total defense is 74th. 

In three seasons with former offensive 
coordinator Mike Gundy as head coach, 
O-State’s defense has been ranked 95th, 
89th and 101st a year ago under first-year 
coordinator Tim Beckman. 

“We're getting there,” Beckman said 
during the spring. 

One way Beckman and Gundy are try- 


Now, What About the D? 


ing to get there faster is by raiding junior 
college talent at a higher rate. 

Five new junior college defenders par- 
ticipated in spring practice, and a sixth 
will report in the fall. All are expected to 
compete for playing time, some in a start- 
ing role. 

There were positive signs in the spring. 
In the Orange-White Game, the first- 
team defense allowed 251 yards and 3.8 
yards per play. By comparison, the offense 
in the 2007 spring game averaged 6.8 
yards per play. 

“We're better on defense from a depth 
standpoint, from a maturity standpoint 
and we're more athletic than we have 
been,” Gundy said. “Our guys under- 
stand the system and are moving around 
better.” 

Said Beckman, “These guys have 
bought into the system and I’m proud 
of the way they are working and playing 
hard. We need to continue to work on the 
basics of football — staying in position, 
tackling and shedding blockers. Those 
things have to get better. That's the game 
of football. 

“T do see us doing things better than in 
the past, but we still need to have marked 


improvement.” 


OFFENSE 


No offense in the history of college 
football was more balanced than Oklaho- 
ma State in 2007. The Cowboys averaged 
243 yards per game on the ground and 
243 yards per game through the air. 

Credit that balance to ex-offensive 
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coordinator Larry Fedora’s no-huddle, 
Zone-Read spread attack, and the flour- 
ishing skills of dual-threat quarterback 
Zac Robinson. 

But while Robinson is back for his 
junior season, Fedora is gone, now head 
coach at Southern Mississippi. In Fe- 
dora’s place is a play-calling consortium 
of Gundy, wide receiver coach and co- 
offensive coordinator Gunter Brewer 
and new co-coordinator Trooper Taylor, 
who changes shades of orange by moving 
from Tennessee. 

Robinson set a school record for single- 
season total offense (3,671 yards) and 
single-game total offense (486) — despite 
not taking over the job until the third 
game of the season, replacing the now- 


transferred Bobby Reid. 


Scouting Report: Offense 


2007 stats: 


3.2 yng rushing (1st in Big 12/8th in NCAA), 243.2 ypg passing (9th/45th), 486.4 ypg total offense (8rd/7th), 34.6 ppg (7th/22nd) 


MENT Bh 
QB Zac Robinson* Jr. One of the most talented run-pass QBs inthe nation. Alex Cate, So. 
RB Kendall Hunter So. __ Played big as a backup, but can he be the man? Keith Toston, Jr. 


WR Dez Bryant* So. Great explosion and agility; still improving consistency. Jeremy Broadway, Jr. 


WR _ Damian Davis So. __Unproven (two catches in '07), but eager to learn. Josh Cooper, Fr. 

WR DeMarcus Conner Jr. Squadman who had a productive spring, Hubert Anyiam, Fr 

TE Brandon Pettigrew* Sr.___One of the nation’s best run-pass tight end prospects. Wilson Youman, Fr. 
UT___Russell Okung* Jr. Been a member of the starting lineup since ‘06. Trent Perkins, So. 

LG Michael Booker So. Hasn't played, so needs to come on fast. Jonathan Rush, Fr. 

C David Washington Sr.___ Former starter was lost to injury three games into ‘07. Andrew Lewis, Jr.” 
RG Steve Denning* Sr__ Started last nine games at RG after Washington's injury. Noah Franklin, Jr. 

‘RT Brady Bond* Jr. Missed time in.'06, but has started since frosh year. Andrew Mitchell, Jr. 


*Returning Starter 


Scouting Report: Defense 


2007 stats: 155.8 ypg rushing (8th in Big 12/56th in NCAA), 287.2 yng passing (12th/112th), 443.0 yng total defense (10th/101st), 29.5 ppg (8th/78th) 
0S COMMENT BACKUP eu 
DE Ugo Chinasa Sr.__Has ideal size (6-6, 250) but needs experience. Richetti Jones, Fr. 

DT _Jeray Chatham* Sr.___ After two years as backup, became steady starter in'07. Tonga Tea Jr., Sr. 
DT Quencey Patrick So. Played only a backup role last year (eight tackles), Shane Jarka, So. 
DE Derek Burton Jr__As top backup (two starts), made 3.5 sacks in '07. Jamie Blatnick, Fr. 
LB Andre Sexton* dr____Ex-freshman All-American poised for breakout year. _ Deron Fontenot, Fr. 


LB Orie Lemon ut. 


Good spring, but competition is strong here. 


Justin Gent, So. 


‘LB Patrick Lavine” Jr Leading returning tackler (81) and D's best leader. Seb Clements, Sr. 

CB Perrish Cox* J___The speedy Cox should be able to hold on to job. Terrance Anderson, Jr. 
CB Jacob Lacey* Sr.___ Three picks vs. Texas showed he's come of age. AlDarius Thompson, Jr 
SS Ricky Price* Sr.__ After switching from WR, ranked third with 78 tackles. TJ. Bell, Sr. 


FS Quinton Moore Sr. 
“Returning Starter 


Robinson, a junior, showed his savvy 
and toughness by rushing for 847 yards 
and nine touchdowns. But he isn’t your 
typical run-pass QB. He can actually pass. 
He ranked 12th nationally in passing ef- 
ficiency and torched Texas for a school- 
record 430 yards through the air. 

Four full-time starters are back on the 
line, along with talented tight end Bran- 
don Pettigrew. 

Kendall Hunter was nearly sensational 
as a freshman running back, gaining 833 
yards of total offense as a backup. Now 
the job is his, although at 5-8, 180, he’s 
probably not big enough to carry the load 
by himself. 

Junior Keith Toston (812 rushing yards 
in two seasons) can help if he can limit 
the fumbles. Watch out for junior college 


Sixth on team with 58 tackles despite just five starts. 


Lucien Antoine, Jr. 


transfer Beau Johnson, who had 288 yards 
and four touchdowns in the junior college 
title game. He picked up things quickly in 
the spring. 

With big-play wideout Adarius Bow- 
man gone, the Cowboys need another 
receiver to develop alongside Dez Bryant, 
who made 43 catches for 622 yards and 


six touchdowns as a freshman. 


DEFENSE 


Coordinator Tim Beckman’s first sea- 
son started with promise, but quickly 
became disjointed when his unit gave up 
562 yards to Troy in Week Three and 718 
yards to Texas Tech in Week Four. 

Things improved immediately after- 
ward, but the Cowboys later allowed 
more than 500 yards in three consecutive 
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COWBOYS RECRUITING 2008 


pes) Lucien Antoine, $ 

Antoine is the least-experienced newcomer after moving from Haiti, 
but he showed in spring practice that he is a force. His nickname, 
} “The Punisher,” is appropriate for the head-hunting safety. 


Swanson Miller, DT 

Miller adds size to OSU's smallish interior defensive line, which aver- 
aged 280 pounds last season, After spring drills, it was apparent that 
Miller is ready to be in the tackle rotation. Given a solid summer of 
conditioning, he easily could be ready to start by September. 


| Beau Johnson, RB 

-™ Johnson was viewed as a competent replacement for Dantrell Savage 
and proved as much in spring drills. Not as shifty as Savage or 
sophomore Kendall Hunter, Johnson brings more of a power element 
to the Cowboys’ rushing attack. 


3 NELWCOMERS OF IMP ACT 


Pos. Stars Hi. WL Hometown School 


Isaiah Anderson WR O@ 6-0 175 Wichita Falls, TX Wichita Falls 
Chose Oklahoma State over Nebraska, North Texas, New Mexico and Rice. 


Lucien Antoine DB OOO 6-2 210 Fort Scott, KS Fort Scott €.¢, 
Rated as the No. 82 junior college prospect in America by Rivals.com. 


Cooper Bassett Tr ooo 6-5 235 Tuttle, OK Tuttle 
Rated as the No. 7 overall prospect in Oklahoma by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 22 tight end. 


dustin Blackmon =WR OOO 6-2 190 Ardmore, OK Plainview 
Rated as the No. 10 overall prospect in Oklahoma by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 91 wide receiver. 


Donald Booker LB Oooo 6-0 220 Corsicana, TX Navarro J.C. 
Rated as the No. 65 junior college prospect in America by Rivals.com. 


Brodrick Brown B Oooo 5-8 165 Spring, TX 
Chose Oklahoma State over UTEP. 


Dejuan Davis Oo oo 6-4 295 Fort Worth, TX 
First-team all-state selection. 


Chris Donaldson T 90°90 6-3 280 Coffeyville, KS 
Played high school ball in South Carolina. 


Altred Dupree B OOo 6-2 209 Dallas, TX 
Rated as the No. 82 overall prospect in Texas by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation's 
No. 51 outside linebacker. 


Jeremy Gray DE ooo 6-7 240 Sherman, TX Sherman 
Rated as the nation’s No. 49 strongside defensive end. 


Maurice Gray BB OOOSo — 5-10 180 Et Dorado, KS Butler County €.C. 
Rated as the No. 28 junior college prospect in America by Rivals.com. 


Patrick Hoog o ooo 6-4 293 Castroville, TX Medina Valley 
Rated as the No. 97 overall prospect in Texas by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 38 offensive guard. 


dustin Horton T ooo 6-4 220 Henderson, TX Henderson 
Rated as the No. 87 overall prospect in Texas by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 36 tight end. 


Beau Johnson RB OOOO = 511 210 El Dorado, KS Butler County C.C. 
Rated as the No. 24 junior college prospect in America by Rivals.com. 
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Committments 
Average Stars 


660606 
66006 


Justin Blackmon, WR 60666 


Blackmon emerged late in the recruit- | Total Stars 
ing process with a strong senior sea- 


THE SLEEPER 


son. He should get an opportunity to (EIOIE EN ar BIG 12:6 
earn immediate playing time. He could 
emerge as a nice complement to soph- 2 009 NEEDS 


omore star Dez Bryant. The junior college-heavy class in 2008 likely 
jump-started the effort, but the Cowboys 
must continue to add talent across the board 
on defense. Corners and defensive tackles 
are a must-have. On offense, Oklahoma 
State needs to find a top-notch quarterback. 


Pos. Stars Ht. Wt Hometown School 


Victor Johnson B OOOO 6-0 170 Waco, TX Waco 
Rated as the No. 40 overall prospect in Texas by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No, 20 safety. 


Markelle Martin DB OOOO 6-1 180 Wichita Falls, TX Rider 
Rivals250 selection...Rated as the No. 27 prospect in Texas...Rated as the nation’s No. 
15 safety. 


Swanson Miller T ooo0°0 6-4 330 El Dorado, KS Butler County €.6. 
Rated as the No. 26 junior college prospect in America by Rivals.com. 


Travis Miller RB OO 5-11 185 Marlin, TX Marlin 
Two-time all-district selection. 


Andrew Mitchell uo oo 6-5 300 Ephraim, UT Snow College 
Former high school tight end. 


Tolu Moala Bb ooo 6-1 Torrance, CA El Camino 6.0. 
Chose Oklahoma State over BYU. 


Jamal Mosley TE O09 6-4 228 Memphis, TN Kingsbury 
Selected Oklahoma State over Ole Miss. 


Nigel Nicholas Tr oo 6-3 247 Rossville, GA 
Rated as the No. 49 overall prospect in Georgia by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 29 tight end. 


Jeremiah Price DE Oooo 6-4 245 Ellisville, MS Jones Couty J.C, 
Had 52 total tackles and 10 sacks in 2007. 


Adrian Richarls =WR OOO 6-4 187 Mesquite, TX Mesquite 
Rated as the No. 63 overall prospect in Texas by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 64 wide receiver. 


Quinn Sharp K 000 6-1 185 Mansfield, TX Mansfield Summit 
Rated as the nation’s No. 1 kicker by Rivals.com. 


Kye Staley MH OOOO — 6&0 215 Guthrie, OK Guthrie 
Rivals250 selection...Rated as the No. 3 prospect in Oklahoma...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 13 athlete. 


Lane Taylor lb oo 6-2 297 Arlington, TX Martin 
Chose Oklahoma Sate over Kansas, New Mexico, Colorado State, UNLV, Utah, North 
Texas, SMU and Louisiana-Monroe. 


Johnny Thomas = DB OOO 6-0 173. Texas City, TX Texas City 
Rated as the nation’s No, 58 safety by Rivals.com. 
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49 KENNY ALEXANDER 1B 
ZACH ALLEN Ly 
TERRANCE ANDERSON DB 
LUCIEN ANTOINE DB 
HUBERT ANYIAM WR 6-1 
BEN BAILEY TE 
DAN BAILEY P/K 6-1 
‘TJ. BELL DB 
JAMIE BLATNICK DE 6-3 
BRADY BOND 
MICHAEL BOOKER 
BO BOWLING WR 5-9 
BRIAN BOWLING TE 
JEREMY BROADWAY WR 6-1 


6-1 


55 


6-1 


6-4 


6-1 


6-3 


OL 6-6 
OL 


6-3 


6-3 


DEZ BRYANT 
DEREK BURTON 
TONY BUSH 


WR 6-2 
DE 
WR 5-7 


98 6-5 


v 


3_ ALEX CATE 
96 JERAY CHATHAM 
MARK CHESTNUT 
UGO CHINASA 
SEB CLEMENTS 
JOHNNIE COCKRELL 


QB 
DL 


6-1 


6-3 


72 6-1 


uper booster Boone Pickens’ dollars are hard 

at work. 

When phase three of the stadium project — 
which began in 2003 — is complete, more than 
$280 million will have been spent, all starting 
with Pickens’ original donation of $20 million. 
A year later, he gave $163 million to kick-start 
a stadium overhaul. 

The eight-level west end-zone suites and 
offices, which cost some $185 million, will be 
complete in 2009 and raise capacity from 44,700 
to about 60,000. 

© In the 2007 offseason, promising wide 
receiver Artrell Woods sustained a spinal injury 
while lifting weights, missing all of the season. 

Trainers say he'll be available for the Aug. 30 
opener against Washington State in Seattle. He 
didn’t participate in contact drills during the 
spring but ran near full speed. 

¢ Assistant head coach/running backs coach 
Curtis Luper, and passing game coordinator/ 
tight ends coach Doug Meacham, got salary 
bumps of $80,000, raising their earnings to 
$228,000. 

Co-offensive coordinator/quarterbacks coach 
Gunter Brewer got a $50,000 raise to $228,000. 
Running game coordinator/offensive line coach 
Joe Wickline’s $40,000 increase puts him at 
$253,000. 

New co-offensive coordinator/wide receivers 
coach Trooper Taylor improved his Tennessee 
salary by $53,000 to $228,000. 

Associate head coach/special teams coordina- 
tor/safeties coach Joe DeForest ($319,000) and 
defensive coordinator/linebackers Tim Beckman 
($303,000) did not receive raises for the 2008 
season. 

Most of the staff has three-year contracts, 
while newcomers Taylor, Jason Jones (from 
Tulsa; $153,000) and Glenn Spencer (from 
Duke; $188,000) are on two-year contracts. 

¢ Head coach Mike Gundy in December 
received an extension through the 2013 season. 
His pay in 2008 is $1.053 million, up from last 
year's figure of $953,000. Terms of his new con- 
tract call for an annual $100,000 raise. 

© In addition to missing spring practice with 
a finger injury, tight end Brandon Pettigrew, an 
All-Big 12 candidate, was arrested Jan. 20 when 
he allegedly refused to leave the scene of an 
altercation (a misdemeanor) and elbowed 
a police officer (a felony). 

He pleaded not guilty to both and went into 
the summer facing the possibility of up to five 
years in prison if convicted of the felony. 
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Perrish Cox 


games. They again finished the season 
ranked among the nation’s worst defenses 
(101st overall, 112th against the pass). 

OSU signed six junior college defend- 
ers to try to stop the bleeding, but that 
can be a precarious fix. With just six start- 
ers back, the rebuilding continues. 


Spring showed that the pieces in place 


are faster and more athletic than last year, 
and those who return have a better grasp 
of Beckman’s scheme. 

On the line, only tackle Jeray Chatham 
returns in a starting role. Tonga Tea Jr., 
a junior college All-American who had 
a disappointing 2007, is hoping his off- 
season was productive enough to earn 
him a starting role in ’08. 

Despite a bunch of experience last season, 
the line was a problem area, particularly in 
putting pressure on opposing quarterbacks. 
That seemed to improve in the spring. 

“T was real excited to watch the defense 
— to watch some of those young guys 
get pressure on the quarterbacks,” Gundy 
said after the spring game. “It was nice to 
see that. We haven't had that in a couple 
of years here.” 

Junior linebacker Patrick Lavine is the top 
returning tackler (81 in 2007, 70 in 2006), 
but will have newcomers around him. 

Andre Sexton, a safety the previous two 
seasons, is in line for the linebacker-safe- 
ty hybrid, called “star.” He had a strong 
spring. Perrish Cox and two-year starter 
Jacob Lacey are back at cornerback, and 
former wideout Ricky Price looked good 
in the spring after moving from free safety 


to strong safety. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


In part-time duty last season, Dan Bai- 
ley made two of four field goal tries and 
all 20 PATs. He has a powerful leg, but 
spent the offseason honing his accuracy. 
He will be the full-time kicker this fall. 

Matt Fodge was one of the Big 12’s best 


Oklahoma State's Winning Trend 1998-2007 


~~ BEST 
“™=BRIGHTEST 


MOST VALUABLE PLAYER ~ 


QB-Zac Robinson 

Set a school record for 
total offense with 3,671 
yards despite not taking 
over the job until the third 
game, ... Set school records 
for total offense in a game 
(486) and passing yards ina 
game (430) against Texas. ... | 
Ranked 91st in the nation in 
rushing (65.2 ypg) and 12th 
nationally in passing effi- — i 
ciency (148.98). ... His 847 rushing yards in 07 
is the highest total by an OSU QB, ... His 2,824 
‘passing yards rank second in school history, 


WR Dez Bryant : 
_ With primary receiver 
Adarius Bowman sustaining 
a second-quarter injury ver- 
sus Kansas, Bryant emerged 
with an OSU freshman record 
155 yards receiving and a 
touchdown. ... Earned } 
Freshman All-America hon- | 
ors after catching 43 passes | 
for 622 yards and six touch- ” 
downs. ... Played best in big a 
games: four catches, 79 yards vs. Texas; five © 
receptions for 69 yards against Oklahoma; nine 
receptions for 117 yards and two TDs in Insight 
Bowl victory over Indiana. 


RB Beau Johnson 

Johnson showed a rare 
aptitude for picking up the 
offense during the spring. 
He can’t be counted out, 
although the Cowboys seem 
set at the position with tal- 
ented sophomore Kendall | 
Hunter back from a strong 
freshman season as the | 
backup, and hard-running 
senior Keith Toston in the 
mix. ... Johnson, from Butler County Community ~ 
College, was MVP of the junior college national 
championship game with 288 yards and four TDs. 
«+ Ran for 1,756 yards and 19 TDs last year, 
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Player Profile 


Zac Robinson 


No Controversy: 
QB Job All Set 


Oklahoma State football is in different 
hands now. 

Zac Robinson’s hands. 

Two games into 2007, Robinson was just 
another backup, a role player, a talented 
dual-threat quarterback stuck on the 
bench behind mercurial Bobby Reid. 

But in Week Three, Reid was benched, 
Robinson stepped in, set some records, 
won some games ... and Reid transferred. 

Now OSU's high-powered offense rests 
solely with Robinson. 

“It's definitely a lot easier on me,” 
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Robinson told The Oklahoman during spring 
practice. “I can focus on just improving as 
a player, accepting the leadership role and 
just kind of going with it.” 

It’s that leadership, suggests head coach 
Mike Gundy, where Robinson has improved 
the most. That's also the area where he is 
needed the most. 

“With the guys we have on offense, 
they're going to move the ball a lot,” Gundy 
said. “Don’t forget that we're still a young 
team offensively. But Zac keeps them to- 
gether because he is the leader.” 

In starting the final 11 games last sea- 
son, Robinson set a school record for total 
offense, amassing 3,671 yards. His pass- 
ing total of 2,824 yards is second-best in 
school history, and his 847 yards rushing is 
tops by a Cowboy quarterback. 

He goes into 2008 with virtually an 
entire season under his belt as the start- 
er, as well as the vital bonding time of 
winter conditioning, spring practice and 
those grinding summer workouts. As 
good as he was in 2007, he should much 
better in ‘08. 

“There is a comfort zone there,” Gundy 
said. 

A comfort zone that wasn’t necessarily 
there with Reid. There were always high 
expectations for the five-star QB from 
Houston, but his performances on the field 
were erratic. It seemed as if there was al- 
ways a faction of players that supported 
Reid and a different faction that supported 
Donovan Woods or Al Pena or Robinson. 

With that divisiveness gone, Robinson 
clearly is the man. 

“Now they know who the guy is,” said 
quarterbacks coach Gunter Brewer. “They 
know Zac’s the man and if he says, ‘Hey, let’s 
throw at 1 o'clock on our off day; then you're 
throwing at 1 o'clock on your off day.” 

Said Robinson, “Toward the end of last 
year I felt more comfortable in a leader- 
ship role and became more vocal. I felt it 
became my team. I think that (leadership 
role) will continue to grow this season.” 


punters last season, averaging 42.4 yards 
per punt and dropping more than 25 per- 
cent of his attempts inside the 20. He'll be 
a four-year starter at the position. 

Perrish Cox remains one of the nation’s 
most dangerous return men. He averaged 
11.1 yards on punt returns and 21.5 on 
kickoff returns. That’s down from the year 
before, but he still scored a touchdown on 
each and amassed 853 all-purpose yards. 

Deep snapper Zach Allen is also back. 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


The 2008 season begins with an interest- 
ing challenge — Aug. 30 in Seattle against 
Washington State and new coach Paul 
Walff — and doesn’t get any easier from 
there, concluding with the annual Bedlam 
challenge against Oklahoma on Nov. 29. 

In between, the Cowboys travel to 
four sites where they have had virtually 
no success: Oct. 11 at Big 12 runner-up 
Missouri, Oct. 25 at powerhouse Texas, 
Nov. 8 at high-powered Texas Tech, and 
Nov. 15 at up-and-coming Colorado. 

Oklahoma State is 2-16 on the road 
against those foes since Big 12 play began 
in 1996. 


— John Hoover 


SCHEDULE 


“Aug. 30 vs, Washington State (Seattle) 


‘Sept. 6 RSH OOSTNS 
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Need tickets for your gameday experience? 


* Largest inventory of College Football Tickets. 


* Tickets to all games including Championship & Bowl Games. 

* Best seat locations & prices for all games. 

* Since 1990, we're the best place to buy tickets. 
Oe 


| Better Experience Lives Here 


Mack Brown — At Texas: 103-25, By 
_ 10 years; ‘overall: 189-99-1, rae years 


ey offer! 5 defense, kicker 


PLAYERS TO.WATCH 
m):) Colt McCoy, WR Quan Cosby, ic chris 
Hall, OT Cedric Dockery, DE Brian Orakpo, 
DT Ro Miller, LB Sergio Kindle, LB Rod — } 
- Mucke oy 


e pry ; ret 
PRIMARY S STRENG THS “ae 
“A solid offensive line and a quicker, stron- 
ger Colt McCoy take the load off newcom- 

ers at running back, tight end and receiv- 


the most talent the Longhorns have had 
‘ina while, Losses to A&M and 0U | last 
"year whet their appetite. a 


The secondary will be young and inexperi- 
enced. A go-to receiver, dependable tight 
end and featured back are still question 
marks, though the talent is there gosta mele 
"answer those questions, Missouri, Kansas 
‘and Colorado are back. on the gugeveeh 


RB Jamaal Charles, TE. erindctiael Finley, 
Ss Mare Griffin, DT Frank Okame 


‘behind an Seana ahd ats tae 
; "Getting an honest pass rush from the ~ 


_ front four and having ‘the linebackers ings 


‘upt to their billing should give th young 
I ‘secondary. ‘time to. develop. he 


promise ‘of the: young receivers into ‘pro- J 


~ duction, and all is well and full of post- — 
‘season possibilities. 


er. The front seven on defense might have — 


On Another Title Path ... 


o, exactly, are the Longhorns? 
That seems to be the most ap- 
propriate question to ask as coach Mack 
Brown enters his second decade at Texas. 

Brown needs to make no apologies for 
his record, which includes the 2005 na- 
tional championship. He is the nation’s 
winningest coach over the past 12 years 
(including time at North Carolina), with 
123 victories and an 82 percent winning 
percentage. 

But the Longhorns were a mixed bag 
last season. 

Texas did something it hadn't done be- 
fore in Brown’s tenure — follow up a loss 
to Oklahoma in midseason with another 
to Texas A&M at the end of the regular 
season. The Longhorns, who stumbled 
listlessly through the game against the 
Aggies, actually hadn't suffered a double- 
shot from its main rivals since 1993. 

But then the Longhorns finished with 
a dominant Holiday Bowl victory over 
Arizona State, in which they stepped on 
the Sun Devils’ throats and didn’t let up 
in a 52-34 rout. That gave Texas its sev- 
enth consecutive season with double-digit 
victories. 

Texas returns plenty of talent, but the 
rest of the league has gotten better in a 
hurry, and Oklahoma is still Oklahoma. 

Can the Longhorns prove the ’05 sea- 
son, when Vince Young all but willed 
them to the national title, wasn’t a fluke? 
Can they prove that Brown can win 
without the superstar who tilts the play- 
ing field? 


There are reasons to believe. 


Or Treading Water? 


Colt McCoy has finally grown into his 
role as a run/pass quarterback; the offen- 
sive line has reaped the benefits of last sea- 
son's injury plague by developing depth; 
and the defense has a strong front seven 
and perhaps the most talented — though 
not necessarily the best — linebacking 
unit in Brown’s tenure. 

Then there are reasons to scoff. 

The receivers are talented, but except for 
Quan Cosby and a tender Jordan Shipley, 
are very young. The running back spot is 
up for grabs. The secondary ... well, the 
Longhorns are hoping youth isn’t the usu- 
al problem most people think it is. 

As usual, time will tell which direction 


the Longhorns are taking next. 


OFFENSE 


The Longhorns lost their top tight end, 
wideout and running back. This is usually 
cause for concern, but we're talking about 
the Longhorns, who like other top pro- 
grams show an uncanny ability to reload 
instead of rebuild. 

The players on the spot are tight end 
Blaine Irby, receivers Brandon Collins 
and Malcolm Williams, and halfbacks 
Vondrell McGee, Chris Ogbonnaya and 
Foswhitt Whittaker. If they slip in seam- 
lessly, as others have before them, the 
Longhorns might not skip a beat on their 
way to a bid for the national title. 

Job One is getting junior quarterback 
Colt McCoy back on track. He struggled 
in 2007, relative to his freshman year. 

“It’s not uncommon for guys who play 
early in their career, in a two-year cycle, 
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that in the first year everything turns to 
gold,” offensive coordinator Greg Davis 
said of McCoy’s breakout freshman sea- 
son. “The second year, though, a lot more 
happens.” 

McCoy should be more of a rushing 
threat, and with Jamaal Charles gone, that 
makes defenses have to be more honest on 
their choices of what to look for in the 
Longhorns’ basic zone read play. 

McGee showed he was a hard running, 
between-the-tackles force in the spring, 
but Whittaker, a redshirt freshman, has 
shown he will be a formidable weapon in 
the backfield as well. 

The rash of injuries the line experienced 
last season forced the team to dig into its 
depth, which might turn out to be a huge 
benefit in °07. Six linemen have starting 


Scouting Report: Offense 


2007 stats: 207.5 ypg rushing (3rd in Big 12/17th in NCAA), 255.4 ypy passing (8th/39th), 462.9 ypg total offense (6th/13th), 37.2 ppg (Sth/14th) 


/POS STARTER YR. COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 


QB Colt McCoy” dr. Time to take the keys to the offense. John Chiles, So. / 
RB Vondrell McGee So. _ Jamaal Charles leaves big shoes to fill Chris Ogbonnaya, Sr. 
FB Antwan Cobb So. __ Not alot of touches in this offense. Johnson, Fr. 
WR Quan Cosby* Sr. __ No doubt as to who is the go-to receiver. Malcolm Williams, Fr. 
WR Jordan Shipley* Sr.__When healthy, Shipley can produce. Brandon Collins, So. 
TE Blaine Irby So. __Nextin line of big-play producers at TE. Peter Ullman, Sr. 

RT__ Kyle Hix So. __Benefited from being thrown in the fire. Aundre McGaskey, Fr. 
RG Cedric Dockery* Sr. __ Big potential; injuries have held him back. Michael Huey, So 

C Chris Hall* Jp. __ Jack of all trades finds his true home, Buck Burnette, So. 
LG Charlie Tanner* Jr. Steady; should be solid with experience, Britt Mitchell, So. 
LT___Adam Ulatoski* Jr___ Finally healthy, should stand out. Tray Allen, So 
“Returning Starter 


Scouting Report: Defense 


2007 stats: $3.4 ypy rushing (1st in Big 12/6th NCAA), 277.8 ypy passing (10th/109th), 371.2 ypg total defense (4th/S2nd), 25.3 ppg (Sth/45th) 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
DE Brian Orakpo* Sr. Has the talent for a breakout season. Eddie Jones, So. 
DT Roy Miller Sr. Nextin line on legacy of great DTs. Aaron Lewis, Sr.* 
DT _Lamarr Houston* Jr___Size (275 pounds) may be a concern inside, Ben Alexander, Jr. 
DE _ Henry Melton Sr. __ Former fullback finally finds a home. Sam Acho, So. 

LB Sergio Kindle dr. Time for phenom to show his stuff. Keenan Robinson, Fr. 
LB Rashad Bobino* Sr. __ Penchant for personal fouls a minus. Jared Norton, Jr. 

LB Roddrick Muckelroy Jr__ Shows signs of being dominant. Dustin Earnest, So. 
CB Ryan Palmer* Sr. __ Needs to be a shutdown corer. Curtis Brown, So. 
CB Deon Beas! Jr. ___ Must step up in young secondary. Chykie Brown, So. 

$ Earl Thomas Fr. Youth has to develop quickly here. Christian Scott, Fr. 

$ __Ishie Oduegwu Jr___Needs to play the run/pass honestly. Ben Wells, Fr. 
*Returning Starter 


experience, led by two-year regulars Ce- 
dric Dockery and Adam Ulatoski. They 
all have clean bills of health. 

Quan Cosby will clearly be the go-to 
receiver at the start of the season. Irby has 
the skills to follow in the David Thomas/ 
Jermichael Finley big-play mold. Should 
Jordan Shipley stay healthy — and that’s 
not a given — he’s the type of combina- 
tion possession receiver/deep threat that 
can create match-up problems. 

Look for Collins a sophomore, and 
Williams, a freshman, to make a signifi- 
cant impact. 


DEFENSE 


Texas has a new defensive coordinator 
for the fourth straight year. Fortunately 
for the Longhorns, Brown has been able 


to make the transitions as subtle as pos- 
sible by hiring like-minded coordinators. 

Greg Robinson did similar things as 
Gene Chizik, who did similar things as 
Larry Mac Duff, who did similar things 
as Will Muschamp plans. 

That means that while Muschamp’s 
terminology might be new, his intent isn’t 
foreign, though he does feature more of 
an attacking style than his predecessor. 

And the players love his intensity, which 
is no small thing as they have already seen 
his passion for the game, and what it takes 
to be successful. 

“The kids take on the personality of the 
coach,” Muschamp said. “I take the ap- 
proach that if I don’t do my job, the kids 
don't have the necessary sense of urgency.” 

If Texas is to emulate Muschamp’s 
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LONGHORNS RECRUITING 2008 


Kheeston Randall, DL 

Texas is so thin at defensive tackle that coaches had to move Lamarr 
Houston from end during spring ball. If Randall or fellow blue-chipper 
Jarvis Humphrey arrive in shape and ready to go to work, either could 
be in the tackle rotation by the time conference play rolls around. 


Commitiments 
Average Stars 


THE SLEEPER 


DeSean Hales, WR/KR 

Hales isn’t expected to make much of an impact at receiver as a fresh- 
man. But he could really do some damage in the return game. Nobody 
in the country was a better kick or punt returner than Hales. 


Emmanuel Achs, LB 
Acho was lightly regarded because he 
played private-school ball, but he 


Total Stars 


National Rank: 14 BIE 12:2 


Dan Buckner, WR 


counted on some in the fall. 


3 NEWCOMERS OF IMP ACT 


Ht. Wt Hometown 


Emmanuel Acho Bb OOo 6-2 210 Dallas, TX 


Rated as the No. 60 overall prospect in Texas by Rivals.com... 


No. 38 outside linebacker. 


Nolan Brewster BB OOOO — &1 195 Denver, CO 


Rivals250 selection...Rated as the No. 3 prospect in Colorado.. 


No. 16 safety. 


Mark Buchanan “b cooo 6-6 275 Austin, TX 


Rivals250 selection...Rated as the No. 20 prospect in Texas... 


No. 18 offensive tackle. 


Dan Buckner WR OOOG — 64 209 Allen, 1X 


Rivals100 selection...Rated as the No. 15 prospect in Texas... 


No. 16 wide receiver. 


Brock Fitzhenry RB OOO 5-9 172 Giddings, TX 
Rated as the nation’s No. 31 all-purpose back by Rivals.com. 


6-1 189 Leander, TX 
Enrolled early and participated in spring practice. 


D.J, Grant WR ©OOG — 63 205 Austin, ™ 


Rated as the No. 37 overall prospect in Texas by Rivals.com... 


No. 45 wide receiver. 


DeSean Hales RBOOGOG — 510 165 Klein, % 


Rivals100 selection...Rated as the No. 8 prospect in Texas... 


No. 1 all-purpose back. 


Antoine Hicks MH Ooo 6-2 193 Mansfield, TX 


Rated as the No. 49 overall prospect in Texas by Rivals.com... 


No. 46 athlete. 


Jeremy Hills 5-10 181 Alief, 1X 


Rivals250 selection...Rated as the No. 26 prospect in Texas... 


No. 6 all-purpose back. 
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Buckner, along with eight other freshmen, arrived on campus in time 
for spring practice. He looked great at times in the spring, and will be 


School 
St Mark's 
Rated as the nation’s 


Mullen 
-Raied as the nation’s 


Austin 
Rated as the nation’s 


Allen 
Rated as the nation’s 


Lyndon B. Johnson 
Rated as the nation’s 


Oak 
Rated as the nation’s 


Timberview 
Rated as the nation’s 


Elsik 
Rated as the nation’s 


showed signs of being among the 
state's most talented linebackers. And 
being a sleeper isn't new to the family. 
The same was said of his brother Sam, 
a 2007 Longhorns recruit who ended 
up playing surprising minutes last 


2009 NEEDS 


Unlike almost every other school in the 
country, Texas has addressed almost all of 
its recruiting needs before summer arrived. 


fall. The Longhorns had 17 commitments as of 
late April and only a few more scholarships 
to give. Expect defensive tackle to be the big 
priority as National Signing Day draws near. 


it. Wi Hemetown 


JarvisHumphrey DT OOOO 62 290 CedarHill, TX 


Rivals100 selection...Rated as the No. 7 prospect in Texas... 


No. 5 defensive tackle. 


Dravannti Johnson 1B OOOO 62 230 Netlerland, TX 


Rivals250 selection...Rated as the No. 31 prospect in Texas... 


No. 13 inside linebacker. 


D.J. Monroe DB O©OOS — 9 165 Angleton, 


Rivals100 selection...Rated as the No. 6 prospect in Texas... 


No. 5 cornerback. 


Tre Newton RB OOO 6-0 194 Southlake, TX 


Rated as the No. 54 overall prospect in Texas by Rivals.com... 


No. 18 running back. 


Luke Poehimam = OL OO@ 6-6 260 Brenham, 1X 


Rated as the No. 68 overall prospect in Texas by Rivals.com.. 


No. 40 offensive tackle. 


Kheeston Randall OT GOGO — 6-5 267 Beaumont, 1X 


Rivals250 selection...Rated as the No. 29 prospect in Texas... 


No. 18 defensive tackle. 


Ryan Roberson RB OOO 5-10 210 Brenham, TX 


Rated as the No. 46 overall prospect in Texas by Rivals.com... 


No. 2 fullback. 


David Snow ob OOO6 ~~ 64 300 Gilmer, 1X 


Rivals250 selection...Rated as the No. 25 prospect in Texas... 


No. 8 offensive guard. 


dustin Tucker K 900 6-1 172 Austin, TX 
Rated as the nation’s No. 4 kicker by Rivals.com. 


Aaron Williams BB OOoS — 61 175 Round Rock, ™% 


Rivals100 selection...Rated as the No. 4 prospect in Texas... 


No. 1 safety. 


Cedar Hill 
Rated as the nation’s 


Nederland 
Rated as the nation’s 


Angleton 
Rated as the nation’s 


Caroll 
Rated as the nation’s 


.Rated as the nation’s 


Kelly 
Rated as the nation’s 


Brenham 
Rated as the nation’s 


Gilmer 
Rated as the nation’s 


McNeil 
Rated as the nation’s 
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81 SAM ACHO DE 6-3 258 So Dallas 46 DREWMARCANTONIO FB 6-1 205 ~~ Sr 
JOSH MARSHALL 
JORGE MARTINEZ 
COLT MCCOY 


39 _RYAN BAILEY PK 6:2 205 Sr Austin 76 AUNDREMCGASKEY OT _—=&-5_—295 Fr La Marque 
7 _DEON BEASLEY CB 510175 or Orange 2 VONDRELL MCGEE RB 5-10 205 So Longview 
1B 5-11 238 Sr la 88 MAC MCWHORTER TE 64 255 Jt Austin 
cB 185__So Houston 37 HENRY MELTON DE 63 265 Sr Grapevine 
CB 6-1 178 So Gilmer 50 JEFF MESSER DS 6-1 231 Fr Peach Tree City, GA 
54 MARKBUCHANAN OL 6-6 285 Fr Austin 52__ CORY MICHNER DE 6-1 215 Sr St. Louis, MO 
4 DAN BUCKNER WR 6-4 0213 Fr Allen 99 ROY MILLER DT 62 300 Sr Killeen 
66_BUCK BURNETTE C__ 6-3 320_—So_ Wimberley §= 72, BRITT MITCHELL 0G 65 300 So Kilgore 
36 KENDALCARRILLO RB 6-1 195 dr Sweetwater 75 steve MOORE i, GE Ta Bs Seis 
57_ANDREW CARROLL! __OL_6-3_300_So_Montgomery. © 38, RODDRICK MUCKELROY' 1B 2 230. Jt Hallsville 
Be RB 61 193 Fr Southlake 
BL ee eee 1B 63 m2 Roviett 
cE DS os 1B 510 235 Jr Abilene 
_SLUBRANDON COLDS C= WR) 6A 2200 Got aaa ig eo S540 210 3 Denton 

CHRIS OGBONNAYA RB 

DREW OLDIS 0G 

BRIAN ORAKPO DE 

DANIEL ORR WR 

RYAN PALMER ce 

PHILIP PAYNE WR 
22 CLARK FORD DB 5-10 185 dt ier eS aS Sees Tyler 
SS a es er re re et ee ee Plano 


Bunce 50k tte | 
7 mec 62s ey SE ee te 


21 BLAKE GIDEON S61 17 Leander a Ls 
ar el oaid Sa ae Ff 8 JORDAN SHIPLEY WR 64195 Sr Burnet 
a ie el oe ee 1B 62205. Fr Palestine 
ae ae ee po er eT C64 285 So Montgomery 


16 __IAN HARRIS TE 6-4 250 Fr San Antonio 


17 SHERROD HARRIS 0B 63 220 So a 78 DAVID SNOW OL 64 280 Fr Gilmer 
58 WILLIAM HARVEY DS 5-11. 235 ot Houston  42_ALEX SPEARS Fo__5-6_200_ Sr Houston 
31. CODY HILL te S40 We ay Lubbock --32_JOHN STELL WR S41 075 Fr Richmond 
2 JEREMY HOLS RB 6187 __—_—souston «= 52_CHARLIETANNER —0G_—64—300_r Austin 
cB 

64 KYLE HIX Of 67 320 So ‘Aledo 49 LUKE TIEMANN FB6-2 245 Sr Pflugerville 
33 LAMARR HOUSTON DE 62 275 Jr ___Colorado Springs, C0 9 JUSTIN TUCKER Pe 647 Austin 
13 AHMARD HOWARD DE 6-4 252 Fr Brenham 74 _ ADAM ULATOSKI oT 68 310 dr Southlake 
63 MICHAEL HUEY 0G 6&5 315 So Kilgore «86 PETER ULLMAN TE 6-4 260 St Austin 
19 _ BLAINE IRBY TE 6-3 240 So Camarillo, CA. -«81_C.A, VERGART WR 63205 Jr Bronxville, NY 
31 CODY JOHNSON RB 511255 Fr Waller. 15_‘TREVOR WALKER QB 6:2 202 So Mount Pleasant 
43 DRAVANNTI.JOHNSON 1B 6-2 237“ Nederland 14 _-MONTREWEBBER = WR 63.210 So Hearne 
32 EDDIE JONES DE 6-3 260 So Kilgore 5 BEN WELLS S61 195 Fr Beaumont 

SERGIO KINDLE 1B 64 239 ot Dallas 22“ FOSWHITT WHITTAKER RB 5-10 195 Fr Houston 


G.J. KINNE QB 6-3 220 Fr Gilmer 30 CHRIS WIELAND WR 59 170 Jr Cedar Park 
JAMES KIRKENDOLL WR 6-3 25 Fr 
59 CHAD KUGLER 1B 6-2) 220k Richardson 9 MALCOLM WILLIAMS WR 6-3 225 Fr 
15 HUNTERLAWRENCE K 6-1 180 Jr Boeme 43 ALEX ZUMBERGE DS 61 2465 fr 
AARON LEWIS DE 
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exas offensive coordinator Greg Davis said he 

probably threw too much at Colt McCoy last 
season, and that — coupled with McCoy's com- 
petitiveness — was a bad mix. 

“Because he watches so much film and he’s so 
smart, he tried to put us in the perfect play 
every time,” Davis said. “Truly, I added to the 
problem by giving him too many choices.” 

Davis, who earlier went through a similar 
process with current Longhorns running back 
coach Major Applewhite, will try to keep McCoy 
from having to make too many decisions. 

Davis said he expects McCoy to throw more 
balls away rather than take chances, a penchant 
that troubled him last year. 

© Foswhitt Whittaker, a crowd favorite in the 
spring, not only has the best nickname — Fozzie 
— but has an uncanny resemblance to former 
Longhorn 1,000-rusher Hodges Mitchell. 

“He's got great vision, a great ability to jump 
in the hole and make guys miss,” Davis said. 

Wonder about Fozzie? His given name — 
Foswhitt — comes from the first syllables of his 
last name (Whittaker) and his father’s first 
name (Foster). 

¢ Wide receiver Quan Cosby and linebacker 
Rashad Bobino each have 39 career starts, tops 
among returnees. 

© On the coaching staff, Duane Akina steps 
back from the co-defensive coordinator role into 
that of assistant head coach/defensive backs. 

Applewhite, a former Texas quarterback and 
longtime fan favorite, joins the staff only five 
years out of school. He already has the title of 
assistant head coach to go along with his duties 
with the running backs. 

Clearly, he’s the offensive coordinator heir 
apparent to Greg Davis, should Davis move to 
a head coaching job. 

© Renovations to the North end zone are 
expected to be finished by the start of the season. 

The new space will include offices and the 
Stark Center, a museum and center for the study 
of all sports that will be run by former power 
lifting champions and married UT professors 
Terry and Jan Todd. 
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intensity, it will start up front. The front 
seven is solid, and the linebackers have the 
potential — read: talent — to be the best 
in Brown's tenure. 

Defensive end Brian Orakpo has All- 
America skills as a potential sack special- 
ist. He can do more than the 10 sacks he 
has in the past two seasons. Henry Melton 


| ~" Texas’ Winning Trend 1998-2007 


should be above average at the other end. 

Lamarr Houston and Roy Miller have 
experience at the tackles, with converted 
end Aaron Lewis a likely third-down spe- 
cialist. Houston’s size inside (275) might 
be a bit of a question, but Miller is a full 
300 pounds. They combined for 20 tack- 
les for loss last season. 

Rashad Bobino returns at middle line- 
backer after starting 38 games, but will be 
pushed by Jared Norton. Sergio Kindle, 
if he can stay healthy, could have the 
breakout year long expected of him. Rod 
Muckelroy mans the weakside spot. 

Ryan Palmer returns at one cornerback 
spot, and Deon Beasley, a part-time start- 
er, fills the other. Safety, where the Long- 
horns have recently had trouble separat- 
ing run support from pass coverage, has 
four freshmen among the top five. 

Ishie Oduegwu is at the right safety — 
the Longhorns won't use a strong-weak 
alignment — while promising freshman 
Earl Thomas takes care of the other side 


of the field. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Quan Cosby gives the Longhorns a de- 
pendable and productive punt and kick 
returner who won't necessarily break big 
plays, but won't make mistakes either. 

Ryan Bailey has been solid at kicker 
since his stirring debut with a last-second 
kick against Nebraska in 2006. The senior 
made 18 of 22 field goal attempts last sea- 
son, and all but one of 59 extra point at- 
tempts. He has range — he made eight of 
10 outside 40 yards, including a 52-yarder 


i) 


MOST VALUABLE PLAYER 
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Player Profile 


Colt McCoy 


Running Away From 
VY’s Long Shadow 


It was unfair, really, to ask Colt McCoy — 
a raw, still developing freshman — to run 
the same offense that Vince Young mas- 
tered with part efficiency, part magic. 

McCoy had skills, no doubt, but he did 
not have VY-like skills. When defenses had 
to choose between him and sprint cham- 
pion halfback Jamaal Charles in the Zone 
Read Option Offense that Young ran with 
grace and simplicity, there was no choice 
at all. 

The thinking: Let McCoy keep it and try 
to beat us. 
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This year, that might not be the most ef- 
fective decision. McCoy has hit the weight 
room, gotten more durable, and at the 
same time has improved his speed. He's 
no Vince Young, but he might have the 
juice to make the zone read more than just 
a token play. 

“I don't know if I even rushed for 50 
yards in a game ever in high school,” 
McCoy said. “It’s nothing I ever needed to 
do.” 

Now, it’s a basic job requirement. McCoy 
doesn’t have to be Young, who set Rose 
Bowl rushing and scoring records for a 
quarterback, but he has to be effective. 

“To run the zone read like Vince Young 
is impossible,” McCoy said. “But if we keep 
the zone read in our game package, I can 
run it better. I’ve gotten faster.” 

McCoy rushed for 492 yards on 114 car- 
ries last season. He was sacked 25 times 
and threw 18 interceptions. Most of his 
rushing yards though, didn’t come on 
zone read calls, but on plays that were not 
called. 

That was more bad news than good. It 
meant while McCoy was a capable scrambler, 
he was forced to scramble far too much. 
Knowing his offense was bruised, battered 
and missing some of its key players, he of- 
ten bailed out as soon as he could. 

And, then, often to the detriment of the 
offense, he tried to make a play. 

“Sometimes when he got out of the 
pocket he tried to extend, extend, extend 
the play,” coach Mack Brown said. “He ei- 
ther has to throw it away or run.” 

A healthy and deep offensive line should 
give McCoy more time, and options. 

With the memory of Young's consider- 
able exploits starting to fade, McCoy has a 
chance to establish himself as one of the 
best quarterbacks in Longhorn history. 
To do that he doesn’t have to be Vince Young 
— just the best Colt McCoy he can be. 


against Rice. 

Recruit Justin Tucker steps right into 
the punting. The Longhorns have enough 
talented backups to make coverage and 
return teams solid, though don’t be sur- 


prised to see a few starters involved. 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


It’s a deceptively soft non-league sched- 
ule for the Longhorns, whose biggest 
challenge is hosting a rebuilding Arkansas 
team on Sept. 13. Florida Atlantic, UTEP 
and Rice round out the non-conference 
schedule. 

The Longhorns also get Missouri, Kan- 
sas and a rising Colorado squad back on 
the Big 12 schedule, which a few years 
ago would have been a nice break. Now 
it’s the kind of thing that makes you curse 
your luck. 

The Longhorns play Kansas in Law- 
rence, Colorado in Boulder and Missouri 
in Austin. They host A&M, with a two- 
year payback on the docket, and will face 
Oklahoma hoping that the revitalized 
Sooners don’t start another streak in a se- 
ries filled with them. 


SCHEDULE 
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Brand new, beautiful waterfront, 3 bedroom, 3 bath, immaculately furnished and available for both long 
and short term rentals in Panama City Beach. 

A spacious, 1900 square foot unit, excluding balcony can sleep 8-10 which will be ideal for large or 
multi-families on vacation. An extremely open floor plan with floor to ceiling windows for incredible bay 
views. Master has king sized bed and adjacent jacuzzi bath. Additional sleeping arrangements include 2 
queen beds in second bedroom and 1 queen bed in third bedroom, both with private baths. Sofa in living 
area is a sleeper to accommodate extra guests. 

Fabulous wraparound balcony, comfortably furnished for indoor/outdoor living and with arill, is perfect 
for entertaining and provides 360 degree views of beautiful St Andrews bay and marina. This adjoining 
marina has slips available for lease. 

Condo features include fireplace, fully equipped kitchen with granite countertops and stainless steel 
appliances, 3 flat screen HDTV LCD televisions and DVD player and high speed internet access. Complete 
security and available conference room as well as an onsite state of the art fitness room and expansive pool 
area with hot tub. Conveniently located within 10 minutes or less of beautiful white sand beaches, fishing, 
boating, world-class golf, shopping, restaurants and all of the amusements that have made this area famous. 


FOR INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT ESTELLARAM@KNOLOGY.NET OR 
CALL 850-236-9988, 334-797-1701 oR 205-871-1182 
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Clock is Ticking on A&M to Bring Back the Glory 


ew head coach Mike Sherman, 

before installing a new offense, 
a new defense or a new attitude, first 
installed new digital clocks inside the 
Bright Football Complex at the south 
end of Kyle Field. 

It was symbolic for several reasons. 

Sherman talked often during the spring 
about time, reinforcing his demand for re- 
sponsibility and dedication with the instal- 
lation of 24 clocks in the football building 
and another in the weight room. 

“(The players) have to be account- 
able,” said Sherman, who had two previ- 
ous stints at A&M as an assistant. “Being 
on time is a matter of respect. You respect 
your teammates and your coaches. It’s a 
lesson you have to teach young people — 
be detail-oriented, be on time.” 

Aggie fans, in the grand scheme of 
things, also are hoping that Sherman's 
collection of clocks is an indication the 
team is finally intent on making up for 
lost time. 

Texas A&M, with all of its traditions, 
fanatical fans and top-flight facilities, 
longs to be one of the elite teams in the 
Big 12 and the country. And there was a 
time when it appeared the Aggies were on 
the verge of moving into the nation’s most 
exclusive neighborhood. 

But those days are becoming a distant 
memory. 

The 2008 season will mark the 10-year 
anniversary of the Aggies’ last conference 
championship, The ’98 Big 12 title is the 
only conference crown A&M has won 
since 1994, 


The Aggies have only one 10-win sea- 
son since 1995, only one bowl victory 
since 96 and have not finished in the AP 
Top 25 since ’99. 

Tick, tock. Tick, tock. The last decade 
has included plenty of wasted time in Ag- 
gieland. 

“One of the reasons I am here is to help 
this program return to winning champi- 
onships,” Sherman said. 

“We're going to put together a great 
locker room of guys who are accountable 
to each other, who have integrity, loyalty, 
trust and respect ... and we're going to 
pour our hearts into winning champion- 
ships.” 

Eventually, Sherman and the Aggies 
just might do that. Realistically, his first 
team at Texas A&M will be hard-pressed 
to hang with the contenders in the 
Big 12. 

The Aggies might take care of the in- 
ferior teams on the schedule, but until 
Sherman can fill the numerous holes on 
the roster with big-time recruits, they 
could still get clocked by the league’s 
heavyweights. 


OFFENSE 


Gutsy quarterback Stephen McGee, 
speedy tailback Mike Goodson and pow- 
erful fullback Jorvorskie Lane could be 
the most talented trio of backfield mates 
in the Big 12 — and could probably rival 
any set of skill personnel in the country. 

Despite playing in one of college foot- 
ball’s most ground-heavy, option-based 
offenses since the turn of the millennium, 
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McGee managed to pass for 4,606 yards 
over the past two seasons. 

He also led the Aggies with 899 rush- 
ing yards in ’07, including a 35-carry, 
167-yard rushing effort against Nebras- 
ka. Following that game, McGee was so 
banged up that he had to be carried off 
the field. 

He'll be far more of a traditional, drop- 
back passer and much less of a runner in 
Sherman’s pro-style attack. 

“It's been great learning this offense 
and doing so many different things,” 
McGee said. 

“There's a lot to learn. But now that I’ve 
gotten into the playbook, I think my (mas- 
ter’s) marketing (classes) are probably a little 
bit tougher (than learning the playbook).” 

The Aggies’ playbook still will feature 
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Scouting Report: Offense 


2007 stats: 211.8 ypg rushing (2nd in Big 12/13th in NCAA), 185.4 ypy passing (12th/99th), 397 ypg total offense (9th/S8th), 27.9 ppg (Sth/57th) 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT = BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
QB Stephen McGee* Sr. Gutsy leader could have breakout passing season. Jerrod Johnson, So. 


TB Mike Goodson* Jr. Breakaway speed and nice hands, as well. Bradley Stephens, Fr. 
FB _Jorvorskie Lane* Sr. __ Needs just one score to set A&M career TD record. Nick LaMantia, Sr. 
WR Pierre Brown* Sr.__Needs to prove he can be the Aggies’ go-to receiver, _ EJ. Shankle, Jr. 

WR__ Roger Holland So, Outstanding athlete had four catches in 2007. Cody Beyer, So. 

TE —_ Jamie McCoy Jr. Has proven he can catch, but can he block? Frank Avery, Fr. 

LT__ Robbie Frost Jr__Has seen action in 11 games in first two years. Josh Russell, So. 


LG Michael Shumard Jr___ Made steady progress in 2007 as a part-time starter. Vincent Williams, Jr. 
C Kevin Matthews Jr__Has seen only limited action in last two years. Danny Bakers, Fr. 


RG Lee Grimes Jr. Played in six games last year as a reserve. Evan Eike, Fr. 
‘RT Travis Schneider* Sr. Towering (6-8) tackle made seven starts in 2007. Price Ferguson, So. 


“Returning Starter 


Scouting Report: Defense 


2007 stats: 160.9 ypg rushing (Sth in Big 12/65th in NCAA), 254.8 ypg passing (6th/82nd), 415.8 ypg total defense (Sth/83rd), 25.9 ppy (Sth/49th) 


‘DE ril Obiozor* Sr.___Big-play talent, had 9.5 TFL in 2007. Cody Williams, So. 
DT _ Kellen Heard Jr.__ Huge presence on the interior front. David Tufuga, Jr. 
DT __Lucas Patterson So. __ Recorded 24 tackles last season in reserve role. Chris Smith, Sr. 

DE — Michael Bennett Sr. Needs a big, consistent year for Aggies to thrive. Amos Gbunblee, Sr. 


LB Von Miller So. _Made the move from DE to LB with no problems. Derek Dumas, dr. 
LB Matt Featherston Jr. Athletic LB who makes plays sideline to sideline. Anthony Lewis, Jr. 


LB Johnathan Haynes Sr Big hitter made big improvements in the spring. Derrick Stephens, Fr. 
CB Arkeith Brown* Sr. __ Led team with eight PBU in 2007. Danny Gorrer, Sr. 


CB —_ Jordan Peterson Jr___ Opponents have tested him because of size (5-10). Chevar Bryson, Jr. 


SS Alton Dixon* Sr. __ Big hitter had 77 tackles last season. Jordan Pugh, Jr.” 
FS__ Devin Gregg* Sr__ Three-year starter is leader of the defense. Kenny Brown, So. 


*Returning Starter 


plenty of running plays, as Goodson is a 
human highlight reel, and a threat to go 
the distance every time he touches the 
ball. Goodson had 13 plays of 20 yards or 
more last season. 

Then there's Lane, the 285-pound (some- 
times more) fullback who has 44 career 
rushing touchdowns, tying the school re- 
cord. Lane is virtually unstoppable in short- 
yardage situations, and he has embraced the 
role of fullback under Sherman. 

The Aggies also are loaded with premier 
backups such as Jerrod Johnson at quar- 
terback, and Bradley Stephens, Keondra 
Smith and Cornell Tarrant at tailback. 

But the key questions are: Do the Ag- 
gies have enough quality linemen to open 
holes for the talented backs; and who will 
catch the passes thrown by McGee and 


Johnson? 

Wide receivers Pierre Brown, E.J. Shan- 
kle, Roger Holland and Howard Morrow 
have potential, but they have yet to prove 
they can be consistent playmakers. The 
only offensive linemen returning with 
any real starting experience are Michael 
Shumard and Travis Schneider. 


DEFENSE 


Texas A&M’s defense was decent at 
times last season. But at other times — 
usually against the better opponents — 
it was obvious the Aggies were a step slow. 

A&M gave up 30 points or more in half 
of its regular season games. 

One of the top priorities in Sherman's 
recruiting classes will be to dramatically im- 
prove the speed on defense. But he isn’t just 
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AGGIES RECRUITING 2008 


Jeff Fuller, WR 
Fuller went through spring drills and showed an aptitude for the game. 
He's physically as well-prepared as any Aggies freshman receiver in a 
decade. He also has the genes to succeed: His father played at A&M 
and in the NFL. 


Tony Jerod, DL 

The Aggies’ real task on defense will be overhauling their defensive 
front four. The work in the spring wasn’t exactly encouraging. New 
defensive coordinator Joe Kines has a history of using baptism by fire 
with defensive line recruits, and Jerod could be the guy who gets the 
first call. 


Cyrus Gray, RB 

Even though running back is a position of strength for the Aggies, it'll 
be hard keeping Gray off the field. And if Michael Goodson — who has 
been somewhat injury-prone during his career — goes down, Gray 
could get a real look. He also could be a factor in the return game. 


3 NEWCOMERS OF IMP ACT 


Pos. Hr. Wr. Stans HomeTown Scuoot 


Josh Ayers ol ooo 6-5 270 Euless, TX 
Rated as the nation’s No. 63 offensive tackle by Rivals.com. 


Etidle Brown T ooo 6-2 266 Waller, TX 
Rated as the nation’s No. 60 defensive tackle by Rivals.com. 


Aaron Buckley 1B OOo 6-1 225 Palacios, TX 
Recorded 147 tackles and 13 sacks his senior season. 


Ricky Cavanaugh 1B OO 6-2 215 Austin, TX Lyndon B, Johnson 
Recorded 137 tackles and 21 sacks in 2007. 


Blake Chavis DE OO°0 6-5 230 Beaumont, TX Westbrook 
Rated as the No. 76 overall prospect in Texas by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 24 strongside defensive end. 


LeRoy Chevaller 325 Houston, TX Yates 
Rated as the No. 70 overall prospect in Texas by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 30 offensive guard. 


Rod Davis T oo00 6-2 300 Aldine, TX Eisenhower 
Rivals250 selection... Rated as the No. 28 prospect in Texas...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 17 defensive tackle. 


Tommy Dorman oOo 6-3 204 North Richland Hills, TX Birdvile North Richland 
Rated as the No. 89 overall prospect in Texas by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 12 dual-threat quarterback. 


Adren Dorsey Tt ooo 64 Wler, TX John Tyler 
Rated as the No. 83 overall prospect in Texas by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 49 defensive tackle. 


Terrence Frederick DB O© 510 170. Katy, TX Katy 
Hat added sleeper late...As a senior, had nine interceptions and returned two for 
‘ouchdowns, 


Jeff Fuller WR OOOO 6-4 202 McKinney, TX Boyd 
Rivals100 selection...Rated as the No. 10 prospect in Texas...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 12 wide receiver. 


Keon Furtch DB OOO 62 180 Paris, X Paris 
Rated as the No. 72 overall prospect in Texas by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 40 safety. | 
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Committments 
Average Stars 


THE SLEEPER 


Brown is the type of local product that } Total Stars 
used to be a staple of the A&M pro- a ; 
gram. The Aggies were able to swoop (AGW CTS BIG 12: 4 


in in mid-January and steer him away 

from Nebraska. 2 00 9 NEEDS 
Expect a pro-style quarterback to be a prior- 
ity. But, really, the defense is the most press- 
ing problem. The Aggies need playmakers at 


any position on defense as A&M tries to 
resurrect the Wrecking Crew. 


Pos. Hr. Wr. Stars HomeTown Scuoot 


Cyrus Gray RB OOOO 6-0 188 DeSoto, IX DeSoto 
Rivals100 selection...Rated as the No. 11 prospect in Texas...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 5 running back. 


Derrick Hall AH ©O6O6 — 5-10 201 Beaumont, 1X Central 
fia selection...Rated as the No. 14 prospect in Texas...Rated as the nation’s 
0. 9 athlete. 


Trent Hunter 1b OOO 5-10 189. Katy, TX Katy 
Rated as the No. 77 overall prospect in Texas by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No, 44 safety. 


Jeffrey Hyde 1 oo°0 6-7 295 Colleyville, TX Covenant Christian Academy 
Rated as the nation’s No. 74 offensive tackle by Rivals.com. 


Tony Jerod DE ooo°o 6-5 255 DeSoto 
Rivals250 selection...Rated as the No. 23 prospect in a .Rated as the nation's 
No. 11 strongside defensive end. 


Chris Lathrop 1 000 6-4 288 Cypress, TX Cy-Fair 
Rated as the No. 65 overall prospect in Texas by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 


No. 22 offensive guard. 


Kyle Mangan BB OOO 6-2 225 Brenham, TX 
Rated as the nation’s No. 40 Inside linebacker by Rivals.com. 


Matt Moss DE ©OOO — 64 270 ElCajon,CA Grossmont €.C. 
Rated as the No. 32 junior college prospect in America by Rivals.com. 


Brian Thomas oh OOO 6-3 265 Pearland, TX Pearland 
Rated as the No. 64 overall prospect in Texas by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 34 offensive tackle. 


Joe Villavisencio = OL 6-4 305 Jacksonville, TX Jacksonville 
Aggies added another sleeper late...Second team All-State. 


K.d, Williams MH OOo 6-4 235 Norman, OK North 
Se Mb No. 5 overall prospect in Oklahoma by Rivals.com. ..Rated as the nation’s 
io. 51 athlete. 


Antirew DE COO°o 6-2 235 Lexington, TX Lexington 
Rated as the No. 44 overall prospect in Texas by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 15 strongside defensive end. 


Linoy's SPoRTS Annuals 187 


CHRIS ALEXANDER 
MATT ALMARAZ 
ALAN ARTZ 
FRANK AVERY 
DANNY BAKER 
BEN BASS 
JOHNATHAN BATSON 
RICHIE BEAN 
MARTELLUS BENNETT 
MICHAEL BENNETT 
CODY BEYER 
DON BISHOP 
BEN BITNER 
JUSTIN BRANTLY 
ARKEITH BROWN 
JEREMY BROWN 
KENNY BROWN 
PIERRE BROWN 
RED BRYANT 
CHEVAR BRYSON 
CHRIS CAFLISCH 
LORENZO CALLOWAY 
JARRET CANTU 
MARQUIS CARPENTER 
BILLY CHAVIS 
COREY CLARK 
LATRAEL COOPER 
MICHAEL COREY 
CORY DAVIS 
ALTON DIXON 
MARK DODGE 
TOMMY DORMAN 
DEREK DUMAS 
MICHAEL EBBITT 
EVAN EIKE 
KIRK ELDER 
ANDREW ENGRAM 
RAWLEY FARRELL 
MATT FEATHERSTON 
PRICE FERGUSON 
KERRY FRANKS 
PAUL FREENEY 
ROBBIE FROST 
JEFF FULLER 
AMOS GBUNBLEE 
COREY GIBAS 
MARCUS GOLD 

3 MIKE GOODSON 
DANNY GORRER 
DEVIN GREGG 
LEE GRIMES 
CHRIS HARRINGTON 
WILL HARRIS 
COLTON HAVERDA 
JOHNATHAN HAYNES 
KELLEN HEARD 
STEPHEN HODGE 
ROGER HOLLAND 
RANDLE JACKSON 
JEFF JOHNSON 
JERROD JOHNSON 
THOMAS JONES 
BURL JORDAN 
TYLER KOCIUBA 
NICK LAMANTIA 
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Humble 

San Antonio 
Cypress 
Galveston 
Sugar Land 
Plano 

San Antonio 
Marrero, LA 
Alief 

Alief 

San Antonio 
Katy 

Round Rock 
Sealy 

Fl Campo 

Fort Worth 
Putnam City, OK 
Duncanville 
Jasper 
Midland 

San Antonio 
Houston 
McAllen 
Melbourne, FL. 
Beaumont 
Spring Branch 
Cuero 

Delta, UT 
Conroe 
Lufkin 
Yerington, NV 
North Richland Hills 
Waco 
Westlake Village, CA 
Bryan 

Klein 

Lorena 

East Bernard 
Poughkeepsie, NY 
Katy 

Orange 
Houston 
Houston 
McKinney 
Cypress 
Covina 

Irving 

Kein 

Port Arthur 
Spring 
Brownwood 
Houston 
Lakewood, OH 
San Antonio 
Whittier, CA 
Wharton 
Richardson 
Houston 
Alief 
Friendswood 
Humble 
McAllen 
Rosebud 
Liberty Hilt 
Mission 


NG ROSTER 


JORVORSKIE LANE 
ANTHONY LEWIS 
BRANDON LEWIS 
KEVIN MATTHEWS 
JAMIE MCCOY 
TERRENCE MCCOY 
STEPHEN MCGEE 
JUSTIN MCQUEEN 
VON MILLER 
HOWARD MORROW 
MATT MOSS 

CORY MULTER 
CYRIL OBIOZOR 
RYAN O'BRYANT 
LUCAS PATTERSON 
ERIC PENNINGTON 
ANTONIO PERRY 
JORDAN PETERSON 
JORDAN PUGH 
GARY RANDALL 
TAYLOR RANDLE 
MATT RANKIN 
CRAIG RASCHKE 
COLBY RENFRO 
JODIE RICHARDSON 
DUSTIN RIEWE 
SPENCER ROBNETT 
CHARLES ROY 
JOSH RUSSELL 

Td. SANDERS 
TRAVIS SCHNEIDER 
E.J. SHANKLE 
MICHAEL SHUMARD 
CHRIS SMITH 
HENRY SMITH 
KEONDRA SMITH 
LIONEL SMITH 
RYAN STEINBRUNNER 
BRADLEY STEPHENS 
DERRICK STEPHENS 
MATT SZYMANSKI 
RYAN TANNEHILL 
CORNELL TARRANT 
EARVIN TAYLOR 
JOEY THOMAS 
DEMAURIER THOMPSON 
NICK TRICE 

DAVID TUFUGA 
MISI TUPE 

HAROLD TURNAGE 
RYAN VAUGHAN 
ANTHONY VELA 
CODY WALLACE 
PHILLIP WALTER 
MICHAEL WEEKS 
KEVIN WESTERMAN 
RYAN WHITMER 
CODY WILLIAMS 
GARRICK WILLIAMS 
VINCENT WILLIAMS 
DREW WILLIAMSON 
JEFF WOOD 

CHRIS YODER 
CHARLES YOUNG 


Housrown Former high school quarterback Jamie McCoy, 
Lufkin as he enters his fourth season at A&M, is 
Hatten Diy’ making an impact on the passing game ... as a 
Houston . < . 
Sugar Land pass catcher. During the spring, the Aggies 
Midland experimented with McCoy at tight end. The 
a experiment was a success. 
Dayton “Jamie has done a good job of stepping up 
DeSoto and being that guy we need at tight end,” quar- 
= terback Stephen McGee said. “Obviously, he’s 
Garden City going to put on some weight (he weighed 225 in 
ae the spring) so he can be a little more physical.” 
Tingsvile * One of the most impressive players in the 
Houston spring was senior linebacker Johnathan Haynes, 
—- a 6-2, 204-pound defender from Fullerton (Calif.) 
Plano Junior College. 
Buckholts “(Haynes) delivered some incredible hits,” 
ue said senior end Cyril Obiozor. “About two or 
Brownwood three times every week he would practically 
Reckal knock someone out.” 
a ® Nick LaMantia, the main 12th Man Kickoff 
Midland Team representative during Dennis Franchione’s 
eis final two seasons, was the top vote getter (by 
Goddard, KS fan text messages) during a halftime competi- 
Bellville tion at the spring game with five other 12th Man 
—— Kickoff Team hopefuls. 
Allen LaMantia won the right to represent the 12th 
Aticeville, AL Man Kickoff Team in the season opener against 
Arkansas State. 

e Mike Sherman and the A&M student body 
made instant connections, as the new coach 
reached out to students in numerous ways. He 
had forums with students, he visited dining halls 
on campus, and he allowed students to serve as 
honorary coaches for the spring game. 

Junior Joseph Delgado and freshman Courtney 
Roland, based on their YouTube videos, won the 

right to speak to the team, walk the sidelines, call 
a play and listen to the coaches on the headsets. 

© Texas A&M has had only two players — center 
Cody Wallace in 2007 and DB Melvin Bullitt in ‘06 
— selected to the All-Big 12 first team by the 
league's coaches in each of the past two years. 

© Starting center Kevin Matthews is short on 
playing experience, but he obviously has big- 
time potential in his genetics. Matthews is the 
son of NFL Hall of Famer Bruce Matthews. 
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waiting to find faster defenders. Sherman 
and new defensive coordinator Joe Kines 
made several personnel moves in the spring 
that already give the Aggies a quicker look. 
Sherman found some _ ball-hawking 
speedsters in outside linebackers Von 


Miller, Garrick Williams and Johnathan 
Haynes. 


Miller was an explosive defensive end 
last year, earning Freshman All-Big 12 
Williams, 


back, and Haynes, who came out of no- 


honors. a former defensive 
where in the spring, add plenty of speed 
to the Aggies’ 4-3 alignment. 

Juniors Matt Featherston and Anthony 
Lewis are waging a battle for the middle 
linebacker starting spot. Both give the Ag- 
gies more speed than they featured last year. 

A&M could be quicker and more ath- 
letic up front, too. 

End Cyril Obiozor, the only returning 
starter along the defensive line, is a big- 
time playmaker and relentless pass rusher. 
Tackle Kellen Heard also brings impressive 
size (6-6, 345) and surprising quickness to 
the interior line. The key to the defensive 
front may be senior Michael Bennett, an 
athletic end who has sometimes dominat- 
ed foes and sometimes struggled. 

With the return of veteran defensive backs 
such as Devin Gregg, Jordan Pugh, Jordan 
Peterson, Alton Dixon and Arkeith Brown, 
the Aggies have a chance to have one of the 
better pass defenses in the league. 

Gregg is a tremendous leader in the sec- 
ondary, while Pugh has great potential at 


one cornerback spot. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Placekicker Matt Szymanski handled 


the basics last season, going hitting six of 


six on field goal attempts from inside 30 

yards. The junior was unpredictable from 

further out, hitting only eight of 18. 
A&M would take a repeat performance 


from punter Justin Brantly, who averaged 
P y g 


Texas AEM's Winning Trend 1998-2007 — 
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m™ BRIGHTEST 


MOST VALURBLE PLAYER 


OB, Stephen McGee 
McGee, the ultimate team 
player, defended coach Dennis 
Franchione to the end, but he 
might benefit the most from 
the arrival of Mike Sherman 
and a new offense. McGee can | 
throw the football; he just | 

wasn't allowed to improvise 
under Franchione. ... McGee 
might go down in A&M his- 
tory as the “Longhorn killer.” 

He could become the first A&M QB since Corey 
Pullig to lead A&M to three straight wins over 
Texas. ... Eared his undergraduate degree in mar- 
keting in less than four years. 


LB. Von Miller 

The sophomore burst onto 
the scene in a big way last 
year, making 22 tackles, 
including four for loss and 
two sacks during his rookie 
campaign at defensive end. ... 
Improved dramatically as the 
season progressed, making 
five tackles and a sack at 
Missouri. ... Named to the 
Freshman All-Big 12 team by 
national publications. ... Switched from end to 
) outside linebacker in the spring and eamed com- 
parisons to some of the outstanding rush lineback- 
/ ers in A&M's past. ... Played linebacker in high 
school, so he is retuming to a familiar position. 
TOP NEWCOMER 
WR, Jeff Faller 
Graduated early from high 
school and enrolled as a true 
freshman at A&M in the 
spring, where he impressed 
coaches and teammates. ... 
Big receiver (6-4, 210) with 
huge hands and ability to 
manhandle defensive backs. 
.. Son of former linebacker 
Jeff Fuller, who played for the 
Aggies in early ‘80s and went 
on to play for the San Francisco 49ers. ... Originally 
committed to Oklahoma, but signed with A&M 
because of Mike Sherman's offensive approach. ... 
Caught 37 passes asa senior in high school. 
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Player Profile 


Devin Gregg 


—_—. 


S 


Defensive backs are programmed to have 
a short memory, but Texas A&M safety 
Devin Gregg remembers the first time he 
got burned. 

Gregg, during his junior season at West- 
field High in Spring, Texas — and despite 
being warned countless times about play- 
ing the pass first — burst toward the line 
of scrimmage to stop the run. 

It was too late to recover when he real- 
ized it was going to be a pass. Gregg had 
crossed the boundary into No Man’s Land, 
while the receiver he was supposed to 
be covering had discovered a wide-open 
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space. 

“Tt was a trick play, and I bit on the 
fake,” Gregg recalled. “Shortly thereafter, 
Coach (Cliff) Spencer came up with the 
glove idea.” 

The “glove idea” makes Gregg appear 
fidgety. Prior to each snap, he tugs on the 
wrist straps of his athletic gloves, loosen- 
ing the Velcro fastening and then pulling 
them tight again. Play after play, time af- 
ter time, game after game, Gregg performs 
the never-ending ritual of adjusting his 
glove straps. 

Ever since Gregg was fooled in high 
school, he has made a conscious effort to 
adjust his gloves as a reminder to himself 
to play the pass first. 

Spencer, his former defensive backs 
coach, came up with the idea. It helped 
Gregg earn All-State honors in high school, 
and it has helped him be a three-year 
starter at A&M. 

The ritual has also helped Gregg to 
never forget Spencer, who likely would 
be beaming with pride if he were able to 
watch Gregg today. Spencer was an A&M 
graduate who formed an especially tight 
bond with Gregg. 

Spencer, four days before Christmas in 
2003, then in his late 20s, died when he 
was ejected from a car while heading for 
a hunting trip. He was pronounced dead 
at the scene, leaving a young toddler and 
a pregnant wife at home. 

Time has healed the wounds Gregg in- 
curred after the death of his frierid and 
coach. The senior all-conference candidate 
says he will never forget Spencer and his 
family. 

“I’m busy so I don’t get a chance to 
keep in touch with his wife and kids as 
much as I would like,” said Gregg, who 
had 74 tackles last year. “But his dad 
works at a College Station dealership, 
and I’ve talked to him when I got my 
car fixed. (Coach Spencer) will always be 
a huge part of my career.” 

And a continuing part of his play-by- 
play ritual. 


44.2 yards and helped the Aggies lead the 
Big 12 in net puhting. 

Roger Holland and Jordan Peterson are 
solid punt returners, and the Aggies are 
hoping for big runbacks from Pierre Brown 
or Bradley Stephens on kickoffs. Stephens 
looked particularly explosive in the spring. 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


The non-conference schedule is high- 
lighted by a chance at redemption on 
Sept. 20 when Miami comes to College 
Station. A&M was embarrassed last year 
on national television by the Hurricanes, as 
Miami ran off to a 31-0 lead before win- 
ning 34-17. That game marked the begin- 
ning of the end for Dennis Franchione. 

A&M has a favorable conference sched- 
ule, as the Aggies do not face new North 
Division heavyweights Kansas and Missouri 
and meet two South Division favorites — 
Oklahoma and Texas Tech — at home. 

The conference opener at Oklahoma 
State could go a long way toward deter- 
mining the capabilities of the 08 Aggies. 
A loss at OSU could be devastating, while 


a win over the Cowboys could propel 
A&M to a 4-1 start in Big 12 play. 
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5 Recor: S-4 MWC record: 6-2 (2nd) —s_‘ $F 


junior Eric Herbort will carry into the fall. Calhoun 
suggested Herbort might have a tiny edge, but said 


COACH: Troy Calhoun — At Air Force and overall: 
9-4, 1 year 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Clay Hendrix, Blane Morgan it is very possible he will play two quarterbacks, at 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Tim DeRuyter least to open the season. 

LAST LEAGUE TITLE: 1985 There eer sa ht 

LAST TIME DIDN'T GO BOWLING: 2006 ere is also a distinct possibility one could be 
RETURNING STARTERS: 10; 3 offense, 5 defense, developed from either the Air Force Prep School or 


punter, kicker 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: TE Travis Dekker, 0G Nick Charles, the incoming freshman ranks. 


Falcons In A Box 


| DE Ryan Kemp, OLB Andre Morris Calhoun came in during a rare cycle when he 
PRIMARY + Solid defense and special teams inherited a senior dominated group. Now, he has 
} will carry the Falcons while the offense adjusts to a new Gih f ff 
| signal caller. Travis Dekker caught 25 passes last season only three returning starters on offense. 
— an unheard of number for recent Air Force tight ends The service academy can’t instantly reload 
| before Cathoun’s arrival. oa fs 
| J) POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: 1's doubtful Air Force will through junior college transfers, Calhoun knows it Eee 
settle on a quarterback early and there could be more will take time to get his own players In place. ep th ( 4 h art ” 
than one starter before it’s over. A big playmaker will Se he Ce 
have to develop to follow the role of TB Chad Hall if pit 
the Falcons are going to contend again in the race. DEFENSE ‘Offense 
This area needs improvement after the Falcons Pos. Name Ht Wt. Ch 
ranked next-to-last in the conference in pass defense ‘OBW Neve Heron 514185) r, 
OFFENSE and gave up almost 30 points per game. Shea Smith 511 190 Sr. 
The triple option game, for all its evolution Senior end Ryan Kemp anchors a line with six FB ‘Todd Newell 5-10 210 Sr. 
away from the wishbone elements, had long lost of seven starters retuning, the most experienced Jared Tew 6-1__205__ So 
its surprise element within the Mountain West. area of the entire squad. The rare depth up front TB kyle Lumpkin 5-9 180 So. 
Air Force would always get its yardage, but MWC allows Calhoun to hint at some four-man fronts as pues sp ae 


opponents were prepared enough to keep the — an alternative to the base 3-4. Ram sear Otittana CS eels 
- , 5 5 Spencer Armstrong 6-1 195 Sr. 
Falcons from scoring the points needed to be overly Kemp had 54 tackles, including 8.5 for loss, en 


: WR Ty Paffett 5-11 180 Sr. 
successful. route to honorable mention all-conference honors. isdatierman Tern ange) alee 
a F "i ; ; Bee ‘ __Kyle Halderman edd 17550. 
Enter Troy Calhoun, former offensive coordi- There’s good competition at linebacker. Only a TE Travis Dekker* 6-4 245 Sr 
nator of the Houston Texans. No, Air Force didn’t sophomore, 6-3, 230-pound outside ‘backer Andre Steve Shaffer 64.00 e230" Sol 
have the personnel to run a pro passing attack, but — Morris is expected to develop into Air Force's next LT Keith Williams* 6-6 275 Sr. 
it did have all-purpose back Chad Hall. Midway __ great defender. Matt Markling 6-6 270__—‘So. 
through the season, the MWC Offensive Player It’s a rebuilding year for the secondary, hav- LG Nick Charles” Gor 285 Jr 
of the Year took over the offense, migrating from ing lost three starters. Sophomore corner Reggie Sen SAAR As Bg Se 
a receiver position into the backfield. Rembert, who played in every game last season, Bree craves 84 eat St 
: : : , Michael Hampton 6-2) 275 dr 
The results with the new look included the making 22 tackles, had a good spring to secure Ratatat 5a ET PO 
nation’s third-best turnaround — a gain of five a spot on top of the depth chart. Seieeeee Wein #8 
victories — and Mountain West Coach of the RT Chris Campbell 63. 270.~°~«SIr. 
Year honors for Calhoun. SPECIAL TERMS Ben Marshall 6-4 245 So. 
The difference was nearly 300 yards rushing Senior Ryan Harrison again takes on the dual Detens 
: ; : , A Sarin Weiense 
a game, second in the nation and Air Force’s best role after averaging 42.9 yards a punt, kicking uments ae we a 
total since 2002. Hall set the school’s all-purpose —_a school record 19 field goals and leading the con- = : er 
yardage record with 2,683 yards. It is unlikely just ference with 32 touchbacks on kickoffs. Rembert a da Go ZS ST 
é ; R ‘ , A . Ryan Gonzales 6-3 300d. 
one player can replace him. inherits Hall’s punt and kickoff return duties. 

i * “ons “7 . NG Ben Garland* 6-5 270 Jr 
Senior Ty Paffett is penciled into the ‘Z’ receiver hea Marthe ye Pe Goh 
slot where Hall first started a year ago, and had more OVERVIEW SERA ee 

rushing touchdowns a year ago than any returning The Falcons might have surprised themselves a Rick Ricketts 6:3 260__So. 
Falcon. Paffett might actually have more open-field year ago with a second-place finish while maximiz- OLB Andre Morris 6-3 230 So. 
speed than Hall — which he showed with a 73-yard ing their senior talent on offense. There’s no ques- Myles Morales 6-3 250 Or 
run against San Diego State last season. tion the program is back on solid footing. If some- TLB John Falgout 6-0 225 Ir. 
Rebuilding also includes the quarterback posi- one can take control at quarterback, the Falcons —__Justin Moore 5110215 
tion, and the battle between senior Shea Smith and should grab one of the MWC’s four bowl berths. 1L8 Ken Lamendola 6-2 230 So, 
Brandon Reeves 6-1 230 Sr. 
OLB Hunter Altman* 6-0 215 Sr. 
frie 66) mace 
ee . . ———— 4 CB Brenton Byrd 5-10 190 Jr. 
SOUTHERN UTAH (8-4, 6-2) OFFENSE = PERGAME RANK Elliott Battle 5-9 170 _So. 
at Wyoming N td CAROLINA eas : Scoring 29.9 48 CBigmniRegule Rembere er 475) So: 
at Houston a Rushing 299.5 2 Kevin Rivers 6-0 193 Sr. 
Houston = w TCU (OT) 20-17 —— Kevin Rivers 6) 93S 
UTAH =k BYU 631} Passing 119.8 118 SS Chris Thomas* 5-11 205 Jr, 
NAVY Lat Navy 20-31 Total 4194 39 Stephan Atrice 6-1 190__So. 
at San Dieqo State 4 WS CUUNLV. 31-14 FS Aaron Kirchoff 6-1 205 Sr 
BisenDIbvO Sie Tw atColorada Ste 4521. || DENSE | PERGAME RAM Luke Yeager 6) 195 Ss, 
E W WYOMING 20-12" | Scoring aE i . 
NEW MEXIC Lat New Mexico 31-34 Rushing 136.5 45 Special Teams — 
i aamy (WORM gig. | Pom mea 
COLORADO STATE meee oats ‘ PK Ryan Harrison* 61 180 Sr. 
; W SANDIEGOSTATE 55-23 
Nov BYU Armed Forces Bow! TOMARGIN PERGAME RANK P Ryan Harrison* 6-1 180 © Sr. 
N \- TCU, | PL i o 40 AT 15 ' 
Nov.22  atTCU = -L___vs California 36-42 + + UgaGiaieg Saree tiieald 
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AT A GLANCE 


19; 10 offense, 8 defense, punter 


9-4 overall, 4-4 Big 12 (1-3, South) 


Mike Leach — At Texas Tech ak overall: 
65-37, 8 years 


RETURNING STARTERS J 


0G Louis Vasquez, WR Eric Morris, — 
FS Darcel McBath, DE Brandon Williams, 
LB Marlon Williams, LB Brian Dane 


PRIMARY STRENG THS 


* The offense returns virtually everyone and 
should again be one of the nation’s most _ 


prolific and effective passing attacks, 


_ The defense also continues to make 


_ tremendous strides under coordinator _ 


Ruffin McNeill. 
POTENTIAL PROBLEMS 


Tech must be on top of its game every 


week once the conference race begins, 
something the Raiders have never done. 
‘Tech is notorious for losing games it 
shouldn't or failing to show up for a game 
or two. There is enough talent to beat 
anybody, but can they avoid sarae 
themselves? 


_ WR Danny Amendola, SS Joe Garcia, 


CB Chris Parker, PK Alex Trlica 


‘Texas Tech hasn't won an outright confer- 
ence title since 1955. If the Raiders are _ 
ever going to do it, this is the year. Tech’s 

offense should be sensational, andthe 


' defense just keeps getting better. Tech 
| needs to prove it can be consistently good 
‘week in and week out. If the Raiders do 


that, then a league title is within reach. 
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f QB Graham Harrell, ‘WR Michael ae a 


TEXAS TECH 


- For more coverage of the Red Raiders, ‘visit ww. texastech. rivals.com 


TEXAS 


TECH REO RAIDERS 


TEXAS 


More Points, More Passes ... and Better Defense 


i) ges Tech’s “Air Raid” offense en- 
ters the season with even higher ex- 
pectations than normal — if that’s even 
possible. 

Wide receiver Michael Crabtree led 
the nation in receptions and receiving 
yards last season, while Graham Har- 
rell became the sixth quarterback in 
NCAA history to pass for 5,000 yards 
in a season. 

But the prolific passing pair spent the 
offseason talking about the need to im- 
prove communications, 

“We need to get on the same page 
more often,” Crabtree said. “We really 
want to elevate our game. That goes for 
the whole offense. With so many vet- 
erans, there’s no excuse for not being 
on top of our game every time we take 
the field.” 

In other words, expect more points. 

Meanwhile, the Red Raiders led the Big 
12 in passing defense (12th nationally), 
and Tech — a school that has sometimes 
appeared to disregard its own defense 
— actually led the entire league in total 
defense over the final eight games of last 
season. But you would never know that 
by talking to the returning players. 

“We've got a lot to prove,” said defen- 
sive end Brandon Williams. “(Defensive 
coordinator Ruffin McNeill) isn’t going 
to put up with the mistakes we made last 
year or the inconsistencies. It’s time for 
us to step it up.” 

Translation: Defensive expectations 
are also skyrocketing on the South 
Plains. 


Tech earned its eighth straight post- 
season bid under Mike Leach last sea- 
son, winning its fifth bowl in the last 
six tries. Under Leach, the Raiders have 
won 65 games since 2000 (third most in 
the Big 12), and they have won at least 
eight games in six consecutive seasons. 

Tech is the only school in the Big 12 
to be bowl eligible every year since the 
creation of the conference. 

But listen closely to the players. The 
Raiders are far from satisfied, and they’re 
intent on being recognized this season as 
one of the prominent programs in the 
country. 

“We know all about going to bowl 
games and winning bowl games,” said 
defensive back Darcel McBath. “Our 
goal this year is to win the Big 12.” 

That has never happened. In fact, Tex- 
as Tech never won an outright South- 
west Conference title, either, although 
the Raiders did share top SWC honors 
in 1976 and ‘94, 

With 19 returning starters, including 
10 on offense, this could be the best team 
Tech has fielded in decades. If Leach and 
the Raiders are ever going to make a se- 
rious push for supremacy in the Big 12, 
now is the time to do it. 


OFFENSE 


Texas Tech has never had a Heisman 
Trophy winner, although that could 
change this season with receiver Mi- 
chael Crabtree or quarterback Graham 
Harrell. 


Crabtree, although only a sophomore, 
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is one of the nation’s top receivers. He 
compiled almost 2,000 receiving yards 
a year ago and scored 22 touchdowns, 
all while still learning the position. 

Crabtree, who won the Biletnikoff 
Award as the nation’s top receiver, open- 
ly discussed his desire to win the Heis- 
man in ’08. After what he did in his 
rookie season, it might not be wise to 
bet against him. 

If he doesn’t win, maybe his quarter- 
back should. Tech’s offense is so consis- 
tent in producing gaudy passing num- 
bers that Harrell often doesn’t receive 
the recognition he deserves. Harrell is 
probably the most polished and physi- 
cally talented quarterback the Red Raid- 
ers have had under Leach. 

Harrell has passed for 10,260 yards 
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RB Shannon Woods* Sr.___Already has scored 26 career touchdowns. Kobey Lewis, Jr. 


WR Michael Crabtree* So. Too big and too fast for virtually any CB to defend. Todd Walker, Jr. 
WR _ Edward Britton” Jr. Fourth-leading receiver with 48 catches last year. Lyle Leong, So. 


WR Eric Morris* Sr.___ Produced nine receiving touchdowns in 2007. Adam James, Fr. 
WR Detron Lewis So. __Only new starter in the offensive lineup. Tramain Swindall, Fr. 
(T Rylan Reed* Sr. Former baseball player allowed one sack last year. Mickey Okafor, Fr. 
LG Louis Vasquez* Sr.___One of the top OL in Texas Tech history. Stephen Hamby, Jr. 
C d Jr. Solid blocker and snapper in the shotgun set. Justin Keown, So. 
RG _ Brandon Carter* Jr Massive blocker (6-7, 334) is one of the Big 12's best. Stephen Hamby, Jr. 
RT Marlon Winn* Js. Took over starting job midway through 2007. __Jake Johinson, Sr. 
“Returning Starter 


' Defe ense 


2007 Stats: 177.0 ypg rushing (10th in Big 12/82nd NCAA), 188.4 yng passing (1st/ zi, 365.4 Yas total ottense divine: 25.9 ppg (Sth ae) 


DE Jake Ratliff* Sr. sea nude 10 tackles for loss in two years. Daniel Howard, Jr. 


NT Colby Whitlock* ___ So. __ Freshman All-American had 8.5 TFLs. Bobby Agoucha, Fr. 
DT _ Rajon Henley* Quick and strong; was hero in the Gator Bowl. Richard Jones, Jr, 
DE Brandon Williams* Jr. Team leader with six sacks in 2007. Sandy Riley, Jr. 


LB Bront Bird So. Needs bic Tyrone Sonier, Fr. 


LB Brian Duncan* So. Has made a smooth transition to MLB. Victor Hunter, Jr. 

‘LB Marlon Williams* __—_Jr._Has the chance to be big-play LB. Blake Collier, ut 

CB Jamar Wall* Jr. Excellent cover corner had five picks in '07. LaRon Moore, So. 

CB Marcus Bunton __—_Sr.__Willbe tested early and often opposite Wall Pete Richardson, dr 
SS__ Anthony Hines Sr. Good hitter should not miss a beat as starter. Lance Fuller, Sr. 

FS Darcel McBath* Sr. Savvy veteran had 73 tackles and two picks in’O7, Daniel Charbonnet, Sr. 
“Returning Starter 


and 86 touchdowns in the past two sea- 
sons. He needs 43 touchdown passes 
this year — his average over the past two 
seasons — to break the NCAA record 
for scores (131), set last year by Hawaii’s 
Colt Brennan. 

Harrell completed 71.8 percent of 
his attempts last year, led the nation in 
passing and earned MVP honors at the 
Gator Bowl. If he can do a better job of 
protecting the football — he threw 14 
picks in 2007 — he could shatter plenty 
of NCAA records. 

Ed Britton, Detron Lewis and Eric 
Morris also are also solid receivers, while 
the offensive line could be one of the 
best units in school history. It returns 
intact, led by left guard Louis Vasquez. 


The Raiders are still unsettled at 


running back, but any of the top four 
prospects (Aaron Crawford, Shannon 
Woods, Kobey Lewis or Baron Batch) 
seems capable of producing solid num- 


bers. 


DEFENSE 

The fact that Tech’s offense is loaded 
with promising playmakers is not un- 
usual. What makes this team appear to 
be a more legitimate contender for the 
Big 12 Conference crown is what is hap- 
pening on defense. 

Ever since Ruffin McNeill took over 
as defensive coordinator following a bit- 
terly disappointing loss at Oklahoma 
State last Sept. 22, the Raiders have been 
so good on defense that they are even 
frustrating their own offense. 
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RED RAIDERS RECRUITING 2008 


>» se i MeKinner Dixon, DE 
Dixon rejoins the roster after spending two years in junior college. 
“lq During his true freshman campaign, he earned the earliest start on 
defense for a player in the Mike Leach era. He is poised to bolster the 
defensive line, already going through spring practice. 


) Brandon SeSay, DE 

SeSay was the top signee in this class. He originally signed with 
Georgia out of high school and has since turned himself into a 6-7, 
275-pound pass-rushing specialist. He could earn himself a starting 
job immediately. 


Donnie Carona, K 
Replacing Alex Trlica won't be easy. Carona put 80 percent of his 
kickoffs into the end zone in high school. 


3 NELUCOMERS OF IMP ACT 


Pos. Hr. Wr. Stars HomETOWwN Scuoot 


Donnie Carona kK oo 6-0 210 Beaumont, TX Kelly 
Chose Texas Tech over Baylor...Second-team All-State...Hit four of five field goal 
attempts...Averaged 42.2 yards per punt...Rushed for 792 yards and nine touchdowns. 


Cody Davis 6-2 Stephenville, TX 
Second-team all-state selection. 


Stephenville 


McKinner Dixon DE OOoOo 6-3 275 Cisco, TX 
Rated as the No. 15 junior college prospect in America by Rivals.com. 


Cisco C.0. 


Seth Doege wb ooo 6-2 200 Wolfforth, TX Frenship 
Rated as the No. 71 overall prospect in Texas by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 18 pro-style quarterback. 


Comelius Douglas ATH OOS 5-9 180 Lawton, OK Lawton 
deg as es No. 9 overall prospect in Oklahoma by Rivals.com. ..Rated as the nation’s 
lo. 71 athlete. 


Fowler DE Oooo 6-4 260 Oklahoma City, OK Westmoore 
Rated as the No. 12 overall prospect in Oklahoma by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 37 strongside defensive end. 


Deveric Gallington OL OOO 6-4 320 North Richland Hills, TX Richland 
Rated as the No. 69 overall prospect in Texas by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 23 offensive guard. 


Ryan Haliburton Wolfforth, TX Frenship 
Rated as the No. 94 overall prospect in Texas by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 30 strongside defensive end. 


DE OOO 6-4 234 


Harrison Jeffers RB OOGO 5-9 195 Lawton, OK Eisenhower 
Rated as the No. 4 overall prospect in Oklahoma by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 11 all-purpose back. 


Joe King ol ooo 6-6 297 Oklahoma City, OK City North 
Rated as the No. 15 overall prospect in Oklahoma by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 79 offensive tackle. 
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Committments 
Average Stars 


666006 
66666 


THE SLEEPER 


66606 


Total Stars 
National Rank: 45 


2009 NEEDS 


Defensive backs and linebackers will be the 
focus of Tech's 2009 class since only one 
linebacker and two defensive backs signed 
this year. You'll see the Red Raiders sign 
their customary four offensive line prospects 
and one quarterback, but defense is where 
the coaches will focus. 


Comelius Douglas, WR 

Douglas was offered scholarships at 
five positions. But Leach sees him as 
Tech's next playmaking inside receiver, 
in the mold of Wes Welker and Danny 
Amendola. Douglas may redshirt, but 
it wouldn't surprise anyone in Lubbock 
if he contributed right away. 


BIG 12: 10 


Pos. Hr. Wr. Stars Hometown Scuoot 


Broderick Marshall DE OOO 6-5 280 Tyler, TX Tyler Junior College 
Rated as the No. 83 junior college prospect in America by Rivals.com. 


Terry McDaniel oh ooo 6-7 333 Diana, TX 
Rated as the nation’s No. 71 offensive tackle by Rivals.com. 


Brandon Reid AH OOO 6-2 208 El Paso, TX 
Rated as the nation’s No. 88 athlete by Rivals.com. 


Routt 1B OOO 6-0 205 Coffeyville, KS Coffeyville 6.0. 
Signed with Texas Tech out of high school...Then redshirted one year at Coffeyville 
and will have three years to play. 


Brandon SeSay DE OOOO 6-7 275 Visalia, CA College of the Sequoias 
Rated as the No. 11 junior college prospect in America by Rivals.com. 


Austin Zouzalik AH OO 6-1 175 Lubbock, TX Coronado 
Red Raiders added sleeper late...Threw for 2,908 yards and 25 touchdowns and 
rushed for 971 yards and 15 TDs as a senior. 
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| [ NgTEBOOK i) 


y wa SS 


TER 


—SESE > 


ase ee eee 


Honerows . + WT. Hometown dam James, the son of former SMU star run- 
GERARDO ACEVEDO : Mission RICHARD JONES : LaMarque ning back and current college football 
MICHAEL AGUILAR - Harlingen SHANE JONES R511 Kerrville announcer Craig James, had a productive spring 
ADRIAN ARCHIE : Huntsville JUSTIN KEOWN 6-4 Anderson, SC at inside receiver for the Red Raiders. 
68_BRITOM BARBEE DT 62" 293 So Aen QONATHANLACOUR P22 Kingwood James, a redshirt freshman, earned the praise 
ce I a ey of Mike Leach and inside receivers coach 
Lad es Giessa_ 22_DETRONLEWIS _WR_6-1_198_So_College Station Lincoln Riley for his work ethic and hands. His 
SR RN A a oS | i dad was seen around a few practices, as well. 
® Split end Edward Britton was arrested and 
SESE, MCRAE) St 096 2 Se el sent to Lubbock County Jail in early April when, 
ao : = Se es et eee after a traffic stop, officers found a warrant for 
ee = Britton’s arrest stemming from an alleged alter- 
cation at a bar two years earlier. 


EDWARD BRITTON El Paso STEFAN LOUCKS “1163 Little Rock, AR 
MARCUS BUNTON LE r Taylor DARCEL MCBATH 


Midwest City, OK 
SHAWN BYRNES : Phoenix, AZ ERIC MORRIS 


Shallowater 
JACK CAMPBELL - Bakersfield, CA 
JOE CAPP . Riot Britton did not miss practice time, and Leach 
BRANDON CARTER h fioiigeae aaa examen a aile oa said it was a dead issue that would not be dis- 
DANIEL CHARBONNET ‘ The Woodlands ho ee ee cussed unless something else surfaced. 


. aCe ee Ss fy ® Texas Tech’s victory over Virginia in the Jan. 
TAYLOR CHARBONNET The Woodlands santa OHARA : rae ry g 


LANCE CLARK Q Celina ea ne eee a ear 1, 2008, Gator Bowl was its 10th bowl win in 


BLAKE COLLIER : Justin aera ; eee school history, Half of those victories have come 
MICHAEL CRABTREE Dallas PR eel ae ek aan $ aise in the past six years. 

AARON CRAWFORD Ming S FD Tas wae, Lee LMG RELL ean ¢ Tech might have received a huge lift when 
DOMINIQUE DELPECHE : Le a ag ROT Gane Tl oe prior to the start of spring practices the NCAA 


BRETT DEWHURST : cD ra i Se Sais cleared defensive tackle Chris Perry to play in 


eh x Buonowge th sy ADRIAN REDSE TEST OT sk sLangview: 2008. Perry originally signed with Miami (Fla.) in 
ee es Laat pT a a ee ee February 2007 and then redshirted. He trans- 
oo SS aT. FTIR Gy oe Re pene ferred to Tech at mid-term and was cleared to go 
JORDY ROWLAND 1 Nazareth through spring drills with the Red Raiders. 
DESHON SANDERS 4 Hobbs, NM e L.A. Reed came to Tech as a promising 
CHRIS SCOTT 1 Frisco receiver, but he spent the spring of his senior 
BRANDON SHARPE : Lyons, GA season at strong safety. Reed proved to be a 
STEVEN SHEFFIELD 4 175 Pflugerville proficient tackler on special teams, and he might 
TYRONE SONIER : Missouri City play more at safety than at receiver. 
CLINT STOFFELS A Gainesville Leach was so flustered with his offense after 
hin ne nh i a Rape eae NATHAN STONE : Lubbock the Red-Black spring game that he wondered if 
RYAN HALE . Baytown -21_TRAMAINSWINDALL WR __6-3_176__Fr_Oklahoma City, OK_ Tech could beat Lubbock High. 
STEPHEN HAMBY ; San Antonio JOSH TACKETT 1 Corsicana “I think (the head of our offensive players 
6 GRAHAM HARRELL . Ennis -« @6_CARTERTODD WR 6-2 285 Fr Merced, CA_ are) in the newspaper,” Leach told the Lubbock 
STEVEN HARRIS 5 Lewisville LOUIS VANAIEL 66 _ 335 Corsicana Avalanche-Journal. 
RASHAD HAWK 4 Coppers Cove -28_LASHARW VAT, S159. 196 tivig "I think those guys are reading too many 
RADON HENLEY . Galveston TODD WALKER : Prlugerville press clippings, buying into everyone saying how 
ANTHONY HINES . Dentin, 3 _SAMARIWALL 9D 510195" Raivio good they are. They haven’t played a down yet 
LANDON HOEFER : abies) | Pe. SER LS Pe a pee this year. They haven’t proven a thing. We don’t 


DANIEL, HOWARD ; wichita 5S 23 COMBY. HIN ae ae AL Stn know that we can beat Lubbock High School 
JULIUS HOWARD ‘ Irving BRANDON WILLIAMS <5 Fort Worth right now.” 


VICTOR HUNTER y Irving MARLON WILLIAMS 2! Pflugerville 


BRAD NAMDAR ; Plano 
DAVID NEILL : Flower Mound 


SANDY RILEY Houston 


SEAN ESTELLE Z Missouri City 


SAM FEHOKO Honolulu, HI 
JARED FLANNEL Brazoria 
CORY FOWLER : The Woodlands 
JACOBY FRANKS Orange 
LANCE FULLER . Smithson Valley 
JERROD GOOCH : Vidor 
3,3, GRIFFIN Odessa 


ADAM JAMES * Celina MARLON WINN Waxahachie 
JAKE JOHNSON ° Blessing SHANNON WOODS - McKinney & 


(9-4, 4-4) 


at SMU 


= 

|> 

- 

oe 
Le 
: 


| 
! 
| 


Cmp Cz at Rice 59-24 ys | 
/ 3 - a 
3 L OKLAHOMA STATE 45-49 | 
; WwW NORTHWESTERN ST. 15-7.) 
RUSHING Gain PP — ——— < 
5. Woods : 4 450 . Ww lowa State 42-17 
K, Lewis : 175 & We es Texas A&M . . 35-7 a 
mL at Missouri 10-41 
RECEIVING . Yds See ——— nf 
M. Crabtree 125 1861 bil Colorado 26-31 | 
D. Amendola 12 1177 ° ., 
E.Moris 12 66 690 on sae Ld nae 
L at Texas 43-59 


Tackles: J. Garcia 79, 0. McBath 72, M. Williams 71 
Interceptions: J. Wall 5, 0. McBath 2, three tied with 1 
Sacks: B. Williams 5, 8. Henley 3.5, D. Howard 2.5 = 


Tackes for loss: B. Williams 11.5, C. Whitlock 8.5, two tied with 6.5 Gator Bowl j | 


vs. Virginia - 


q Oklahom: 34-27 
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Tech’s defense often outplayed the of- 
fense this spring, winning scrimmages 
and the annual Red-Black Game. It was 
the continuation of an inspiring and 
impressive trend that began last fall and 
carried Tech to the top of many statisti- 
cal categories among Big 12 defenses. 

“We are playing defense with supreme 


confidence,” free safety Darcel McBath 
said. “Our goal is to be the No. 1 de- 
fense in the Big 12.” 

That is no longer a preposterous state- 
ment. McBath, who has 26 career starts, 
and left cornerback Jamar Wall, who had 
five interceptions last year, are leaders in 
the secondary. 

Even the top candidates to step into 
new starting roles — Marcus Bunton 
at right corner, and Anthony Hines or 
conyerted receiver L.A. Reed at strong 
safety — are seniors with plenty of pre- 
vious playing experience. 

The front seven is loaded with prov- 
en performers. End Brandon Williams 
should be a terrific pass rusher, while 
tackles Rajon Henley and Colby Whit- 
lock are big-time run-stoppers. Senior 
end Jake Ratliff played a major role in 
the defensive revival last fall, but trans- 
fers Daniel Howard and McKinner Dix- 
on could take over his starting role. 

Sophomore Brian Duncan anchors the 
middle of the linebacking corps. Sopho- 
more Bront Bird and redshirt freshman 
Tyrone Sonier are waging a heated battle 
to fill the strongside linebacker. And ju- 
nior Marlon Williams is back at weak- 
side linebacker, where he recorded 81 


tackles last year. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Tech will miss the consistency of Alex 
Trlica, who converted 233 consecutive 
extra point attempts. True freshman 
Donnie Carona is one of the leading 


candidates to replace him, although 


Texas Tech's Winning Tread 1998-2007 


lhead = sce eas 
BRIGHTEST 


MOST VALUABLE PLAYER 


Graham Harrell, OB 

There might not a more 
composed or cool passer in 
the country than the incom- 
‘ing third-year starter. ... 
_ Harrell, who won the Sammy 
_ Baugh Trophy last year as the 
| nation’s top passer, is a threat 
) to throw for 400, 500 or 600 
yards any time he takes the 
field. .,, He has been espe- 
cially good in bowl games. 
Harrell was the MVP of the Gator Bowl last year and 
was the Offensive MVP of the 2006 Insight Bowl. ... 
His career passing percentage is 69.4, 


EMERGING STAR 


Michael Crabtree, WR 
This could easily be 
| Crabtree’s last year in 
Lubbock; the redshirt sopho- 
more will be eligible for the 
NFL Draft in 2009. ... In 
) addition to being such a big 
target (6-3, 208), Crabtree is 
deceptively fast and fearless 
across the middle, ... Crabtree 
averaged 10.2 points per 
) game last season (22 touch- 
downs and 132 total Points), canada seventh 
nationally in’ scoring. He is the first Tech 
receiver to lead the team in scoring since Lloyd 
Hill in 1992. 


TOP NELUCOMER 
MeKinner Dixon, DE 


He's back, ... OK, McKinner 
Dixon is perhaps not really 
brand new, but he is back on 
the roster after earning } 
Freshman All-American hon- 
ors during Tech's 2005 
Cotton Bowl season. Dixon 
lost his eligibility for aca- 
demic reasons and began a | 
long climb back to Lubbock. 

. Led Cisco (Texas) Junior ~ 
Callge with nine sacks and 68 tackles last fall. 
.. Went through spring ball and played well. 
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Player Profile 


‘Old Man’ McBath 
Leads Revived D 


Texas Tech free safety Darcel McBath, 
with three younger sisters at home, is 
quite familiar with being considered “the 
man of the house.” 

The senior does acknowledge his new 
status as “the old man” of the Red Raider 
defense has been a bit of an adjustment. 

“T do feel pretty old,” said McBath, who 
arrived on the Tech campus in 2004. 

“Most of the guys I came with are gone 
now. They've been drafted or they have 
jobs now. I've seen a lot of guys come and 
go. It gives me a unique perspective on our 
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defensive history and what we are doing 
now.” 

McBath has been around Lubbock long 
enough to know that Tech’s defense has 
long been perceived as the weak link of 
the team and has long been blamed for not 
holding up its end of the bargain. 

Texas Tech’s offense under Mike Leach 
has been known for its fireworks; the de- 
fense has been known for flameouts. 

That began to change last year once 
Leach promoted Ruffin McNeill to defensive 
coordinator prior to the fifth game of the 
season. The Raiders responded to the fiery 
McNeill’s style by leading the Big 12 in to- 
tal defense during the last eight games of 
the season. 

The personable McBath, who had 73 
tackles last year, was a big part of that de- 
fensive revival. The senior is heading into 
his final year in Lubbock with a sense there 
is a change in the way fans, students and 
fellow players view the Tech defenders. 

“I just sense that people on our own 
campus look at us with a little more respect 
after the way we played defense down the 
stretch,” McBath said. 

“It makes me feel really good, obviously. 
And it makes you want to work even harder 
to prove that we have a great defense to go 
along with the great offense that everyone 
knows about.” 

The defense actually ended up steal- 
ing the spotlight throughout much of the 
spring, although McBath is careful not to 
pit the defense against the offense. 

“We're a team, first and foremost,” he 
said. 

“This is the best team I've been a part 
of in terms of talent, leadership, chemis- 
try and work ethic since I’ve been around 
here. This team has real balance, and we 
can win a shootout or we can win a defen- 
sive battle. We've got youth, and we've got 
old guys like me.” 


walk-ons Cory Fowler and Brad Nam- 
dar could also handle kicking responsi- 
bilities. 

The punting chores are in the capable 
hands of Jonathan LaCour, who aver- 
aged 42.6 yards last season. Eric Morris 
and Jamar Wall are likely to handle punt 
returns, while Edward Britton, L.A. 
Reed and Detron Lewis were all valuable 


kickoff returners last season. 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


The Raiders should not have any 
problems ironing out the kinks through 
a soft non-conference schedule. 

Tech also has a pair of key open dates 
on the schedule, the first coming just 
before the start of Big 12 play and the 
second before what could be a critical 
trip to Oklahoma. 

Aside from a road game in Norman 
on Noy. 22, the most perilous point of 
the season is a three-game stretch from 
Oct. 18 to Nov. 1 — at Texas A&M, 
at Kansas and at home against Texas. 

The Raiders have lost five straight to 
the Longhorns. 


— Rusty Burson 


SCHEDULE 


Aug. 30 EASTERN WASHINGTON — 


Sept. 20 ‘MASSACHUSETTS — 
wre at Kansas State 


BAYLOR © 
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“schedule 


~ sizzles! 


a. Big news, humans: The Mtn.’s 2008 college 
: football schedule is out. And meen 
you, it’s worth barkin it. 
eee mean, can you say BYU at Utah? CSU 


at Air Force? Nevada at UNLV? Are you 
kidding me? These rivalries are sweeter 
than a T-bone sizzling on the neighbor’s 
grill (not that I’ve ever, you know, helped 
myself or anything). 


Get ready for 30 (yep 30!) games this 
season on The Mtn. It’s the best of Mountain 
West Conference football, coming to you 
all season long. Don’t know about you, 
but we’re drooling already. 


MountainWest 
@/' SPORTS NETWORK 


aes 
PERO ss age 


WHERE THE WEST IS WON 


+ 


> 


4 ate : 


2 says: “GE h new football season on The Mtn: ‘And check out the 2008 schedule at www. thenitn.tv. Woot.” 


PICKING THE M 


em 


TN WEST 


Can Anyone Here Stop BYU from Date in BCS? 


YU is going for history. 
Only once before in the school’s 
storied history had the Cougars 
posted back-to-back unbeaten confer- 
ence seasons. That was 1983-84 in the 
Western Athletic Conference when Steve 
Young and Robbie Bosco were under 
center and LaVell Edwards patrolled the 
sidelines. 

BYU has done it again ... and now 
there’s talk of the Mountain West's first 
three-peat. 

BYU returns 10 starters on an offense 
that led the league in scoring and total 
yards. The Cougars, prohibitive MWC 
favorites, enter the season with the 
nation’s longest winning streak (10) and 
home winning streak (12). 

As for the contenders, Utah has its 
best outfit since the 2004 Fiesta Bowl 
and TCU always factors in the race. 

“TCU has incredible talent and great 
(recruiting) resources in its own back- 
yard. BYU has phenomenal facilities. ... 
Utah has location and incredible facilities 
piggy-backed from hosting the Olympics,” 


Air Force coach Troy Calhoun said. 

“Every single one of those three 
should be top three every year.” 

Yet, Calhoun took the Falcons to a 
second-place finish in his debut last 
season, also taking home MWC Coach of 
the Year honors. 

BYU is used to getting the nice trip 
to Las Vegas to play a Pac-10 team in 
the postseason, but it wants more. An 
unbeaten record — perhaps even a 
one-loss record — should mean a BCS 
bowl bid. 

If the Cougars establish their BCS cre- 
dentials against Washington and UCLA 
early, the next hurdle is a Thursday 
road game at TCU. 

“If indeed we get the chance to get 
through the non-conference schedule, 
it doesn’t mean we can make it through 
the conference without any losses,” said 
BYU coach Bronco Mendenhall. 

Citing the perfect records that Utah, 
Boise State and Hawaii needed for BCS 
bowl entry, Mendenhall said “you don't 
want it to be your only goal.” 


BYU has all the requisites in terms 
of returning stars, led by quarterback 
Max Hall and junior defensive end Jan 
Jorgensen, fifth nationally in sacks last 
season. 

The other six teams aren’t conceding 
anything to the Big Three, as Calhoun 
proved in his first run last season. At 
New Mexico, 11-year veteran Rocky Long 
is now the dean of Mountain West coach- 
es and returns an impressive roster. 

To some outside observers, the MWC 
disappeared from the national landscape 
when it left ESPN in 2006 for what is 
now a three-tiered Versus/CBS College 
Sports/niche cable network. The Mtn., 
which served as a model for the Big 
Ten’s own channel, secured a national 
satellite contract with DirecTV. 

The MWC appeared on ESPN just long 
enough to collect the annual award for 
the conference with the best winning 
bowl percentage at 4-1. This time, the 
MWC won't be satisfied until it plays on 
New Year's Day. Or later. 

— Natalie Meisler 


Mountain West Picks 


GOOD NEWS 

1, BYU 
2, Utah 
3. TCU 
4. New Mexico / 
5, Wyoming 
6. Rr Force 
7. San Diego St. ‘ 

8. Colorado St. | 


9, UNLV 
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Raa “5 EAR oe 


TCU at New Mexico 


Bowl Connections, 


Champion 
Las Vegas Bowl vs. Pac-10 #4 


‘Lindy’s 2008 — 
ALL-MLUC Team 


OFFENSE - First Team 


Utah at Michigan 


Colorado vs. Colorado State (Denver) 
San Diego State at Notre Dame 


ti 
< MWC #2 
QB Max Hall Sr BYU Texas A&M at New Mexico Poinsettia Bowl vs. Pac-10 #7 
RB Rodney Ferguson Sr. New Mexico ; BYU at Washington MWe #3 
RB Harvey Unga So. BYU Sept. 13 UCLA at BYU 
Armed Forces Bowl vs. C-USA 
| WR Ryan Wolfe Jr. UNLV | ¥ Sept.27 TCU at Oklahoma 
PR Agee callie uh oie SB oct.2 Oregon State at Utah MWC #4 
TE Dennis Pitta Jr. BYU I oct. 11 New’ NMaxieo at BYU New Mexico Bowl vs. WAC #3 
C Blake Schlueter Sr. TCU EWNIBAICOTS 
OL Ray Feinga Sr. BYU | Oct. 16 BYU at TCU 
; OL Dallas Reynolds Sr. BYU Nov. 6 TCU at Utah 
| OL Robert Conley Sr. _ Utah Nov. 8 Wyoming at Tennessee 
| OL Nick Charles Jr. Air Force f Nov. 15 By ; 
} AP Aaron Brown Sr. TCU ee U at Air Force 
| PK Louie Sakoda Sr. Utah Nov. 22 BYU at Utah 
| DEFENSE - First Team 
} DL Jan Jorgensen Jr. BYU 
) DL. John Fletcher Jr. Wyoming 
DL Ryan Kemp Sr. Air Force ——— ees 
DL Paul Kruger So. Utah Q | 1, Ray Feinga Great size (6-5, 331); BYU's O-line factory continues. 
LB Russell Allen Sr. San Diego St. i2 2. Jan Jorgensen His 14 sacks as a sophomore has him on NFL radar. 
7: eee ee ening w 3, DeAndre Wright New Mexico Continues Lobos’ tradition in the secondary. 
DB DeAndre Wright Sr. New Mexico | NS 4, Jason Phillips Hee IGU Height (6-1) only question for converted fullback 
DB Stephen Hodge Sr. TCU fe 5. Kory Sperry Colorado St. Sperry (6:6, 254) played lke first-day pick before ACL. 
ae rae ated fe Air oie 2 6. Devin Moore Wyoming Clocked at 4.31 seconds; has made steady improvement. 
P_ Louie Sakoda Sr. Utah Q 7. Brian Johnson Utah Athletic enough to find a position in NFL; injuries a concern. 
SOOPFENSE= Second Tesi Q 8, Stephen Hodge . TCU His eight sacks last season led nation’s safeties. 
[ QB. Brian Johneon Sr Utah Q 9, Max Hall . BYU Not in a class with all-time BYU greats, but give him time. 
RB Darrell Mack Sr. Utah i 10. Frank Summers Packs 240 pounds of NFL fullback punch. 
RB Devin Moore Sr. Wyoming 
WR Darren Mougey Sr. San Diego St. 
WR Casey Flair Sr. UNLV. 
TE — Kory Sperry Sr. Colorado St. 
| Cc Tim Bond Sr. Wyoming en AU apis beer 
P , aluable ayer of the ayer of the of the 
nt Hees e fant Player Year Year Year 
att Murphy 0 
OL Zane Beadles Jr. Utah Max Hall Brian Johnson Jan Jorgensen Alona Key 
OL David Oswald Sr. BYU QB, BYU QB, Utah DE, BYU WR, Utah 
AP Brent Casteel Sr. Utah 
PK Ryan Harrison Sr. Air Force 


| DEFENSE - Second Team 


DL 
DL 
DL 
DL 
LB 
LB 
LB 
DB 
DB 
DB 
DB 
P 
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Koa Misi Jr. 
Mitch Unrein Jr. 
Matt Rupp Sr. 
Cody Moore Sr. 
Ricky Brewer So. 


Robert Henson Sr. 
Starr Fuimaono Jr. 


Rafael Priest Jr. 
Klint Kubiak Jr. 
Glover Quin Sr. 


Robert Johnson —_ dr. 
Ryan Harrison Sr. 


Utah 
Wyoming 
Colorado St. 
TCU 
Colorado St. 
‘TCU 

UNLV 

TCU 
Colorado St. 
New Mexico 
Utah 

Air Force 


R 
Q 
c 
: 
é 
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Most Accurate Passer 
Strongest Arm 
_ Best Scrambler 
| Coolest in the Clutch 
| Toughest to Bring Down 
| Best Hands 


_ Most Dangerous Deep Threat 
| Best Pass Blocker 
_ Best Run Blocker 


Best Pass Rusher 
| Best Cover Corner 
| Special Teams Demon 


Brian Johnson 
Max Hall 

Andy Dalton 

Brian Johnson 
Frank Summers, RB 
Austin Collie, WR 
Ryan Wolfe, WR 
Ray Feinga, OG 
Nick Charles, OG 
Jan Jorgensen, DE 
DeAndre Wright 
Daryl Washington 


Air Force 
BYU _ 


___New Mexico 


TCU 


Linoy's Sports Annuats 201 


28-10, 3 years 


RETURNING STARTERS J 
15; 10 offense, 3 defense, punter, kicker 


PLAYERS TO WATCH 


‘Pitta, 0G Ray Feinga, OT Dallas Reynolds, 


| PRIMARY STRENGTHS 


school marks as well. There’s quality at 
running back and receiver. The team is 


Las Vegas Bowl this season. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS 


The defense has some new faces and 
doesn’t have a dominant player yet 
besides Jan Jorgensen. As much as | 
Mendenhall wants to ignore distractions, — 
there will be daily BCS talk if the Cougars 
have a successful September. 


LB Bryan Kehl, LB Kelly POpphtiga, [ 
DB Quinn Gooch 


The Cougars have swept through the 
league in each of the past two seasons, 
but it won't be easy to do it three times) 
in a row. There is a key Thursday night 
game at TCU, and the conference title — 
and a BCS berth — might rest on the sea- 
son-ender at rival Utah. BYU has the tal- 
ent to get it done, though. 


Bronco Mendenhall — At BYU aNd oveal 


QB Max Hall, RB Harvey Unga, TE Dennis 


WR Austin Collie, DE Jan eyceee le a8 


A loaded offense is ready to rewrite some ~ 
Mountain West records and possibly some 


—\-\> 


confident and hungry to get beyond'the 


aia 


Utah native, Bronco Mendenhall was 
freshman at nearby Snow Junior 
College in 1984 when Brigham Young 
won the national championship. So he’s 
no stranger to expectations in Provo. 

Still, his introduction as a head coach 
was somewhat unsettling. 

“T felt (the pressure) from the begin- 
ning, being booed in the first home game 
I coached,” he said. “Certainly, there’s 
pressure now that the program is restored 
to respectability.” 

Back in September 2005, Cougar fans 
voiced their disapproval ofa very un-BYU- 
like three points in a 20-3 opening loss to 
Boston College. After three straight bowl 
trips, two unbeaten Mountain West cam- 
paigns and the nation’s longest winning 
streak at 10 ... expectations have grown 
beyond scoring more than a field goal. 

“They introduced our team at a bas- 
ketball game and everyone was chanting 
“BCS! BCS,” Mendenhall said. 

The Cougars have enough returning tal- 
ent on offense to fulfill those expectations. 

“Anybody who wants to be great will 
never be satisfied with being 11-2,” said 
All-America defensive end candidate Jan 
Jorgensen. 

Indeed. An 11-2 mark won't cut it for 
a Mountain West team trying to crash the 
BCS party. 

Non-league games against Washington 
and UCLA will go a long way in deter- 
mining whether BYU draws another BCS 
berth for the Mountain West, which has 
sent unbeaten Boise State and Hawaii to 
the big stage in the past two seasons. 

BYU might be able to stumble once and 


still make it, but not twice. Mendenhall 
blames himself for the Cougars’ previous 
early season woes. The team has lost twice 
by mid-September in each of the past two 
seasons. 

“T haven't done a great job of preparing 
the team early, especially for road games,” 
Mendenhall said. 

The Cougars should light up the score- 
board from the beginning of the season. They 
have no reason to start slowly this year, even 
against the Pac-10 teams. Win those games, 
and BYU can start thinking of the BCS. 


There’s no reason last year’s averages of 
442.8 yards and 30.1 points shouldn't im- 
prove behind a senior-dominated line and 
a seasoned backfield. 

And it isn't enough that all the receivers 
are back. Some of the brightest prospects 
in spring ball were Luke Ashworth and 
Spencer Hafoka, who were coming off 
their church missions. 

It all starts with Max Hall, who last sea- 
son knocked off substantial rust from not 
playing since 2003. He originally went to 
Arizona State, left for a church mission, 
redshirted at BYU in ‘06 and was named 
the spring ball starter. 

Hall, not physically imposing at 6-1, 
201 pounds, simply put up the best pass- 
ing numbers (3,848 yards) of any sopho- 
more in the country, Heisman winner 
Tim Tebow included. 

He was still able to hand off 244 
times to Harvey Unga, a bruising back 
who became the school’s first freshman 
1,000-yard rusher. He’s active in the pass- 
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ing game, too, and simply tough to bring 
down however he is used. 

Unga might be even more active be- 
cause running back Manase Tonga, who 
carried 88 times for 305 yards and eight 
touchdowns last season, was ruled aca- 
demically ineligible in mid-May. 

AIl-MWC second-teamer Austin Collie 
leads the receiving corps, almost picking up 
last season where he left off when he won 
MWC Freshman of the Year honors before 
leaving for a mission. He caught 56 passes for 
946 yards and seven touchdowns last year. 

BYU has traditionally mass-produced 
tight ends. The emergence last season of 
Dennis Pitta allowed the staff to move Vic 
So’oto to linebacker. 

None of the gaudy numbers would be 
possible without a stellar line. The four 
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Scouting Report: Offense 


2007 stats: 144.4 ypg rushing (Sth in MWC/67th in NCAA), 298.4 passing (1st/14th), 442.8 total offense (1st/25th), 30.1 ppg (1st/47th) 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT ~ BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 


QB Max Hall* Jf.___Led nation’s sophs in passing yardage (3,848). Brenden Gaskins, Jr 
HB Harvey Unga* So. Super freshman year with 1,227 yards, 13 TDs. J.J. Di Luigi, So. 

FB Fui Vakapuna* Sr. Cougs won't hesitate to use NFL FB prospect. Wayne Latu, Jr. 

WR Michael Reed* Sr.___ Gained 449 yards as the fourth receiver. Luke Ashworth, So. 
WR _ Austin Collie* dr. A 1,000-yard receiving season within reach. _ Spencer Hafoka, Fr. 
TE __ Dennis Pitta* Jr. The league’s top tight end; 59 catches in ’07. Andrew George, Jr. 
LT Dallas Reynolds* Sr. On the Outland and Lombardi watch lists. = Matt Reynolds, Fr. 
LG Ray Feinga* Sr. All-America candidate is on every watch list. RJ. Willing, Jr. 

C _ Tom Sorenson vr. Vanderbilt transfer steps into lineup. ‘Garrett Reden, So. 
RG __ Travis Bright* Sr.__ Has benched 540 pounds. Jason Speredon, So. 
RT David Oswald* Sr. At6-8, he’s a lean 330 pounds. Nick Alletto, So. 
“Returning Starter 


Scouting Report: Defense 


2007 stats: 97.5 ypg rushing (1st in MWC/Sth in NCAA), 210.4 passing (6th/32nd), 307.8 total defense (1st/10th), 18.5 ppg (2nd/9th) 


POS STARTER Ya. COMMENT -——-BABKUP/KEY DEPTH 


DE lan Dulan* Jr Will be tested with Jorgensen double teamed. Brett Denney, Jr. 

NT Rick Wolfley So. Former O-lineman listed at 343 pounds. Mosese Foketi, Sr. 

DE _Jan Jorgensen* Jr Lombardi, Lott watch lists; 14 sacks in 2007. Brock Richardson, Sr. 
LB Matt Bauman Jr. Started the final four games of last season. Grant Nelson, So. 

LB David Nixon* Sr. Has career-high 66 tackles last year, 10 for loss. Grant Nelson, So. 

LB Shawn Doman Jr. Cousin of BYU QB coach Brandon Doman. Matt Ah You, Jr. 

LB Vic So’oto Jt. Converted tight end gets a shot on defense. “Matt Putnam, Fr. } 
CB Brandon Howard Jr. Has previously been a special teams contributor. G Pittman, Fr. 

CB Scott Johnson Jt. Local high school star gets a bigger role. Brandon Bradley, So. 
SS _ Kellen Fowler Sr. __ Has experience; started final five games in ’07. Andrew Rich, So. 


FS David Tafuna St. 


*Returning Starter 


seniors, led by awards candidates Ray 
Feinga and Dallas Reynolds, have a com- 
bined 131 games to their credit. 


DEFENSE 


For all the offensive numbers, the de- 
fense ranked higher nationally, including 
ninth against the run, yielding 97.5 yards 
a game. This is the area hit hardest by 
graduation, though, as BYU lost most of 
its linebacking corps. There’s some youth 
in the secondary as well. 

Defensive end Jan Jorgensen figures to 
see nothing but double teams after domi- 
nating as a sophomore with 14 sacks. Ian 
Dulan returns as the starter on the other 
side, and there’s some experience inside. 

There was one setback at linebacker 
when Terrance Hooks was lost in the spring 


Coming back from a foot injury. 


Jordan Pendleton, Fr, 


to a severe knee injury. He isn’t expected to 


appear until midseason, if at all. 
Mendenhall originally came to BYU in 
2002 as the defensive coordinator, having 
established New Mexico as the league's pace- 
setter. His scheme is entrenched to the point 
where only the names and faces change. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

Mitch Payne returns after hitting 10 
of 14 field goal tries to carry on the fam- 
ily name (he’s the brother of former BYU 
standout Matt Payne). But one of BYU’s 
top recruits was Parade All-American Justin 
Sorenson, who kicked a 62-yarder in high 
school and could very well win the job. 

Austin Collie will handle return duties. 
He averaged 25.8 yards on kick returns 


last season. F 
— Natalie Meisler 


Linoy's Sports Annuats 203 


COLORADO STATE 


AT A GLANCE 


| 3-9 overall, 2-6 MWC (T-7th) 


Steve Fairchild — At Colorado State 
and overall: 1st year 


RETURNING STAR TERS 
14;7 offense, 6 defense, kicker 


PLAYERS TO WATCH 


RB Kyle Bell, RB Gartrell Johnson II, 
TE Kory Sperry, S Klint Kubiak, LB Jeff 
Horinek, DE Tommie Hill 1 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS 
The Rams should have a strong running 
| game behind a line that is established for ~ 
the first time in three years. Thereis 
revived defensive enthusiasm with the — 
return of coordinator Larry Kerr. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS 


There is negligible experience at wideout 
and quarterback, where Caleb Henie will _ 
be missed. The defensive line has some 
promise, but must be more stout against 
the run, starting with a tough-minded — 
attitude. Non-conference schedule 
includes Colorado, Houston and Cal. 


WR Johnny Walker, WR Damon Morton, 
DE Jesse Nading, QB Caleb Hanie 


The new era at CSU involves some monu- 
mental rebuilding for the passing game — 
and a return to the basics that made 
Colorado State a force from the mid-90s 
through the early part of this decade. 
That kind of dominance might never come 
again, but Fairchild should begin a slow 
march back toward the top half of the 
league. 


204 Linoy’s Sports ANNUALS 


Rams Turn to Fairchild to Restore the Glory 


t was an uncomfortable ending for 

Colorado State legend Sonny Lubick, 
but the school filled the position with one 
of its own. 

Steve Fairchild, a former Rams offen- 
sive coordinator and quarterback — he 
was second-team All-WAC behind Jim 
McMahon in 1980 — is replacing Lu- 
bick, such an icon that his name is already 
on the stadium. 

Fairchild was offensive coordinator 
from 1997 to 2000 under Lubick, the 
70-year-old coach who is as beloved in 
Fort Collins as Joe Paterno is in State Col- 
lege, Pa., or Bobby Bowden in Tallahas- 
see, Fla. 

Lubick would not go gently into re- 
tirement, so second-year athletic director 
Paul Kowalczyk told him days before the 
finale it would be the last game. Lubick 
refused the standard fund-raising post of- 
fered to retiring coaches, although he did 
recommend Fairchild for the job. 

Kowalczyk gave Fairchild the budget 
to hire a solid staff. As Colorado State's 
league dominance eroded into four straight 
non-winning seasons, the Rams didn’t have 
a single assistant coach making six figures. 

In late April, the school then announced 
a $20 million project for an indoor prac- 
tice facility, and an academic and training 
center. It all shows a financial commit- 
ment to winning. 


Now, it’s up to Fairchild to deliver. 


OFFENSE 


For the first few games, at least, nobody 
will be able to say Colorado State’s offense 
is too predictable. 


Fairchild can’t even forecast what the 
Rams will be running, saying only, “we 
have a long way to go.” 

Fairchild, who spent the past seven 
seasons in the NFL, will keep a close eye 
on the offense. He hired Greg Peterson, 
off recent stints at Washington State and 
Kansas State, as offensive coordinator. 

The staff surveyed schools across the 
country for playbook input. There will be 
some spread elements and plenty of two- 
back sets to take advantage of the depth at 
running back. The Rams showed shotgun, 
multiple receiving sets and direct snaps to 
the running back this spring. 

Fairchild said he experimented to not 
only test the offensive talent, but to give 
the defense a new look in practice. 

Billy Farris, a decent runner with some 
arm strength, is the likely starting quarter- 
back. The senior is a former walk-on ju- 
nior college transfer who backed up Caleb 
Hanie the past two years. 

At receiver, the staff is counting on ju- 
nior college transfer Ryan Gardner and 
freshman Marquise Law to make an in- 
stant impact. 

A year ago this time, tight end Kory Sper- 
ry planned to be in the NFL. He put on 
a display in last season’s opener against Col- 
orado, catching eight passes for 103 yards 
and three touchdowns. Then he suffered 
a torn ACL against Cal. He had to return to 
school, and should be fine in the fall. 

Two solid seniors are available at run- 
ning back. 

Kyle Bell, who struggled to regain his 
pre-ACL injury form a year ago, displayed 
his former explosiveness in spring ball. 
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Kory Sperry 


Gartrell Johnson III, who took over the 
starting job in midyear and finished with 
five 100-yard games, will alternate more 
with Bell this time around. 

It’s a good situation to have as Fairch- 
ild tries to re-establish the kind of physi- 
cal running that helped define the Rams’ 


SUCCESS. 


DEFENSE 


The first person Fairchild called for his 
staff was Larry Kerr, who jumped at the 
chance to return as defensive coordinator. 
And he brought along former Duke col- 
league Scott Brown to whip up the defen- 
sive line. 

When Kerr left for UCLA after the 
2002 season, Colorado State’s run defense 
eroded. It was 107th nationally last sea- 
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Scouting Report: Offense 


2007 stats: 166.7 ypy rushing (3rd in MWC/44th in NCAA), 212.2 passing (6th/69th), 378.8 total offense (4th/71st), 25.3 ppg (Stl/75th) 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
QB Billy Farris Sr Still a lot to be determined at this position. Grant Stucker, Jr. 

RB Kyle Bell Sr. Rushed for 1,288 yards in ‘05, pre-ACL tear. Gartrell Johnson Ill, Sr.* 
FB Zac Pauga* So. Good blocker; can also make plays in passing game. Miles Tamminga, So. 
WR _ Ryan Gardner Jr. JC transfer is a big-time leaper, possible playmaker.  Rashaun Greer, Jr. 
WR _ Dion Morton Jr___ Averaged 26.8 yards on kick returns in 2007. Marquise Law, Fr. 

TE Kory Sperry Sr. NFL prospect should be fine after ACL surgery. Chris Kawulok, Sr.* 
WT — Mark Starr So. __ Started the final two games as injury replacement. Paul Madsen, Fr. 
WG _ Shelley Smith* Jr. Started all 12 games a season ago, Ryan Griffith, So. 

C Tim Walter* dn__Has 14 starts over the past two seasons, Brian Lepak, So. 

SG Adrian Martinez* Jr. Moving from tackle to guard. Scott Benedict, Jr. 


ST Cole Pemberton* Jr___Yet another starting junior with good experience. Dane Stratton, Sr. 


*Returning Starter 


Scouting Report: Defense 


2007 stats: 207.3 ypg rushing (8th in MWC/107th in NCAA), 207.8 passing (4th/29th), 415.2 total defense (8th/80th), 30.8 ppg (8th/85th) 


POS STARTER YR, COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
DE Wade Landers Sr. __ One start last season; made 27 tackles, Cory Macon, So. 

DT Matt Rupp Sr. Had 10 tackles against Houston last season. Scott Carter, Fr. 

NG Nuku Latu Fr. __ Impressive spring for redshirt with good feet. James Morehead, Jr. 
DE — Tommie Hill* Sr. __ Should be fine after spring shoulder surgery. Ty Whittier, So. 

LB Ricky Brewer* So. Looks to be a fixture for the next three years, John Clark, Sr. 

LB Jeff Horinek* Sr. Team-high 94 tackles; started 26 games in a row. Mychal Sisson, Fr. 
LB. _ Jake Pottorff* Jr. Made nine starts and 61 tackles last season. Curtis Cornelson, Sr. 
CB DeAngelo Wilkinson So. Five games of experience give him edge at CB. Ivory Herd, Fr. 

CB Nick Oppenneer Jr. Still a lot of competition at these corner spots. Brandon Owens, Fr. 
SS ___ Mike Pagnotta* Sr. Good motor; played through ankle injury in 2007. Zach Donaldson, Fr. 
FS _ Klint Kubiak Jt. Team-high 90 stops in ‘06; medical redshirt in 07. Jake Galusha, Sr.* 
“Returning Starter 


son, allowing 207.3 yards per game. 

Kerr inherits a couple of talented ends, in- 
cluding athletic Tommie Hill, who had 5.5 
sacks last season. Wade Landers moves into 
a full-time starting role at the opposite end. 

Kerr also has a veteran linebacker corps, 
led by senior Jeff Horinek and sophomore 
Ricky Brewer. Returning starter Jake Pot- 
torff was held out of spring because of 
a shoulder injury. 

One of the many defensive woes a year 
ago was an injury epidemic at safety, leav- 
ing the Rams with third-team walk-ons. 
Original starters Klint Kubiak (son of 
Houston Texans coach Gary Kubiak) and 
Mike Pagnotta will make a big difference 
if they stay healthy. 

“He said from day one when he got 
here he didn’t want us to get better, he 


wanted us to win,” Kubiak said about the 


new coordinator. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Placekicker Jason Smith returns and 
might try to take on punting duties if the 
staff can’t bring in anyone else by the fall. 

Smith made 16 of 20 field goal at- 
tempts last season, missing only once in 
14 attempts inside the 40. But he could 
be pushed by incoming freshman Ben De- 
Line, whose father, Steve DeLine, played 
at CSU in the mid-1980s and was one of 
the school’s greatest kickers. 

It will be up to the new staff to correct 
several overall gaffes on special teams, in- 
cluding some that contributed last season 
to a last-second loss at New Mexico. 

— Natalie Meisler 
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Frogs Can Leap Past Disappointment of 2007 Season 


CU is back to being a bit of an un- 
derdog. 

The Horned Frogs were supposed to 
have reached their zenith last season. 
They had circled Sept. 8 — at Texas — 
as the day that could launch them into the 
BCS discussion. 

For a half, they more than hung with 
the seventh-ranked Longhorns. It was 
10-0 Frogs at halftime. It was fun while 
it lasted. 

Texas dominated the third quarter, and 
the No. 19 Frogs’ hopes disappeared in 
a 34-13 defeat. The following week, TCU 
lost 20-17 in overtime to Air Force ... and 
suddenly the Frogs were just another team. 

They would go on to finish 8-5 overall 
and 4-4 in a Mountain West Conference 
they were expected to win. 

The hope is that last season’s disap- 
pointment fuels this season’s redemption. 
TCU, as always, has top-flight talent and 
is a threat to win the league, although it 
figures to fight uphill this season against 
BYU and Utah. 

But the Frogs have excelled in an under- 
dog role before ... and could do so again. 


OFFENSE 


TCU returns a strong line, a promising 
young quarterback who earned Freshman 
All-American honors and a running back 
picked as last year’s preseason MWC Of- 
fensive Player of the Year. 

That all means that the Frogs’ running 
game should be strong. Again. 

Tackles Marshall Newhouse and Nic 
Richmond, guard Giles Montgomery and 
center Blake Schlueter should open holes 


for speedy tailback Aaron Brown, who 
was injured much of last season. 

Brown, who missed all or part of 
nine games with injuries, still had 490 
yards rushing, second-best on the team. 
Healthy again, he'll give the Frogs a more 
consistent explosive threat. He rushed for 
801 yards and nine touchdowns on 154 
carries in 2006. 

Joseph Turner can be more than a ca- 
pable complement, running for 226 yards 
and four touchdowns against San Diego 
State in the season finale. Chris Smith is 
another between-the-tackles option. 

Andy Dalton, who set school season 
records for completions and attempts, is 
an improved rushing threat. His passing 
accuracy also improved in the second half 
of the season, with only two interceptions 
in his final 96 passes, including one on 
a last-second Hail Mary. 

TCU has a chance to get back to 
having a strong running game and savvy 
quarterback play — hallmarks of previous 
success. 

Wide receiver was expected to be 
a weak point, with two starters gone, but 
the spring indicated the Frogs might not 
skip a beat, although it’s to be determined 
if any one of several solid wideouts is 
a go-to guy. 

Perhaps it will be Jeremy Kerley or fellow 
sophomore Jimmy Young. Walter Bryant 
(6-4, 206) is a big target who closed last 
season strongly with seven catches against 
San Diego State. 

Tight end Shae Reagan should be a reli- 
able threat — big and fast — after miss- 
ing much of last season with a leg injury. 
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Andy Dalton 


DEFENSE 


The equation for success on defense comes 
down to two things — the defensive ends. 

TCU lost perhaps the best tandem of 
ends it has ever had — Chase Ortiz and 
Tommy Blake — and if the Frogs are 
to regain the upper hand in the MWC, 
they'll have to get quick production from 
their replacements. 

Matt Panfil filled in for Blake while he 
battled personal problems last fall and re- 
turns at one end spot. Jerry Hughes moves 
in on the left side. 

Nose tackle Kelly Griffin and tackle 
Cody Moore are returning starters, but 
room has to be made for the addition 
of James Vess, who had four sacks in 
the last seven games of 2006 before 
missing all of last season with a disci- 


Scouting Report: Offense 


2007 stats: 165.0 ypg rushing (4th in MWC/46th in NCAA), 221.6 ypg passing (4th/60th), 386.6 ypg total offense (3rd/64th), 26.1 ppg (4th/70th) 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
QB Andy Dalton* So, __ Must avoid sophomore slump. Marcus Jackson, Jt 22 J 
RB Aaron Brown Sr. Ahealthy Brown will boost run game. Joseph Turner, Jr.* 

WR__ Walter Bryant Sr___ Should do more than the 27 catches of last year. Curtis Clay,So, 
WR Jeremy Kerley So. Only frosh to play on offense in ‘07. Donald Massey, Sr. 

WR Jimmy Young So. __ Also look for Bart Johnson in four-wides. Tyler Luttrell, So. 

TE __ Shae Reagan Sr. Converted OB a big-play threat at TE. Evan Frosch, So. 

LT Marshall Newhouse* Jr. Honorable mention All-MWC last season. Robert Clark, Sr. 

LG Preston Phillips Sr. Backup saw fill-in time a year ago. Josh Vernon, So. 

C _ Blake Schlueter* Sr. Second in knockdown block and grades in ‘07. Tyler Marrou, Jr. 

RG Giles Montgomery* Sr.___ Returning starter lends experience. Josh Karlin, Jr. 
RT___Nic Richmond* Jt___ Has 13 career starts, Marcus Cannon, So. 
*Returning Starter 


Scouting Report: Defense 


2007 stats; 103.5 ypg rushing (2nd in MWC/11th in NCAA), 220.2 passing (7th/45th), 323.7 total defense (3rd/15th), 18.7 ppg (Srd/10th) 


POS STARTER YR, COMMENT " BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 


DE Jerry Hughes Jr. Made one start, 29 tackles last season. Allen Christopher, Jr 
DT James Vess Sr. __ Returns from school suspension in ‘07. John Fonua, Sr. 
DT Cody Moore* Sr. Has 5.5 tackles for loss last season. Kelly Griffin, So.* 


DE Matt Panfil Sr.____ Lots of production to replace at end. Wayne Daniels, So. 


= 


irre) 


LB Robert Henson Sr. 2007 backup has made 199 career tackles. Daryl Washin 


LB Jason Phillips” Sr. __ Last year: 87 tackles, 10.5 for loss. Tank Carder, Fr. 

CB. Nick Sanders* Jt. __ He and Priest each have 26 career starts, Alex tbiloye,So, 
CB Rafael Priest* Jr. Earned honorable-mention all-league in 2007. Greg McCoy, Fr. 

S___ Tejay Johnson So. __ Had limited time last season as true freshman, Corderra Hunter, Jr 
$ Stephen Hodge* Sr. __ Has seven sacks in his last seven games. Sir Demarco Bledsoe, Fr. 

FS Steven Coleman Sr. _Had three interceptions last season. Johnny Fobbs, Fr. Z| 
*Returning Starter 


plinary suspension. 

Jason Phillips is a preseason All-Amer- 
ican candidate at middle linebacker, and 
the Frogs should get excellent production 
at the other spot from Robert Henson, 
who finished fifth on the team in tackles 
despite starting only one game. 

Daryl Washington, who had a good 
spring, will also help at linebacker and 
will continue to be a special teams terror 
— he blocked three punts last season. 

Cornerback features third-year  start- 
ers Rafael Priest and Nick Sanders. Priest 
broke up 10 passes and tied for the team 
lead with three picks. 

Stephen Hodge holds down one of the 
three safety spots in the 4-2-5 base de- 
fense after leading the nation’s defensive 
backs in sacks with eight, only one off the 


team lead. Steven Coleman, a spot starter 
last year, is projected at free safety. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


The Frogs kept their long snapper. 

Of the other specialists — three of 
whom earned all-league honors before 
leaving — only kick returner Donald 
Massey, who averaged 20.6 yards on 12 
tries last season, is back. 

Freshman Anson Kelton, who red- 
shirted last year, moves in at punter. True 
freshman Ross Evans, who kicked two 
53-yard field goals in high school last year, 
takes over as placekicker. 

Wideout Jeremy Kerley will get first 
shot at returning punts, which was one of 
the unit’s strong points last fall. 

— Mark Wangrin 
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“help themselves. or bea big spoiler 
they end the regular season at home 
| against BYU. ra J: 


The Utes have several holes to fill up - 
front on defense. i kaa 


WR Derrek Richards 


will help with depth and perhaps help the 
Utes pull off a few surprises. In the con-- 
ference, there is absolutely no reason why 
Utah won't be in the title hunt until the — 
final gun in the season-finale against 
BYU. This should be Whittingham: s pest 
team. i aaa 
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debut of Wolverines coach Rich Toda ne, F 


DE Martail Burnett, SS Steve Tate, eoE: 


Utah's best recruiting class in many years C 


Utes Looking to Recapture Magic of Fiesta Bowl Run 


o one will ever accuse Utah of need- 
IN a warm-up date. 

The Utes have opened against a BCS 
conference opponent in four consecutive 
seasons ... and Aug. 30 presents the big- 
gest challenge yet. 

Michigan. The Big House. 

“Tt will be Rich Rodriguez's debut, a ton 
of excitement with that stadium packed 
110,000 strong and a new look Michigan 
Wolverines,” said Utah fourth-year boss 
Kyle Whittingham. 

“IT don't have to do a whole lot of talk- 
ing to prepare for a hostile environment. 
It’s one of the best in the country.” 

The combination of a loaded Utah 
team on the fringes of BCS contention 
and a new coaching era at Michigan 
should make for one of the more interest- 
ing opening-week clashes. 

With star quarterback Brian Johnson 
returning for his senior year, a healthy 
running game and the top receiving re- 
cruiting class in the Mountain West, 
Utah’s offense is set. 

The defense brings back six starters 
from a solid unit, and the Utes have do- 
it-all kicker Louie Sakoda. : 

The Utes, now rebuilt from the senior- 
laden 2004 Fiesta Bowl team, figure sol- 
idly in the MWC race. As it often does, it 
could come down to the final seconds of 
the finale against BYU. 

Utah, which has typically closed 
fast, is riding a streak of eight straight 
bowl wins. 

“We've got some momentum, but what 
has eluded us is the MWC championship,” 
Whittingham said. “That's our focus.” 


OFFENSE 


Although Urban Meyer is long gone to The 
Swamp, his spread offense lives on through 
his quarterback | 

The 6-1, 


fourth nationally in total offense in 2005 


egacy, Brian Johnson. 
205-pound senior ranked 


as a true sophomore when he tore an ACL 
in the 10th game of the season. He took 
a medical redshirt in 2006. 

In his long-awaited 2007 return, he in- 
jured his shoulder in the first half of the 
opener against Oregon State. He missed 
the next two games and avoided scram- 
bling for the remainder of the season, fin- 
ishing with 150 rushing yards compared 
to 478 two years earlier. 

His “legs” became freshman Corbin 
Louks, who had his redshirt pulled when 
Johnson was injured. Louks came in fre- 
quently, rushing for an average of 4.9 yards. 

Johnson wasn’t the only casualty in the 
opener. Much anticipated junior college 
transfer running back Matt Asiata was 
lost for the year with a broken leg. Top 
wideout Brent Casteel soon followed on 
the injury list. Some teams would fold. 
Utah beat then-13th-ranked UCLA. 

But coach Whittingham couldn’ figure 
out his team. The MWC Upset of the 
Year followed when UNLV blanked the 
Utes the following week. 

When Johnson returned and Darrell 
Mack emerged as the long-sought answer 
to the running game woes, the Utes took 
off on a seven-game winning tear. 

Mack returns and Asiata looked sharp 
in the spring during limited contact work. 
They should be as good a combination as 
Utah has had recently. 
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Brian Johnson 


An efficient spread team can't have 
enough help at receiver. Besides Casteel 
and starter Bradon Godfrey returning, 


' Utah signed five-star junior college trans- 


fer Aiona Key and another highly ranked 
pass-catcher in David Reed. Senior Fred- 
die Brown also had a good spring. 

The line is set with AIl-MWC candi- 
dates in tackle Zane Beadles and guards 
Caleb Schlauderaff and Robert Conley. 


DEFENSE 

Under Whittingham, who was Utah's de- 
fensive coordinator prior to succeeding Mey- 
er for the 2005 season, Utah has displayed a 
tenacious, gimmick-free 4-3 defense marked 
by physical play up front and a collection of 
solid athletes in the secondary. 

So even in a rebuilding year for that 
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Scouting Report: Offense 


2007 stats: 167.5 ypy rushing (2nd in MWC/4ard in NCAA), 202.2 passing (7th/81st), 369.6 total offense (7th/79th), 26.2 ppy (3rd/68th) 
POS STARTER = YR. COMMENT = ~— BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 


QB Brian Johnson* _ Sr.___ Superb talent, but has been bit by the injury bug. Corbin Louks, So. 
RB __ Darrell Mack* Sr. 1,204 yards, 12 TDs as surprise player in 2007. Matt Asiata, Jr. 

WR Aiona K _— Jr. 6-4 junior college transfer is highest-rated MWC recruit. Freddie Brown, St. 
WR _ Brent Casteel* Sr. 2006 standout is coming off knee surgery. Elijah Wesson, Jr. 
WR Bradon Godfrey" Sr___ Top returning receiver with 524 yards. Jerome Brooks, So. 
TE Colt Sampson Sr. Mostly fills a blocking role in Utah’s scheme. Brad Clifford, So. 


LT Zane Beadles* Jt, Third-year starter should vie for all-league, Walter Watts, So. 
LG Caleb Schlauderaff* So. __ Rising star took advantage of opportunity in ‘07. Corey Seiuli, Sr. 
C Zane Taylor ‘So. __ Utah doesn’t haven't much experience at this spot. Tyler Williams, Jr. 
RG Robert Conley* Sr. Second-team all-league in 2007; first-team in '08? Neil A’'asa, So. 


RT 


*Returning Starter 


Dustin Hensel* Sr. Overshadowed on the line by other standouts. Tony Bergstrom, Fr. 


Scouting Report: Defense 


2007 stats: 144.3 ypg rushing (6th in MWC/S2nd in NCAA), 184.2 passing (1st/11th), 328.5 total defense (4th/18th), 16.8 ppg (1st/5th) 


pOS STARTER == YR.=sCCOMMENT. BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 


DE __KoaMisi* Jr Moves from tackle; size better suited for end. _ Greg Newman, Sr._ 

DT Lei Talamaivao So. Showed promise as a true freshman. Aaron Tonga, Sr. 

NT Isley Filiaga _ So. __ BYU transfer had to sit out last season. Kenape Eliapo, Jr. 

DE Paul Kruger” So. Earned some Freshman All-American mention. Derrick Shelby, Fr. 

LB NaiFotu So. Converted from DE as a true freshman, Kepa Gaison, Jr. 

LB Mike Wright Jr Former walk-on earned his scholarship, Matt Martinez, So. 

LB Stevenson Sylvester” Jr. Honorable mention all-league: 10 tackles for loss. MoNeal, Fr. % 
CB Rw, Stanford* Jp Big-play contributor in man coverage. Brandon Burton, Fr. 

CB Brice McCain* “St, Broke up 11 passes; second-team all-conference, __ Justin Jones, 


SS Joe Dale Jr. 
FS Robert Johnson* Jr. 


*Returning Starter 


secondary, Utah led the nation in pass 
efficiency defense. The Utes had 17 in- 
terceptions, allowed just nine passing 
touchdowns, and ranked fifth nationally 
in points allowed. 

Cornerback Brice McCain is the top 
cover man with 11 pass breakups. Eight 
other defensive backs return, including 
Robert Johnson, an athletic free safety 
who had three interceptions after trans- 
ferring from junior college. 

Johnson’s tackling numbers should soar 
after surgery for a shoulder injury that 
bothered him most of last season. 

Utah returns only three starters in the 
front seven. They include linebacker Ste- 
venson Sylvester, who came on strong in 
the second half of last season. 

The biggest concern is the interior of 


Poinsettia Bowl MVP clinched win with INT, 
Potential breakout star with healthy shoulder. 


RJ Rice, Sr. 
‘Deshawn Richard, Sr. 


the defensive line. 

The defense won't have to carry the 
team as it did early last season, when in- 
juries devastated the offense. Then again, 
Utah better show up with its best defense 
in hand for the opener at Michigan. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Louie Sakoda, the Mountain West Spe- 
cial Teams Player of the Year, is the na- 
tion’s premier punter-kicker combo. He 
placed in the top five nationally in punt- 
ing average (44,3) and field goal percent- 
age (.864). 

Ben Vroman keeps him fresh by han- 
dling the kickoffs. 

Jereme Brooks looks to replace Derrek 
Richards on returns. 

— Natalie Meisler 


Linoy's Sports Annuats 209 


LUEST 


PICKING THE C-USA 


Coaching Changes Point to Even More Points 


ntil someone reminded him in late 

April, Memphis coach Tommy West did 
not realize he was the dean of Conference 
USA coaches. 

“You've got to be kidding,” said West, who 
has been the Tigers head coach since 2001. 
“Seven years as a head coach and I’m the 
dean? I’m not sure if that’s good or bad.” 

Good or bad, this will be a transition 
year for C-USA. 

The former dean, Southern Miss coach 
Jeff Bower, was fired after 17 years on the 
job. He was replaced by former Oklahoma 
State offensive coordinator Larry Fedora. 

Former Hawaii coach June Jones takes 
over at SMU. At Houston, former Oklahoma 
co-offensive coordinator Kevin Sumlin gets 
his shot. 

“That's the landscape and environment 
we live in,” West said. “Things are going to 
be changing.” 

The one constant is that C-USA will fea- 


ture plenty of wide-open, high-scoring 
games. Things could be even more exciting 
than last year, when seven teams finished 
in the national top 54 in scoring. Eight 
were in the top 51 in total offense. 

On defense, eight teams finished 90th or 
worse in scoring. 

With Houston continuing to run a mul- 
tiple-receiver offense under Sumlin, Fedora 
installing the spread offense at Southern 
Miss and Jones bringing the run-and-shoot 
to SMU, C-USA is a wellspring for fantasy 
football addicts. 

“This is one of the, if not the, most en- 
tertaining conferences in the country,” 
West said. 

“That’s just the nature of what we do. 
This is a skill league. We're not built on the 
power-running game. This league is built 
on dropping back and throwing the ball. 
That makes it fun, but defensively, it’s a 
nightmare because you're facing those of- 


fenses every week.” 

Still, defense wins championships. That's 
why UCF won the C-USA title last season, 
and why UCF and East Carolina remain 
strong candidates to win the East. 

Both teams lost star running backs, but 
return nine defensive starters. Memphis 
also returns nine defensive starters and 
appeared to take a big step in the right di- 
rection in the spring under new defensive 
coordinator Tim Walton. 

In the West, Houston returns eight de- 
fensive starters but must replace its best of- 
fensive skill players. Tulsa returns only five 
returning defensive starters but has built 
depth the past two seasons and possesses C- 
USA's best collection of backs and receivers. 

Tulsa will be hard to beat if new quarter- 
back David Johnson comes through 

“It’s still going to come down to who can 
muster the most defense,” West said. 

— Richard Scott 


Conference USA Picks 


Good news 


1. Memphis 


2. UCF _ defense returns nine starters. 


3. East Carolina © 


‘Experienced O-line; super WRs; 
new nye Tim Walton making an impact. 


George O'Leary building solid foundation; — 


Defense returns nine starters; OBs gained 


Bad news 


consistency | in kicking game. 


Replacing RB Kevin Smith will be tough, 
especially with new QB and rebuiltline. 


Tigers looking for right QB to step up; must — 
~ shal 


Must replace RB Chris Johnson and develop 


Our call 


“Tigers will find a winning QB; defense and running » 
J game will be better than many expect. 


Defense will Keep Knights in the race. Will skill 
players emerge to give UCF shot at title? 


‘Same as UCF. Good chance to win the division... 
if playmakers step up on offense. 


Opponents better get USM while they can; this 
season's struggles will be temporary. 


‘Herd still adjusting to new coordinators and 
_ depending too much on too many young players. _ 


UAB will be better behind QB Joe Webb and 
young WRs, but another sixth-place finish looms. 


Tulsa has been building depth, talent and momen- » 
tum. It remains the team to beat in the West. 


valuable experience in ‘07. Weapons in passing game. 
; iss, ( RB Damion Fletcher, MLB Gerald McRath are New coach Larry Fedora lacks an experi-- 
4y-Seuthem: Miss. tice ‘enced QB for his spread offense. 
5. Marshall DE Albert McClellan returns from 2007 inju- Still looking for right QB; concerns : al out 
: Ty; playmakers in passing game. depth, inexperience. 
6. UAB ‘Blazers have 18 returning starters, added 11 Depth and experience still low; run game a 
; Junior College transfers for competition. concern on both sides of the line. 
1. Tulsa Foundation is strong; championship experi- It's not easy replacing record-setting QB Paul “5 
: ence; nine returning offensive starters. ‘Smith and three starting LBs. 
2, Houston Experience on defense and at QBs; all-league Cougars lost their most talented skill. players 
: OT SirVincent Rogers returns from injury. and must adapt to new Scheme. 
3. UTEP Eight returning defensive starters; elements Miners allowed 37 points a game last sea- 
: for success on offense. son. Now, they try a 3-3-5 scheme. 
U. Tulane Seventeen starters return from team that Must replace 2,000-yard rusher Matt Forte; 
made progress late in ‘07. passing game has a lot to prove. 
5. SMU Plenty of excitement with hiring of June ‘QB Justin Willis suspended during spring; 
‘ Jones; talent at receiver. defense loaded with questions. 
6. Rice ( Explosive, experienced offense, led by Owls lost two best linemen from C-USA’s 


QB Chase Clement and WR Jarett Dillard. 
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~ worst defense; major pass-rush concerns. 


Defense can keep Houston in title chase. Skill 
players must emerge for Cougars to win it. 


UTEP might still have to win by shootout, which is 
a tough road to travel every week. 


Numbers improving, but overall progress might 
‘not show because of tough road schedule. 


Jones could win big in the future, but Mustangs 
face a steep challenge in the present. 


"The Owls can put up points quickly, but they can't » 
just outscore all of their opponents. 
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Aug. 30 Virgini Carolina (Charlotte N.C.) 
Sept. 6 ( 
Sept. 6 

Sept. 13 

Sent. 20 

Oct. 11 0 

Oct. 11 Boise State at 

Oct. 11 ECU at 

Oct. 18 

Oct. 25 

Oct. 26 

Nov. 2 

Nov. 8 

Nov. 15 

Nov. 15 


THE BIG ONES © 


i # 
<x 


1, Gerald MicRath Souther Miss Gould gies taken in 2010 drat 

2. Coty Slate é 

3, Joe Burnett CB 

4, Shawn Nelson TE Sr. Southern Miss 

5. Jaret Dillard WR Sr. Rice 

6. C.J. Spillman $ Marshall 

7. Damion Fletcher 

8. Albert McClellan 

9, Brennan Marion WR Sr. Raw. ut ha es and big-play potential. 
10, Braxton Amy 2 


[} 


ENT ) 


\ TOP 10 NFL TAL 


Most accurate passer 
Strongest arm 

Best scrambler 
Coolest in the clutch JZ 
Toughest to bringdown Fletcher, RE Southern Miss 
Best hands PS eaett Rice 
Most dangerous deep threat © —&Brennan Tulsa 
Best pass blocker pati marc C Memphis 
Best run blocker . a = OT UCF 
Best pass rusher Ee. fcClellan, | Marshall 
Best cover corner S ett UCF 
Snecial teams temon json Houston _ 
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HOUSTON COUGARS HOUSTON COUGARS 


HOUSTON 


 COUG. 


HOUSTON COUGARS HOUSTON COUG 


L 8-5 overall, 6-2 C-USA (T-1st, West) ; ae 


| Kevin Sumlin - At Houston and overall: 
| dst year 


RETURNING STARTERS / 
| 14,5 offense, 8 defense, punter 


PLAYERS TO WATCH 


_ QB Case Keenum, TE/WR Mark Hafner, 

OL SirVincent Rogers, DE Phillip Hunt, 

_ LB Cody Lubojasky, DB Kenneth 

_ Fontenette 
PRIMARY STRENGTHS 

_ All four starters return in a secondary 

) that led the conference in pass defense. 

| QB Case Keenum should be ready to take 

his game to the next level, if not, Blake 

Joseph will take the job. Mark Hafner is 


| has other guys ready to step up. "Missing 
_ Memphis and UCF in conference sounds 
like a plus. 


_ Punter Chase Turner is the only specialist 
t | Teturning, but the Cougars were hE in 


_ take better care of the ball after finishing 
with an average of minus-.54 in turnover 


KEY LOSSES 
RB Anthony Alridge, OT Jeff Akeroyd, 
LB Trent Allen, WR Donnie Avery, 

OL Dustin Dickinson, K T.J. Lawrence, 
LB Brendan Pahulu, S Rocky Schwartz 


Sumlin has a good offensive pedigree, and 
the offense should be fine if the receivers 
step up and Keenum doesn’t try to do 

| everything himself. Defensively, the — 
Cougars should be better, though playing 
in the offense-happy C-USA makes domi- 
nating very difficult. 
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It's Still Full Speed Ahead on Offense Under Sumlin 


ust when the Cougars started having 
| ee they lost the man who 
gave them the opportunity to understand 
just what expectations are. 

Art Briles is off to Baylor, which means 
the Cougars are facing the new challenge 
of having to sustain success under.a new 
coach, not conjure it up. 

Enter Kevin Sumlin. 

Sumlin, the former offensive coordina- 
tor at Texas A&M and Oklahoma, be- 
comes the first African-American head 
coach of a major college program in Tex- 
as. He won't shake things up too much, 
which is good news after the Cougars’ 
successful 2007 season. 

Houston went to its third consecutive 
bowl game, losing a 20-13 decision to 
TCU in the Texas Bowl. 

After posting an 8-5 mark last year — 
the first time they've had back-to-back 
winning seasons since 1989-90 — the 
Cougars are poised to stretch it to three 
and go bowling again. 

The spring game showed the offense is 
ready, producing 660 yards in total offense 
and 10 touchdowns. Depending on your 
point of view, that’s either good news — what 
an offense! — or bad — where's the D? 


OFFENSE 


Sumlin promised that the offense the 
Cougars grew to love under predecessor 
Art Briles — Houston ranked fourth in the 
nation in total offense and 23rd in scoring 
last season — wasn’t going anywhere. 

So far, Sumlin has been a man of his word. 


Case Keenum had the unenviable task 


of replacing quarterback Kevin Kolb last 
year as a redshirt freshman, but he proved 
to be up to the task. 

Keenum was selected to various Fresh- 
man All-American teams and was voted 
the league’s Freshman of the Year by the 
media and coaches. Though not a pro- 
lific passer, he finished the season with 
a 335-yard performance against TCU. 

Backup Blake Joseph proved the job 
isn’t necessarily Keenum’s by passing for 
421 yards and five touchdowns in the 
spring game. Joseph will keep pushing for 
the position in the fall. 

The quarterbacks will have tight end 
Mark Hafner, 


445 yards and four scores last season. He 


who had 40 catches for 


could also fill a role as a big slot receiver 
this season. 

There is little else in terms of experi- 
enced pass-catchers. L.J. Castile had the 
most production last year with seven 
catches for 106 yards. Castile showed 
signs of being a playmaker in the spring, 
while Chris Gilbert stepped up as a guy 
who could gobble up a lot of passes. 

Houston has the luxury of having an 
experienced line. Three starters return — 
four if you include left tackle SirVincent 
Rogers, a standout who has missed most of 
the past two seasons with a knee injury. 

The Cougars ranked 10th nationally 
in rushing last season, but they lost their 
top ground gainers, including the superb 
Anthony Alridge. Terrance Ganaway and 
Andre Kohn, who ran for 550 and 146 
yards, respectively, are back. Kohn, espe- 
cially, had a good spring. 
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DEFENSE 


Eight starters return in the 4-3 defense, 
led by standout Phillip Hunt on the de- 
fensive line, defensive back Kenneth Fon- 
tenette and linebacker Cody Lubojasky. 

The Cougars should be able to provide 
a good pass rush, starting with Hunt, 
a first-team all-conference pick who had 
a league-high 10.5 sacks. 

“We don’t need him to be Superman,” 
Sumlin said, “just the player he is.” 

Tate Stewart returns at tackle with 
Ell Ash, while Isaiah Thompson, who 
saw little action a year ago, moves in at 
nose tackle. 

Lubojasky, in the middle, anchors a 
linebacking unit that will feature new 
starters on either side. Matt Nicholson 
will man the strong side. 


Scouting Report: Offense 


2007 stats: 223.9 ypg rushing (2nd i in CUSA/ Toth i in ales ot. _ ypg passing (4th/ aa; 8 501.9 yg te total offense (2nd/4th), 34.5 ppg (3rd/23rd) 


POS STARTER 


“Case Keenum* 


; - ee =e of the ” 


Blake Joseph, Jr. 


RB Andre Kohn So. Had 67-yard TD in Texas Bowl. Terrance Ganaway, So. 
WR Ll. Castile So, Made one start last season. Tim Monroe, Jr. 
WR Chris Gilbert Jr. Seven catches for 38 yds in 2007. Tyron Carrier, Fr. 


Chaz Rodriguez 


So. First career catch was 24-yard TD. 


Patrick Edwards, Fr. 


TE Mark Hafner* Sr Should be Keenum's go-to guy. : Wesley Scourton, Fr. 


RT __ Sebastian Vollmer* Sr. Finally healthy after ‘06 back injury. ~ Matt Hart, Jr. 

RG Michael Bloesch* Sr. Honorable mention All-C-USA last year. Justin Freeman, Fr. 

C Carl Barnett* Jr. Was All-Freshman C-USA in 2006, _ Jordan Shoemaker, So. 

LG Isaiah Agson Sr. Saw time. as a backup last fall. Chris Thompson, Fr. 

LT __SirVincent Rogers ___—Sr._‘Sat out last season with knee injury. Josh Bell, Jr. * 
*Returning Starter 


Scouting Report: Defense 


2007 stats: 139.8 rushing ual in GSA 48th in NCAA), 225.8 passing (1st/ ame), 365.6 total tefense Nat eth) 29.2 ppg (Srd/74th) 


POS STARTER YR. CONMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 

DE BillyHartford Sr. Started the last two regular: season games. __ Michael Ray, Fr. 

DT __ Isaiah Thompson So.__ Contributed on special teams in ‘07. Raymond Alake, So. 

DT Tate Stewart” _ St Made sixtackles vs. Oregon in opener _——=EINASH, Si.” j 
DE __ Phillip Hunt* Sr. __ First-team All-CUSA; set for big year. Mamood Barbandi, Jr. 

LB Matt Nicholson Jt LedUHintackles at UABin2007, Gd. Cavmessyd, 

LB Cody Lubojasky* Sr. Former All-CUSA frosh pick. Shomari Williams, Jr. 

LB Stephen James __—«Sr._Bighitter tries to make up for osttime, Tyrell Graham, wr 


CB__Brandon Brinkley* Jt Broke up 12 passes last season. 5 : Loyce Means, So. 


CB Quinte Wiliams Sr 
$ Ernest Miller* Sr. 
$ Kenneth Fontenette Sr. 
*Returning Starter 


Watch for Stephen James on the out- 
side. He hasn’t played since the 2005 sea- 
son, but had an excellent spring. James 
sat out 2006 as a transfer from Oklahoma 
State and missed last season with a knee 
injury. 

With four starters returning in the sec- 
ondary, and the rush of Hunt, the Cou- 
gars should improve on their 78th rank- 
ing in pass efficiency defense. 

Brandon Brinkley and Quinte Williams 
return at the corners, with Ernest Miller 
and Fontenette at the safeties. 

One thing the Cougars would love to 
repeat is their ability to play tough in the 
final quarter. Last season they allowed 
an average of only 4.9 points in the final 
quarter. Only Tulane (10) and Marshall 


(14) were able to score more than a touch- 


Moved into the starting lineup late in ‘07, _ 
Third on team with 63 tackles last season. 
“Had at least 10 stops in three straight games. 


__ Ad. Edwards, Fr. 
: Stephen James, Sr. 
_ Ricardo Bates, Fr. 


down in the final 15 minutes. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Punting and punt coverage was poor 
last season, but punter Chase Turner, 
a powerful 6-4, 250-pounder, showed 
improvement in the spring. Replacing 
T.J. Lawrence won't be easy, and none of 
his projected placekicking replacements 
were consistent enough in the spring to 
win the job straight out. 

Look for prep recruit Jordan Mannisto 
of Westlake Village, Calif., to get a shot at 
the kicking duties in the fall. 

Returns are a concern, as the Cougars 
averaged only 8.8 yards on punt returns 
and 20.9 on kick returns. In the spring, 
they had trouble hanging onto the ball. 

— Mark Wangrin 
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AT A GLANCE 


| 4-8 overall, 2-6 C-USA (5th, West) 


Mike Price — At UTEP: 25-23, 4 years; 
) overall: 154-145, 26 years 


RETURNING STARTERS 
| 14; 5 offense, 7 defense, punter, kicker 


PLAYERS TO WATCH 


WR Jeff Moturi, C Robby Felix, K Jose 
Martinez, QB Trevor Vittatoe, DB Da’Mon. 
Cromartie-Smith, RB Terrell Eso | 

) LB Adam Vincent 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS : 
Trevor Vittatoe is the latest in a long line © 


an elite wide receiver in Jeff Moturi, an 
the passing game should again fare well. 
| Kicker Jose Martinez is one of the nation’s 
_ best. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS ! 
A new defensive scheme and the loss of - 
safety Braxton Amy to a torn ACL in the 
spring leave little chance of UTEP’s 
defense invoking fear in many opponents. — 
Depth at receiver and across the’ board 
on defense is an issue. 


LB Jeremy Jones, DB Braxton Amy 
(injury), WR Lorn Sam, WR Joe West, 
WR Fred Rouse 


UTEP won't be helped this time around by 
the schedule, which includes a visit from ~ 
the Texas Longhorns and road games ie 
against four C-USA bowl teams from last 
season. The defense won't dominate Se 
games, but if there's enough improvement 
on that side of the ball to give Trevor 
Vittatoe a chance late in games, the 

Miners should turn some heads. 


of quality Mike Price quarterbacks. Addin — 


RB Marcus Thomas, FS Quintin Demps, 


Trying to Dig Out from 


ike Price's first two seasons at 

UTEP brought back-to-back 8-4 
seasons and two bowl appearances for 
a program starving to escape mediocrity. 

Since then, the Miners have posted 
back-to-back losing campaigns and have 
been at their worst as the seasons have pro- 
gressed. After winning one of five games 
in the second half of the 2006 slate, the 
Miners went 0-6 to finish up last season. 

Based on another statistically solid of- 
fensive season in 2007, and the fact the 
new offensive coordinator hired this off- 
season is Aaron Price, the coach's son, 
don’t expect much change on that side of 
the ball. 

The defense is a different story. 

Osia Lewis was hired from the Univer- 
sity of New Mexico to institute what Price 
considers “a state of the art” 3-3-5 defen- 
sive scheme. Anything would have to be 
better than what the Miners had in 2007, 
when they allowed more than 500 yards 
and 37 points per game, ranking 117th 
and 113th in the nation, respectively. 

The goodwill that Price built up in his 
first two years seems to have allowed him 
to dodge, for the most part, heavy criti- 
cism for a 9-15 mark over the past two 
seasons. 

He was able to joke in the spring, “If we 
had any coaching at all, we'd win ’em all.” 

While the comment was made in jest, 
the offseason coaching overhaul that 
brought in five new assistants, including 
two new coordinators, suggests Price is 
aware 2008 could be a make-or-break sea- 
son for the Miners. 


HITEP MINERS UTEF 


Two Losing Seasons 


OFFENSE 


Unlike a year ago, when as many as five 
quarterbacks were said to have a shot at 
starting, there is no doubt who the quar- 
terback is this time. 

Trevor Vittatoe threw for the second- 
most yards (3,101) in the country among 
freshman quarterbacks last season. 

“He was as good as any freshman quar- 
terback I’ve ever coached,” Price said. 
“Now it depends on what he does be- 
tween his freshman season and the rest of 
his career.” 

That is high praise from a man who 
coached Ryan Leaf and Drew Bledsoe, 
among talented others at Washington 
State, but probably justified when con- 
sidering Vittatoe averaged 297.5 passing 
yards per game against C-USA oppo- 
nents. 

While four of the team’s top five receiv- 
ers are gone from last year, all-conference 
wideout Jeff Moturi returns after a break- 
out 13-touchdown season. He will lead 
an inexperienced receiving corps, which 
desperately needs a consistent second and 
third option. 

Senior tight end Jamar Hunt is a beast 
at 6-7, 260 pounds. He will give Vittatoe 
a big target to hit and should flourish now 
that he’s not sharing time. 

Terrell Jackson, a 2006 running back 
transfer from Oregon, is UTEP’s leading 
returning rusher with 202 yards. Replac- 
ing tailback Marcus Thomas will be a 
tough task, and if Jackson falters in doing 
so, sophomore Donald Buckram will be 
ready to step in. 
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The line is anchored by center Robby 
Felix and left tackle Mike Aguayo. Be- 
yond those two, the unit lacks proven star 
power, but has some capable backups. 


DEFENSE 

Anything has to be better than 2007, 
right? —The Miners allowed more than 
500 yards per game, ranking 117th in the 
country. 

In steps former New Mexico defen- 
sive coordinator Osia Lewis with a 3-3-5 
scheme Price says could be the future of 
college football defenses. 

“Putting in the 3-3-5, that’s been a big 
change for us,” Price said. “I think it’s 
state of the art. It’s real unusual, but I can 


see it’s real fun for the players.” 
The defense Lewis ran at UNM, which 
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Scouting Report: Offense 


2007 stats: 147.7 ypg rushing (8th in C-USA/63rd in NCAA), 275.2 passing (Sth/26th), 422.8 total offense (4th/36th), 33.6 ppy (4th/26th) 


STARTER YR, 


POS COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
QB Trevor Vittatoe* So. Second most passing yards by freshman in 2007, _Kyle Wright, Jr 

RB Terrell Jackson Sr. Oregon transfer is leading returning rusher. Donald Buckram, So. 
WR Jeff Moturi® Jt, Speedster averaged 75 yards a game in 2007. Jack Freeman, Fr. 
WR _ Kris Adams So. Started twice in 2007 and had strong spring. Pierce Hunter, So. 
WR James Thomas Il So. Too athletic to bury on the bench as backup QB. Evan Davis, So. 

TE Jamar Hunt St.___ Huge target for Vittatoe to hit at 6-7, 260. Jonny Moore, So. 

LT___ Mike Aguayo" dr Started every game at LT in 2007. Will Osolinsky, So. 
LG Cameron Raschke* Jr___Like Aguayo, started every game in 2007. Anthony MeNac, So. 
C Robby Felix’ St. One of the best in G-USA; has started 36 straight, _Tanner Cullumber. So. 
RG — Rod Huntley So.__Staff loves his potential, but he will be pushed. Anthony MeNac, So. 
RT__ Colby Meek Jt. Saw action in all 12 games as reserve RG. Alex Solot, So. 
“Returning Starter 


Scouting Report: Defense 


2007 stats: 202.9 ypg rushing (11th in C-USA/104th NCAA), 301.8 passing (11th/117th), 504.8 total defense (11th/117th), 37.1 ppg (10th/113th) 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
DL James Olalekan* Sr. Senior should get starting nod in deep DL unit. Ja-Boy Leomiti, Sr. 
DL Steve Riddick* Jr. Had 29 tackles and seven starts in 2007. Brandis Dew, Jr. 


DL___ Robert Soleyjacks* So. Started 12 games as a DE; four tackles for loss. Dane O'Neill, Jr. 


LB Adam Vincent* Sr. Honorable mention All-C-USA; 81 tackles. Brian Wilkins, Jt. 

LB Nuuese Punimata Sr. Backed up Vincent in ‘07; will shine in ‘08. Royzell Smith, Fr. 

LB _Isaiah Carter So. _ Played every game as true freshman. Greg Holleman, Fr. 

CB. Cornelius Brown* Jr.___ Honorable mention all-league with four picks. Melvin Stephenson I, Jr. 
CB Josh Ferguson* Sr.__ Three starts before season-ending shoulder surgery. _Melvin Stephenson II, Jr. 
$ _Da'Mon Cromartie-Smith* Jr 90 tackles in ‘07; should bea star in new defense. Clarence Ward, Jt. 
S___Roddray Walker Sr.__Limited role in 2007; had one interception. George Kelly, Sr. 

$ _ Anthony Morrow So. __ Named to C-USA All-Freshman team. George Kelly, Sr. 


*Returning Starter 


ranked 13th in the country last season, 
features a hybrid safety/linebacker posi- 
tion that the team was planning on hav- 
ing junior Braxton Amy play until he tore 
his ACL in spring ball. 

Da’Mon Cromartie-Smith should step 
right in and could become a star at the 
position. 

Joining Cromartie-Smith as the de- 
fense’s go-to playmakers are linebacker 
Adam Vincent and cornerback Josh Fer- 
guson, who sat out the 2007 season with 
a medical redshirt. 

Lewis will also have junior college trans- 
fers — two defensive backs, two defensive 


linemen — vying for playing time. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


The strength of the team just might be 


the kicking game where Jose Martinez, 
a 2007 Lou Groza Award finalist, returned 
from a torn ACL to become one of the 
nation’s premier kickers. 

Martinez kicked a 57-yard field goal 
against Houston last season, and Price 
said the senior connected on a 72-yarder 
during spring practice. 

“It was wind-aided, but I don’t care 
what the situation is, when you're 
watching your guys line up and make 
a field goal from the other side of the 
field, that’s something pretty special,” 
Price said. 

The team’s punter and long snapper 
also return. The return game should be in 
good hands with Josh Ferguson returning 
from a medical redshirt season. 

— Geoff Grammer 
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A LOOK BACK 


5 YEARS AGO (2003) 

The regular season was all about Oklahoma, as the Sooners sat atop 
every BCS ranking ... including the last one. Bob Stoops’ ballclub, 
led by Heisman Trophy winner Jason White, built a substantial lead 
in the BCS poll — thanks to a 12-0 start against a tough schedule 
that included 10 margins of at least three touchdowns. So even 
when OU was stunned by K-State in the Big 12 championship 
game, 35-7, the Sooners remained a leg up on LSU and USC, and 
moved into the Sugar Bowl to play for the BCS title. There, LSU 
beat them to gain a share of the national championship, while the 
media half went to USC. 


> Big 12 Champion: Kansas State (11-4, 6-2) 

PP Big 12 Player of the Year: Jason White, QB, Oklahoma 
> Heisman Trophy: Jason White, QB, Oklahoma 

> Thorpe Award: Derrick Strait, CB, Oklahoma 

> Butkus Award: Teddy Lehman, Oklahoma 


> National Champion: LSU beat Oklahoma in the Sugar Bowl, 
21-14. 


10 YEARS AGO (1998) 


It was a big year for the Lone Star State as Texas A&M won the 
South Division, and then upset Kansas State for the league cham- 
pionship. At the same time, the Texas Longhorns enjoyed a sensa- 
tional season, as they beat the Aggies, got to the Cotton Bowl, and 
tailback Ricky Williams dashed all the way to the Heisman Trophy. 


> Big 12 Champion: Texas A&M (11-3,, 7-1) 

> Big 12 Player of the Year: Ricky Williams, TB, Texas 
> Heisman Trophy: Ricky Williams, TB, Texas 

> Lombardi Trophy: Dat Nguyen, LB, Texas A&M 


> National champion: Tennessee (13-0) beat Florida State in 
the Fiesta Bowl, 23-16. 


15 YEARS AGO (1993) 


This was the season — the last-second loss, really — that vaulted 
Nebraska to one of the great runs in modern college football his- 
tory. The Cornhuskers got to the Orange Bowl against Florida State 
to play for the national title (Tom Osborne was looking for his first 
fat ring), but NU missed a field goal on the last play of the game 
and lost, 18-16. It ended an 11-game Husker winning streak, but 
provided the impetus for Nebraska's amazing 25-consecutive victo- 
ries and back-to-back national titles. 


® Big Eight Champion: Nebraska (11-1, 7-0) 

> SWC Champion: Texas A&M (10-2, 7-0) 

> Heisman Trophy: Charlie Ward, OB, Florida State 
> Butkus Trophy: Trev Alberts, LB, Nebraska 


> National champion: Florida State (12-1), beat Nebraska in 
Orange Bowl, 18-16. 


20 YEARS AGO (1988) 

There really was no favorite for the Heisman Trophy in 1988. Los 
Angeles quarterbacks Troy Aikman (UCLA) and Rodney Peete (USC) 
staged a glittery season-long competition ... only to be upstaged 
by a soft-spoken, little-known flash of lightning from Oklahoma 
State. That, of course, was Barry Sanders, who staged the greatest 
season any major-college running back ever had ... making it so 
clear that Heisman voters had to vote for him: 2,628 yards and 

a preposterous 37 TDs. 


B® Big Eight Champion: Nebraska (11-2, 7-0) 
BP Swe Champion: Arkansas (10-2, 7-0) 
> Heisman Trophy: Barry Sanders, TB, Oklahoma State 


> National champion: Notre Dame (12-0) beat West Virginia in 
Fiesta Bowl, 34-21 — the most recent title for the Irish. 


25 YEARS AGO (1983) 


Another Nebraska highlight ... but like 1993, it didn’t end the 

way the Cornhuskers hoped it would. In one of the most dramatic, 
exciting Orange Bowls ever, the top-ranked Cornhuskers were over- 
taken by a scrappy underdog of a Miami squad, only to a scramble 
back with a last-minute touchdown that put Nebraska in position 
to tie and sew up Tom Osborne's first national title. But Osborne 
wouldn't play for the tie, instead going for two and the win — and 
failed. What is often forgotten about that game, though, is that 
No. 2 Texas was also undefeated and would have moved in to cap- 
ture the title, but lost to No. 7 Georgia. 


Big Eight Champion: Nebraska (12-1, 7-0) 
SWC Champion: Texas (11-1, 8-0) 


Heisman Trophy: Mike Rozier, RB, Nebraska. 4th: Turner Gill, 
QB, Nebraska 


Outland Trophy: Dean Steinkuhler, G, Nebraska 


VV VVY 


National champion: No. 5 Miami beat No. 1 Nebraska, 31-30 
in the classic Orange Bowl (and Georgia beat No. 2 Texas in 
the Cotton), giving the ‘Canes their first of five titles. 


50 YEARS AGO (1958) 


Oklahoma had won successive national championships in 1955 and 
1956, and came within a 7-0 loss to Notre Dame in 1957 (breaking 
OU's 47-game winning streak) of making it three national champi- 
onships in a row. In 1958, the Sooners’ dramatic 15-14 loss to 
Texas prevented Bud Wilkinson from making it three national 
titles in four years. 


> Big Eight Champion: Oklahoma (9-1, 7-0) 
> Swe Champion: Texas Christian (8-2-1, 7-0) 
> Heisman Trophy: Pete Dawkins, HB, Army 


~ National champion: LSU rolled to a 62-0 rout to complete 
the only perfect season in the country and secure the title. 
Then in the Sugar Bowl, the Tigers beat Clemson, 7-0. OU 
handled Syracuse in the Orange Bowl, 21-7, while TCU played 
to a scoreless tie with Air Force in the Cotton Bowl. 
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s first full-size hybrid suv"*: ; 


; [4 - 


That's right, Green Car Journal's Green Car of the Yeart is the full-size Chevy Tahoe Hybrid. The announcement came at the 

Los Angeles Auto Show. The award is given for new or significantly revamped alternative fuel-powered vehicles, 
Bel “This is a milestone in many respects,’ said Green Car Journal editor Ron Cogan. “People don't think ‘green’ when SUVs are concerned.” 
Thé 2008 Chevy Tahoe already offers the best fueleconomy in its class:" And now, with its new two-mode hybrid technology, the Tahoe 


* Excludes othenGM vehicles. 
1 For more info, go to GreenCafeom. 
** Based on 2008 GM Large'Utility segmént-and Tahoe 2WD with available 5,3L.V8 EPA est. MPG 14 aty/20 hwy. Excludes other GM vehicles. 
It EPA est. MPG 21 city. 
The names, emblems, slogans, vehicle body designs, and other marks appearing in this document are the trademarks and/or service marks of General Motors Corporation, its subsidiaries, affiliates, or licensors, 
(92008 GM Corp. Buckle up, America! 1-800-950-2438 or chevy.com 
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